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HERE being ſome who cannot read 
without making applications of the 
vicious and ludicrous characters they may 
happen to meet with in any work, give 
me leave to aſſure theſe miſchievous readers, 
that they will be to blame, if they apply 
any of the pictures drawn in this book. 
I publicly declare, that my purpoſe is to 
repreſent mankind as they are: but God 
forbid that I ſhould undertake to delineate 
any man in particular! Let no reader, 
therefore, apply to himſelf that which as 
properly belongs to others, leſt, as Phædrus 
obſerves, he make an unlucky diſcovery of 
his own character. Stulte nudabit animi 
conſcientiam, There are phyſicians in Caſtile, 
as well as in France, whoſe practice it is to 
draw from their patients a little too much 
B 2 blood ; 


36 
blood; and the ſame vices and peculiarities 
of diſpoſition are to be ſeen every where. 
I confeſs, that I have not always ſtrictly 
obſerved the manners of the Spaniards ; 
and thoſe who are acquainted with the diſ- 
orderly lives of the players at Madrid, may 
accuſe me with having deſcribed their irre- 
gularities with too much tenderneſs :* but 1 


thought it neceſſary to ſoften them a little, 


to make them the more conformable to the 
manners of our own country. 
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\ENTLE reader, before thou art acquainted 
| with the hiſtory of my lite, give me leave to 
relate to thee a ſhort ſtory. _ 

Two ſcholars were travelling from Pennaficl-t 
Salamanca. Being thirſty and fatigued, they far 
down by a ſpring they met with upon the road, 
There, while they reſted themſelves, after having 
quenched their thirſt, they accidentally perceived 
upon a ſtone that was even with the ſurtace of the 
earth, ſome letters, already half effaced by time, 
and the feet of flocks which came to water at the 
fountain : they threw water on the ſtone to waſh it, 
and afterwards they could diſtinctly read theſe 
words in the Caſtilian tongue; Aqui eſt 2 encerrada 
el alma del Licenciado Pedro Garcias, © Here is 
interred the ſoul of the Licentiate Peter Garcias.“ 
The younger of the two ſtudents, being a ſtupid 
coxcomb, no ſooner read this inſcription, than he 
exclaimed with a loud laugh, © Anexcellent blunder, 
faith! Here is interred the foul—a foul interred! 
Who the devil could be the author of ſuch a ridi- 
culous epitaph !”- Having uttered theſe words, he 


got 


(wil ) 

t up and went away z While his companion, who 
was bleſſed with a greater ſhare of penetration, ſaid 
to himſelf, There is certainly ſome myſtery in 
this affair: I'll ſtay and endeavour to unriddle it.“ 
Accordingly, his comrade was no ſooner gone, 
than he began to dig with his knife all around the 
ſtone; and ſucceeded fo well, that he preſently got 
it up, and found beneath it a leathern purſe, con- 
taining an hundred ducats, and a card, on which 
were written the following words in Latin, Who- 
ſoever thou art, who haſt wit enough to diſcover the 
meaning of the inſcription, be thou my heir, and 
make a better uſe of my money than I have done.” 
The ſcholar, rejoiced at his good fortune, replaced 
the ſtone in its former ſituation, and proceeded to 
Salamanca with the ſoul of the licentiate. 

Whoever thou art, friendly reader, thou wilt 
certainly reſemble one of thoſe ſcholars : for if thou 
ſhould'ſt peruſe my adventures, without perceiving 
the moral inſtructions they contain, thou wilt reap 
no harveſt from thy labour: but if thou readeſt 
with attention, thou wilt diſcover in them, accord- 
ing to the precept of Horace, the uſeful mingled 
with the agreeable, 
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CHAS... 
Of the birth and education of Gil Blas. 


Y father Blas, of Santillane, after havi 
been many years a ſoldier in the Spaniſh 
ervice, retired to the place of his nativity, where 
he had a choice of a wife among the 1 . 
claſs of citizens, who, though many years beyon 
her teens, brought me into the world ten months 
after her marriage.—They afterwards removed to 
Oviedo, where my mother commenced waiting- 
woman, and my father ſquire“ to a lady, As they 
had nothing but their wages to depend upon, I 
ſhould have run the hazard of being but indif- 


Squire, or gentleman-uſher, in Spaniſh Eſcudero, is a perſon that 
waits on a lady, It formerly ſignified decayed gentlemen entertained 
the nobility, for this purpoſe; they took their appellation from t 
eminent you whoſe office was to carry the ſhield (in Spain, called 


Eſcudo) 


their maſter . 


ferently 
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ferently educated, had it not been my good for- 
tune to have a canon for my uncle, whole name 
was Gil Peres: he was the eldeſt brother of my 
mother, as well as my god-father. He was a man 
about three feet and an half high, exceſſively fat, 
with his head ſunk between his ſhoulders ; he was, 
notwithſtanding, an honeſt prieſt, whoſe principal 
care was to live well; that is, to make good cheer; 
and his living, which was far from being a lean 
one, furniſhed him with the means, 

While I was an infant, he carried me home to 
his houſe, taking upon himſelf the charge of my 
education; and JI appeared ſo ſprightly, that he 
reſolved to cultivate my genius. He therefore 
purchaſed for me an horn-book, and undertook to 
reach me to read; a taſk no leſs uſeful to himſelf 
than it was to me: for, in teaching me my letters, 
he had recourſe to his reading, which he had al- 
ways too much neglected. By dint of application, 
he enabled himſelt to read his breviary without 
heſitation ; a qualification he had never been poſ- 
ſeſſed of before. He had a ſtrong inclination to 
inſtruct me in the Latin tongue alſo, as it would 
have been a ſaving of ſo much money in his 
— oh but, alas, poor Gil Peres! he never in his 
ife had underſtood the rudiments of that language, 
and was perhaps (but this I do not pretend to 
| vouch for certainty) the moſt illiterate canon of 
the whole chapter. I have indeed been informed 
that he had not obtained his benefice by his erudi- 
tion, but owed it entirely to the gratitude of ſome 
pious nuns,. for whom he had acted the part of a 
zealous commiſſioner, and by whoſe influence the 
order of prieſthood had been conferred upon him 
without examination. TEE 

He was therefore obliged to ſubje& me to the 
tuition of a ſchool-maſter, and accordingly ſent me 
to one doctor Godinez, who was reckoned the moſt 


5 expert 


ONE EE AS: 2 9 
expert flogger in all Oviedo, I improved fo well 
under his inſtructions, that in five or fix years I 
underſtood a little Greek, was a tolerable profi- 
cient in the Latin; and applying myſelf alſo to 
logic, began to argue at a great rate: I was ſo 
much in love with diſpute, that I ſtopt paſſengers, 
known or unknown, and propoſed arguments to 
them; and ſometimes meeting with Hibernian 
geniuſes, who were very glad of the occaſion, it 
afforded great diverſion to the ſpectators. . From 
our extravagant geſtures, grimace, contortions, our 
eyes full of fury, and our mouths full of foam, we 
had rather the appearance of bedlamites than phi- 
loſophers. | 
By theſe means, however, I acquired the reputa- 
tion, all over the town, of being a great ſcholar ; 
- a Circumſtance that highly pleaſed my uncle, as he 
foreſaw I ſhould not be much longer an expence to 
him.—* Harkec, Gil Blas, ſaid 2 to me one day, 
« thou art no longer an infant, and it is high time 
« for a ſprightly lad of ſeventzen, as thou art, to 
« puſh thy fortune in the world: I am determined 
« to ſend thee to Salamanca, where, with ſuch 
genius and learning as thou art poſſeſſed of, thou 
« .can'ſt not fail of obtaining ſome gentcel promo- 
tion: thou ſhalt have ſome ducats in thy pocket 
« to bear thy expences on the road; and I will alſo 
give thee my own mule, which thou mayeſt ſell 
eat Salamanca for ten or twelve piſtoles, and live 
upon the money until thou art ſettled to thy 
<< {atisfaction.” | 
He could not have made a more agrecable pro- 
poſal to me; for I paſſionately deſired to ſee the 
world: however, I had diſcretion enough to conceal 
my joy; and when the time of my departure ar- 
rived, affecting the moſt extreme ſorrow at leaving 
an uncle, to whom 1 owed o many obligations, the 
honeſt man was melted, and gave me more money 
Vol. I, | S , than 
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than he would have done, if he could have ſeen the 
bottom of my heart. Before I proceeded on my 
journey, I went to take leave of my father and 
mother, who loaded me with advice, exhorted me 
to pray to God for my uncle, to live inoffenſively, 
to — 6m evil, and by all means to refrain from 
ſtealing. After they had finiſhed a long harangue, 
they made me a preſent of their bleſſing, which 
was all that I expected from them; and I, mount- 
ing my mule, took my leave of Oviedo. 


. . 
Of his being grievouſly terrified in his way to Pennaſſor. Il hat 
happened to him in that town ; with an account of a perſon aw/9 


Jupped with bim. 


EHOLD me now in the open field, clear of 
Oviedo, on the road to Pennaflor, maſter of 

my own actions, of a ſorry mule, and forty good 
ducats, excluſive of a few rials, which I had 
taken the liberty to ſteal from my much-honoured 
uncle. The firſt thing I did was to permit my 
beaſt to go at diſcretion, that is, very gently ; and 
throwing- the bridle on her neck, I emptied my 
purſe into my hat, and amuſed myſelf in counting 
my money: my joy was inexpreſſible; I had never 
ſeen ſo much cath before, and I handled and gazed 
at it with infatiable delight. I had reckoned it 
about twenty times over, .when, all of a ſudden, 
my mule raiſing. her head, and pricking up her 
ears, ſtopt in the middle of the highway. Imagin- 
ing ſhe was frighted at ſomething, I looked around 
to ſee what was the matter, and perceived an old 
hat upon the ground, with a roſary of great beads 
in it; and, at the ſame time, heard a lamentable 
voice pronounce theſe words, Mr, traveller, for 
< heaven's ſake, have pity on a poor maimed ſol- 
| n dier;, 
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« dier; drop, if you pleaſe, a few pieces into the 
« hat, and you ſhall be rewarded in the world to 
« come.” |] immediately turned my eyes on the 
ſide from whence the voice proceeded, and ſaw, at 
the root of a buſh, about twenty or thirty paces 
from me, a kind of ſoldier, who, upon two croſs 
ſticks, ſupported the barrel of a carbine, which to 
me appeared longer than a pike, with which he 
ſeemed to take aim at nie. At this ſight, which 
made me tremble for the church's money, I ſtopt 
ſhort, and, pocketing my ducats in a violent hurry, 
took out ſome rials, approaching the hat, that was 
expoſed for the reception of extorted charity, and 
dropt them into it, one after another, that the beg 
gar might behold how generouſly I uſed him. He 
was ſatisfied with my bounty, and gave me as many 
benedictions as I beſtowed kicks on the ſides of my 
mule, in order to get immediately out of his reach; 
but the plaguy bealt, regardleſs of my impatience, 
moved not a ep the faſter, having loſt the power 
of galloping, by a long habit of carrying my uncle 
at the rate of three miles an hour. , 
This adventure did not appear to bea very favour- 
able omen for my journey; I conſidered that [ 
might meet with ſomething ſtill worſe, before my 
arrival at Salamanca; and could not help blamin 
the imprudence of my uncle for having neglect 
to put me under the direction of a carrier. This, 
indeed, Was what he ought to have done; but he 
— ts that, b giving me his mule, my journey 
would be much leſs expenſive; and he had more 
regard to that conſideration, than to the dangers I 
might be expoſed to on the road. In order, there- 
fore, to repair his miſmanagement, I determined 
(if I ſhould be fortunate as to arrive at Penna- 
Hor) to ſell the mule there, and take the oppor- 
tunity of a carrier for Aſtorga, from hence - 


could proceed to Salamanca by the ſame conveni- 
C 2 ence; 
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ence ; for although 1 had never been out of Oviedo, 
I was not ignorant of the names of the towns 
through which I was to paſs, having informed my- 

ſelf of theſe things previous to my N 
I arrived ſafely at Pennaflor, and, ſtopping at 
the gate of an im that made a tolerable appear- 
ance, I no ſooner alighted than the landlord came 
out, and received me with great civility z he un- 
tied my portmanteau with his own hands, and, 
throwing it on his ſhoulder, conducted me into a 
room, while one of his ſervants led my mule into 
the ſtable. This inn-keeper, the greateſt talker of 
the Aſturies, and as ready to relate his own affairs 
unaſked, as to pry into thoſe of others, told me 
immediately, that lis name was Andrew Corcuelo; 
that he had ſerved many years in the army, in the 
quality of a ſerjeant; and that he had quitted the 
ſervice fifteen months ago, to marry a damſel of 
Caſtropol, who, though ſhe had not the beſt com- 
plexion in the world, Knew very well how to turn 
the penny. He ſaid a thouſand other things, which 
I would willingly have eſcaped the hearing of; 
but after having made me his confidant, he ima- 
ined he had a right to exact the ſame condeſcen- 
Fon from me; and accordingly aſked me whence 1 
came, whither I was going, and who I was. I was 
obliged to anſwer, article by article, becauſe he 
accompanied every queſtion with a profound bow, 
and entreated me to excuſe his curioſity With ſuch 
a reſpectful air, that I could not refuſe to ſatisfy 
him in every particular. This engaged me in a 
long converſation with him, and gave me occaſion 
to mention my deſign, and my reatons for diſpoſing 
of my mule, in order to take the opportunity of a 
carricr. He approved of my intention, though not 
in a very ſuccinct manner; for he repreſented all 
the troubleſome accidents that might poſſibly befal 
ine on the road, he recounted many diſmal ſtories 
2 of 
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of travellers, and I was afraid he would never ar- 
rive at a concluſion. At length, however, he in- 
formed me, that if I thought proper to diſpoſe of my 
mule, he knew a very honeſt jockey who would 
buy her. I aſſured him he would oblige me in 
ſending for him; upon which he went in queſt of 
him immediately with great eagerneſs. | 

He preſently returned with his man, whom he 
introduced to me as a perſon of uncommon pro- 
bity, and we went into the yard all together, where 
my mule was produced, and paſſed and repaſſed 
before the jockey, who carefully examined her 
from head to foot, and did not fail to ſpeak very 
diſadvantageouſly of her. I acknowledge there was 
not much to be ſaid in her commendation z but, 
however, had it been even the pope's mule, he 
would have found ſome defects in her. He aſſured 
me, that ſhe had all the faults a mule could poſſibly 
have ; and, to convince me of his veracity, ap- 
pealed to the landlord, who, doubtleſs, had his 
reaſons for ſupporting the opinion of his friend, 
„Well, ſaid the dealer, with an air of indifference, 
e what do you expect for this wretched animal?” 
After the culogium. he had beſtowed on her, and 
the atteſtation of Signior Corcuelo, whom I be. 
lieved to be a man, of honeſty and a connoiſſeur in 


mules, I would almoſt have given my mule for 


nothing, and therefore told him I would rely on 
his integfity ; bidding him appraiſe the beaſt in his 
own conſcience, and I would abide by the valua- 
tion. Upon this he aſſumed the man of honour, 
and replied, that in engaging his conſcience I took 
him on the weak ſide: it did not indeed ſeem to 
be his ſtrong ſide; for inſtead of eſtimating her at 
ten or twelve piſtoles, as my uncle had done, he 
fixed the price at three ducats, which I as joyfully 
accepted as if I had made a moſt excellent bar- 


gain, | | 
| After 
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After having ſo advantageouſly diſpoſed of my 
mule, the landlord conducted me to a carrier, who 
was to ſet out the next morning for Aſtorga. This 
muleteer informed me, that he would depart before 
day- break, and promiſed to wake me in time, after 
we had agreed upon the price, as well for the hire 
of a mule, as for ſupplying me with proviſions on 
the road. When every thing was ſettled between 
us, I returned to the inn with Corcuelo, who, by 
the way, began to recount the carrier's hiſtory; 
he told me every circumſtance of his character in 
town, and was going to ſtupify me again with his 
intolerable loquacity, when, luckily for me, a man 
of a pretty good appearance prevented my misfor- 
tune, by accoſting him with great civility. I left 
them together, and went on, not imagining that I 
had the leaſt concern in their converſation. 

When I arrived at the inn, I ordered ſupper ; 
and it being a meagre day, was glad to make a ſhift 
with eggs. While they were getting ready, I made 
up to my landlady, whom I had not ſeen before: 
ſhe appeared tolerably handſome, and withal fo 
ſprightly and agreeable, that I ſhould have con- 
cluded, even if her huſband had not told me ſo, 
that her houſe was pretty much frequented. When 
rhe amelet which I had beſpoke was ready, I fat 
down to ſupper by myſelf; and had hardly ſwal- 
lowed the morſel, when the landlord came in, 
accompanied by the man who had ſtopt him in 
the ſtreet. This cavalier, who wore a long ſword, 
and appeared to be about thirty years of age, ad- 
vanced towards me with an eager air. Mr ſtu- 
« dent, ſaid he to me, I am informed that you are 
that Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, who is the 
< flambeaux of philoſophy, and the ornament of 
Oviedo! is it then poſſible that you are that mir- 
** ror of learning, that ſublime genius, whoſe repu- 


tation is ſo diffuſed all over this country. You 
| * know 
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& know not, continued he, (addreſſing himſelf to 
« the landlord and his wife) you know not what 
e you poſſeſs! You have a treaſure in your houle ! 
« Behold, in this young gentleman, the eighth won- 
« der of the —_ » Then turning towards me, 
and throwing his arms about my neck, Forgive, 
* cried he, my tranſports! the joy that your pre- 
« ſence creates is more than I am able to contain!“ 
I could nor give him an immediate anſwer, becauſe 
he locked me ſo cloſe in his arms, that I was al- 
moſt ſuffocated for want of breath; but when I 
had diſengaged my head from his embrace, I re- 
plied, © Signior cavalicr, I did not imagine my 
name was known at Pennaflor,”—---++ How! 
* known! reſumed he in his former ſtrain, we keep 
* a regiſter of all the celebrated perſonages within 
twenty leagues of us: you in particular are 
e deemed a prodigy ; and I doubt not but that 
* Spain will one day be as proud of you, as Greece 
vas of her ſeven fages.” Theſe words were fol- 
lowed by a freſh hug, which I was obliged to en. 
dure, though at the riſk even of frag 
Though I had but little experience, I ought not to 
have been the dupe of his profeſſions and hyperbo- 
lical compliments: I ought to have known, by his 
extravagant flattery, that he,was one of thoſe para- 
ſites who abound in every town, and who, when 
a ſtranger arrives, introduce themſelves to him, ou 
to fill their bellies at his expence : but my yout 
and vanity made me form a. very different o inion. 
My admirer had ſo much the appearance of a gen- 
tleman, that I invited him to take a ſhare of my 
ſupper. © Moſt willingly, cried he, I am too much 
" ed to my kind ſtars for having thrown me 
<« in the way of the illuſtrious Gil Blas, not to enjoy 
my good fortune as long as it is in my power! 
*« I have no great appetite, continued he, but 2 x 
* lit 


* 
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« ſit down to bear you company, and eat a little 
4 mouthful, purely out of complaifance.” 
My panegyriſt then placed himſelf right over- 
againſt me; and a cover being laid for him, he 
attacked the amelet as voraciouſſy as if he had faſted 
three whole days. By his firſt attack, I foreſaw 
that our diſh would ſoon be emptied, - and therefore 
ordered a ſecond, which they dreſſed with ſuch 
expedition, that it was ſerved juſt-ds-we, or rather 
he, had made an end of the firſt, He red 
on this'with' equal vigour, and found means, With- 
out loſing a ſingle ſtroke of his teeth, to overwhelm. 
me with praiſes during the whole repaſt, which 
made me very well fatisfied with my "ſweet ſelf, 
He dratik in proportion to his eating; fometimey/ 
to my health, ſometimes to that of my father an 
mother, whoſc happineſs in having ſuch a ſon as 
bie could got ſufficiently extol. In the mean 
nm. he plied nie with wine, and inſiſted upon my | 
{| 9 * doing him juſtice, while I roaſted health for health, © 
A creumſtance which, together witk had ntoxi cat 
[© ©  "Hakeery, put me inſenſibſy into fuch good humor, 
ma ſeeing our ſecond amè let half devourtd;T aſked. © « 
q the landlord if he had not any fiſh in the houſe.” 
Signior Corcuelo, who had probably a fellow- 
feeling with the paraſite,” replied, * I have a deli- 
s cate trout, but thoſe who eat it muſt pay for the 1 
f * ſauce: tis a bit too dainty for your palate, I am = 
afraid.“ What do you call too dainty? faid » = 
« the ſycophant, with a loud voice, ceaſe your im- 
6 1 and know, that there is nothing this 
e houſe can afford too good for Signior Gil Blas de 
« Santillane, who deſerves to be entertained like a 
prince.“ 
I I was pleaſed at his laying hold of the laſt words 
& the landlord, in which he prevented me, who 
thinking myſelf affronted, faid, with an air of diſ- 
dain, « Produce this trout of yours, maſter Cor- 
eee, 
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e cuelo, and give yourſeif no concern about the 
e conſequence.”---Fhis was what the inn keeper 
wanted: he got it ready, and ſerved it up in a trice. 
At ſight of this new diſh, the paraſite's eyes ſparkled 
with joy; and he diſplayed as much reſpect for the 
fiſh, as he had already ſhewn for the eggs. At laſt, 
however, he was obliged to give gut, for fear of 
accidents, being erammed up to the very throat. 


Having therefore eaten and drank his bellyful, he 
thought proper to conclude the farce by riſing from 


table, and addreſſing me in thele words: © Signior 


« Gil Blas, I am too well ſatisfied with your 


good entertainment, to Icave you, without offer- 
ing an important piece of advice, which you ſrem 


to have great occalion for: henceforth beware of 


e praile, and be upon your guard againſt every 
« flranger. You may meet with others, like my- 


'« ſelf, inclined to regale themſelves at the expence 


of your credulity, and, perhaps, to puſh things 
« {till farther ; but ſuffer not yourſelf to be duped 
again, nor believe, for the future, though they 
<« ſhould ſwear it, that you are the eighth wonder 
of the world.”---So ſaying, he laughed in my 
face, and walked away. 

I was as much affected by this tranſaction as I 
have ſince been by misfortunes of far grearer con- 
fequence, I could not forgive mylelt tor having 
been ſo groſsly impoſed upon; or rather, I was 
mortified to find my pride ſo humbled. 

* How! ſaid I to myſelf, has the raſcal then 
« made a jeſt of me? His deſign in accoſting my 
& landlord in the ſtreet was only to pump out what 
« he could concerning me]; or perhaps they under- 
« ſtand each other! Ah! ſimple Gil Blas! hang 
& thyſelt for ihame, for having given ſuch knaves 


„an opportunity of turning thee into ridicule !. 


They will doubtleſs trump up a fine ſtory of this 
v affair, which will reach Oviedo, and doubtleſs 
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reflect a great deal of honour upon thee ; wy 
0 


e parents will repent their having thrown away 

« much good counſel on a booby : inſtead of ex- 
e horting me not to be guilty of robbing others, 
e they ought to have cautioned me againſt the 
« knavery of the 'world!” Chagrined with theſe 
mortifying reflections, and enflamed with reſent- 
ment, I locked my chamber door, and retired to 
bed; where, however, I did not ſleep ; for, before 


J could cloſe my eyes, the carrier came to acquaint 


me that he was ready to ſet out, and only waited 


for me: I roſe inſtantly; and while I was putting 
on my cloaths, Corcuelo brought me a bill, in 
Which, I aſſure you, the trout was not forgotten: 


and I was not only obliged to gratify his exorbi- 
tance, but I had allo the mortification to perceive, 
while I was ſettling his bill, that the ſarcaſtic knave 


remembered my adventure. After having = 
d 


ſauce for a ſupper, which to me was exceeding 


of digeſtion, I went to the muleteer with my bags, 


wiſhing the paraſite, the inn-keeper, and his inn, 
at the devil. | 


CHAT. Bk 


Of the temptation the carrier met ith on the road, and . conſ/e- 


quence. | How Git Blas, in attempting to get out of the ſtying- 
pan, fell into the fire, 


1 WAS not the only perſon who travelled with 


the cacrier; there were alſo in company two 
children belonging to a gentleman at Pennaflor, 


beſides a little ſtrolling ballad-ſinger of Mondo- 
nedo, and a young tradeſman of Aſtorga, who was 


bringing home a young woman whom he had mar- 
ried at Verco. We preſently became acquainted 
with each other, and every one, in a ſhort time, 


related whence he came, and whither he was going. 
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The new married lady, though young, was ſo, 
ſtupid and ordinary, that I enjoyed no great plea- 
{ure in looking at her; but her youth and plump- 
nels had a very different effect upon the carrier, 
who reſolved to make an attempt vpon her inclina- 
tions. His thoughts were employed the whole day 
in projecting this noble deſign, the execution of 
which he deterred until we ſhould arrive at our laſt 
ſtage, which happened to be at Cacabelos. He 
accordingly made us alight at the firſt inn we came 
to: this houſe was ſituated rather in the country 
than in the town, the landlord of which he knew ta 
be a coinplaiſant, obliging fellow. He took care 
to have us conducted into a remote apartment, 
where we were permitted to ſup in tranquility z 

but when our repaſt was ended, he entered with a 
furious look, crying, © Fire and fury! I am robbed 
of a hundred piſtoles, which ] had in a leathern 
bag, and I muſt have them immediately, or I 
* will apply to the magiſtrate of the place, who is 
no joker in theſe matters, and you ſhall all be 
put to the rack, till you confels the crime, and 
e reſtore the money.“ Having pronounced theſe 
dreadful words with a very ſerious air, he departed, 
leaving us all in the utmoſt conſternation, 

Being ſtrangers to each other, none of us had the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of the fineſſe : for my own part, I 
ſuſpected that the poor ballad-ſinger had done the 
\ deed, and, perhaps, he had the ſame opinion of me. 
Belides, we were all novices, utterly ignorant of 
the formalities uſed in ſuch caſes, and believed in 
good carneſt, that the proceſs would be begun by 
putting us all to the torture. Governed, there- 
tore, by our fears, we left the room with great pre- 
cipitation, ſome running into the ſtreet, others fly- 
ing into the garden, and every one betaking himſelf 
to his heels tor ſafety. The young tradelman of 
Aſtorga, as much terrified as any of us at the 
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thoughts of the torture, made his eſcape, like an- 
other ZXneas, without incommoding himſelf with 
his wife. It was then that the carrier, (as I have 
ſince been informed) more incontinent than his 
mules, and overjoyed to fee his ſtratagem ſucceed 
according to his expectation, went to the bride, 
boaſted of his ingenious artifice, and endeavoured 
to profit by the occaſion : but this Lucrece of the 
Aſturies, to whom the frightful aſpect of her tempter 
lent new ſtrength, made a vigorous reſiſtance, and 
ſcreamed moſt powerfully. The patrole, which 
happened at that inſtant to be paſſing by the houſe, 
which they knew to be a place worthy of their 
attention, went in, and demanded the reaſon of 
thoſe cries. The landlord, who ſat ſinging in the 
kitchen, and pretended to be totally ignorant of 
the matter, was obliged to conduct the officer and 
his guard into the chamber of the perſon who made 
the noiſe. They arrived very ſeaſonably, the chaſte. 
Aſturian being quite exhauſted; and the com- 
mander, (who was none of the molt delicate people 
in the world) no ſooner ſaw what was the matter, 
but he gave the amorous muleteer a wodden ſalu- 
tation with the handle of his halbert, addreſſing 
him at the ſame time in terms as offenſive to mo- 
deſty as the action that ſuggeſted them. Nor was 
this all; he apprehended the criminal, and carried 
him before the judge, together with his accuſer 
who, notwithſtanding her diforder, would have 
one voluntarily- to crave juſtice for the outrage 
that was committed upon her. 'The magiſtrate 
having heard, and attentively con{gdered the cauſe, 
found the defendant guilty, ordered him to be 
ſtripped and ſcourged in his prefnce ; and further 
decreed, that if the huſband of the plaintiff ſhould 
not appear before the next day, ſhe ſhould be 
eſcorted to Aſtorga by two horſemen, at the expence 
of the delinquent, XR EA. 
Ag 


GIL BLAS. 21 


As for me, more terrified, perhaps, than the reſt, 
I got into the country, and crofling innumerable 
fields and heaths, and leaping all the ditches I 
found in my way, I arrived at laſt at the ſide of a 
foreſt, and was juſt going into it, with a view of 
concealing myſelf in ſome thicket, when ſuddenly 
two men on horſeback appeared before me, and 
called, Who goes there?“ My ſurprize hinder- 
ing me from making an immediate anſwer, they 
advanced, and cach clapping a piſtol to my throat, 
commanded me to tell who I was, whence I came, 
what was my bulinets in that foreſt, and, above all 
things, not to conceal or diſguiſe the truth. To 
theſe interrogations, the manner of which ſeemed 
to me equal to the rack with which the carrier had 
threatened us, I replied, that I was a youth of 
Oviedo, going to Salamanca. TI recounted the 
alarm we had undergone, and confeſied, that the 
fear of being put to the torture had induced me to 
run away. They burit out into a loud laugh at 
this diſcovery, which manifeſted the ſimplicity of 
my heart; and one of them ſaid, Be not afraid, 
* my friend; come along with us, and fear no- 
thing: we will conduct thee to a place of ſafety.” 
So ſaying, he made me get up behind him, and 
then we retreated into the foreſt. 
Though 1 was at a loſs what to think of this 
rencounter, I did not preſage any thing bad from 
it; for, ſaid I to myſelf, if theſe men were thieves, 
they would have rabbed, and perhaps murdered me, 
at once: they mult certainly be honeſt gentlemen, 
who live in the neighbourhood, and who, ſeeing me 
in a panic, have commiſerated my condition, and 
carry me home with them out of charity. But I 
did not continue long in ſuſpenſe; for, after ſeveral 
windings and turnings, which we performed in 
great ſilence, we came to the foot of a hill, where 
we alighted ; and one of the horſemen ſaid to 155 
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* This is our dwelling- place.“ I looked about, 
but could diſcover neither houſe, hut, nor the leaſt 
appearance of any habitation. In the mean time, 
theſe two men lifted up a large wooden trap-door, 
covered with earth and brambles, which concealed 
the entrance of a long ſhelving paſſage under 
ground, into which the horſes went of themſelves, 
like animals that were uſed to it. Phe cavaliers, 
taking the ſame path, obliged me to follow them; 
then lowering the cover, with ropes faſtened to the 
inſide for that purpoſe, behold the worthy nephew 
of my uncle Peres caught like a mouſe in a trap. 


CHAP. IV. 


A deſcription of the ſubterranean habitation, and of what Gil Blat 
| | obſerved therein, : | 


NOW diſcovered what fort of gentlemen I wag 

in company with; and any one may eaſily con- 
ceive that this diſcovery effectually diſpelled my 
former fear: a terror more mighty, and better 
founded, took poſſeſſion of my ſoul! I expected 
nothing leſs than the loſs of my life, as well as my 
ducats; and looking upon myſelf as a victim lead- 
ing to the altar, walked, more dead than alive, 
between my two conductors, who perceiving me 
tremble, exhorted me in vain to fear nothing. 
When we had gone about two hundred paces, turn- 
ing and deſcending all the way, we entered into a 
ſtable, lighted by two large iron lamps hanging 
from the arch above. Here I ſaw great quantities 
of ſtraw, and a number of caſks full of provender : 
there was room enough for. twenty. horſes, though 
there were then only the two that we brought along 
with us, which an old negro, who ſeemed vigorous 
for his years, was faſtening to a manger. We went 
out of the ſtable, and by the diſmal glimmer of 
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fome lamps, that ſeemed to afford no other light 
than what was ſufficient to ſhew the horrors of it, 
came to a kitchen, where an old woman was buſy 
in broiling ſteaks, and providing for ſupper. The 
kitchen was adorned with all neceffary utenſils, and 
near it was a larder ſtored with all forts of provi- 
ſions. The cook (for I cannot avoid drawing her 
picture) was ſomewhat turned of ſixty: in her 
youth the hair of her head had been red as a carrot z 
for it was not yet ſo much bleached by time, but 
ſome ſhades of its primitive colour might ſtill be 
perceived : ſhe had an olive complexion, # chin 
pointed and prominent, with lips fallen in, a huge 
aquiline noſe that hung over her mouth, and eyes 
that appeared to be a mixture of red and purple. 

« Well, dame Leonarda, (ſaid one of my con- 

« ductors, preſenting me to this fair angel of dark- 
& neſs} here's a. young man we have brought for 
« you.” Then turning to me, and ſeeing me pale 
and diſmayed, Friend, ſaid he, take courage; 
« we will do thee no harm; but having occaſion 
« for a ſervant to aſſiſt our cook-maid, we met with 
« thee, and happy it is for thee we did: thou ſhalt 
„here ſupply the place of a young fellow, who 
« died about a fortnight ago : he was a lad of a 
« very delicate complexion ; but thou ſeemeſt to 
& be more robuſt, and wilt not die ſo ſoon : indeed 
thou wilt never behold the light of the ſun again; 
* but in lieu of that, thou ſhalt have good enter- 
* tainment, and an excellent fire. Thou ſhalt paſs 
thy time with Leonarda, who is a very gentle, 
« harmleſs creature, and enjoy all thy little conve- 
© niencies. I will convince thee, added he, that 
e thou haſt not got among beggars.” With thete 
words he took up a torch, and, bidding me follow 
him, carried me into a cellar, where I faw vaſt 
numbers of bottles and jars well corked, which; 
he aſſured me, were filled with excellent wine. He 
| afterwards 
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afterwards made me paſs through ſeveral apart- 
ments, ſome of which contained bales of Imen, 'V 
others of ſilks and ſtuffs: in one I perceived gold 1 
and ſilver. and great quantities of plate in different 4 
cupboards. After that I followed him into a large 1 
hall, illuminated by three branches of copper, giv- 
ing light alſo to the rooms that communicated with 
it: here he began to interrogate me again; afked 
my name, and my reaſon for leaving Oviedo; and 
having ſatisfied his curioſity in theſe particulars, 
« Well, Gil Blas, ſaid he, ſince thy intention in 1 
« quitting the place of thy nativity was to obtain 5 
<« ſome promotion, thou muſt certainly have been 
“ born with a caw] upon thy head, becauſe thou 
< haſt fallen into our hands. I have already told 


ce thee, that thou ſhalt live here in affluence, and 1 
<* roll upon gold and ſilver ; nay more, thou ſhalt 4 
<« be perfectly ſafe; for ſuch. is the contrivance of 1 


<« this retreat, that the officers of the holy brother- ö 
« hood may come into the foreſt an hundred times 
without diſcovering it. The entry is unknown 
<« to every living creature except me and my com- 
<« rades: perhaps thou wilt be amazed that it could 
« be executed without being perceived by the 
<< people in the nezghbourhood ! Know then, young 
lad, that this is not the work of our hands, but was 1 
<« made long ſince; for the Moors, after they had A 
<« oot poſſeſſion of Grenada, Arragon, and almoft 
„all Spain, the chriſtians, rather than ſubmit to 
« the yoke of infidels, fled and concealed them- | 
« ſelves in this country, in Biſcay, and in the ; 
* Atturies, 'wiither the valiant Don Pelagio re- 3 
tired: fugitives, and diſperſed in ſmall numbers, n 
6 — retired to mountains and woods; ſome 
lurked in caves, and others contrived ſubterranean 
* abodes, of which this is one. Being afterwards 
* {o fortunate as to drive their enemies out of Spain, 
they returned into the towns; and ever fince that 

time, 


« time, their retreats have ſerved for aſylums to 
« gentlemen of our profeſſion. Indeed, the holy 
« brotherhood * have diſcovered and deſtroyed ſome 
« of them; but there are {till ſeveral remaining ; 
« and, thank heaven, I have lived here in uninter- 
« rupted ſafety almoſt fifteen years. My name is 
captain Rolando: I am chief of the gang, and 
« he whom thou ſaweſt with me has the honour to 


ce ſerve under me.” 


CUHAE::.F: 


l 1 07 the arrival of more robbers in the ſubterranean babilation, 
1 and the agreeable converſation that happened among them. 


APTAIN Rolando had hardly done ſpeaking, 
when ſix new faces appeared in the hall; 
theſe were the lieutenant with five of the company, 
who returned loaded with booty, conſiſting of two 
hampers full of ſugar, cinnamon, pepper, figs, 
almonds and raiſins. . The lieutenant addreſſing 
himſelf to the captain, told him he had taken theſe 
hampers from a grocer of Benavento, whoſe mule 
he had alſo carried off. When he had thus given 
an account of his expedition to his ſuperior, the 
Pillage of the grocer was ordered into the ſtore- 
room, and it was unanimouſly agreed to make 
merry upon the occaſion. A table being covered 
in the great hall, I was ordered back into- the 
kitchen, where dame Leonarda inſtructed me in 
the nature of my office; and, yielding to neceſſity, 
(ſince my cruel ſtars had fo ordained) I yg 
my ſorrow, and prepared myſelf tor the ſervice of 


thoſe worthy gentlemen. . 


* The boly brotherhood in Spain, called la Santa Hermandad, was on 
aflociation to ſuppreſs robber, in times of civil commotion z and there is 
naw an eſtabliſhment in all the kingdoms and provinces of Spain, for the 


lame purpoſe, 
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My firſt eſſay was on the ſide-board, which I 
decorated with ſilver cups, and many ſtone-bottles 
of that excellent wine which Signior Rolando had 
praiſed fo laviſhly. I afterwards brought in two 
ragouts, which were no. ſooner ſerved, than the 
whole company ſat down to table. They began 
with a good appetite, while I attended behind, 
ready to ſupply them with wine; and acquitted 
myſelf ſo well in my new office, that I had the 
honour to be complimented upon my behaviour, 
The captain related my hiſtory in a few words, 
which afforded much diverſion ; and afterwards 
obſerved, that I was not without merit : but I 
was at. that time perfectly cured of my vanity, 
and could hear myſelf praiſed without danger. 
Not one of them was ſilent on the ſubject; they 
ſaid nature had formed me to be their cup-bearer z 
that I was worth an hundred of my predeceſſor; 
and although dame Leonarda, ſince his death, had 
been honoured with the office of preſenting nectar 
to theſe internal gods, they deprived her of that 
glorious employment, with which they inveſted me. 
Thus, hke a young Ganymede, I ſucceeded this 
ancient Hebe. | 

A large diſh of roaſt meat, ſerved up after the 
ragouts, finiſhed the repaſt of theſe gormandizing 
thieves, who, drinking in proportion to their glut- 
tony, preſently: became frolickſome, made a hide- 
ous noiſe, and ſpoke all together: one began a 
ſtory, another cut a jeſt, a third ſhouted, a fourth 
ſung; in ſhort, there was nothing but riot and con- 
tuſton ! At length Rolando, tired of a ſcene in 
which he was ſo little regarded, ſaid, (with a voice 
ſo loud that it ſilenced the whole company) Gen- 
« tlemen, I have a propoſal to make: inſtead of 
« ſtunning one another in this manner, by ſpeaking 
all at the ſame time, would it not be better to 
entertain ourſelves, like reaſonable creatures? 

| * A thought 
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&« A thought has juſt ſtruck me, that ſince the time 


* of our aſſociation, we have never had the curioſity 
*« to know from what families we are derived, and 
« by what train of adventures we have been ſeve- 
rally led to embrace this profeſſion : theſe mat- 
ters being worthy to be known, let us, for our 
& amuſement, communicate them to each other.” 
The lieutenant, and the reſt, as if they had ſome- 
thing very curious to relate, embraced, with great 
demonſtrations of joy, the propoſal of their chief, 
who began his own hiſtory, as follows. 
Gentlemen, you muſt know that I am the only 
ſon of a rich citizen of Madrid; my birth-day was 
celebrated in the family by vaſt rejoicings; my 
father, pretty far advanced in years, was raviſhed 
at the ſight of an heir, and my mother undertook 
to ſuckle me at her own breaſt. Her father, who 
was ſtill living, was a good old man, who meddled 
with nothing but his beads, and was fond of re- 
counting his own warlike exploits, having been 
many years in the army. Becoming inſenſibly the 
idol of theſe three perſons, I was inceſſantly dandled 
in their arms. Leſt ſtudy ſhould fatigue me in my 
tender years, I was allowed to ſpend them in the 
moſt childiſh amuſements ; my father obſerving, 
that children ought not to apply ſeriouſly to any 
thing, until time ſhould have ripened the under- 
ſtanding, In expectation of this maturity, though 
I neither learned to read nor write, yet I made ex- 
cellent uſe of my time, for my father taught me a 
thouſand different amuſements: I became perfectly 
acquainted with cards; I was no ſtranger to dice; 
and my grandfather filled my head with romantic 
ſtories of the military expeditions in which he had 
been engaged. He ſung the ſame catches over and 
over every day, and when I had learned ten 
or a dozen lines by heart, by dint of hearing 
them repeated for three months together, my me- 
E mory 
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mory became a ſubject for admiration to my pa- 
rents, who ſeemed equally ſatisfied with my genius. 
When exerciſing the liberty I enjoyed of ſpeaking 
whatever came uppermoſt, I uſed to interrupt their 
diſcourſe with my nonſenſical jargon, © What a 
& charming creature it is! would my father cry, 
(looking at me with inexpreſſible delight) while my 
mother overwhelmed me with careſſes, and my old 


grandſire wept with joy. I committed, in their 


preſence, the moſt indecent actions with impunity: 
every thing was forgiven; and, in ſhort, I was 
adored. At length, however, having attained my 
twelfth year, without being put to ſchool, a maſter 
was provided; but he received particular orders to 
inſtruct me without uſing any ſeverities, being only 
permitted to threaten me ſometimes, with a view of 
mſpiring me with ſome __ of awe. This per- 
miſſion had not the molt ſalutary effects upon me; 
for I either laughed at his menaces, or, with tears 
in my eyes, went and complained to my mother 
and grandfather of his barbarity. It was in vain 
for the poor devil to endeavour to juſtify himſelf, 


he was looked upon as a tyrant, and my aſſertion 
always believed, in ſpite of his remonſtrance. I 


happened one day to ſcratch myſelf, upon which, 
ſetting up my pipes, as if he had murdered me, my 
mother came running in, and turned my maſter 

ut of doors, though he ſolemnly proteſted that he 
had not even touched me. Sf 

I got rid of all my preceptors in the ſame man- 
ner, till one preſented himſelf that perfectly ſuited 
me: this was a batchelor of Alcala; an excellent 
tutor for the child of a perſon of faſhion! he was a 
lover of play, women, and wine, conſequently the 
fitteſt perſon in the world for me, The firſt thing 
he ſet about was by gentle means, to gain my 
affection, in which he ſucceeded; and, in ſo doing, 
gained the eſteem of my parents, who left me 
Kg 3 nay | entirely 
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entirely to his management. Indeed they. had no 
reaſon to repent of their confidence; for, in a very 
ſhort time, he made me perfect in the knowledge 
of the world: by taking me with him to the places 
he frequented, I imbibed his taſte fo well, that, 
except 1n learning, I became an univerſal proficient; 
and when he found I had no further occaſion for 
his inſtructions, he went to offer them elſewhere. 

If, during my childhood, I had enjoyed great 
liberty at home, it was quite another thing, oh I 
became maſter of my own actions. It was my con- 
ſtant amuſement to ridicule my parents, who did 
nothing but laugh at my ſprightly ſallies, which 
were the more agreeable, the more inſolence they 
contained. In the mean time, I committed all 
kinds of debauchery, in the company of other 
youths of the ſame diſpoſition ; and as our parents 
did not ſupply us with caſh ſufficient to ſupport ſuch 
a delicious life, every one pilfered what he could, 
at his own home : that being alſo inſufficient, we 
began to rob in the night-time; when, unfortu- 
nately, we were detected, and the corregidor would 
have cauſed us to be apprehended, had we not been 
informed of his treacherous deſign. Upon which 
we conſulted our ſafety in flight, and transferred 
the ſcene of our exploits to the highway. Since 
that time, gentlemen, God, of his great mercy, has 
permitted me to grow old in my profeſſion, in ſpite 
of the dangers to which it is expoſed.“ 

The captain having left off ſpeaking, the heu- 
_ tenant, taking his turn, began thus : “ Gentlengen, 
an education quite 2 * to that of captain Ro- 
lando has, nevertheleſs, produced the ſame effect. 
My father was a butcher of Toledo, and reckoned 
the greateſt brute in the whole city; nor was my 
mother of a more gentle diſpoſition. While I was 
an infant, they both whipped me as if it had been 
through emulation, at the rate of a thouſand ſtripes 
: | a day: 
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a day: the leaſt fault: I committed was attended 
with the ſevereſt chaſtiſement; and it was in vain 
for me to aſk pardon, with tears in my eyes, and 
proteſt that I was ſorry for my faults: far from 
being forgiven, I was frequently puniſhed without 
a cauſe ; while my father belaboured me, my mo- 
ther, (as if he had not exerted himſelf) inſtead of 
interceding for her child, often came to his aſſiſt- 
ance. This treatment inſpired me with ſuch an aver- 
fion for my paternal habitation, that I ran away 
before I had attained my fourteenth year; and tak- 
ing the road of Arragon, went to Saragoſa, ſubſiſt- 
ing on charity by the way. There I aſſociated with 
| beggars, who led a pretty comfortable life: they 
taught me to counterfeit blindneſs, to appear lame, 
and afflict my limbs with fictitious ulcers, &c. In 
the morning, like players, who diſguiſe themſelves 
to appear upon the ſtage, we prepared ourſelves, for 
the different characters we intended to act, and 
every one took his poſt : in the evening we met 
again, and regaled all night, at the expence of thoſe 
who had had compaſſion on us in the day. Weary, 
however, of living among thoſe wretches, and am- 
bitious of appearing in e ſphere, I conſorted 
with ſome knights of the poſt, who taught me many, 
ſtratagems; but we were ſhortly obliged to quit 
Saragoſa, having quarrelled with a certain juſtice, 
whoſe protection we had enjoyed. Every one took 
his own courſe: for my part, I enliſted in a 
company of brave fellows, who put travellers under 
contribution, and was fo well pleated with their 
manner of living, that, hitherto, I have never felt 
the leaſt inclination to ſeek another employment. 
I am therefore, gentlemen, very much obliged to 
the barbarity of my parents; for, had they been a 
little lefs ſavage in their treatraent of me, inſtead of 
being an honourable heutenant, I ſhould now have 
been a poor miſerable butcher.” 

« Gentlemen, 
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« Gentlemen, ſaid a young thief, who ſat be- 
tween the captain and lieutenant, the ſtories we 
have heard, are neither ſo complicated, nor ſo curi- 
ous as mine: I owe my being to a peaſant's wife, 
who lived in the neighbourhood of Seville : three 
weeks after my birth, (being ſtill young, handſome, 
and healthy) it was propoſed to her, to nurſe the 
only ſon of a man of quality, lately born in Seville. 
This propoſal my mother chearfully accepted, and 
went to fetch the child, which being committed to 
her care, ſhe no ſooner brought it home, than per- 
ceiving ſome ſmall reſemblance between us, ſhe was 
reſolved to make me pals for the infant of quality, 
in hopes ſhe ſhould one day be well rewarded by 
me, for the kind office. My father, who was not 
more ſcrupulous than his neighbours, approved of 
the contrivance ; ſo that, after having made us ex- 
change our ſwaddling-cloatns, the fon of Don Rod- 
rigo de Herrera was tent to another nurſe, under my 
name, and my mother ſuckled me under his. 

_ « Notwithſtanding al! the fine things that are ſaid 
of inſtinct and the prevalence of blood, the little 
ntleman's parents did not diſcover the exchange : 
they had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the trick that was 
layed upon them; for, till J was ſeven years old, 
4 continually in their arms. Their intention 
being to make me a compleat cavalier, all ſorts of 
maſters were provided for me; but I had no great 
inclination for the exerciſes I learned, and ſtill leſs 
reliſh for the ſciences they taught me: I was much 
more delighted in playing with the ſervants, for 
whole company I frequented the kitchen and ſtable. 
But play, however, was not long my | gangs wane; 
paſſion ; for before I was ſeventeen, I got drunk 
every day of my life, and ſeduced all the women in 
the houſe; but attached myſelf chiefly to the cook- 
maid, who appeared to merit my principal regard. 
She was a fat, jolly wench, whole pleaſantry and 
ſleekneſs 
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fleekneſs took my fancy much; and I made love to 
her with ſo little circumſpection, that Don Rodri 
himſelf perceived it. He reprimanded me ſharply, 
reproached me with the baſeneſs of my inclinations, 
and, leſt the ſight of this amiable object ſhould ren- 
der his remonſtrances ineffectual, he turned my 
princeſs out of doors. 

« I was highly diſguſted at this procedure, and 


was determined to be revenged : with this view, I 


ſtole his lady's jewels, and going in queſt of my fair 
Helen, who had retired to the houſe of a waſher- 
woman of her acquaintance, I carried her off in 
triumph at noon-day, that nobody might be igno- 
rant of my paſſion. After this, I conducted her 

into her own country, where I married her in a very 
folemn manner, that I might not only give Herrera 
the more vexation, but alſo afford a worthy ex- 
ample to all the children of quality. Three 
months after my marriage, I was informed of the 


death of Don Rodrigo, a piece of news I did not 


receive with indifference ; but repairing inſtantly to 
Seville, to demand his eſtate, I found things ſtrangely 
altered! My mother, who was dead, had been filly 
enough, on her death-bed, to confeſs the whole 
affair, in the preſence of the parſon of the pariſh, 
and other credible witneſſes; in conſequence of 
which, the real fon of Don Rodrigo was already in 

ſſeſſion of my fortune or rather of his own; and 

d been the more joyfully received, on account of 
their being diſſatisfied with me. Having, there- 
fore, nothing to expect from that quarter, and no 
longer feeling any violent inclination for my fat 
ſpouſe, I joined ſome gentlemen of the road, with 
whom I began my expeditions.” | 

The young robber having finiſhed his ſtory, an- 
other informed us, © That he was the fon of a 
merchant at Burgos, and, in his youth, prompted 
by an indiſcreet deyotion, had taken the habit, and 
profeſſed 
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profeſſed a very auſtere order, from which, in a 
few years, he apoſtatized.” In ſhort, theſe eight 
highwaymen related their hiſtory in their turns, 
and when I had heard them all, I was not at 
all ſurprized to find them together. The ſubject 
was atterwards changed; ſeveral projects for their 
next excurſion were brought upon. the carpet ; 
and, after having come to a determination, they got 
up from table, in order to retire to reſt, Having 
lighted their wax candles, and withdrawn, I at- 
tended captain Rolando into his chamber, where, 
while I helped to undreſs him, he ſaid, Well, 
„Gil Blas, thou ſeeſt in what manner we live: we 
« are always merry, and hatred and diſcontent 
e never get footing among us: we never quarrel 
c with one another, but are more united than a 
© brotherhood of monks: indeed, my lad, thou, 
wilt lead a very agreeable life in this place; for I, 
edo not believe thou art fool enough to boggle at 
&« living with robbers. Doſt thou really think there 
are any honeſter people in the world than we are! 
No, child, every one loves to prey upon his fel- 
« lows: it is an univerſal principle, though vari- 
« ouſly exerted. Conquerors, for example, ſeize. 
> _ the territories of their neighbours ; people, 
ce of quality. borrow without any intention of repay- 
ing; bankers, treaſurers, exchange-brokers, clerks, 
and merchants of all kinds, great and ſmall, are 
e not very ſcrupulous in theſe matters. As for your 
« limbs of the law, it would be unneceſſary to men- 
<« tion them; every body knows what they can do: 
« | muſt own, however, that they have ſomewhat 
te more humanity than we have, for we often put 
innocent people to death, and they ſometimes 


« ſave the lives of the guilty.” 
Vor. I. F CHA P. 
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CHAP. VI, 
How Gil Blas attempted to mate his eſeape, and the ſuccgſi thereof. 


FTER the captain of the gang had made this 
apology for his profeſſion, he went to bed, 
and I returned into the hall, where I uncovered the 
table, and put every thing in order: from thence I 
went into the kitchen, where Domingo (fo was the 
old negro called) and dame Leonarda expected me 
to ſupper. Though I had not much appetite, I 
ſat down with them; but as I could not eat, and 
appeared as melancholy as I had reaſon to be, 
theſe two beings, equally qualified, undertook to 
give me conſolation: < Why do you make your- 
e ſelf uneaſy, child? ſaid the old lady, you ought 
rather to rejoice at your good fortune.—You are 
' « young, and ſeem to be of an eaſy temper; conſe- 
<« quently would have been, in a ſhort time, loft in 
<« the world: there you would have fallen into the 
c hands of libertines, who would have led you into 
ce all manner of debauchery ; but here your inno- 
« cence has found a fecure haven.” © Dame Leo- 
& narda is in the right, replied the old black-a-moor 
er with great gravity, and let me add, the world is 
« full of affiiction : thank heaven, therefore, my 
< lad, for having at once delivered thee from the 
e dangers, difficulties, and miſery of life.“ | 
I patiently endured their diſcourſe, becauſe fret- 
ting would have done me no manner of ſervice. 
Ar length Domingo, having eaten and drank plen- 
tifully, retired into the ſtable ; while Leonarda, 
with a lamp in her hand, conducted me into a ca- 
vern, which ſerved as a burying- place to thoſe rob- 
bers who died a natural death, and in which I per- 
ceived a miſerable truckle- bed, that had more the 
appearance of a tomb than a couch : This, = 
c& { e 
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te ſhe, is your bedchamber : the lad, who you have 
e the good fortune to ſucceed, ſlept here, as long as 
« he lived among us; and now that he is dead, 
e repoſes in the ſame place. He ſlipt away in the 
& flower of his age; but I hope you will not be fo 
« fooliſh as to follow his example.” She then put 
the light into my hand, and returned to her kitchen. 
I ſet the lamp upon the ground, and threw myſelf 
upon the bed, not ſo much in expectation of en- 
Joying the leaſt ue, as with a view to indulge 
my melancholy reflection. O heavens, cried I, 
„was ever deſtiny ſo terrible as mine! I am ba- 
ce niſhed from the light of the ſun; and, as if it 
&* was not enough to be buried alive at the age of 
e eighteen, I am reduced to the neceſſity of waiting 
& upon thieves, to ſpend the day among highway- 
e men, and the night among the dead!“ Theſe 
ſuggeſtions, which leemed to me, and were, in effect, 
extremely ſhocking, brought a deluge of tears from 
my eyes. A thouſand times I curſed my uncle's 
deſign of ſending me to Salamanca; | repented of 
having fled from the juſtice at Cacabelos, and even 
withed I had ſubmitted to the torture. But recol- 
lecting that I conſumed myſelf in unavailing com- 
plaints, I began to think of ſome means by which I 
might eſcape. * What! ſaid I to myſelf, is it then 
e 1mpoſſible to deliver myſelf! the thieves are 
« aſleep, the cook-maid and negro will be ſo ſhortly : 
cannot I, while they are all quiet, by the help of 
« my lamp, find out the paſſage through which I 
e detcended to this internal abode ? Indeed, I have 
not ſtrength enough to lift the trap door, that 
covers the entry; but however, that I may have 
nothing to reproach myſelf with, 1 will attempt 
it: deſpair will, perhaps, ſupply me with ſtrength, 

% and who knows but I may accompliſh it.” 
Having projected this great deſign, I roſe when I 
imagined Leonarda and Domingo were at reſt ; and 
F 2 taking 
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taking the lamp in my hand, went out of the ca- 
vern, recommending myſelf to all the ſaints in pa- 
radiſe. It was not without great difficulty that I 
found again all the windings of this new labyrinth, 
and arrived at the door of the ſtable ; where, per- 
ceiving the paſſage I was in ſearch of, J went into it, 
advancing towards the trap with as much nimble- 
neſs as joy : but, alas! in the middle of the en 
I met with a curſed iron grate, faſt locked, and the 

bars ſo cloſe. to one another, that I could hardly 
thruſt my hand between them. I was confounded 
at the ſight of this new obſtacle, which I had not ob- 
ſerved when I came in, the grate being then open. 
I did not fail, however, to examine the bars and the 
lock, which I even attempted to force; when ſud- 
denly I felt acroſs my ſhoulders five or ſix hearty 
thwacks with a bull's pizzle! upon which I uttered 
ſuch a dreadful yell, that the whole cavern echoed 
with the ſound ; and preſently looking behind me, 
perceived the old negro in his ſhirt, with a dark 
lanthorn in one hand, and the inſtrument of his pu- 
niſhment in the other, * Ah ha! Mr. Wiſeacre, ſaid 
he, you want to make your eſcape, do you? You 
c mutt not imagine that I am to be caught napping. 
e heard you the whole time. I ſuppoſe you thought 
« the grate was open, did not you? Know, young 
« Trimmer, that henceforth thou ſhalt always find 
te it ſhut; and that when we detain any body here, 
< againſt his inclination, he muſt be more cunning 
& than thou, if ever he makes his eſcape.” 

In ͤ the mean time, two or three of the thieves, 
ſtarting out of their ſleep at the noiſe of my cries, 
and believing the holy brotherhood 'was coming 
plump upon them, got up in a hurry, and alarmed 
their companions. In an inſtant all were aſſembled, 
and, {eizing their ſwords and carabines, advanced 
half naked to the place where Domingo chaſtiſed 
me; but they no ſooner underſtood the cauſe of the 

| noiſe 
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noiſe they had heard, than their alarm was con- 

verted into fits of laughter. How, Gil Blas, ſaid 
e the apoſtate thief, thou haſt not been among us 
« above ſix hours, and wantelt to take thy leave of 
« us already] Thou mutt certainly have a great 
« averſion to a retired life, hah ? What wouldeſt 
& thou do, if thou wert a Carthuſian friar? Go to 
bed; thou art pardoned for this time, on account 
of the ſtripes Domingo has beſtowed on thee; 
but ſhouldeſt thou ever make another effort to 
<* eſcape, by St. Bartholomew! we will flay thee 
« alive.” After theſe words, he withdrew ; the 
other thieves retired into their apartments; the old 
negro, proud of his exploit, returned into his ſtable; 
and I ſneaked back to my Golgotha, where I paſſed 
the remaining part of the night in ſighs and tears. 


CHAP. VIL 
What Gil Blas did, when he could do no better. 


URING the firſt days of my captivity, I was 
afraid I ſhould have ſunk under the ſorrow 

that oppreſſed me, and might -have been ſaid to 
have endured a kind of living death; but at laſt my 
pu genius inſpired me with the reſolution to du- 
emble : I affected to appear leſs unealy than uſual ; 
I began to laugh and ſing, though, God knows, it 
was much againſt my inclination. In a word, I 
counterfeited fo well, that Leonarda and Domingo 
were deceived, and believed that the bird was at laſt 
reconciled to his cage. The robbers were of the 
ſame opinion; for I aſſumed an air of gaiety when 
I filled wine for them, and mingled 1n their con-. 
verſation, whenever I found an opportunity of ſay- 
ing a pleaſant thing. This freedom, far from giv- 
ing — afforded them diverſion. © Gil Blas, 
( ſaid the captain to me one evening, while I enter- 
& tained 
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« tainted them in this manner) tou doſt well, my 
<« Jad, to baniſh thy melancholy : I am delighted 
<« with thy wit and humour: I find people are not 
« |:nown all at once; for I did not think thou hadft 


« been fo ſprightly and agreeable.” | | 

The reft contributed their portion of commenda- 
tions, and appeared fo well ſatisfied with me, that, 
taking the advantage of this good diſpoſition, 
« Gentlemen, ſaid I, permit me to declare my 
cc mind: ſince my abode in this place, I find my- 
« ſelf quite a different ſort of a perſon from what I 
« was heretofore. You have diveſted me of the 
« prejudices of education, and I inſenſibly imbibe 
« your diſpoſition: I have a taſte for your pro- 
<« feflion, and an anxious deſire of being honoured 
« with the name of your companion, and of ſhar- 
ing the dangers of your expeditions.” The whole 
company approved of my diſcourſe, and com- 
mended my ſpirit; it was therefore unanimouſly 
reſolved to let me ſerve a little longer, in order to 
approve myſelf worthy, and then to carry me out 
in their excurſions ; after which 1 ſhould obtain 
the honourable poſt which I ſolicited. 

I was now obliged to perſiſt in my diffimulation, - 
and continue to exerciſe the office of cup-bearer; a 
circumſtance that mortified me extremely: for my 
deſign in aſpiring to the honour of being a thief, 
was only to have the liberty of taking the air with 
the reſt, in hopes that 1 ſhould find an opportunity 
to eſcape from them, in the courſe of their expedi- 
tions. This hope was my only conſolation ; but it 


was lo diſtant a proſpect, that I attempted more 


than once to baffle the vigilance of Domingo; 
though it was never in my power, he being always 


ſo much upon his guard, that | would have defied 


an hundred Orpheus's to charm ſuch a Cerberus. 


Indeed, I did not do my utmoſt to deceive him, 


leſt I ſhould have wakened his ſuſpicion; for he 
5 | had 
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had a hawk's eye over me, and I was obliged to act 
with the utmoſt circumſpection, that I _ not 
betray myſelf. I therefore reſigned myſelf to my 
fate, until the time preſcribed by the robbers, for 
receiving me into their gang, ſhould be expired; 
and this event I expected as impatiently as if i had 
been to be inrolled in a lift of commiſtioners. 

Heaven be praiſed ! in ſix months that time ar- 
rived ; when captain Rolando, addreſſing himſelf 
to his company, ſaid, © Gentlemen, we muſt per- 
e form our promiſe with Gil Blas: I entertain no 
«-bad opinion of the young fellow, and I hope we 
« ſhall make ſomething of him: it is therefore my 
opinion, that we take him with us to-morrow to 
gather laurels on the highway, and uſher him into 
the path of glory.” The robbers agreed to the 
propotal of their captain; and, to ſhew that they 
already looked upon me as one of their companions, 
from that moment diſpenſed with my ſervice, and 
re-eſtabliſhed dame Leonarda in the office vehich ſhe 
had reſigned to make room for me. They obliged 
me to caſt off my habit, that conſiſted of a wretched 
threadbare ſhort caſſock, and dreſſed me in the ſpoils 
of a gentleman whom they had lately robbed ; after 
which I prepared for my firſt campaign. 


C. HAP. VN 


. Gil Blas accampanies the thieves. What an exploit b performs on 
the highway, 


I. the month of September, towards the cloſe of 
the evening, I came out of the cavern in com- 
pany with the robbers. 1 was armed, like them, 
with a carabine, two piſtols, ſword and bayonet, 
and mounted on a pretty good horſe, which they 
had taken from the ſame gentleman whoſe cloaths. 
I wore. Having lived {6 long in darkneſs, * 
, 4 y 
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day broke, I was dazzled with the light, which, 


however, ſoon became familiar to my eyes. 
Having paſſed near Ponferrada, we lay in ambuſh 
in a ſmall wood which bordered on the road to 
Leon. There we waited, expeCting fortune would 
throw ſome good luck in our way, when we per- 
cerved a friar of the order of St. Dominic (contrary 
to the cuſtom of theſe good fathers) riding upon a 
mule: © Thank heaven! (cried the captain, laugh- 
ing) now for a trial of the abilities of Gil Blas! 
« Let him go and unload the friar, while we ob- 
« ſerve his behaviour.” They were all of opinion 
that this was a very proper commiſſion for me, and 
exhorted me to acquit myſelf handſomely in it. 
dc Gentlemen, ſaid I, you ſhall be fatisfied : I wilt 
c kave the prieſt as naked as my hand, and bring 
<« hither his mule in a twinkling.” No, no, re- 
* plied Rolando, ſhe is not worth the trouble; 
bring us only his reverence's purſe, that is all we 
expect of thee.” For this purpoſe I ſallied from 
the wood, and made towards the holy father, beg- _ 
ing heaven, all the way, to pardon ho crime I was 
haftening to commit. | would gladly have made 
my eſcape at that moment ; but moſt of the thieves 
were better mounted than myſelf, and, had. they 
perceived me running away, would have been at 
my heels in an inſtant, and wauld have entrapped 
me again in a very ſhort time, or, perhaps, Mon 
diſcharged their carabines at me; in which caſe I 
ſhould have been wretchedly off indeed. Not dar- 
ing, therefore, to hazard ſuch a delicate ſtep, | came 
up with the prieſt, and clapping a piſtol to his 
breaſt, demanded his purſe. He ſtopped ſhort to 
ſurvey me, and, without ſeeming. much afraid, 
Child, ſaid he, thou art very young: thou haſt 
engaged in a bad trade betimes. Bad as it is, 
father, replied I, I wiſh I had begun it ſooner.” 
* Ah!-ſon, ſon, faid the good friar, who did not 
| * comprehend 
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« comprehend the true meaning of my words, 
« what infatuation! Allow me to repreſent to you 
« thy miſerable condition.” O father, faid I, 
« interrupting him haſtily, a truce with your ad- 
& monitions, if you pleaſe : I did not come upon 
« the highway to hear ſermons; I want money.” 
« Money! cried he, with an air of aſtoniſhment, 
* you are little acquainted with the charity of the 
« Spaniards, if you think people of my cloth have 
&« occaſion for money while they travel in this king- 
« dom. You are deceived; we are every where 
« chearfully received, and furniſhed with lodging 
« and victuals, nothing being aſked in return but 
« our prayers: in ſhort, we never carry money 
c about us on the road; but confide altogether in 
* Providence.“ That won't go down with me, 
64 replied I: your dependence is not altogether ſo 
« viſionary; for you have always ſome good piſtoles 
te jn reſerve, to make more ſure of Providence, 
« But, my good father, added I, let us come to the 
te point: my comrades, who are in that wood, be- 
e pin to be impatient ; throw your purſe upon the 
« oround inſtantly, or I ſhall certainly murder 
&« you.” 
| At theſe words, which were accompanied with a 
menacing look, the friar, ſeeming afraid of his life, 
ſaid, Hold! I will ſatisfy you then, ſince there is 
4a neceſſity for it: rhetoric, I ſee, has no effect 
upon people of your profeſſion.” He then pulled 
from beneath his gown a large purſe of ſnamoy 
leather, which he dropt upon the ground. I told 
him he might continue his journey; a permiſſion 
he did not give me the trouble of repeating; but 
clapped ſpurs to his mule, which, contrary to the 
opinion I had conceived of her, (for I imagined ſhe 
was not much better than my uncle's) inſtantly 
went off at a pretty round pace. As ſoon as he was 
at a diſtance, I alighted, and taking up the purſe, 
Yor. I. G which 


42 The ADVENTURES of 


which ſeemed heavy, mounted again, and returned 
to the wood in a trice, where the robbers waited 
with impatience to congratulate me upon.my vic- 
tory. Scarce would they give me time to diſmount, 
ſo eager were they to embrace me: * Courage, 
« Gil Blas! ſaid Rolando, thou haſt done wonders. 
<« have had my eyes on thee during thy expedi- 
<« tion: I have carefully obſerved thy countenance, 
<« and I propheſy that thou wilt, in time, become a 
. © moſt excellent highwayman.” The lieutenant, 
and the reſt of the gentlemen, approved of the pre- 
diction, which they aſſured me I ſhould one day 
certainly fulfil. I thanked them for the high idea 
they had conceived of me, and promiſed to do 
every thing in my power to ſupport it. 

After loading me with ſo much unmerited praiſe, 
they were defirous of examining the booty I had 
made. Come, ſaid they, let us ſee what there is 
& in the friar's purle.” © It ought to be well fur- 
e niſhed, continued one among them, for thole 
ce holy fathers don't travel like pilgrims.” The 
captain untied the purſe, and, opening it, pulled 
out two or three handfuls of copper medals, 3 
bits of hallowed wax, and ſome ſcapularies. At 
the ſight of ſuch an uncommon booty, all the rob- 
bers burſt out into immoderate fits of laughter. 
+ Upon my ſoul, cried the lieutenant, we are very 
& much obliged to Gil Blas for having, in his firſt 
« eſſay, performed a theft ſo ſalutary to the com- 
e pany.” This piece of wit produced more. The 
villains, and he in particular who had apoſtatized, 
began to be very merry upon the occaſion: a thou- 
{and ſallies eſcaped them, that too well denoted the 
depravity of their hearts. 1 was the only perſon 
who did not laugh, my mirth being checked by 
the ralliers, who enjoyed themſelves at my expence. 
Every one having thot his bolt, the captain ſaid 

| to 
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to me, © Faith, Gil Blas, I adviſe thee as a friend 
« not to joke any more with monks, who are, 
« generally ſpeaking, too arch and cunning for 
* fach as thee to deal with.” 


C H A P * IX. f 
Of the ſerious affair that followed this adventure, 


E continued in the wood the greatelt part of 
the day, without perceiving any traveller 
that could make amends for our diſappointment 
with the prieſt. At laſt we left it, in order to return 
to our cavern, confining our exploits to that ludi- 
crous event, which ſtill conſtituted the ſubject of 
our diſcourſe ; when we perceived at a diſtance a 
coach drawn by four mules, advancing at a briſk 
trot, and eſcorted by three men on horſeback, who, 
ſeemed to be well armed. Rolando ordered his 
troop to halt, and held a council upon this matter; 
the reſult of which was, that they ſhould attack the 
coach. We were immediately arranged according 
to his direction, and marched up to it in order of 
battle. In ſpite of the applauſe I had acquired in 
the wood, 1 felt myſelf ſeized with an univerſal 
tremor, and immediately a cold ſweat broke out 
all over my body, which I looked upon as no very 
favourable omen. To crown my good luck, I was 
ſtationed in the front of the line, between the cap- 
tain and lieutenant, that I might accuſtom myſelf 
at once to ſtand fire. Rolando obſerving how much 
nature ſuffered within me, looked at me aſkance, 
ſaying, with a fierce countenance, 4+ Hark'ee, Gil 
glas, remetnber to do thy duty; for if thou art 
„ backward, III blow thy brains out.” I was too 
well perſuaded he would keep his word, to neglect 
this caution; I therefore thought of nothing now 
but of recommending my ſoul to God. 
| | 5 In 
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In the mean time, the coach and horſemen ap- 
proached ; who knowing what ſort of gentry we 
were, and gueſſing our deſign by our appearance, 
ſtopped within muſket- hot. While they were 
preparing to receive us, a gentleman of a good de- 
portment, and richly dreſſed, came out of the 
coach, and mounting a horſe that was led by one 
of his attendants, put himſelf at their head, with- 
out any other arms than a ſword and a pair of 
piſtols. Though they were only four againſt nine, 
(the coachman remaining on the ſeat) they advanced 
towards us with a reſolution that redoubled my 
fear: I did not omit, however, to make ready to 
fire, though I trembled in every joint; and, to 
ſpeak the truth, I ſhut my eyes, and turned away 
my head, when I diſcharged my carabine ; and, 
conſidering the manner in which I fired, my con- 
ſcience ought to be acquitted on that ſcore. 

I will not pretend to deſcribe the action; for 
although I was preſent, I ſaw nothing of what 
paſted ; and my fear, in confounding my imagina- 
tion, concealed from me the horror of the ſpectacle 
that occaſioned it. All I know of the matter is, 
that, after a great noiſe of firing, I heard my com- 
panions cry, Victory! victory! At that acclama- 
tion, the terror, which had taken poſſeſſion of my 
ſenſes, diſſipated, and I beheld the four horſemen 
ſtretched, lifeleſs, on the field of battle. On our 
fide we had loſt but one man, and he was no other 
than the apoſtate, who had met with his deſerts for 


his apoſtacy and profane jeſts upon the ſcapularies. 


The lieutenant received a wound in the arm; but 
it was a very flight one, the ſhot having only 


grazed the ſkin. 
Captain Rolando ran immediately to the door of 


the coach, in which there was a lady of about 


twenty-five years of age, who appeared very hand- 
ſome, notwithſtanding the melancholy condition ih 


which 


5 
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which we beheld her, for ſhe had ſwooned duſing 
c 


the engagement, and was not yet recovered. Wh 

he was engaged in looking after her, we took care 
of the booty. We began with ſecuring the horſes 
of the killed, which, trighted at the noiſe of the 
firing, had run away, after having loſt their riders. 
The mules had not ſtirred, although the coachman 
(during the action) had quitted his ſeat, in order to 
make his eſcape. We alighted, and, unyoking, 
loaded them with ſome trunks we found faſtened 
to the coach, before and behind. This being done, 
the lady, who had not yet recovered her ſenſes, was 
(by order of the captain) taken out, and placed on 
horſeback, before one of the robbers that was beſt 
mounted : then quitting the high road, the coach, 
and the dead men whom we had ſtripped, we car- 
ried off the lady, the horſes, and the mules. -__ 


CHAP: Xx; 


In what manner the robbers behaved to the lady, Of the great 
deſign projected by Gil Blas, and the iſſue thereof. | 


T was within an hour of day-break when we 
arrived at our infernal habitation ;' and the firſt 
thing we did was to lead our beaſts into the ſtable, 
where we were obliged to tie them to the rack, and 
take care of them ourſelves, the old negro having 
been three days confined to his bed with a violent 
fir of the gout and rheumatiſm, which deprived 
him of the uſe of all his limbs: the only member 
he had the uſe of was his tongue, which he em- 
loyed in teſtifying his impatience, by the moſt 
El execrations. Leaving this miſerable wretch 
to ſwear and blaſpheme by himſelf, we went to the 
kitchen, where our whole attention was engroſſed 
by the lady, and we ſucceeded ſo well, as to bring 
her out of her fit: but when ſhe had recovered ” 
u 
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uſe of her ſenſes, and ſaw herſelf 2 the hands of 


ſeveral men who were totally ſtrangers to her, ſhe 
perceived her misfortune, and was ſeized with hor- 
ror | Every thing which deſpair or forrow can con- 
ceive was painted in her eyes, which ſhe lifted up 
to heaven, as if to reproach it with the indignities 
that threatened her. Then ſuddenly giving way 
to theſe diſmal apprehenſions, ſhe relapſed into a 
fwoon, her eye lids cloſed, and the robbers ima- 
gined that death would deprive them of their prey. 
The captain, thinking it better to leave her to her- 
felf, than to torment her with their aſintanee, or- 
dered her to be carried to Leonarda's bed, where 
the was left to take her chance alone. 
Me repaired to the hall, where one of the thieves, 
who had been bred a ſurgeon, dreſſed the lieute- 
nant's wound. That operation finiſhed, and being 
deſirous of ſceing what was in the trunks, we found 
ſome of them filled with lace and linen, others with 
cloaths, and the laſt we opened contained ſome” 
bags of money ; at the ſight of which the gentle- 
men concerned were infinitely rejoiced. After this 
examination, the cook-maid furniſhed the ſide- 
board, laid the cloth, and ſerved up ſupper. Our 
converſation at firſt turned upon the noble victory 
we had obtained; and Rolando, addreſſing himſelf 
to me, Confeſs, Gil Blas, ſaid he, conteſs that 
« thou waſt horribly afraid.“ I ingenuouſly ac- 
knowledged, that what he ſaid was very true; but 
that when I ſhould. have made two or three cam- 
paigns, I would fight like a knight-errant : where- 
upon the whole company took my part, obſerving, 
that my fear was excuſable; that it had been a hot 
engagement; and that, conſidering I was a young 
fellow who had never ſmelled gunpowder, I had 
acquitted myſelf tolerably well. 2 
The converſation afterwards turning upon the 
mules and horſes we had brought into our retreat, 
1. 
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it was agreed, that the next morning, before day- 
light, we ſhould all ſet out together, in order to ſel 
them at Manſilla, where, perhaps, the report of our 
expedition had not yet reached. This reſolution 
being taken, we finiſhed our meal, and returned 
into the kitchen to viſit the lady, whom we found 
{till in the ſame ſituation. Nevertheleſs, though it 
was with difficulty we could perceive the leaſt ſigns 
of lite in her, ſome of the villains did not ſcruple to 
regard her with a profane eye, and even to diſcover 
a brutal deſire, which they would have gratified. 
immediately, had not Rolando prevented it, by re- 
preſenting to them, that they ought at leaſt to wait 
until the lady ſhould get the better of that exceſs of 
ſorrow which deprived her of reflection. The re- 
ſpe& they entertained for their captain reſtrained 
their incontinence, otherwiſe nothing could have 
ſaved the lady ; whole honour, perhaps, even death 
itſelf would not have been able to ſecure. _ 
We left this unfortunate temale in the ſame con- 
dition in which we found her, Rolando contentin 
himſelf with laying injunctions on Leonarda to take 


care of her, while every one retired into his own 


apartment, As ſoon as I got to bed, inſtead of 
reſigning myſelf to ſleep, my thoughts were wholly 
employed on the diſtreſs of the young lady: I ſup- 

oled her to be a perſon of quality, and looked upon 
bo ſituation as the more deplorable on that ac- 
count. I could rot, without ſhuddering, figure to 
myſelf the horrors to which ſhe was deſtined, and 
felt myſelf as much concerned for her as if I had 
been attached to her by blood or friendſhip. At 
length, after having lamented her hard fate, I began 
to revolve the means of reſcuing her honour from 
the danger to which it was expoſed, and of de- 
livering myſelf at the ſame time from the ſubter- 


rancan abode. I recollected that the old negro was 


not in a condition to move, and that, ſince his 


being 
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being taken ill, the cook was entruſted with the 
key of the grate... This reflection warmed my ima- 
ination, and made me conceive a ſcheme, which I 
Gigeſted ſo well, that I proceeded to put it into 
execution immediately, in the following manner. 

I pretended to be racked with the cholic; and 
began with complaints and groans ; then raiſing 
my voice, uttered dreadful cries, that wakened the 
robbers, and brought them inſtantly to my bed- 
fide. They aſked what made me roar ſo hideoully ; 
I anſwered, that I was tortured with a violent 
cholic ; and, the better to perſuade them of the 
truth of what I ſaid, grinded my teeth, made hor- 
rible grimaces and contorſions, and appeared to be 
ſtrangely agitated : then 1. became quiet all of a 
ſudden, as if my pains had given me ſome reſpite. 
In a moment, I began again to bounce upon the 
bed, and twiſt about my limbs. In a word, I 
played my part ſo perfectly, that the thieves, cun- 
ning as they were, allowed themſelves to be de- 
ceived, and believed, in good earneſt, that I was 
violently griped. Preſently they were all buſied in 
endeavours to comfort me: one brought a bottle 
of uſquebaugh, and made me ſwallow one half of 

it: another, in ſpite of my teeth, would adminiſter 
a clyſter of oil of ſweet almonds ; a third warmed 
a napkin, and applied it, broiling hot, to my belly. 
I roared in vain for mercy : they imputed my cries 
to the cholic, and continued to afflict me with real 
pains, in attempting to free me from one I did not 
feel. Art laſt, unable to reſiſt them any longer, I 
was forced to tell them the gripes had left me, and 
to conjure them not to kill me with kindneſs, 
They ceaſed tormenting me with their remedies, 
and [ took care to trouble them no more with my 
complaints, for fear of undergoing their good 
offices a ſecond time. „ 

| | This 
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This ſcenes continued almoſt three hours, after 
which the robbers, imagining that day was not tar 
off, prepared themſelves to ſer out tor Manila. 
I would have arole, to make them believe I was 
very defirous of accompanying them ; but they 
would not ſuffer it. No, no, Gil Blas, faid 
« Rolando, ſtay at home, child; thy cholic may 
return. Thou ſhalt go with us another time; 
« but thou art in no condition to go abroad to- 
« day.” I was afraid of inſiſting upon it tęo much, 
leſt he ſhould yield to my requeſt; therefore I only 
appeared very much mortified that I couid nut be or 
the party. I performed my part fo naturally, that they 
went out of the cavern without the leait ſuſpicion 
of my deſign. After their departure, which I had 
endeavoured to haſten by my prayers, I faid to my- 
ſelf, „Now, Gil Blas! now is the time for thee to 
e have reſolution : arm thyſelf with courage, to 
ce enable thyſelf to finiſh that which thou halt fo 
e happily begun. Domingo is not in a condition 
eto oppoſe thy enterprize, and Leonarda cannot 
e hinder its execution. Seize this opportunity of 
eſcaping; perhaps, thou wilt never find a more 
« favourable one.“ Theſe reflections inſpired me 
with confidence; I got up, took my ſword and 
piſtols, and went firſt towards the kitchen; bur, 
hearing Leonarda ſpcaking, I ſtopped, in order to 
liſten before 1 entered. She was talking to the 
young lady, who, having recovered her fentes, and 
underſtood the whole of her mistortune, wept, in 
the utmoſt bitternets of defpair. * Weep, child, 
* faid the old beldam to her, diſſolve yourſelt into 
tears, and give a free pailage to your ſighs; for 
<« that will eaſe you. You have had a dangerous 
e qualm: but now, there is nothing to fear, ſince 
your tears flow 1o abundantly. Your grief will 
e abate by degrees, and you will ſoon accuſtom 
e your{clf to live with our gentlemen, why are men 

TOs. Tt: Hl or 


50 The ADVENTURES of 
« of honour. You will be better treated than à 
« princeſs, meet with nothing but complaiſance, 
e and every day experience freſh proofs af allec- 
„ tion. There are many women who would be 
te glad to be in your ſituation.“ p 
I did not give Leonarda time to ſay any thing 
further. I entered, clapped a piſtol to her breaſt, 
and, with a threatening look, commanded her to 
ſurrender the key of the grate. She Was confounded 
at my behaviour, and, though almoſt at the even- 
ing of her days, fo much attached to hte, that ſhe 
durſt not refuſe my demand. Having got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the key, I addrefled myſelf to the afflicted 
lady: „Madam, ſaid I, heaven has ſent you a de- 
« hverer; rife and follow me, and I will conduct 
<« you whitherſoever you ſhall pleaſe to direct me.“ 
The lady was not deaf to my words, which made 
ſuch an impreſſion on her, that, ſummoning up all 
the ſtrength ſhe had left, ſhe roſe up, and throwing 
herſelf at my feet, conjured me to preſerve her 
honour. I raifed her, and aſſured her, that ſhe 
might rely upon me; then taking ſome cords, 
which I perceived in the kitchen, with the aſſiſt. 
ance of the young lady, I tied Leonarda to the feet 
of a large table, proteſting, that if ſhe opened her 
mouth, I would kill her on the ſpot. I afterwards 
lighted a flambeau, and going with the ſtranger into 
the room where the gold and lilver was depoſited, 
filled my pockets with piſtoles and double piſtoles ; 
and, to induce the lady to follow my example, 
aſſured her, that the only took back her own. 
Having made a good proviſion of this kind, we 
went towards the ſtable, which I entered alone wich 
my piſtols cocked. I ſuſpected that the old negro, 
in ſpite of his gout and rheumatiſm, would not 
ſuffer me to ſaddle and bridle my horſe in quiet; 
and I was fully reſolved to cure him of all his diſ- 
tempers, if he ſhould take it in his head to be 
4 troubleſome: 
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troubleſome : but, fortunately for us, he was ſo 
overcome with the -pains he had undergone, and 
thoſe he {till endured, that I brought my horſe out 
of the ſtable, even without his ſceming to perceive 
it; and the lady waiting for me at the door, we 
followed the clue with all diſpatch, through the, 
paſſage that led out of the cavern, and arrived at 
the grate, which we opened, and at laſt came to 
the trap. door, which we lifted up with great dith- 
culty. The deſire of eſcaping lent us new ſtrength, 
without which we could not poſſibly have ſuc- 
ceeded. 

Day began to appear juſt as we found ourſelves 
delivered from the jaws of this aby ſs; and as we 
hoped ſoon to be at a greater diſtance from 1t, I 
jumped into the ſaddle ; the lady mounted behind 
me; and galloping through the firſt path that pre- 
lented itſelt, we preſently got out of the foreſt, and 
entered a common divided by ſeveral roads, one of 
which we took at random. I was horribly afraid it 
would conduct us to Manſilla, where ve might 
poſſibly meet with Rolando and his confederates; 
but happily my fears were vain. We arrived at 
the town of Aſtorga about two o'clock in the after- 
noon, where I perceived the people gazed at us 
with extreme attention, as if it had been an extra- 
ordinary ching to fee a woman on horſeback, fitting 
behind a man. We alighted at the firſt inn we 
came to, where I immediately ordered a partridge 
and a young rabbit to the fire; and while my or- 
ders were executing, I conducted the lady into a 
chamber, where we began to converſe with each 
other; tor we had rode ſo taſt,, that we had no 
opportunity of diſcourſing upon the road. She 
ſhewed how ſenſible the was of the ſervice | had 
rendered her; and obſerved, that after I had per- 
formed ſo generous an action, ſhe could not per- 
ſuade herſelf that l was a companion of the thieves, 
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from whom | had reſcued her. I related to her 
my ſtory, in order to confirm the good opinion ſhe 
had conceived of me ; and, by that means, engaged 
her to honcur me with her confidence, and inform 
me of her misfortunes, which were ſuch as are 


related in the following chapter, 


r Ad. 
The hiſtory of Donna Mencia of Brfquera, 


Was born at Valladolid, and my name is Donna 
{ Mencia of Moſquera. Don Martin, my father, 
having ſpent almoſt his whole fortune in the ſervice 
of bis kit 155 was killed in Portugal, at the head of 
a regiment, which ne commanded, leaving me 1g 
moderat: oy provided for, that though was an only 
child, I was far from being an advantageous match, 
| did not want admirers, however, in ſpite of the 
mediocrity ot my fortune. Several of the moſt 
conſiderable cavaliers in Spain made their addreſſes 
to me; but he who attracted my attention moſt, 
vas Don Alvaro de Mello: he was indeed a hand- 
ſomer man than any of his rivals; but more ſub- 
ſtantial qualiſications determined me in his favour: 
he was poſſeſſed of wit, prudence, probity and va- 
lour, and was * one of the moſt gallant men 


in the world. When he gave entertainments, no- 
thing could be more ſumptubus and elegant; and 


when he appeared at tournaments, every } body ad- 
mired his vigour and addreſs: I preferred him 
theretore to all others, and married him accor- 
dingly. 

A few d ys after our "Rt TAY he happened to 
meet, in a private Place, with Dan Andrea de Baeſa, 
who had been one of his rivals ; where quarrelling 
with each other, they drew their {\yords, and Don 
Andrea loit bis lite in the rencounter. As he was 

nephew 
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nephew to the corregidor of Valladolid, a violent 
man, end a declared enemy to the family of Mello, 
Don Alvaro knew he could not leave the city too 
{oon : he returned home in a hurry, and, while 
they ſaddled his horſe, informed me of what had 
happened. My dear Mencia, continued he, we 
* muſt part] you know the corregidor : let us not 
&« flatter ourſelves, for he will perſecute me with the 
e utmoſt rancour ; and as you are not ignorant of 
* his power, you know I cannot be ſafe in this 
« kingdom.” He was fo deeply penetrated with 
his own ſorrow, and with that which he ſaw take 
poſſeſſion of my breaſt, that he could ſay no more; 
and after l had prevailed upon him to furniſh him- 
ſelf with ſome money and jewels, he claſped me in 
his arms, and, during a whole quarter of an hour, 
we did nothing but mingle our ſighs and tears. 
Ar laſt, being told the horſe was ready, he tore 
himſelt from me; he departed, and left me in a 
condition not to be deſcribed. Happy! had the 
exceſs of my affliction, at that time, put a period to 
my life! what troubles, what miteries, would my 
death have prevented ! Some hours after the de- 
parture of Don Alvaro, the corregidor being in- 
formed of his flight, ordered him to be puriued, 
and ſpared nothing to have him in his power: but 
my huſband always baffled his purſuit, and kept 
himſelf fo ſecure, that the judge was obliged to 
limit his revenge to the ſole ſatisfaction of ruin- 
ing the fortune of a man, whole blood he could 
not ſhed: his efforts were not unſucceſsful ; all 
the effects of Don Alvaro were confiſcated, _ 
Left in a moſt afflicting ſituation, and having 
hardly a bare ſupport, 1 began to live a very re- 
tired lite, all my attendants being reduced to one 
maid-fervant : I paſſed the day in bemoaning, not 
an indigence, which I could have borne with pa- 
| tience; 
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tience; but the abſence of a beloved huſband, 
whoſe condition I was utterly ignorant of. He had 
romiſed, however, in his laſt mclancholy adieu, 
that he would take care to inform me of his lot, 
into whatever part of the world his crue! fate ſhould 
conduct him; but ſeven long years clapied, before 
I received the leaſt intelligence of him; and this 
uncertainty of his deſtiny plunged me into an abyſs 
of ſorrow! At length I was informed, that, in 
fighting for the king of Portugal in the kingdom of 
Fez, he had loſt his life in battle. A man lately 
returned from Africa confirmed this report, aſſur- 
ing me, that he perfectly knew Don Alvaro de 
Mello, had ſerved with him in the Portugueze 
army, and had even ſcen him fall in the action. 
To this he added many other circumſtances, which 
convinced me that my huſband was no more. 

At that time, Don Ambroſio Meſia Carrillo, 
marquis of Guardia, came to Valladolid: he was 
one of thoſe old noblemen who, by the politeneſs 
and gallantry of their behaviour, make people for- 
get their age, and continue ſtill agreeable to the 
ladies. One day hearing, by accident, the ſtory of 
Don Alvaro, and wiſhing to ſee me, on account of 
the picture which had been drawn of me; for the 
ſatisfaction of his curioſity, he engaged one of my 
relations, who carried me to her houle. He ſaw 
me, and I had the fortune to pleaſe him, in ipite of 
the impreſſion which grief had made upon my 
countenance : but why do I ſay, in ſpite of it? 
Perhaps he was touched alone by my ſorrowful and 
languiſhing air, which prepoſſeſſed him in favour 
of my fidelity: his love was, probably, the effect 
of my melancholy; for he told me more than once, 
that he looked upon me as a miracle of conſtancy; 
and that, for this reaſon, he even envied the fate of 
my huſband, how deplorable ſoever it was in other 
reſpects: in a word, he was ſtruck at firſt ſight, 


and 
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me; not that 1 doubted the dea 
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and did not require a ſecond view, in order to take 
the reſolution of making me his wife. 

He requeſted the interceſſion of my kinſwoman, 
towards the obtaining of my conſent : ſhe came to 
me accordingly, and alledging that my huſband 
had ended his days in the kingdom of Fez, as we 
had been informed, it was not reaſonable that I 
ſhould bury my charms any longer; that I had 
ſufficiently lamented the fate of a man with whom 
I had been united but a few moments; and that I 
ought to embrace the opportunity that now pre- 
ſented itſelf ; by which means, I ſhould be the 
happieſt woman upon earth. Then ſhe expatiated 
on the noble family of the old marquis, his vaſt 
eſtate, and unblemiſhed character. But her elo- 
quence in diſplaying the advantages he poſſeſſed, 
was in vain: it was not in her power to perſuade 

bY of Don Alvaro, 
or. was reſtrained by the fear of ſeeing him again, 
when I ſhould leaſt expect him; the dicke inclina- 
tion, or rather the reluctance, I felt for a ſecond 
marriage, after having ſuffered ſo many misfortunes 
by my firſt, was the only obſtacle to be removed. 
My relation did not, however, deſpair; on the con- 
trary, it redoubled her zeal for Don Ambroſio. 
She engaged my whole family in the intereſts of 
that nobleman: they preſſed me to accept of ſuch 
an advantageous match; {4 was continually be- 
ſieged, unportuned, and tormented ; and my ſuf- 
ferings on that account, which daily increaſed, con- 


tributed not a little to overcome my reſiſtance. 


Unable, therefore, to hold out any longer, I 
yielded to their preſſing inſtances, and married the 
marquis of Guardia, who, the day after our nu 
rials, carried me to a very fine ſeat which he had, 
ſituated near Burgos, between Grajal and Rodillas. 
He conceived the moſt violent affection for me; 
and I obſerved, from the whole tenor of his beha- 

viour, 
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viour, the utmoſt deſire of pleaſing me. His only 
ſtudy was to anticipate my wiſhes : no huſband had 
ever a more tender regard for his wife; and no 
lover ever ſhewed more complaiſance to his miltrels, 
I ſhould have been paſſionately fond of Don Am- 
broſio, notwithſtanding the diſproportion of our 
years, had I been capable of loving any one after 
Don Alvaro; but a conitant heart can never ad- 
mit a ſecond flame. 'The endeavours of my mar- 
quis to pleaſe me were rendered ineffectual by the 
remembrance of Alvaro; ſo that I could only re- 
quite his tenderneſs with ſentiments of the pureſt 

vratitude, | f 
I was in this diſpoſition, when, one day, taking 
the air at the window of my apartment, I per- 
ceived, in the garden, a kind of pealant, who car- 
neſtiy looked at me: imagining he was the gar- 
dener's ſervant, I took no notice of him; but next 
day, being again at the window, I faw him in the 
tame place, and he ſeemed to view me with un- 
common attention. IIis behaviour ſtruck me; 1 
looked at him, in my turn; and after having lome 
time conſidered him, thought I traced the features 
of the unfortunate Don Alvaro ! This idea raiſed 
an unconceivable- tumult witiun me! I ſhrieked 
aloud; but, luckily, there happened to be no body 
preſent, except Inez, who, or all my ſervants, en- 
joyed the greateſt ſhare ot my confidence. I im- 
parted to her the ſuſpicion that alarmed me; ſhe 
laughed at my apprehenſion, believing my eyes 
were impoſed upon by tome ſlight reſemblance. 
*< Compole yourtelf, madam, ſaid ih-, and do not 
imagine that you have ſeen your former huſband : 
can it be ſuppoſed that he ſhould be here in the 
& dreſs of a peaſant ? or, indeed, what probability 
is there of his being alive? 1 will go down, 
added ſhe, into the garden, and talk to this 
countryman; and when I have learned who he is, 
„ Will 
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J will inſtantly return, and let you know.” Inez 
accordingly went into the garden, and preſently 
came back to my apartment in great emotion. 
„ Madam, faid ſhe, your ſuſpicion is but on 
« jt is Don Alvaro himſelf whom you have ſeen ! 
« he has diſcovered himſelf, and requeſts a private 
« interview.” 

As 1 had, at that inſtant, an opportunity of re- 
ceiving Don Alvaro, the marquis being at Burgos, 
I ordered the maid to bring him into my cloſer, by 
a private ſtair- caſe. You may well imagine I was 
in a terrible agitation, and altogecher unable to 
ſupport the preſence of a man who had a right to 
load me with reproaches. The moment he ap- 
peared, I fainted away. Inez and he flew to my 
aftiltance, and when I recovered from my ſwoon, 
« Madam, ſaid Don Alvaro, for heaven's ſake 
« compole yourſelf; Jet not my prelence afflict 
« vou; I have no intention to give you the leaſt 
« uncaſineſs; I come not as a furious huſband, to 
« call you to an occount of your plighted troth, 
« or to accuſe you of being criminal vn account of 
« the ſecond engagement you have contracted : [I 
« am convinced it was the work of your relations; 
J am no ſtranger to the perſecutions you have 
« ſuffered on that ſcore : beſides, the report of my 
« death was ſpread all over Valladolid ; and youu 
% had the greater reaſon to believe it true, as no 
« letter from me aſſured you of the contrary : in 
« ſhort, I am acquainted in what manner you have 
&« hved ſince our cruel ſeparation, and that nec-ility, 
$ rather than love, has thrown you into the arms 
« of — Ah, Sir! cried J, (interrupting him) 
« why will you excuſe your unhappy wur! ſhe is 
& criminal, ſince you are yct alive! why am I not 
ce ſtill in that miſerable fituation in which i hved, 
„before | gave my hand to Don Ambroſio! Fatal 


* marriage! I ſhould then, at leaſt, have had the 
Yor, I. I conſolation, 
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«* conſolation, in the midſt of my mifery, to ſee 
you again ichout a bluſh.“ 

„My de wg cia, (replied Don Alvaro, with a 
„look that teſtified how much he was affected by 
my tears) I do not complain of you; and, far 
from reproaching you with the ſplendic] condi- 
tion in which | now behold you, by all my hopes 
thank heaven tor it. Since the melancholy day 
* of my departure from V alladolid, face has been 
« always adverſe; my life has been a chain of miſ- 
« fortunes ; and, to crown my miſery, I never had 
« an opportunity of letting you hear from me! 
« Too confident of your love, I ince ſlantly repre- 
« ſented to mylclt the condition to which my fatal 
e tenderneſs had reduced you. My imagination 

e painted Donna Mencia in her tears!, you was the 
« orcateſt of my misfortunes. Sometimes, I muſt 
* contel3 to you, I have thought myſelf criminal, 
ein having had the good fortune to pleaſe you: 1 
« have withed that your affections had inclined to- 
% wards one of my rivals, ſince the preference you 
* gave to me had colt you ſo dear. However, 
after jeven years ſufferings, more in love than 
«ever, | was reſolved to lee you. I could not reſiſt 
£ this inclination, which, at the end of a long 
9 llavery, having an opportunity to fatisfy, I went, 
e in this diſguiſe, ta Valladolid, at the hazard of 
% my life: there I have been informed of every 
6 thing: I came hither, and found means to intra- 
« duce myſelf into the family of the gardener, who 
* has hired me to work under him. You fee how 
&« | have conducted mylclt to obtain this private 
e interv:ew ; but do not imagine I entertain a wiſh 
« to diſturb the felicity you cnjoy, by remaining in 
+« this place. No! 1 love you better than mylelf 
„ have tlie utmoſt regard for your repoſe; and 
te having had the melancholy ſatisfaction of con- 
& verling with you, 1 will go and finith,. at a 

66 « diſtance, 
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& diſtance, that miſerable life, which I ſacrifice 
& ro your tranquillity.” f 
& No, Don Alvaro! no! cried I, I will not ſuffer 
& you to leave me a ſecond time! I will go along 
« with you; henceforth death only ſhall divide us!“ 
„% Be adviſed by me, ſaid he, and live with Don 
© Ambroſio; do not aſſociate with my misfortunes, 
« but leave me to ſupport the weight of them 
« alone,” He uttered many expreſſions to the ſame 
effect; but the more he ſcemed willing to ſacrifice 
himſelf to my happineſs, I felt myſelt the læſs diſ- 
poſed to confent to it. When he ſaw me firmly 
tefolved to follow him, he ſuddenly changed his 
tone, and aſſuming a more ſerene air, * Madam, 
« ſaid he, ſince you have ſtill ſo much affection for 
„Don Alvaro, as to prefer miſery with him to the 
« proſperity you now enjoy, let us go and live 
© at Betancos, at the farther end of the kingdom 
&© of Gallicia, where I have a private retreat. Al- 
te though my misfortunes have taken from me m 
« eſtate, they have not yet deprived me of friends: 
« have ſtill ſome faithful ones remaining, who 
c have put me in a condition to carry you off: by 
« their aſſiſtance, I have provided a coach at Za- 
e mort: J have bought mules and horſes, and am 
accompanied by three reſolute Gallicians, armed 
« with carabines and piſtols, who now watt my 
orders at the village of Rodillas. Unt vs there- 
ce fore, added he, take the advantage of Don Am- 
* broſto's abſence : 1 will order the coach to come 
* to the gate, and we will ſet out inſtantly? I. 
conſented ; Don Alvaro flew to Rodillas, and pre- 
lently returned, with his three attendants, to carry 
me off from the midſt of my women, who, not 
knowing what to think of this event, ran all away 
in the utmoſt cunſternation : Inez alone was privy 
to it, but refuſed to attach her fortune to mine, being 
In love with the valet de chambre of Don Ambroſio. 
I 2 ] got 
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I got into the coach with Don Alvaro, carrying 
nothing with me but my own cloaths, and fome 
jewels which | had before my ſecond marriage; for 
I would not take any thing the marquis had given 
me, on our nuptials. We took the road to Gallicia, 
not knowing whether we ſhould be ſo happy as to 
arrive there, having reaſon to fear that Don Am- 
broſio, at his return, would purſue us with a great 
number of people, and overtake us. However, we 
continued our journey two days, without ſecing a 
ſingle horſeman behind us: we were in hopes the 
third would pals in the fame manner, and were 
converſing with each other in great tranquillity : 
Don Alvaro had juſt related the melancholy adven- 
ture which had given rife to the report of his death; 
and how, after five years ſlavery, he had recovered 
his liberty; when yeſterday, on the road to Leon, 
we met thoſe robbers, with whom you was in com- 
pany. He is the perfon whom they murdered, with 
all his attendants, and for whom theſe tears 10 


plentifully flow. 


CHAP. XII. 


The diſagreeable manner in which Gil Blas and the lady were 
interrupted. | 


ONNA Mencia, having finiſhed her narrative, 

ſhed a torrent of tears, I ſuffered her to give 

tree vent to her ſighs: I wept allo ; ſo natural is it 
to feel for the unfortunate, eſpecially for a beautiful 
lady in diſtreſs. I was going to aſk what ſhe in- 
tended to do in the preſent conjuncture; and, per- 
haps, ſhe intended to conſult me on the ſame F - 
ject; when our converſation was interrupted by a 
great noiſe in the inn, which, in ſpite of us, at- 
tracted our attention. This noiſe was occaſioned 


by 
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by the arrival of the corregidor, followed by two 
alguazils * and a guard, who, without the leaſt ce- 
remony, entered the room where we were. A gen- 
tleman who accompanied them, approached me 
firſt, and examining my dreſs, had no occaſion to 
heſitate long. © By St. Jago! cried he, this is my 
individual doublet ; it is certainly the ſame, and 
« 1s as caly to be known agam as my horle : you 
« may apprehend this == on my teſtimony ; he 
« is one of the highwaymen who have a private 
retreat ſomewhere in this country.“ 
At this diſcourſe, by which I underſtood he was 
the gentleman who had been robbed, and whoſe 
ſpoils I was unluckily in poſſeſſion of, 1 was ſur- 
rized, confounded, and terrified. The corregidor, 
whole office obliged him to put the worſt conſtrue- 
tion on my confuſion, rather than interpret it fa- 
yourably, concluded that the accuſation was juſtly 
founded, and preſuming that the lady might be an 
accomplice, ordered us to be impriſoned ſeparately. 
This judge, far from being one of thoſe who aſſume 
a ſtern countenance, was all over ſmiles and ſoft- 
neſs; but heaven knows if he was a bit the better 
for that; for I was no ſooner committed, than he 
came into the jail with his two terriers, I mean the 
alguazils, who (not forgetting their laudable cuſtom) 
began to rummage me in a moment. What a glo- 
rious windfall was this, for thoſe worthy gentlemen |! 
They, perhaps, never found fo rich a booty before: 
at every handful of piſtoles they pulled out, 1 ſaw 
their eyes ſparkle with joy; the corregidor in par- 
ticular, was tranſported! * Child, (ſaid he, with a 
« voice full of meekneſs) we muſt do our duty, 
but be not afraid: if thou art innocent, thou 
e ſhalt ſuſtain no harm.” In the mean time, with 


* Alcuazils are attendants of juſtice, whoſe office ſomew hat reſembles 
that of our conſtables, | 
3 all 


All their gentleneſs, they emptied my po , and 
even robbed me of that which the thieves had held 
facred, I mean my uncle's forty ducats. Their 
reedy and indefatigable hands ſearched me all over 
Fom head to foot; they turned me about on all 
fides, and even ſtripped me, to fee it I had con- 
cealed any money between my ſhirt and my ſkin. 
After they had ſo dexterouſly done their duty, I 
was interrogated by the corregidor, to whom I in- 
genuouſly related every thing that had happened to 
me. He ordered my examination to be taken in 
writing, and then went away with his attendants 
and my yellow boys, leaving me entirely naked 
among ſtraw. | 

« O life! cried I, when I found myſelf alone in 
this condition, how full art thou of accidents and 
diſappointments! Since I left Oviedo, I have ex- 
erienced nothing but misfortunes 1 Scarce had I 
nc out of one danger, when | fell into another! 
and when I arrived in this town, I did not imagine 
J ſhould ſo ſoon become acquainted with the or- 
regidor.“ During theſe vain reflections, I put on 
again the curſed doubler, - and the reſt of the dreſs 

which my evil genius had lent me; then exhortin 
myſelf to take courage, © Come, Gil Blas, ſaid J, 
ſhew thy fortitude : it would ill become thee to 
deſpair in a common priſon, after having put thy 
atience to ſuch a ſevere trial in the ſubterranean 
it!” „ But alas! added I, in a forrowful tone, I 
abuſe myſelf; how is it poſſible to eſcape from 
hence, when J am utterly deprived of the means!“ 
I had, indeed, but too much reaſon to ſay ſo; for 
a priſoner without money, 1s like a bird whoſe 
wings are clipped. | 
' Inſtead of the partridge and rabbit I had ordered, 
they brought me a piece of brown bread and a 
pitcher of water, and left me to fret at leiſure in a 
dungeon. I remained there fifteen whole days, 
| without 
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without ſeeing a human creature, except the turn- 
key, who came every morning to bring ny pro- 
vition. As often as I ſaw hun, | endeavoured to 
enter into converſation with him, in order to divert 
me a little: but this venerable perton made no 
anſwer to what I ſaid; I found u 1mpoſlibe to 
extract a ſingle word trom him ; nay, he generally 
came in and went out, without {2 much as vouchs 
ſafing me a look. On the ſixteenth day, the cor- 
regidor coming in, ſaid, * Thou mayc!t now give 
« a looſe to joy. I bring theg joyful udings, 
$* IT have AA the lady who was with thee, to be 
e conducted to Burgos. I examined her betore 
«* her departure, and her anſwers have exculpated 
thee, Thou ſhalt be enlarged this very day, 
provided that the muleteer, with whom (as thou 
6 Faſt ſaid) thou cameſt from Pennaflor to Caca- 
« belos, confirms thy depoſition. He is now in 
„ Aſtorga, and I have ſent for him. If he agrees 
* with thee, in che adventure of the rack, 1 will 
« inſtantly ſet thee at liberty.” 

Theſe words gave me infinite joy! I began to 
look upon myſelf as already acquitted ; I thanked 
the judge for his juſt and expeditious deciſion, and 
had not quite finiſhed my compliment, when the 
carrier, conducted by two ſoldicrs, arrived: I im- 
mediately remembered his face; but he having, 
without doubt, fold my portmantcau, together wich 
its contents, was afraid of being obligec to reſtore 
te money he had touched for if, if he ſhould own 
that he knew me; and therefore affirmed, with 
aſtoniſhing aſſurance, that, ſo far from knowing me, 
he had never ſcen me in his life before! * Ah yil- 
&« Jain, cried I, rather confeſs that thou haſt {old in 
goods; and bear witneſs to the truth: look at 
e me again: [ am one of the young people x hom 
„you trightened, by threatening us with the or- 
ke ture, at the village of Cacabclos.” The carrier 
| coolly 
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coolly anſwered, that I talked of an affair of which 
he was utterly ignorant; and as he maintained to 
the laſt, that I was unknown to him, my enlarge- 
ment was deferred till another time. I was there- 
fore obliged to arm myſelf with treſh patience, and 
{till to regale myſelf with my bread and water, and 
a ſight of the ſilent turnkey. The thoughts of be- 
ing unable to free myſelf from the claws of juſtice, 
although I was not guilty of the leaſt offence, 
threw me into deſpair ! 1 regretted my departure 
from the cavern, “ where (laid I to myſelf) I was 
« indeed leſs dilagreeably ſituated than in this dun- 
« geon: there I had plenty and variety of food, 
e converſed with the robbers, and enjoyed the hope 
« of making my eſcape ; inſtead of which, notwith- 
«ſtanding my innocence, I ſhall perhaps be glad 
« to get out of this place, in order to be ſent to the 
« palleys,” 


CHAP. XL 


By what accident Gil Blas was releaſed wut of priſon at laſt ; and 
avhither he directed his courſe. | 


HILE I paſſed my time in entertaining my- 
wW ſelf with theſe rellections, my adventures, 
ſuch as they appeared in my depoſition, ſpread all 
over the town, Many people, being curious to ſee 
me, came and preſented themſelves, one after an- 
other, at a ſmall window through which the light 
was conveyed into my priſon ; and, after having 
obſerved me for ſome time, they departed. I was 
ſurprized at this novelty ; for — the day of my 


impriſonment, I had not before ſeen a living ſoul 
at that window, which opened towards an alley, 
where horror and ſilence reigned. Imagining from 
this, that I made ſome noiſe in town, I knew not 
whether to Interpret it as a good or bad omen. 
One 
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One of the firſt that preſented themſolves to my 
view, was the little ballad-finger of Mondonedo, 
who, having been equally afraid of the torture, had 
fled as well as I. I knew him again immediately; 
and, as he did not pretend to have forgot me, we 
ſaluted each other; then falling into a long con- 
vertation, I was obliged to repeat my aclventures 
a-new He informed me of what had happened at 
the inn at Cacabelos, between the carrier and the 
new-marricd woman, after we had been driven 
away by a panic: in ſhort, he acquainted me with 
the whole of what I have already reJated on that 
Jubject. Afterwards, taking leave of me for the 
preſent; he pronited, with all expedition, to labour 
for my deliverance. Every one who came through 
curioſity, as he did, ſeemed affected with my mil- 
fortune, and even aſſured me, that they would join 
the little ballad-ſinger, and exert themſclves to the 
utmoſt to procure my enlargement. 

They faithfully performed their promiſe, and 
ſpoke in my behalf to the corregidor, who no longer 
doubting of my innocence, eſpecially when the 
ballad ſinger had declared what he knew of the 
matter, at the end of three weeks came into the 
priſon, and ſaid, G1] Blas, I do not chuſe to pro- 
e tract things: go, thou art free, and mayſt quit 
ce the priſon whenever thou wilt. But tell me, 
continued he, it thou ſhguldſt be brought to the 
&« wood in which is the ſubterranean retreat, couldſt 
e thou not find it out?“ © No, Sir, I replied ; for 
as ] went into it at night, and came out of it be- 
fore day, it would be impoſſible for me to fix 
„upon the ſpor.” Upon this the judge withdrew, 
telling me, he was going to order the turnkey to 


unlock the priſon doors for me. Immediately 


afterwards the gaoler came into my dungeon, warh 
one of his incn carrying a bundle of cloaths, and 


- tripping me, with a grave countenance and 2 ſilent 


Vor. . | K tongue, 
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tongue, of my doublet and breeches, which were 
made of fine cloth, and almoſt new, they put me 
on a ſhabby footman's trock, and puſhed me out 
by the ſhoulders. 

The confuſion at ſecing mylelf thus wretchedly 
equipped, moderated the joy which is uſually ex- 
xrienced by priſoners when reſtored to their li- 

erty z; and | was tempted to leave the town in- 
ſtantly, that I might withdraw myſelf from the 
eyes of the people, whole looks I could hardly en- 
dure: my gratitude, however, got the better of 
my thame, and I went to thank the ballad-ſinger, 
to whom I was ſo much obliged, who could not 
avoid laughing when he ſaw me. What a ſtrange 
« figure you are! ſaid he: juſtice has been done 
« you, I perceive, in all her forms.“ © I do not 
« complain of juſtice, replied I; ſhe is moſt equi- 
« table: I only wiſh all her officers were honeſt : 
« they ought at leaſt to have ſpared my cloaths : I 
« think I have paid pretty handſomely for them.” 
« I am of your opinion, ſaid he; but they will tell 
« you, that theſe are formalities which muſt be 
« Obſerved. Do you think now, for example, that 
your horle has been reſtored to the right owner? 
« [ndced he is not; tor 1 aſſure you he is now 
« actually in the ſtable of the trown-clerk, where he 
« has been depoſited as a proof of the robbery ; 
« and I do not believe the poor gentleman vill ever 
e retrieve lo much as the crupper. But let us 
« change our converſation, continued he : What is 
« your intention? What is your intended plan of 
Operations?“ ** I intend to go to Burgos, an- 
« ſwered I, in order to find out the lady I delivered. 
« She will probably give me a few piſtoles, with 
« which I will purchate a new caſſock, and repair 
« to Salamanca, where I will endeavour to make 
« my Latin turn to ſome advantage. All that I 
&« am concerned about is, that I am not already at 
„Burgos, 
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« Burgos, and ſhall want ſubſiſtence on the road.“ 
« | underſtand you, replied he; here is my purſe: 
« jt js, I confeſs, a little low; but a ballad ſinger, 
you know, is not a biſhop.” At the ſame time, 
he ſlipt it into my hand with ſo good a grace, that 
I rock not for my ſoul refuſe the offer, ſuch as it 
was. I thanked him as much as if he had given me 
all the riches of the earth, and made a thouſand 
profeſſions of ſervice, which J never had an oppor- 
tunity of performing. After that I took my Jeave 
and left the town, without having viſited thoſe other 
perſons who had contributed to my enlargement; 
contenting myſelf with — them in my 
own thoughts a thouſand benedictions. 

The little ballad-ſinger was certainly right to 
ſpeak modeſtly of his purſe, in which I found very 
little money: but, happily for me, I had been two 
months accuſtomed to a very frugal diet; and I 
had ſtill ſome rials left, when I arrived at the town 
of Ponte de Mula, which is but a little way from 
Burgos. Here I ſtopped to enquire about Donna 
Mencia, and going into an inn, the miſtreſs of 
which was a little, lean, fierce, 1mpertinent crea- 
ture, | perceived at once, by the diſdainful look ſhe 
darted at me, that my cloaths were not at all to her 
liking; a diſguſt which I readily forgave. 1 fat 
down at table, ate ſome bread and cheeſe, and ſwal- 
lowed a few draughts of execrable wine, which 
they brought for me. During this repaſt, which 
was very ſuitable to my drels, I was deſirous of 
entering into converſation with my landlady. [ 
deſired her to inform me 1f ſhe knew the marquis 
of Guardia; if his ſeat was far from the borough ; 
and, in particular, if ſhe new what was become of 
the marchioneſs, his lady. You aſk a great many 
* queſtions,” replied ſhe, with a ſcornful look: 
ſhe told me, however, (though with a very bad 

K 2 grace) 
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grace) that the ſeat of Don Ambroſio was but a 4 
ort league from Ponte de Mula. : 
Having done way, and drinking, (it being by 4 
this time pretty late) I expreſſed a deſire of going ; 
to reſt, and aſked them to ſhew me into a bed- 
chamber. A bed- chamber for you! ſaid the 
« landlady, (with a look full of inſolence and con- 4 
e tempt / I have no bed-chambers for people who 3 
e ſup upon bread and cheeſe, My beds are all 1 
beſpoke: I expect ſome gentlemen of importance 
6 * to lodge here to-night ; io that all J can do for 
ou is to quarter you in the barn; and 1 ſuppoſe 
it will not be the rt} time you have ſlept upon 1 
« {traw.” Her obſervation was indeed very true; q 
bur I made no reply, and wiſely condelcended to 
incak into the ſtraw, where, in a very ſhort time, I 
flept like one who had ſuſfered much tatigue. 
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CHAF.. . 
Of bit reception at Bare by Donna Mincia, 


Did not he and indulge like a fluggard the next - 

morning. TI reckoned immediately with my 
landlady, who ſeemed leis proud and ſnappiſh than 
ſhe had been the preceding night; a change which 
I alcribed to the prefence of three honeſt ſoldiers 
belonging to the holy brotterhood, who converſed 
wich her in very familiar terms. 1 hey had lodged 
all night at the inn, and it was, doubtleſs, for theſe 
gentlemen of importance, that all che beds had been ; 


belpoke. 1 

I enquired in the town the way to the houſe q 
whither I wanted to go. I addreſſed myſelf by ac- 4 
cident to a man of the character of my landlord at 2 


Pennaftor : not contented with anſwering the queſ- 
tion I aſked, he let me know that” Don Ambroſio 
had been dead three wecks, and that the mar- 

chionels 
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chioneſs his lady had retired into a convent at Bur- 
gos, which he named. I procceded immediately 
towards that city, inſtcad of following the road to 
the houle, as I formerly intended, and flying di- 
rectly to the convent where ſhe was, requeſted the 


- favour of the purtrels to acquaint her that a young 


man, juſt releated from the gavl of Altorga, de- 
fired to ſpeak with her. The nun immediately 
complicd with my requeſt, and returning, intro— 
duced me into a parlour, where I had not been 
long before I ſaw the widow of Don Ambroſio ap- 
ur at the grate in deep mourning. 
„] rejoice to ſee you, ſaid the lady to me: four 
&« days ago I wrote to a perſon at Aſtorga, deſiring 
« him to go to you from me, and acquaitit you 
« that I ſhould be glad of a viſit from you, as hon 
« as you ſhould be releaſed; and I did not doubt 
« of your being enlarged in a very ſhort time; what 
« I ſaid to the corregidor in your behalf having 
« been ſufficient for that purpoſe.—In anſwer to 
« this he informed me, that you had recovered 
« your liberty, but nobody knew whither you was 
« gone: I was therefore afraid I ſhould never ſee 
« you again, and conſequently be deprived of the 
« pleaſure of manifeſting my gratitude. Be not 
« aſhamed, added ſhe, (obſerving my confuſion 
« on account of appearing before her in ſo miſe- 
&« rable a dreſs) let not your preſent condition give 
« you the leaſt uncaſineſs. After the important 
&« {ſervices you have rendered me, | ſhould be the 
« moſt ungratetul of all women, it I neglected to 
do ſomething for you; I intend to extricate you 
& out of your preſent wretched ſituation: it is my 
duty, and it is alſo in my power, the riches I 
am now miſtreſs of, enables me to acquit inyſelf 
« towards you, without incommouding myſelf. 
„Lou know, continued ſhe, my adventures to 
the day on which we were both impriſoned; and 
3 « I will 
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T will inform you of what has happened to me 
ſince. When the corregidor of Aſtorga had or- 
dered me to be conducted to Burgos, after hav- 
ing heard from me a faithful relation of my ſtory, 
I repaired to Don Ambroſio's feat, where my 
return occaſioned extreme ſurprize, though I was 
told that I had arrived too late; for the marquis, 
aſtoniſhed at the pews of my flight, had fallen 
ill, and the phyſicians deſpaired of his recovery. 
This was an additional reaſon of my complaining 
of the rigour of my fate: however, after he had 
been informed of my arrival, | entered his cham- 
ber, and running to his bed-ſide, threw myſelf 
on my knees, my face bathed in tears, and my 
heart oppreſſed with the moſt afflicting grief! 
What brings you hither ? ſaid he, when he per- 
cerved me. Are you come to contemplate your 
own work ? Was it not ſuſficient for you to de- 
prive me of life, but you muſt alſo liave the ſa- 
tisfaction of being an eye witneſs of my death ?”-— 
No, my lord, replied J, Inez malt have told you, 
that | fled with my firſt huſband ; and had it 
not been for the cruel accident which has de- 


prived me of him, you never ſhould have ſeen 


me again ! At the fame time I acquainted him, 
that Don Alvaro had been murdered by robbers, 
who afterwards carried me into their ſubterra- 
nean retreat : in ſhort, I informed him of ever 
particular that had happened. When I had done 
tpealing, Don Ambroſio ſtretched out his hand 
to me, ſaying, with the utmoſt tenderneſs, I am 
ſatisfied ] ceafe to complain: Why ſhould I 
reproach you! having found again a huſband 
whom you dearly loved, you abandoned me to 
follow his fortune: ought 1 to blame you for 
your conduct? No, madam, I ſhould have been 
criminal to have murmured at it, therefore would 
not ſuffer you to be purſued : I revered the _ 
(e cre 


* 
be 
1 
1 
4, 
| 
* 

*g * 
2 
8 
1 » 
* 
4M 
4% 


nee nnur , 
— 4 ET " 
* * l * * 


r 
1 N 1 
o 


GEIL. LAS. 71 


«cred rights of your raviſher, and even your in- 
« clination towards him. In fine, I do you juſ- 
& ticez and, by your return hither, you me re- 
« trieved all my tenderneſs! Yes, my dear Men- 
&© Clay ace preſence overwhelms me with joy! but, 
« alas! it will be of ſhort duration. I feel my 
« Jaſt hour approaching! Scarce are you reſtored 
« to my arms, when | muſt bid you an eternal 
« adicu!” At theſe affecting words, my tears re- 
doubled ! | felt and exprefled an immoderate at- 
fliction! Even the death of Don Alvaro, whom [I 
adored, had not been more lamented by me!] Don 
Ambroſio's preſage of his own death was but too 
true: he expired the next day; and | remained 
miſtreſs of a large eſtate, which he had ſettled upon 
me, at our marriage. [| hope not to make a bad 
uſe of it. The world ſhall not fee me, though ſtill 
in the bloom of my youth, throw myſelf into the 
arms of a third huſband : ſuch conduct would, I 
think, be inconſiſtent with the virtue and delicacy 
of my ſex; beſides, I confeſs, I have no longer any 
reliſh for the world ; but propoſe to end my days 
in this convent, and become a conſiderable bene- 
factreſs to it. 

After theſe words, Donna Mencia, taking out a 
purſe from under her robe, put it in my hand, ſay- 
ing, „Here are a hundred ducats, which I give 
« you only to buy cloaths : let me ſee you again, 
after you have equipped yourſelf; for it is not 
e my intention to conhne my gratitude within ſuch 
% narrow bounds.” | returned the lady a thouſand 
thanks; ſwearing, I would not depart from Burgos, 
without firſt taking leave of her: in conſequence of 
this oath, which 1 had no intention of breaking, I 
went in queſt of an inn, and going into the firſt I 
1 demanded a room; and to prevent the 

ad opinion the landlord might conceive of me, 
from the ſhabby frock, I aſſured him, that not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding my appearance, I was in a condition to 
pay handſomely for my lodging. At theſe words, 
the inn-keeper, whoſe name was Majuelo, naturally 
a wag, ſurveying me from top to bottom, anſwered 

 dryly, with a ſarcaſtic ſneer, there was no occaſion 
for ſuch a declaration to perſuade him, that I ſhould 
be a princely gueſt in his houſe : for he diſcovered 
ſomething noble in me, by my dreſs ; and in ſhorr, 
he did not doubt but I was a gentleman of a very 
independent fortune. I couid eaſily perceive that 
the raſcal rallied me, and in order to put an end to 
his witticiſms, produced my purſe. I even counted 
my ducats on a table before him, and obſerving 
the ſight of the caſh, altered his opinion very res 
in my favour, deſired he would recommend me to 
a taylor. You had better, ſaid he, ſend for a 
« broker, who will bring along with him all kinds 
© of apparel ready made, and fit you in an in- 
& ſtant.” | approved of his advice, and reſolved 
to follow it: but it being almoſt night, deferred 
my purchaſe till the next morning, ami thought of 
nothing but making an excellent ſupper, as ſome 
amends for the wretched meals I had made ſince 
my deliverance from the cavern. . 


CHA P. XV. 


Of the manner in which Gil Blas equipjed himſelf — Of the new 
preſent he received from the lady, and the equipage in which ht 
departed from Burgos. 


22 ſerved up for my ſupper, a huge frica- 
ſee of ſheep-trotters, which I picked to the 
bones: | allo drank in proportion, and then be- 


took myſelf to reſt. Being accommodated with a 


retty good bed, I was in hopes of enjoying a ſound 
ileep : but could not even cloſe my eyes; my 
thoughts being ingroſſed in determining upon the 
| dreſs 
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dreſs I was to chooſe. 4% What muſt I do? ſaid I 
« to mylelf, ſhall 1 follow my original plan, buy a 
& caſſock, and go to Salamanca in queſt of a tu- 
« tor's place? But why ſhould | take the habit of 
6 a licentiate? Am | ambitious of conſecrating 
„ mylclf to the church? or have the leaſt inch- 
© nation that way? No; quite otherwiſe. I will 
&« flick a ſword by my fide, turn genileman, and 
& endeayour to make my fortune in the world.” 

I longed for morning with the utmoſt in pa- 
tience z and no ſooner perceived the glimpſc of 
light, than I aroſe, and made ſo much noiſe in the 
inn, that 1 wakened every one in the houſe. I called 
the waiters, who were ſtill a-bed, and who loaded 
me with curſes by way of anſwer, They were, 
however, obliged to riſc, and | would let them have 
no peace, until one of them had gone for a broker, 
who ſoon appeared, followed by two apprentices, 
carrying each a large green bag on his ſhoulders. 
He ſaluted me with great civility, ſaying, “ Sig- 
* nior Cavalier, you are very fortunate in having 
applied to me, rather than to any other perſon. 
4 am far from wiſhing to diſpar:ge my brethren, 
* God forbid that 1 ſhould prejudice their reputa- 
tion in the leaſt ! but between you and , there 
is no conſcience among them. They are as full 
* of knavery as Jews. 1 am the only honeſt bro» 
Ker in town. | confine myſelf to a moderate 
profit; being ſatisfied with a pound in the ſhil- 
lng -I mean, a ſhilling in the pound, Thank 
t heaven! 1 deal upon honour with all mane 
„ kind.” 

Atter this preface, which 1 fooliſhly took for 
goſpel, the broker ordered his men to untie the 
bundles, and ſhewed me ſuits of all colours. Some 
winch were of plain cloth | rejected with dildain, 
becauſe they were too mean for me; bur they pre- 
vailed on me to try one which feemed to have been 

Vol. I. 1 made 
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made exactly for my ſhape, and which ſtruck my 
fancy, although it was ſomewhat worn. It con- 


ſiſted of a doublet with flaſhed fleeves, a pair of 


breeches, and a cloak, the whole of blue velvet em- 
broidered with gold. Fixing on this, I cheapened 
it, and the dal perceiving I was bent upon it, 
obſerved that ] had an excellent taſte. Upon 
* my honour, cried he, | ſee you know what you 
are about. I can tell you, that ſuit was made 
« for one of the firſt noblemen in the kingdom, 
* who never had it three times on his back. Exa- 
„ mine the velvet, nothing can be finer; and as 
for the embroidery, you mult acknowledge the 
„ work is exquiſite.” What is the price of it? 
ſaid 1; he anſwered, “Sixty ducats: if | have not 
e refuſed that money, I am not an honeſt man.“ 
The alternative was plain. I offered forty-five, 
which might be about double the value. © Sir, 
& replied the broker, with an air of indifference, 
« never exact too much. I am always at a word. 
Here (continued he, ſhewing me ſome of thoſe-I 
% had retuſed) take this, PII fell it a pennyworth.“ 
This was only to excite my deſire of purchaſing that 
which I had cheapened; and accordingly, ſuppoſing 
he would not abate one farthing of his price, I count- 
ed into his hand the fixty ducats. When he ſaw 
me ſo eaſily impoſed on, I believe, in ſpite of his 
boaſted honeſty, he was very ſorry that he had nor 
aſked a great deal more: pretty well ſatisfied, how- 
ever, with having gained nineteen ſhillings in the 

und, he went away, with his apprentices, whom 
I had not forgotten. 

I had now a very handſome cloak, doublet, and 
breeches, and I ſpent the remainder of the morning 
in providing other neceſſaries. I bought a har, 
ſhoes, ſilk itockings, linen, and a ſword : Being 
dreſſed, what infinite pleaſure did I enjoy in behold- 
ing myſelf ſo well equipped! My eyes, to ule the 

expreſſion, 
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expreſſion, could not ſufficiently glut themſelves 
with my attire ! Never did a peacock contemplate 
his own feathers with greater ſatisfaction. "Chat 
very day I made a ſecond viſit to Donna Mencia, 
who {till received me very kindly, and thanked me 
again for the ſervice | had done her. On that ſcore, 
many compliments paſſed on both ſides : then, wiſh- 
ing me all happinels, the bade me farewel, and re- 
tired without giving me any thing but a ring worth 
about thirty piltoles, which ſhe deſired me to keep 
in remembrance of her. | 
I was greatly diſappointed with my ring, having 
expected to receive a much more conſiderable pre- 
ſent, and trudged back to my lodgings in a kind of 
reverie, little ſatisficd with the lady's generoſity, 
But juſt as 1 entered the inn, a man, who had fol- 
lowed me all the way, came in likewiſe, and layin 
alide the cloak in which he was muffled up, dit 
covered a large bag which he held under his arm. 
At the appcarance of this bag, which had all the air 
of being full of caſh, I, as well as ſome other people 
who were preſent, ſtared with our eyes wide open; 
and I thought I heard the voice of an angel, when 
the man, laying the bag upon a table, pronounced 
theſe words; „ Signior Gil Blas, here is ſomething 
that my lady marchioneſs has ſent you.” | made 
many protound bows to the bearer, whom I over- 
whelmed with my civility, When he was gone, I 
darted upon the bag, like a hawk upon his prey; 
and carrying it to my chamber, immediately opened 
it, and found in it a thouſand ducats. I had juſt 
done counting them, when my landlord, who had 
heard what the porter ſaid, came in to ſee the con- 
tents of the bag. Thunderſtruck at the ſight of my 
money ſpread upon the table, . Heavens, cried he, 
« what a vaſt ſum of money is here] You mult be 
a devil among the women, (added he, with a ſati- 
* rical imile) tor you have not been twenty-four 
L 2 hours 
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hours in Burgos, and yet you have a marchioneſs 
« already under contribution.” 

This language did not diſpleaſe me; I was tempt- 
ed to leave M. juelo i in his miſtake : 1 found it gave 
me a {-29hle pleaſure: fo that I am not ſurprized 
that young icilows love to be thought men of in- 
trigue. My innocence, however, got the better of 
my vanity : | undeceived my landlord, and re- 
counted the ſtory of Donna Mencia, to which he 
liſtened with great attention. I then diſcloſed the 
ſtate of my affairs, and as he ſeemed to intereſt him- 
{elf in my behalf, entreated the afliſtance of his ad- 
vice. After muſing a while, “ Signior Gil Blas, 
&« ſaid he, with a ſerious countenance, I have a 
« regard for you; and ſince you have confidence 
te enough i in me, to unboſom yourlelt in this man- 
« ner, I will, without flattery, tell you what em- 
% ployment | think you are beſt adapted to. You 
c ſcem deſigned by nature for a court, I adviſe 
« you to go thither, and attach yourſelf to ſome 
“ man ot quality: but be ſure either to meddle in 
« his concerns, or enter into his pleaſures; other- 
«© wiſe you will only loſe your time. | know the 
= great. The zeal and attachment of an honeſt 
„ man they look upon as nothing at all; and 
& mind only fuck as are neceſſary to them. But 
© you have another reſource, continued he: you 
+ are young and handſome; and thele qualitica- 
& tions alone, without the leaſt glimpſe of under- 
* ftanding, are more than ſufficient to captivate a 
&. rich widow, or ſome fine lady unhappily mar- 
« red: if love ruins men of fortune, it trequently 
“ maintains thoſe who have none. It is my advice 
& therefore, that you go to Madrid; but you muſt 
* by no means appear there without attendants : 
they judge there, as in other places, by appear- 
* ance; and you will be conſidered only, in pro- 
« portion to the figure they ſee you make. I will 

recommend 
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« recommend a ſervant to you — a faithful do- 
« meſtic a prudent, ſober fellow) in one word, 
« a man of my own training. Buy a couple of 
« mules, one for yourlelf, and another for him, 
« and ſet out as ſoon as poſſible.” 

This advice was too agreeable to my own taſte 
to be neglected: the next morning, I purchaſed 
two handſome mules, and hired the ſervant he had 
recommended : he was about thirty years old, of a 
ſimple religious aſpect ; he ſaid he was born in the 
kingdom of Galicia; his name was Ambroſe de 
Lamela : far from being ſelfiſh like other fervants, 
he made no agreement about his wages, but aſſured 
me, he would be contented with what in my good- 
neſs I ſhould think proper to give him. I provided 
myſelf likewiſe with boots, and a portmanteau to 
hold my linen and money; and having cleared with 
my landlord, ſet out from Burgos early the next 
morning, on my way to Madrid. 


C:H.AF. @AFk 


Which fhews that we ought not to truſt tos much to proſperity, 


E ſlept the firſt night at Duennas, and ar- 
rived at Valladolid the day following about 

four o' clock in the afternoon; we alighted at an 
inn, which ſeemed to me to be one of the beſt in 
town. I left the care of my mules to my valet, and 
going up ſtairs into a chamber, whither I ordered 
a ſervant of the houle to bring my portmanteau, and 
finding myſelf a little fatigued, I threw myſelf on 
the bed without taking off my boots, and preſently 
tell aſleep inſenſibly. It was almoſt night when J 
waked; I called for Ambroſe, who was gone out, 
but returned in a little time. 1 aſked him Where 
he had been; he replied with a pious air, that he 
was juſt come from church, where he had been to 
retura 
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return thanks to heaven, for having preſerved him 
from all evil accidents on the road from Burgos 
even unto Valladolid: I approved of his conduct, 
and bade him order a fowl to be roaſted for m 
ſupper. ' | 
At that very inftant that I gave this order, my 
landlord entered with a taper in his hand, lighting 
in a lady who ſeemed more handſome than young, 
and very richly drefled : ſhe was {quired by an old 
uſher, and a little blackamoor carried her train. I 
was not a little ſurpriſed when this lady, after hav- 
ing made a low courteſy, aſked if I was not Signior 
Gil Blas of Santillane. I had no ſooner anſwered 
in the aftirmative, than ſhe quitred her attendant, 
and embraced me with a trantport of joy, that re- 
doubled my aſtoniſhment. © Bleſſed be heaven, 
£ cried ſhe, for this meeting! You are the perſon, 
“ Sigmior Cavalier, you are the very perſon that I 
& was in queſt of!“ At this attack, I thought of 
the paraſite at Pennaflor; and began to ſuſpect the 
lady as a downright bite; but J was induced to 
think more favourably of her, by what followed. 
© I am, continued ſhe, couſin- german to Donna 
* Mencia of Moſquera, who has been ſo infinitely 
* obliged to. you; 1 have received a letter from her 
this morning. She informs me, that the has heard 
«© you was going to Madrid, and begs I would en- 
e tertain you handſomely, provided you ſhould 
happen to paſs this way: I have been running all 
* over the town theſe two hours, enquiring from 
inn to inn, about all the ſtrangers that arrived; 
* and by the deſcription your landlord gave me of 
«« you, I ſuppoſed you might be the deliverer of 
* my couſin. Ah! now that 1 have found you, 
continued ſhe, you ſhall ſee how ſenſible I am of 
* the ſervices you have done my family, and in 
particular to my dear couſin! I beg you will 
*© come to my houſe immediately, where you will 
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© be better accommodated than you can be here.“ 
I would have excuſed myſelf, by repreſenting to the 
lady, that I ſhould incommode her family ; but 
there was no poſlibility of reſiſting her importuni- 


ties: there was a coach waiting for us at the door, 


in which ſhe took care to ſee my portmanteau ſe- 
cured; © becaule, ſaid ſhe, there are a great many 
& thieves in Valladolid :” an obſervation I found 
but too true! In ſhort, I went into the coach along 
with her and her old ſquire, and ſuffered myſelf to 
be thus carried away from the inn, to the mortifi- 
cation of the landlord, who found himſelf diſap- 
pointed of the money which he expected I would 

have ſpent at his houſe. 
After we had rode a little way in the coach, it 
ſtopped at a pretty large houſe, Where we alighted, 
and we went up ſtairs into a handſome apartment, 
lighted by twenty or thirty wax- candles. We paſſed 
through a good many ſervants, of whom the lady 
aſked if Don Raphael was arrived; and was an- 
ſwered in the negative. Then addreſſing herſelf to 
me. Signior Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, I have a bro- 
ether whom I expect this evening from a villa we 
* have two leagues from this: he will be very 
“ agreeably ſurpriſed to find in this houſe, a gen- 
„ tleman to whom our whole family is to much 
* indebted.” She had hardly uttered theſe words, 
when we heard a noiſe below, which, we were told, 
was occaſioned by the arrival of Don Raphael : 
the cavalier appeared ſoon after, He was a young 
man of a good figure and genteel addreſs, © Bro- 
ther, ſaid the lady to him, I am extremely glad 
* of your return! you will aſſiſt me in doing ho- 
* nour to Signior Gil Blas of Santillane : we can 
never ſufficiently ſhew our gratitude for what he 
has done in behalf of our kinſwoman Donna 
* Mencia: there, added ſhe, (giving him a letter) 
read what ſhe has wrote on the ſubject.“ Don 
Raphael 
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Raphael opened the letter, and read the following 
words aloud. 


My dear Camilla, 

*Tenior Gil Blas of Santillane, who preſerved 
x } my honour and my life, has ſet out for court; 
he will, doubtleſs, paſs through Valladolid ; and I 
conjure you by the blood, and ſtill more, by the 
friendſhip that unites us, to receive him with re- 
ſpect, and detain him ſome time in your family. 
J flatter myſelf, that you will not refuſe me that 
ſatisfaction, and that my deliverer will receive from 
you and my couſin Don Raphael, all manner of ci- 
vility. At Burgos, your affectionate couſin, 

Donna Mencia, 


* How ! cried Don Raphael, (after having read 
« the letter) is this the gentleman to whom my 
% couſin is indebted for her honour and life? ah! 
„heaven be praiſed for this moſt happpy meet- 
„ing!“ Then approaching me, and claſping me 
in his arms, What joy do | experience, added he, 
in embracing*Signior Gil Blas of Santillane ! my 
* couſin the marchioneſs had no occaſion to lay 
„ ſuch injunctions upon us: it would have been 
&« ſufficient to acquaint us, that you was to paſs 


through Valladolid; my ſiſter Camilla and I 


4% know how to receive a gentleman, who has per- 
formed ſuch an important piece of ſervice to the 
% perſon for whom, of all our family, we have the 
© moſt tender regard.” I an{wered as well as I 
could, to theſe compliments, which were followed 
by many others of the ſame nature, and interſperſed 
with a thouſand careſſes: after which, obſervin 
that my boots were ſtill on, they ordered their ſer- 
vants to pull them off. We went into another 
room, where, the table being ſerved, the gentleman, 
the lady, and J ſat down to ſupper; during _— 
they 
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they ſaid a thouſand obliging things to me: not a 
word eſcaped me, which they did not repeat as an 
admirable ſtroke of wit; and it is impoſſible to 
conceive how attentive they were in preſenting me 
with all the daintieſt morſels. Don Raphael drank 
frequently to the health of Donna Mencia, 1 fol- 
lowed his example; and I ſometimes imagined that 
Camilla, who did us juſtice, ſometimes threw cer- 
tain very ſignificant looks at me. I even remarked 
that the chote proper opportunities of ſo doing, as 
m ſhe had been afraid her brother would percerve 
it. This was ſufficient to convince me of the la- 
dy's being ſmitten; and I flattered myſelf of protit- 
ing by that diſcovery, during my ſhort ſtay at Val- 
ladolid. I his hope induced me to yield the more 
willingly to their intreaties, when they requeſted me 
ro pals a few days with them. They thanked me 
for my complaiſance; and the joy which Camilla 
teſtified on this occaſion, confirmed me in the opi- 
nion, that I had found the way to her heart. 

Don Raphael ſeeing me determined to take my 
abode with him ſome time, propoſed to conduct me 
to his —— — of which he gave me a mag- 
nificent deſcription; and talked of the pleatures 
which he pretended he could procure me. “ Some- 
« times, faid he, we will take the diverſion of 
hunting, ſometimes that of fiſhing ; and if you 
* are fond of walking, we have delightful woods 
* and gardens in abundance : beſides, we ſhall not 
ebe at a lols for good company; and, upon the 
* whole, I hope you will not grow melancholy 
* among us.” I accepted his offer, and it was 
agreed that we ſhould go to this enchanting place 
the very next day. Having determined upon this 
agreeable ſcheme, we roſ- from table; and Don Ra- 
phael embracing me, in a traniport of joy, ſaid, 
** Signior Gil Blas, I will leave my ſiſter to enter- 
** tain you, while | go immediately to give neceſſary 

Vor. I. M * ordersg 
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e orders, and acquaint thoſe people whom I intend 
„ ſhall be of the party.” After theſe words, he 
went out of the room, and I continued converſin 
with the lady, who did not contradict, by her lan- 
guage, the ſoft glances ſhe had thrown at me. She 
took me by the hand, and looking at my ring ſaid, 
« You have got a pretty diamond enough, Pac it 
« is a very ſmall one. Are you a connoiſſeur in jew- 
« els?” 1 anſwered in the negative: “I am ſorry 
&« for it, {aid ſhe, for you might have informed me 
« what this is worth.” She then ſhewed me a large 
ruby on her finger, and, while | examined it, added, 
« An uncle of mine, who was governor of the Spa- 
« niſh colonies in the Plulippine iſlands, made me 
« a preſent of this ruby. The jewellers here in 
Valladolid value it at three hundred piſtoles.“ 
believe it is well worth the money, replicd I, 
« for it 15 extremely beautiful.” As you ſeem 
e pleaſed with it, reſumed ſhe, I will make an ex- 
« change with you.” And immediately ſhe pulled 
off my ring, and put her own on my little finger. 
Having made this exchange, which I ſuppoſed a 
renteel method of making a preſent, Camilla 
ann” my hand, and looked at me with a moſt 
languiſhing air; then ſtarting up abruptly, wiſhed 
me a good night, and withdrew in great confuſion, 
as if ſhe had been aſhamed of diſcloſing too much 
of her ſentiments. 

Though a novice in gallantry, I knew well enough 
how to interpret this precipitate retreat in my fa- 
vour, and concluded that my time would not be 
diſagrecably ſpent at their villa. Full of this flat- 
tering idea, and the proſperous ſituation of my at- 
fairs, I locked myſelf in the chamber where I was 
to ſleep, having firſt ordered my ſervant to come 
and wake me early in the morning ; but inſtead of 
going to reſt, I gave a looſe to thoſe agreeable re- 
flections, which my portmanteau, that lay on the 

| table, 
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table, and my ruby, inſpired. Thank heaven ! ſaid 
to myſelf, if I have hitherto been unfortunate, I 
am no longer ſo. A thouſand ducats on one fide; 
a ring, worth three hundred piſtoles, on the other ! 
My A will not be exhauſted in a hurry! I 
am now convinced that Majuelo did not flatter me. 
I ſhall raiſe a flame in the hearts of a thouſand la- 
dies at Madrid, ſince I have made ſuch an eaſy 
conqueſt of Camilla ! The overtures of that gene- 
rous lady preſented themſelves to my imagination, 
with all their charms; and I anticipated the diver- 
ſions that Don Raphael prepared Gr me at his ru- 
ral manſion. At length, however, in the midſt of 
theſe pleaſing images, ſleep did not fail to ſhed his 
poppies over me; ſo that, finding myſelf drowſy, 

1 undreſſed, and went to bed. X 
When I awaked the next morning, I perceived 
that it was late, and was not a little turprized, that 
my valet did not appear in conſequence of the or- 
der I had given him over night. Ambroſe, ſaid I 
to myſelf, my faithful Ambroſe, is either at church, 
or very lazy to-day. But I preſently loſt that opi- 
nion of him, and conceived one infinitely worle ; 
for getting up, and miſſing my portmanteau, I ſuſ- 
pected him of having ſtole it in the night, To ſa- 
tisfy my doubts, I opened the chamber-door, and 
called the hypocrite ſeveral times; at laſt, an old 
man hearing me, came and ſaid, What would 
« you pleaſe to have, Signior? all your people de- 
« parted from my houſe long before day-light.” 
« How! cried I, your houſe! am | not now in 
« the houſe of Don Raphael ?” * I know not who 
« that gentleman is, ſaid he, but you are in fur- 
« niſhed lodgings, and I am the landlord : laſt 
* night, about an hour before your arrival, the 
lady who ſupped along with you came hither, 
« and hired this apartment for a man of quality, 
M 2 who, 
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ho, ſhe ſaid, travelled incognito; and even 
aid me before hand.“ 

was no longer in the dark; I gueſſed the cha- 

racters of Camilla and Don Raphael, and con- 


cluded that my ſervant, being perfectly well ac- 


uainted with my affairs, had told me to theſe 
> am Inſtead of aſcribing this unlucky adven- 
ture to myſelf, and conſidering that 1t would not 
have happened, had I not been fo indiſcreet as to 
unboſum myſelf to Majuelo ; I imputed all to in- 
nocent fortune, and curled my ſtars a thouland 
times over. The owner of the houſe, to whom J 
recounted the adventure, which perhaps, he knew 
as well as I did, ſegmed affected with my ſorrow, 
and condoled me. Ne proteſted that he was very 
much mortified to find that ſuch a ſcene had paſſed 
in his houſe : but I really believe, notwithſtanding 
all his proteſſions, he was as much concerned 1n 
the robbery as my landlord at Burgos, to whom, 
however, I have always attributed the honour of 
the invention. 


CH AB. XVII, 
ow Gil Blas afpeſed of himfelf after the adventure of the ready- 
furniford lodging, 


F Aving heartily lamented my misfortune, I 

| H conſidered, that inſtead of giving way to ſor- 
row, I ought to animate myſelf againſt miſchance. 
| fummoned all my courage to my aſſiſtance, 
and conſoled myſelf while 1 put on my cloaths, 
that 1 was happy that the rogues had nat alſo car- 
rd off my apparel, and ſome ducats which | had 
it. 1 12 my purſe: I gave them credit for this piece 
of civiity, and foki my boots, which they had 9G 
gencrous enough to leave likewiſe, to my landlord 
for 


r 


N 
f 
” 


GL 3 4: 4:S. 83 


for one-third of the money they had coſt me. I 
then took my leave of the ready-furniſhed lodging, 
without having occaſion, thank God! for any body 
to carry my baggage ; the firit thing I did, was to 
go and ſee whether my mules were at the inn, where 
I alighted the preceding night; though I was of 
opinion that Ambroſe had not left them there; 
and I wiſh to heaven, my opinion of hun had been 
always as juſt! tor they told me, he had taken care 
to fetch them away that very evening: imagining, 
therefore, that I had ſeen the laſt of them, as well 
as of my portmanteau, I ſtrolled about the ſtreets 
in a melancholy manner, conſidering what courſe 
to take. I was tempted to return to Burgos, and 
have recourle, once more, to Donna Mencia ; bur 
when I reflected, that it would be abuſing' the 
generoſity of the lady, and that I ſhould be looked 
upon as a bouby, I relinquiſhed that thought, 
ſwearing I would, tor the future, be always upon 
my guard again! women; at that time, I believe, 
I ſhould have ſuſpected the chaſte Suſanna. I caſt 
my eyes from tune to time, upon my ring, and 
when I conſidered that what I had exchanged for 
it was a preſent from Camilla, I ſighed with vexa- 
tion. Alas! ſaid I to myſelf, though I am no 
connoiſſcur in rubies, I have too much reaſon. to 
know the perſon with whom I exchanged; and I 
believe it is not neceſſary that I ſhould go to a 
jeweller, to be convinced that I am a fool. 

I was willing, however, to be informed of the 
value of my ring, and for that purpoſe ſhewed it 
to a lapidary, who valued it at three ducats. 
Though 1 was not in the leait ſurprized at this 
eſtimation, I wiſhed the niece of the governor of 
the Philippine ifles at the devil, or rather, only 
repeated the with. As J came out of the jeweller's' 
houſe, a young tellow, who was paſſing, made a 
full ſtop to obſerve me. Not being able to re- 

ES collect 
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collect him at firſt, although J had formerly been 


% 


intimate with him, How, Gil Blas! ſaid he, do 
«* you pretend ignorance of me, or have two years 
C ſo much altered the ſon of barber Nunnez, that 
„you do not really know him? don't you re- 
* member Fabricius, your companion and ſchool- 


„fellow, with whom you have ſo often diſputed,” 


at the houſe of doctor Godinez, upon predi- 
* cables and metaphyſical degrees?“ 

I recollected him before he had done ſpeaking, 
and we embraced each other with tranſport. * My 
dear friend, continued he, how glad am I to 
meet thee! I cannot expreſs the ſatisfaction I 


feel. But, added he, with an air of ſurprize, 


* what do I behold! egad! thou art dreſſed like 
a prince] a fine ſword, ſilk ſtockings, doublet 
and cloak of velvet embroidered with filver!— 
By Jupiter! this ſmells ſtrong of intrigues ! I 
would venture to lay a wager, that thou haſt 
got into the good graces of ſome liberal old 
% lady.” Indeed, ſaid I, you are miſtaken, for 
* my affairs are not ſo flouriſhing as you imagine.“ 
++ Pſhaw, pihaw, replied he, I am not to be im- 
« poſed upon in that manner, Pray, Mr. Git 
© Blas, how came you by that fine ruby on your 
„finger? © It came, ſaid I, from an arrant 
jade. Fabricius, my dear Fabricius, fo far from 
being in vogue among the women at Valla- 
* dolid, know that I have been moſt ridiculouſly 
„ duped.” 

I 338 theſe laſt words ſo emphatically, 
that Fabricius was convinced of my having been 
ſomehow impoſed upon; and preſſed me to ac- 
quaint him with my reaſons for complaining of 
the fair-ſex. I was eaſily prevailed upon to fatisty 
his curioſity ; but as my ſtory was pretty long, 
and, as we had no intention of parting in a hur- 


ry, we went into a tavern, that we might con- 
| verle 
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yere together at our leiſure; and there, while we 
breakfaſted, I related to him all that had happened 
to me, ſince my departure from Oviedo. He 
thought my adventures were extremely remark- 
able, and after having aſſured me, that he ſympa- 
thized with me, in my preſent unlucky ſituation, 
ſaid, * We muſt conſole ourſelves, my boy, as 
« well as we can, reſpecting the misfortunes of 
« life, When a man of ſpirit is unlucky, he 
&« waits with patience for a more favourable con- 
* juncture. We ſhould never, as Cicero ſays, 
. « ſuffer ourſelves to be ſo much dejected as to 
& forget that we are men. For my own part, I 
% am of that diſpoſition: my misfortunes have 
4 not been able to overwhelm me, becauſe I am 
e always above the caprice of fate. For inſtance, 
<« loved a girl of ſome faſhion at Oviedo, who 
« had alſo an affection for me; I aſked her in 
e marriage of her father, and he refuſed me. 
*« Another, on ſuch an occaſion, might have died 
e of grief: but I, by a proper exertion of genius, 
e carried off the dear creature: as ſhe was obſti- 
nate, vain and giddy, pleaſure, of conſequence, 
« always determined her in oppoſition to her duty. 
« I led her a dance, for ſix months, through the 
„ kingdom of Galicia, from whence, as I had 
« piven her a taſte for travelling, ſhe was deſirous 
of going to Portugal; but ſhe thought proper 
« to chuſe a new conductor : here was another 
* ſubject of deſpair ; but I did nor ſink under the 
„ weight of this new misfortune, but acted wiſer 
than Menelaus ; for inſtead of declaring war 
* againſt the Paris who had ſtolen my Helen, | 
thought myſelf very much obliged to him, for 
% having taken her off my hands. Afterwards, 
« being unwilling to return to the Aſturias, that 
I might avoid all expoſtulation with juſtice, I 
advanced into the kingdom of Leon, travelling 

from 
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* from town to town, to ſpend the remainder of 
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the money which I had carried off with my in- 
fanta; for we had quitted Oviedo with a tolera- 
ble fum in our pockets. I arrived at Palencia 
with a ſolitary ducat, out of which I was obliged 
to purchaſe a pair of ſhoes ; ſo that the remain- 
ing part could not laſt a great while: my ſitua- 
tion became very perplexing, and I was even 
reduced to a very ſtrict regimen : there was now 
no time to be loſt, I reſolved to go to ſervice. 
I hired myſelf tb a capital woollen-draper, who 
happened to have a libertine of a fon. Here, 
though I found an aſylum againſt hunger, I was 
not a little embarraſſed : for the father ordered 
me to be a {py upon the ſon; and the fon in- 
treated me to aſſiſt him in deceiving the father. 
Being obliged to determine my choice, | pre- 
ferred the intreaty to the command; and that 
preference procured me a diſcharge from my 
place. I afterwards went into the ſervice of an 
old painter, who, on the fcore of friendſhip, 
would have taught me the principles of his art 
in the demonſtration of which, however, | was 
on the point of ſtarving. This gave me a diſ- 


guſt for painting, as well as a difreliſh for Pa- 


lencia; and coming to Valladolid, I luckily got 


into the family of one of the directors of the 
hoſpital, where I now live perfectly happy. 
Signior Manuel Ordonnez, my maſter, is a man 
of profound piety, who walks with his eyes al- 
ways fixed on the ground, and a large roſary in 
his hand. They ſay, that from his youth, hav- 


ing nothing in view but the happineſs of the 


poor, he attached himſelf to them with indefati- 


gable zeal ; and accordingly his endeavours 
have not been ill requited; every thing proſpers 
with him. What a bleſſing it is, that he has 
| | % made 
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« made himſelf rich in managing the affairs of the 
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Fabricius having done ſpeaking, © I am very 
glad, ſaid I, to find thee ſo well ſatisfied with 
thy condition: but, between you and me, I 
think you might play a more diſtinguiſhable part 
in the world.“ Thou art miſtaken, Gil Blas, 
anſwered he, there is not a ſituation in life more 

reeable to a man of my humour, than that 
which I now enjoy : the ar of a lac- 
quey is troubleſome, I confels, to a ſilly fellow; 
but to a lad of ſpirit, it has plenty of charms. 
A ſuperior genius that enters into ſervice, does 
not confine himſelf to the menial circumſtances 
of his duty, like a ſlave: he goes into a family 
to command rather than obey z he begins by 
ſtudying his maſter's diſpoſition, he accommo- 
dates himſelf to his foibles, gains his confidence; 
and afterwards leads him by the noſe. In this 
manner have I conducted myſelf towards my 
director. I ſoon diſcovered his hypocriſy, and 


that he wanted to pals in the world for a perſon 


of great ſanctity: l pretended to be his dupe ; 
that you know coſt me nothing. I did more, I 
imitated him; and, acting in his preſence the 
lame farce that he plays betore others, I deceived 
the deceiver, and am, by degrees, become his 
fac totum. Under his aulpices, I hope one day 
to be concerned in the management of the affairs 


+ of the poor; in which caſe, I may chance to 


make my fortune too, for | find myſelf as well 


inclined towards them, as he can poſlibly be.” 


«* 7] hele are fine proſpects, replied I, my dear 
Fabricius: I congratulate thee upon them: for 
my part, 1 ſhall have recourſe to my former 
ſcheme; convert my embroidered habit into a 
caſſock, repair to Salamanca, and liſting myſelf 
under the banners of the univerſity, perform the 
Vos. I. N * office 
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« office of a tutor.” A fine project truly ! cried 
« Fabricius. A whimſical reſolution truly] what 
« ſimpleton wouldſt thou be, to turn pe- 
% dant at thy age; doſt thou know, blockhead ! 
« what thou art talking about? As ſoon as thou 
« ſhalt be employed, the whole family will 
« have their eyes on thee, and all thy actions 
« will be ſcrupulouſly examined: thou muſt be 
« eternally under conſtraint, cloath thyſelf with 
« hypocriſy, and appear poſſeſſed of every virtue. 
« Thou wilt hardly have a moment to beſtow up- 
on thy pleaſures. Like a perpetual cenſor of 
« thy pupil, thou muſt paſs the day in teaching 
« him the learned languages, and in rebuking 
„ him, when he ſhall ſay or do any thing impro- 
« per: and after ſo much labour and conſtraint, 
« what advantages wilt thou reap for thy endea- 
« yours? If the little gentleman wants capacity, 
« it will be ſaid, thou haſt not performed thy duty 
«& by him; and his parents will turn thee away, 
« without any recompence, perhaps, even without 
paying thy appointments. Do not therefore talk 
« ro me of a preceptor's poſt; it is like a benefice 
« with cure of ſouls: but commend me to the em- 
«« ployment of a lacquey, which is a ſimple be- 
e nefice, encumbered with no charge. When a 
« maſter has vices, a ſuperior genius in his ſervice 
« will flatter them, and frequently turn them to its 
« advantage. A footman lives in a good family, 
„ without the leaſt uneaſineſs; for after havin 
«* eaten and drank his bellyfull, he ſleeps like the 
« fon of a lord, and gives himſelf no manner of 
% concern about either baker or butcher. 

« | ſhould never have done, my boy, continued 
<« he, were | to recount all the advantages of foot- 
* men. Take my advice, Gil Blas, baniſh, for 
« ever, the thought of becoming a tutor, and fol- 
« low my example.” Les, but Fabricius, 1.1d 

| * 1, 
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« , directors are not always to be met with; and 
« if I ſhould reſolve to commence 2 [ 


% ſhould, at leaſt, expect to be well ſettled.” 
« Thou art in the right, ſaid he, but that ſhall 
« be my buſineſs: I will inſure thee a good place, 
« jf jt was for no other reaſon, than to ſnatch a 
ce pretty fellow from the univerſity.” 

The approaching miſery with which I was threat- 
ened, and the air of ſatis faction that appeared in 
Fabricius, perſuading me more than his reaſons, I 
determined to go to ſervice: whereupon, leaving 
the tavern, my companion ſaid, I will con- 
duct thee to the houſe of a perſon, who is con- 
& ſulted by almoſt all the footmen out of place: 
“ he has ſpies, who inform him of whatever hap- 
« pens in families; he knows where ſervants are 
“ wanted, and keeps an exact regiſter not only of 
« the vacant places, but even of the good and bad 
qualities of maſters : he is one who was formerly 
« a friar in ſome convent; and, in ſhort, it was he 
* who recommended me to the place which I now 
ic enjoy.“ 

While we were converſing about ſuch a ſingular 
office of intelligence, the ſon of barber Nunnez 
carried me into a blind alley, and we entered a 
little houſe, where we found a man aged about 
fifty years, writing at a table. We ſaluted him 
very reſpectfully; but whether he was naturally 
proud, or whether he was accuſtomed to fee lac- 
quies and coachmen only, he had contracted an 
habit of receiving people cavalierly, and dig not 
riſe from his ſeat, but contented himſelf with 
making a ſlight inclination of the head. He looked 
earneſtly at me, however, and I could eaſily per- 
| ceive he was ſurprized that a young man dreſſed 
in embroidered velvet, ſhould have a deſire to turn 
valet; from my appearance, he had more reaſon 


to think 1 was come to be provided with one: => 
2 he 
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he did not continue long in ſuſpence, with regard 
to my intention; for Fabricius accoſting him at 
once, ſaid, © Signior Arias de Londonna, permit 
me to preſent one of my beſt friends to you: 
he is a young man of a good family, whom 
% misfortunes have reduced to the neceſſity of go- 
ing to ſervice. Pray inform him of a good 
* place, and you may rely upon his gratitude,” 
Gentlemen, anſwered Arias coldly, this is the 
* manner of you all: before you are fixed, you 
% make the faireſt promijes in the world, but 
* when once you are well ſettled, thoſe promiſes 
“are forgotten.” © How | replied Fabricius, do 
« you complain of me? have not I dealt honoura- 
* bly with you?” © Not ſo well as you ought 
„to have done, ſaid Arias; your place is . a 
& clerk's employment; and you have paid me, as 
« if | had introduced you to the wall of an au- 
% thor.” Here I interpoſed, and acquainted Sig- 
nior Arias, that, to ſhew him I was not ungrateful, 
my acknowledgement ſhould precede his ſervice; 
at the ſame time, taking out two ducats, I put 
them into his hand; with a promiſe, that I would 
make a further acknowledgement when I ſhould 
find myſelf in a good family. 


He appeared ſatisfied with my behaviour, and 


ſaid he loved to be treated in that manner : 
« There are, continued he, excellent poſts vacant, 
„ which 1 will mention in order, that you may 
„ chuſe that which is moſt agreeable to you. 
He then put on his ſpectacles, opened a regiſter, 
which lay on the table, turned over ſome leaves, 
and began to read as follows: © A lacquey is 
* wanted for captain Torbellino, a paſſionate, cru- 
« el, whimfical man, who grumbles inceſſantly, 
&« ſwears, ſtrikes, and frequently maims, his ſer- 
% vants.“ „I beg you will paſs on to another, 
« cried I, that captain is not to my taſte.” Arias 

| * | ſmiled 
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ſmiled. at my vivacity, and proceeded thus: 
« Donna Manuela of Sandoval, a ſuperannuated 
« widow, full of peeviſhnels and caprice, has, at 
« preſent, no footman : ſhe keeps — one, and 
« him never a whole day. There has been one 
„ lvery-ſuit in the houſe theſe ten years, which 
&« ſerves all valets who enter, of what ſize and ſhape 
0 ſoever they may be: but it may be truly ſaid 
&« they only try it on; for it is ſtill as good as new, 
&« although it has been worn by two thouſand lac- 
% quies. Doctor Alvar Fannez, a phyſician and 
« chymiſt, wants a ſervant : his domeſtics are well 
ce fed, handſomely entertained, and have, more- 
« over, conſiderable wages; but he tries experi- 
ments upon them, to prove the effects of his 
&« medicines, and there are often vacant places in 
& his houſe.” EIS 

*] ſincerely believe it, ſaid Fabricius, laughing; 
& upon my conſcience you produce abundance of 
« excellent places.“ Have patience, ſaid Arias 
& de Londonna, we have not yet done; there are 
% ſome that, I am poſitive, will pleaſe you.” He 
then proceeded to read as follows. Donna Al- 
„ fonſa de Solis, an old devotee, who ſpends two- 
«* thirds of the day at church, and inſiſts upon her 
„ footman's being always with her, has been with- 
e out a lacquey theſe three weeks. The licentiate 
« Sedillo, an old canon of the chapter of this city 
turned away his footman, yeſterday, in the even- 
ing.“ © Halt there, Signior Arias de Londonna, 
e cried Fabricius, let us dwell upon this laſt arti- 
« cle. The licentiate Sedillo is one of my maſter's 
&« friends, with whom I am perfectly well acquaint- 
e ed: his houſekeeper is an old devotee, called 
« Dame Jacintha, who diſpoſes of every thing 
% in the houſe: it is one ot the beſt families in 
« Valladolid, for a ſervant who would wiſh to en- 
joy peace and plenty: beſides, the canon is — 
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and infirm, very much ſubject to the gout, and 
« will thortly make his will; ſo that there are ſome 
«* hopes of a legacy. What a delightful proſpect 
« for a footman! Gill Blas, added he, (turning to- 
* wards me) let us loſe no time, my boy, but in- 
« ſtantly repair to the houſe of the licentiate, where 
4 will myſelf preſent thee, and anſwer for th 
character.“ At theſe words, for fear of loſing ſo 
fair an opportunity, we took our leave, in a hurry, 
of Signior Arias, who aſſured me, that in conſide- 
ration of the money I had paid him, if I ſhould be 
diſappointed of this place, I might depend upon his 
recommending me to one equally good, 
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Fabricius conduct Gil Blas, and introduces him to the licentiate 
Sedillo. The ſituation of this canon. A portrait of his bouſe- 


keeper. 


E were ſo much afraid of arriving too late, 
that we ran all the way from the alley to 
che houſe of the old licentiate. Finding the 4 
ſhut, we knocked, and it was opened by a girl 
about ten years of age, who, in ſpite of ſandal, 
paſſed for the houſekeeper's niece ; and aſking if 
the canon could be ſpoke with, Dame Jacintha ap- 
peared : the was a perſon already arrived at the age 
of diſcretion, but {till handſome ; and, in particular, 
I admired the freſhneſs of her complexion. She 
wore a coarſe ſtuff gown, with a large leathern gir- 
dle, from whence hung a bunch of keys on one fide, 
and on the other a roſary of great beads. As ſoon 
as we perceived her, we bowed with profound re- 
ſpect, and ſhe very civilly returned the ſalute, but 
with a modeſt deportment and downcaſt eyes. 
« Having underſtood, ſaid my comrade to her, 
* that maſter licentiate Sedillo has occaſion for an 
e honeſt ſervant, I am come to preſent one, with 
* whom, I hope, he will be ſatisfied.” The houſe- 
keeper, at theſe words, lifting her eyes, ſurveyed me 
with attention, and, not being able to reconcile my 
embroidery with the language of Fabricius, _— 
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if I was the perſon who wanted the place.“ Yes, 
fſaid the ſon of Nunnez, it is this young man, 
* who, notwithſtanding his appearance, has met 
„ with misfortunes that oblige him to accept of 
e ſervice. But he will ſoon forget his nusfortunes, 
e {added he, with an inſinuating air) if he has the 
e happineſs to come into this family, and live with 
the virtuous Jacintha, who deſerves to be houſe- 
« keeper to the patriarch of the Indies.” At theſe 
words, this pious governante withdrew her eyes from 
me, to obſerve the polite perſon who ſpoke to her, 
and, ſtruck with his features, which were not alto- 

ther unknown to her, „I have, ſaid ſhe, a con- 
*« fuſed notion of having ſeen you ſomewhere ! pray 
« aſſiſt my recollection.” * Chaſte Jacintha, an- 
* ſwered Fabricius, I am proud of having attracted 
* your notice : I have been twice in this houſe, 
« with my maſter Signior Mannuel Ordonez, di- 
« rector of the hoſpital.* © Right, replied the 
« houſekeeper, | remember it very well, and recol- 
« Ie your face. Ah! ſince you belong to Signior 
% Ordonnez, you mult certainly be a lad of worth 
« and honeſty : your place proclaims your virtue; 
< and this young man could not have a better re- 
* commendation. Come, added, ſhe, I will con- 
duct you to Signior Sedillo, who, I believe, will 


« be very glad to have a ſervant of your pre- 


« fenting.” 
We readily followed her. The canon lodged on 


the ground-floor, which conſiſted of four rooms well 
wainſcotted; in one of which, ſhe deſired us to wait 
a little, while the went into the next, to ſpeak to the 
licentiate. After ſhe had ſtaid with him tome time, 
in order to give him his cue, ſhe came and informed 
us, that we might go in. We perceived the old 
goutified canon, buried, as it were, in an elbow- 
chair, with pillows under his head and arms, and 


his legs ſupported on a large down cuſhion. While 


we 


eee 
e 


« 
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we approached him, we did not ſpare bows; and 
Fabricius being ſtill ſpokeſman, not only repeated 
what he had ſaid to me of the houſekceper, but ex- 
patiated greatly on my merit, and enlarged, chiefly, 
on the honour which I had acquired in philoſophical 
diſputes, while I was with doctor Godinez ; as if it 
was neceſſary, that a canon's footman ſhould be a 
profound philoſopher. Nevertheleſs, this fine elo- 
gium that he had beſtowed upon me, did not fail 
to caſt a miſt before the eyes of the licentiate, who 
obſerving, beſides, that I was not diſagreeable to 
Dame Jacintha, ſaid to my recommender, Friend, 
l take into my ſervice the youth whom thou haſt 
brought. I am ſatisfied, and conceive a favour- 
able opinion of his morals, ſince he is preſented 
* by a domeſtic of my good friend, Signior Or- 
* donnez.“ 

As ſoon as Fabricius ſaw that I was engaged, he 
made a low bow to the canon, another ſtill lower 
to the governante, and withdrew perfectly well ſa- 
tisfied, after having whiſpered to me that we ſhould 
ſee one another often, and that I had nothing to do 
but to ſtay where I was.---When he was gone, the 
licentiate aſked my name, and what were my reaſons 
for leaving my native country; and by theſe queſ- 
tions engaged me, in the preſence of Dame Jacintha, 
to recount my hiſtory. They were both extremely 
diverted, eſpecially with the account of my laſt ad- 
venture. Camilla and Don Raphael made them 
laugh ſo extravagantly, that it was like to have coſt 


n 
Je * 


F rhe old canon his life; for, in the height of the riſi- 
ble fit, he was ſeized with ſuch a violent fit of cough- 
ing, that I imagined it would have been his laſt. 


: As he had not yet made his will, you may eaſily 
L "gueſs how much his houſekeeper was alarmed : 
tremhling and aſtoniſhed ſhe ran to the aſſiſtance of 
-the good man, rubbed his forehead, and clapped 
lim on the back, as is practiſed with children when 
+: Yog.Þ "pM they 
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they have the chin-cough. This was, however, but 
a falſe alarm : the old man ceaſed to cough, and his 
governante ceaſed to torment him. I would have 
finiſhed my ſtory, had not Dame Jacintha, dreading 
another fit, oppoſed it, and carried me out of the 
canon's chamber into a wardrobe, where, among 
ſeveral ſuits of cloaths, was that of my predeceſſor. 
This ſhe made me put on, and leave my own in its 
room, which I was not unwilling to preſerve, hoping 
it might ſtill be of uſe to me. After this we went 
together to prepare dinner. 

I was not a novice in the art of cookery, having 
ſerved a happy apprenticeſhip under Dame Leo- 
narda, who might have paſſed for a connoiſſeur in 
the dreſſing of victuals: ſhe was not, however, to 
be compared to Dame Jacintha, who, for aught { 
know, would have gained the palm from the cook 
of the archbiſhop of Toledo. She excelled in eve- 
ry thing :---her ſoups were exquilite, on account of 
her {kill in chuſing and mixing the different kinds 
of gravy, of which they were compoſed ; and her 
bases were ſeaſoned in ſuch a manner, as to render 
them extremely agreeable to the palate. Dinner 
being ready, we returned into the canon's chamber, 
where, while I was buly in laying the cloth on a 
table by his elbow-chair, the houſekeeper tucked a 
napkin under the old man's chin, and tied it over 
his ſhoulders. In a moment after 1 brought in a 
meſs of broth, that might have been preſented to 
the moſt celebrated director of Madrid; and two 
courſes, which would have ſtimulated the ſenſuality 
of a viceroy, had not Dame Jacintha been ſparing 
of her ſpices, for fear of inflaming the licentiate's 
gout.At the light of theſe delicate diſhes, my old 
- maſter, whom I ſuppoſed impotent in all his mem- 
bers, ſhewed me, that he had not yet entirely loſt 
the uſe of his arms: he helped to difencumber him- 
ſelf of his pillows, and chearfully prepared himſelf 
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for eating. Though his hand trembled, it did not 
refuſe its ſervice, but went backwards and forwards 
with great expedition ; in ſuch a manner, however, 
that it ſpilt upon the table-cloth and napkin, at 
half of what was intended for his mouth. 
I took away the ſoup when he had done with it, 
and brought in a roaſted partridge, flanked with two 
quails, which Dame Jacintha carved for him. — 
She took care alſo to make him often drink large 
draughts of wine, a little diluted in a large and 
deep ſilver cup, which ſhe held to his mouth, as if 
he had been an infant of fifteen months. He vigo- 
rouſly fell to, and did no leſs honour to the birds 
than he had done to the ſoup; and when he had 
ſtuffed himſelf up to the throat, the devotee untied 
his napkin, replaced his pillows, and left him in 
quiet to take, as uſual, his afternoon's nap in his 
chair; while we, having uncovered the table, went 
to dinner in our turn. 8 
In this manner did our canon dine every day, who 
was, perhaps, the greateſt eater of the whole chap- 
ter: But his ſupper was uſually more light, for he 
generally contented himſelf with a fowl and a few 
conſerves. I fed well in this houſe, and lived a very 
peaceable life; I had only one grievance, which was 
no other than being obliged to watch my maſter, and 
paſs the whole night like a nurſe. —Beſides a reten- 
tion of urine, that obliged him to aſk for his cham- 
ber- pot ten times in an hour, he was alſo ſubject to 
protuſe ſweats ; and when theſe happened, it was 
my buſineſs to ſhift him. Gil Blas, (ſaid he, the 
« ſecond night) thou haſt activity and addreſs ; and 
«© T perceive that I ſhall be very well pleaſed with 
thy ſervice, —I recommend to thee above all 
e things to behave thyſelf reſpectfully towards 
„ Dame Jacintha; ſhe has ſerved me theſe fifteen 
years with a ſingular attention, and takes ſuch 
„ yncommon care of me, that I know not how to 
O 2 ** expreſs 
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ſhe is dearer to me than all my relations. For the 
love of her I have turned out of doors my nephew, 
my own ſiſter's ſon, becauſe he paid no reſpect to 
the poor woman; and, ſo far from doing juſtice to 
the {incere attachment ſhe has for me, the inſolent 
raſcal treated her as an hypocrite z for in this age, 
all virtue appears hypocriſy to young people. — 
Thank heaven ! I have got rid of the ſcoundrel : 
I prefer the love that is manifeſted for me to all 
the ties of blood, and am influenced only by the 
benefits I receive.”---You are certainly right, fir, 
ſaid I; gratitude ought to govern us more than 
the laws of nature.“ Doubtleſs, replied he; 
and people will be convinced by my laſt will, 
that I have very little regard for my relations. 
My houſekeeper will have a good thare of my ef- 
fects, and thou ſhalt not be forgotten, provided 
that thou continueſt to ſerve me as thou haſt be- 
gun. The footman whom I diſcharged yeſter- 
day has loſt a good legacy by his own folly ; it 
the ſilly fellow had not, by his miſbehaviour, 
obliged me to diſmiſs him, I would have made 
his fortune; but he was a proud coxcomb, and 
deficient in his reſpect for Dame Jacintha; be- 
ſides, he was an idle raſcal, who dreaded the ſmall - 
eſt trouble. ---- He, forſooth, did not chooſe to 
watch over me; and thought it too much fatigue 
to {pend the night in contributing to my cate.” 
Ah, the wretch! cried I, (as if the genius of Fa- 


* bricius had inſpired me) he was not worthy of 


living with ſuch an honourable maſter! A lad 
who has the happineſs of ſerving you, ought to 
be indefatigable in his zeal: he ought to make a 
pleaſure of his duty, and not to think himſelf fa- 
tigued, even when he ſweats blood and water for 
your ſervice.” 


I per- 


* 
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I perceived that what I had ſaid was very agree- 
able to the licentiate, and that he was not leſs ſatis- 
fied with the aſſurance I gave him of being always 
perfectly reſigned to the will of Dame | Arn 
Willing therefore to pals for a ſervant whom fatigue 
could not diſpirit, I did my duty with the utmoſt 
chearfulneſs, and never complained of being up all 
night; a circumſtance which, however, I tound very 
dliſagreeable; and had it not been for the legacy 
with which I entertained my hopes, I ſhould ſoon 
have been diſguſted with my condition.---inceed I 
flept ſome hours in the day-time ; and the gover- 
nante, to do her juſtice, had a great regard tor me.--- 
This muſt be attributed to the care I took in gain- 
ng her good graces, by the moſt complaiſant and 
reſpectful behaviour; when I was at table with her 
and her niece, whoſe name was Ineſilla, I ſhifted 
their plates, filled wine, and ſerved them with a moſt 
particular attention; by which means I inſinuated 
myſelf into their friendſhip. One day, while Dame 
Jacintha was gone out to market, ſeeing myſclf alone 
with Ineſilla, I began to enter into converſation with 
her, and aſked if her father and mother were ftill 
alive. No, ſaid ſhe, they are dead long---long 
« ago---my good aunt told me fo.----For my 
* own part, 1 never ſaw them.” I ſincerely be- 
heved the little girl, though her anſwer was not cate- 
gorical; and I put her into {ach a humour of talk- 
ing, that the told me more of tlie matter than I was 
defirous of knowing.---She informed me, or rather l 
gathered from her artleſs prattle, that her good aunt 
had a very good friend, who lived likewiſe with an 
old canon, whoſe temporalities he managed; and 
that theſe happy domeſtics expected to unite the 
pillage of their maſters by a marriage, the ſweets of 
which they anticipated. I have already obſerved 
that Dame Jacintha, though ſomewhat advanced in 
years, had ſtill a freſhneſs of complexion. It is true 

_ ©" Indeed, 
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indeed, that ſhe ſpared nothing to preſerve it; for, 
beſides a clyſter which ſhe took every morning, ſhe 
fwallowed during the day, ani ar nighie when ſhe 
went to- bed, ſome excellent jellies of her own com- 
poſing : belides ſhe ſlept ſoundly ail night, while I 
was obliged to watch my maſter : but that ch, 
perhaps, contributed more than any thing to pre- 
ferve her colour from fading, was an iſſue, which 


Ineſilla told me ſhe had in each leg. 


. 


How the cauon avas treated auben he fell fick : —the conſequence of 
it; and the legacy which he bequeathed to Gil Blas. 


Served the licentiate Sedillo three months with- 
out complaining of the bad nights I endured ; 

at the end of which time a fever attacked him, and 
he felt his gout increaſed by the pain which it occa- 
fioned ; ſo that, for the firſt time in his life, (which 
had been a long one) he had recourſe to phyſicians, 
and ſent for doctor Sangrado, whom all Valladolid 
looked upon as another Hippocrates. Dame Jacin- 
tha would have been better pleaſed, if the canon had 
begun by making his will, and even dropt ſome 
hints upon the ſubject ; but, beſides his not ſuppo- 
ſing himſelf very near his end, in ſome particulars 
he was extremely obſtinate : I therefore went in 
ſearch of Dr. Sangrado, and brought him to the 
houſe. He was a tall, meagre, pale man, who had 
kept the ſciſſors of the fates employed upwards of 
forty years.----T his learned phyſician had a very ſo- 
lemn appearance, weighed bis diſcourſe, and gave 
an emphaſis to his expreſſions : his reaſoning ap- 
peared to be gcometrical, and his opinions very ſin- 


gular. 
After 
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After having examined the ſymptoms of my 


maſter's diſeaſe, he ſaid to him with a very phyſical 
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air, „The buſineſs here is to ſupply the defect of 


perſpiration, which -I perceive is obſtructed: 
others, in my place, would doubtleſs preſcribe 
ſaline draughts, diuretics, diaphoretics, and ſuch 
medicines as abound with mercury and ſulphur; 
but cathartics and ſudorifics are pernicious x randy 
and all the preparations of chymiſtry are only cal- 
culated to bo miſchief : for my own part, I prac- 
tiſe a method more ſimple, and more certain.---- 
Pray, what is your ordinary diet?“ „My uſual 
food, replied the canon, is broth and meat full of 
gravy.“ - Broth and meat full of gravy! (cried 
the doctor, ſurprized} truly, I am not aſtoniſhed 
to find you ſick: ſuch delicious victuals are 
poiſoned pleaſures, and ſnares which luxury ſpreads 
for mankind, in order to deſtroy them the more 
cfiectually. You muſt renounce all palatable 
food; the moſt ſalutary is that which is the moſt 
inſipid; for as the blood is inſipid, it requires 
ſuch victuals as partake the moſt of its own 
nature.----And do you drink wine? added he.“ 
Yes, anſwered the licentiate, wine diluted.”---- 
O! diluted as much as you pleaſe, replied the 
phyſician : what an irregularity is here ? a 
tine regimen truly! why you ought to have 
died long ago. How old are you, pray ?” 
I am going in my ſixty-ninth year, replied the 
canon. - Ah! ſaid the phyſician, an early old 
age is always the fruit of intemperance. If you 
had drank nothing but pure water all your life, 
and had been ſatisfied with ſimple diet, ſuch as 
boiled apples, tor example, you would not now 
be tormented with the gout, and all your limbs 
would regularly perform their functions. I do 
not deſpair, however, of putting you upon your 


lege 
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legs again, provided you are wholly reſigned to 
* my directions.“ | 

The licentiate having promiſed to obey him in 
every particular, Sangrado ſent me for a ſurgeon, 
whom he named, and ordered him to take from my 
maſter ſix good porringers of blood, as the firſt ef- 
fort, in order to ſupply the want of perſpiration. 
Then, ſaid he to the ſurgeon, Maſter Martin On- 
«© nez, return in three hours, and take as much 
$ more; and repeat the ſame evacuation to-morrow. 
4 It is a vulgar error to ſuppoſe that blood is ne- 
c ceſſary for the preſervation of life: a patient can- 
* not be blooded too much; for as he is obliged to 
& perform no conſiderable motion or exerciſe, but 
© juſt only to breathe, he has no more occaſion for 
« blood than a man who is aſleep; life, in both 
e thele caſes, conſiſts in the pulſe and reſpiration 
© only.” The doctor having ordered frequent and 
copious evacuations of this kind, he ordered us to 
make the canon drink large quantities of warm wa- 
ter; aſſuring us that water, drank in abundance, 
was the true ſpecific in all manner of diſorders, 
When he went away, he told Dame Jacintha and 
me, with an air of confidence, that he would anſwer 
for the life of his patient, provided we would treat 
him in the manner he had preſcribed, The gover- 
nante, who poſſibly thought otherwiſe of this me- 
'thod, proteſted that it ſhould be followed with the 
utmoſt punctuality. Accordingly we began to warm 
ſome water with all expedition; and as the phyſician 
had recommended to us, above all things, not to be 
too ſparing of it, we made my maſter ſwallow, for 
the firſt doſe, two or three pints, at as many draughts, 
An hour after we repeated it, and returning to the 
charge, from time to time, overwhelmed his ſtomach 
with a deluge of water. On the other hand, the 
ſurgeon ſeconded our endeayours, by the yo", 
Pn e 0 
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of blood which he drew from him; and in leſs than 
two days the old canon was reduced to the lalt ex-- 
tremity. | | | 
The honeſt prieſt being almoſt 2 ſaid to me 
with a feeble voice, as | preſented him with a large 
glaſs of the ſpecific, © Hold, Gil Blas, give me no 
more of it, my lad: I fee plainly that I muſt die, 
ein ſpite of the virtues of water; and though there 
is hardly a drop of blood left in my body, I do 
not find myſelt the better for it; which is a plain 
&« proof, that the moſt expert phyſician in the world 
cannot prolong our days, when their fatal period 
« is arrived: go therefore and fetch a notary, for 
„ want to make my will.” At theſe laſt words, 
which I was not ſorry to hear, I affected to be very 
melancholy, and concealing the deſire | had to ex- 
ecute his commiſſion, 4 Well, but Sir, ſaid I, you 
are not yet ſo ill, thank God, but that you may 
* recover.” © No, no, child, replied he, it is all 
over with me. I feel the gout getting upwards, 
„ and death approaching. Make haſte, therefore, 
and do as I order thee,” I perceived, very clear- 
ly, that he grew worle, and the affair appeared ſo 
urgent, that I ran out as faſt. as poſſible to fulfil} 
his orders; leaving with him Dame Jacintha, who 
was more afraid than I that he would die inteſtate: - 
] went into the houſe of the firſt notary I could find, 
who, being at home, © Sir, ſaid 1, the licentiate 
„ Sedillo, my maſter, draws towards his end, and 
„ wants immediately to make his will; ſo that 
„ there is not a moment to loſe.” The notary, 
who was a ſprightly old fellow, and fond of his 
joke, aſked what phyſician attended the canon; I 
anſwered, doctor Sangrado.---At that name, ſeizing 
his hat and cloak in a hurry, „For heaven's fake, 
« {aid he, let us make hafte; for the doctor is ſo 
very expeditious that he ſeldom gives his patients 
Yor. I. P time 
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e time to ſend for notaries : that man has chouſed 
4 me out of a great many good jobs.” J 
We ſet out together, and while we walked at a 
good pace, that we might arrive before he ſhould 
be at the laſt gaſp, Sir, ſaid I to him, you know 
cc that a teſtator at the point of death is apt to for- 
get things: now, if my maſter ſhould not re- 
4 member me, I beg you will remind him of my 
& zeal and attachment.” © That I will, child, 
« rephed the little notary, thou mayſt rely upon 
% me. TI will even exhort him to give thee ſome- 
thing conſiderahle; let him be ever ſo little diſ- 
* poſed ro reward thy ſervices.” The licentiate, 
when we came into his chamber, had ſtill the uſe 
of his ſenſes, and Dame Jacintha was with him, 
her viſage bathed in tears, which ſhe had always at 
command. In ſhort, ſhe had played her part, and 
beſpoke the good man's benevolence. She and I 
immediately left the notary alone with him, and 
went into the antichamber, where meeting the ſur- 
geon whom the doctor had ſent to bleed him once 
more, we ſtopt him. Hold, Mr. Martin, ſaid 
« the governante, you cannot go into Signior Se- 
« dillo's chamber at preſent; he is dictating his laſt 
« will to a notary, who is with him; when that is 
« done, you ſhall have leave to perform your ope- 
& ration.” | | 
This pious gentlewoman and I were extremely 
afraid that the licentiate would die inteſtate : but 
happily for us, the deed that occaſioned our anxie- 
ty, was executed: and the notary ſeeing me in his 
way, as he came out of the room, clapped me on 
the ſhoulder, ſaying with a ſmile, Gil Blas is not 
«+ forgotten.” Theſe words inſpired me with ex- 
ceſlive joy; and I thought 7 {a much obliged 
to my maſter for having remembered me, that I 
promiſed to pray heartily for his foul, after his 
death, which very ſoon happened; for the ſurgeon 
| | having 
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having blooded him again, the poor old man, who 
was but too much exhauſted before, expired almoſt 
during the operation. As he breathed his laſt ſighs, 
the phyſician came in, and looked very fooliſh, not- 
withſtanding his long practice of diſpatching pa- 
tients. But, far from imputing the canon's death 
to his watery draughts and evacuations, he obſerved 
as he went out, with an air of indifference, that the 
patient had not loſt blood enough, nor drank a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of warm water; while the executioner 
of this ſublime art, I mean the ſurgeon, ſeeing alſo 
that there was no more occaſion for his attendance, 
followed doctor Sangrado. | 

As ſoon as the breath had departed from our pa- 
tron's body, Dame Jacintha, Ineſilla, and I, raiſed 
a concert of mournful cries, which were heard all 
over the neighbourhood ; the governante eſpecially, 
who had the greateſt cauſe to rejoice, uttered ſuch 
doleful accents, that one would have thought ſhe 
was the moſt terribly afflicted; and the chamber 
was inſtantly filled with people drawn thither, more 
from the motive of curioſity than compaſſion. 
The relations of the deceaſed no ſooner learned the 
news of his death, than they crowded into the houſe, 
to ſeal up every thing, and found the houſekeeper 
in ſuch deep diſtreſs, that they imagined, at firſt, 
the canon had not made his will: but they ſoon 
underſtood that there was one, ſanctioned by all 
the uſual formalities of the law. When they opened 
it, and ſaw the teſtator had diſpoſed of his beſt ef- 
fects in favour of Dame Jacintha and the little girl, 
they made his funeral oration in terms not much to 
the honour of his memory: they pronounced an eu- 
logium on the devotee, at the fame time, and even 
beſtowed ſome praiſes upon me, who, I confeſs, de- 
ſerved ſome at their hands: for the licentiate (reſt 


his ſoul! to engage me to remember him as long 
7 24 as 
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as I ſhould live, explained hunſelf in an article of 
his will, with regard to me, in this manner, ---- 
Item, as Gil Blas is a young man of ſome erudi- 
tion already, in order to perfect him in his learn- 
ing, 1 leave him my library, and all my books 
* and manuſcripts, without exception.” 

I could not conceive where this library could be, 
having never ſeen any ſuch thing in the houſe. I 
knew only of a few Papers, with five or {ix volumes 
that ſtood upon a ſhelf in my maſter's cloſet : theſe, 
however, were my legacy; though the books could 
not be of any great ſervice to me, one being intitled, 
the Compleat Houſewife : another treated of, Indi- 
geſtion, and the Method of Cure; the reſt were, 
The: four Parts of the Breviary,. which the moths 
had almoſt conſumed. As to the Manuſcripts, the 
moſt curious contained all the three proceedings of 
a law-ſuit in which he was once engaged, for his 
prebend. After having examined the legacy with 
more attention than it deſerved, I left it to the rela- 
tions who envied me ſo much. I gave them back 
the very cloaths I wore, and reſumed my own; 
claiming my wages only, as the reward of my ſer- 
. vice; and reſolving to ſeek a place elſewhere. As 
for Dame Jacintha, beſides the money bequeathed 
her by will, ſhe was in polleſſion of ſome valuable 
effects, which, by the aſſiſtance of her good friend, 
ſhe had found means to convey out of the houle, 
during the licentiate's laſt illneſs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


Gil Blas engages in the ſervice of Doctor Sangrado, and becomes a 
celebrated phyſician. 


I Reſolved to viſit Signior Arias de Londonna, 
and to examine his regiſter for a new place; 
but as I was juſt going into the blind alley where 
he lived, I met doctor Sangrado, whom I had not 
ſeen ſince the day of my maſter's death, and took 
the freedom to ſalute him. He recollected me im- 
mediately, although I had changed my dreſs, and 
expreſſing ſome joy at ſeeing me, © Art thou there, 
„ my lad? ſaid he, I was this moment thinking of 
« thee; having occaſion for a good ſervant, I ima- 
e gined that thou wouldſt anſwer my purpoſe very 
« well; if thou canſt read and write.” “ Sir, an- 
« ſwered I, in that particular, I can do your buſi- 
« nels.” O then, ſaid he, thou art the perſon 
« want: come to my houſe, where thou ſhalt find 
every thing agreeable : I will treat thee with re- 
e ſpect; and though I give no wages, thou ſhalt 
« want for nothing: I will take care to maintain 
e thee handſomely ; and will even diſcover to thee, 
e the great myſtery of curing all diſeaſes; in a 
& word, thou ſhalt rather be my pupil than my 
« ſervant.” 

I accepted the doQor's propoſal, in hopes of be- 
coming a celebrated phyſician, under the auſpices 
of ſuch a learned maſter; and he took me home 
with him inſtantly, in order to initiate me 1n, the 
employment for which I was deſigned. My buſi- 
neſs conſiſted in writing the names and places of - 
abode of the patients who ſent for him while he was 
abroad: for this purpoſe there was a regiſter, in 
which an old woman, who was his ſole — 
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ſet down their ſeveral directions: but ſhe was utterly 
ignorant of ſpelling, and wrote ſo ill, that it was al- 
moſt impoſſible to decypher her ſcrawl. I was in- 
veſted with the cuſtody of this book, which might 
properly have been ſtiled a regiſter of the dead; for 
almoſt all the people whoſe names it contained, ſoon 
gave up the ghoſt. I entered in it (to uſe the ex- 
preſſion) the names of thoſe people who were to ſet 
out for the other world, as the clerk of a ſtage- coach 
office regiſters thoſe who take places to be conveyed 
to any part of this world. My pen was pretty much 
employed, becauſe there was not at that time a 
phyſician in Valladolid ſo much eſteemed as doc- 
tor Sangrado, Who had acquired great reputation 
with the public, by a pomp of words, a ſolemn 
air, and ſome lucky cures which had done him 
more honour than he merited. 

He had extenſive practice, and conſequently did 
not want caſh, which, however, did not make us 
fare the better, his houſekeeping being extremely 
e our ordinary food conſiſting of peaſe, 

ans, boiled codlins, or cheeſe; which aliments, 
he ſaid, were agreeable to the ſtomach, as being 
moſt proper for trituration, in other words, eaſily 
digeſted. Notwithſtanding this opinion, he did not 
approve of our eating too much even of them: in 
which, to be ſure, he acted very prudently: but 
though he did not allow me or his maid to eat a 
great deal, he permitted us by way of recompence, 
to drink as much water as we could ſwallow: far 
from reſtricting us in this particular, he would ſome- 
times ſay, Drink, my children, health conſiſts in 
e the ſuppleneſs and humectation of the parts: 
&«& drink water in great abundance : it is an univer- 
&« ſal menſtruum that diſſolves every kind of falt. 
% When the courſe of the blood is too languid, 
« water accelerates its motion; and when too ra- 


s pid, it checks its impetuoſity. The doctor _ 
0 


6 1L. BL AS 111 


well convinced of the truth of this doctrine, that 
he himtelf drank nothing but water, notwithſtand- 
ing he was far advanced in years. He defined old 
age, a natural decay that withers and conſumes 
us: and in conſequence of this definition, deplored 
the ignorance of thoſe who call wine © the milk of 
« old men:“ for he maintained that it both waſt- 
ed and deſtroyed them; and with great eloquence 
obſerved, that this fatal liquor is to them, and all 
the world, a treacherous friend and a deceitful 
leaſure. 

In ſpite of all this excellent reaſoning, I had not 
been eight days in the houſe, when 1 was ſeized. 
with a looleneſs, and began to feel great diſorder in 
my bowels, which I was raſh enough to aſcribe to 
the univerſal diſſolvent and meagre ſuſtenance on 
which I lived. I complained of it to my maſter, 
in hopes he would relent, and allow me a little wine 
at meals: but he was too great an enemy to that 
liquor to gratify my expectation. If thou feeleſt 
in thyſelf, ſaid he, any reluctance to pure water, 
there are plenty of innocent aids, that will ſup- 
« port thy ſtomach againſt the inſipid taſte of wa- 
ter; ſage, for example, and baum will give it an 
% admirable flavour; and an infuſion of corn- 
% poppy, gillyflower, and roſemary, will render it 
5+ {till more delicious.“ 

In ſpite of all he could ſay in favour of water and 
the excellent beverages he taught me to compoſe, 
I drank of it with ſuch moderation, that perceiving 
my temperance, he ſaid, Truly, Gil Blas, I am 
„ not at all ſurpriſed, that thou doſt not enjoy a 
*« good ftate of health. Thou doſt not drink 
enough, my lad. Water drank in too ſmall 
quantities, ſeryes only to diſentangle the particles 
of the bile, and give them more activity; inſtead 
* of which they ſnould be drowned in a copious 
$5 dilution : be not afraid, my friend, that abun- 

| dance 
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«* dance of water will weaken and relax thy ſtomach: 
© baniſh thoſe ridiculous fears which perhaps thou 
* entertaineſt of plentiful drinking. I will warrant 
* the conſequence; and if thou doſt not look up- 
% on me as a ſufficient bondſman, Celſus himſelf 
« ſhall join in the ſecurity. That Roman oracle be- 
« ſtows an admirable, eulogium on water, and ſays 
« m expreſs terms, that thoſe who drink wine, un- 
der pretence of having a weak ſtomach, do a ma- 
« nifeſt injury to that organ, by uſing ſuch a cloak 
« for their own ſenſuality.” | 

As it would not have looked well for me to ſhew 
myſelf intractable in the very beginning of my car- 
reer in phyſic, I ſeemed perſuaded of his being in 
the right, and will even own I was effectually con- 
vinced ; ſo that I continued to drink water on the 
guaranty of Celſus, or rather I began to drown my 
bile in copious draughts of that liquor; and al- 
though I perceived myſelf every day more and more 
incommoded by it, prejudice got the better of expe- 
rience ; fo happily was I diſpoſed by na: ure, for bo 
coming a phyſician, I could not always, however, 
reſiſt the violence of my diforder, which increaſed 
to ſuch a degree, that I reſolved, at length, to take 
my leave of Dr. Sangrado ; but he inveſted me with a 
new employment, which made me alter that reſolu- 
tion. + Hark'ee, Gil Blas, (ſaid he one day) I am 
« not one of thoſe ſevere and ungrateful maſters 
& who ſuffer their domeſtics to grow grey in their 
« ſervice before they reward them. I am well ſa⸗- 
“ tisfied with thy behaviour, I have a regard for 
« thee, and without further delay will make thy 
fortune for thee. I will immediately diſcloſe to 
„ thee the whole extent of that ſalutary art which 
I have profeſſed ſo many years. Other phyſicians 
« make this conſiſt in the knowledge of a thouſand 
difficult ſciences; but I intend to go a ſhorter way 
* to work, and jpare thee the trouble of ſtudying 
| b | phyſic, 
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« phyſic, pharmacy, botany and anatomy: know 
« then, my friend, all that is 1 is to bleed 
« thy patients well, and make them drink warm 
« water. This is the ſecret of curing all the diſ- 
r tempers incident to man. Yes ! this wonderful 
« ſecret which I reveal to thee, and which nature, 
* jmpenetrable to my brethren, hath not been able 
ce to conceal from my reſearches, is contained in 
e theſe two points; — plentiful bleeding and fre- 
« quent draughts of water. I have nothing more 
<« to impart to thee; thou knoweſt phyſic to the 
« very bottom, and, reaping the fruit of my long 
&« experience, art become in a twinkling as ſkilful a 
64 1 as I am. Thou may'ſt now, continued 
* he, be of ſome ſervice to me: in the morning, 
e thou ſhalt keep our regiſter, and in the after- 
*« noon, thou ſhalt viſit ſome of my patients: while 
I take care of the nobility and clergy, thou ſhalt 
* go in my room, to the houſes of the common 

* ple, where Jam called; and when thou ſhalt have 
«« practiſed ſome time, I will procure thy admiſſion 
into the faculty. Thou art learned, Gil Blas, 
* before thou art a phyſician ; whereas others pre- 
&« ſcribe a long time, generally all their lives, with- 
* out ever becoming learned.” 

I thanked the doctor for having ſo expeditiouſly 
enabled me to ſerve as his deputy; and as an ac- 
knowledgment of his favours, affured him, that F 
would follow his maxims as long as I lived, even if 
they ſhould be contrary to thoſe, of Hippocrates. 
This aſſurance, however, was not altogether ſin- 
cere; for I dilapproved of his opinion with regard 
to water, and reſolved to drink wine every day, 
when I went out to viſit my patients. I hung up 
my own cloaths for a ſecond time, and put on a ſuit 
of my maſter's, that I might appear in all reſpects, 
like a phyſician: after which, J prepared myſelf for 
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excrciſing medicine at the expence of whom it ſhould 
concern, My frit eſſay being upon an Alguazil 
who had a pleuriſy, I ordered him to be blooded 
without mercy, and filled up to the throat with wa- 
ter: I went afterwards into the houſe of a paſtry- 
cook who lay roaring with the gout. I was no more 
ſparing of his blood, than of the Alguazil's; taking 
care allo not to reſtrict him in the article of water. 
For theſe preſcriptions I received twelve rials, whiclr 
made me ſo enamoured of the profeſſion, that I 
thought “ the more miſchief the better ſport.” 
Coming out of the 3 houſe, I met Fa- 
bricius, whom I had not ſeen ſince the death of the 
licentiate Sedillo. He gazed at me ſome minutes 
with ſurprize, then ſet his hands in his ſides, and 
burſt out into an immoderate fit of laughter. It 
was not, I confeſs, without occaſion ; for having a 
cloak that trailed on the ground, with a doublet and 
breeches that would have ſerved a man four times 
as big as myſelf; my figure was truly original. | 
let him laugh till he was tired, not without being 
tempted to follow his example; but J conſtrained 
myſelf in order to preſerve decorum in the public 
ſtreet, and the better to ape the phyſician, who is no 
riſible animal. If my ludicrous appearance had 
excited the mirth of Fabricius, my gravity increaſed 
it ; and when he had indulged it lufcicutly, „p- 
* on my conſcience, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) thou art 
« pleaſantly equipped. Who the devil has diſ- 
„ guiſed thee in this manner?“ “ Softly, friend, 
« replied I, ſoftly. Learn more reſpect to a new 
« Hippocrates; and know, that I am the deputy 
* of doctor Sangrado, the moſt celebrated phyſi- 
% cjan of Valladolid. I have lived with him theſe 
e three weeks. He has taught me phyſic to the 
very bottom, and as he cannot, in perſon, attend 
* all the ſick who apply to him, I aſſiſt him in the 
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& art of healing: he goes to the great houſes, and 
e] viſit the ſmall ones.” © Very well, ceplied Fa- 
% bricius, that is to ſay, he leaves the blood of the 
© commonalty to thee, while he reſerves that of the 
C gentry to himſelf: I congratulate thee upon thy 
„ ſhare; for it is better to — to do with the 

66 ulace, than with perſons of diſtinction: happy 
eis a ſuburb phyſician ! his faults are leſs obſerved, 
& and his aflaſſinations leſs known. Ves, Gil Blas, 
« added he, thine is an enviable ſituation, and to 
„ ſpeak in the language of Alexander, if I was not 
6c Fabricius, U could wiſh to be Gil Blas.” 

To convince the ſon of Barber Nunnez, that I 
had reaſon to glory in my preſent ſituation, pro- 
duced the rials which l had received from the Al- 
guazil and paſtry-cook ; upon which we went into 
a tavern, in order to ſpend ſome of them : here we 
were ſerved with pretty good wine, which, the long- 
ing deſire I had of ralting that liquor, making me 
think it ſtill better than it was, I drank large 
draughts of it, and, without diſparagement to the 
Roman oracle, the more I filled my ſtomach, the 
leſs did that organ complain of the injury it receiv- 
ed. We ſtaid "together a long time in the tavern, 
and laughed hearuly at the expence of our maſters, 
as It is cuſtomary among ſervants ; at length, ſeeing 
night approaching, we parted, after having made a 
mutual promiſe of meeting again in the fame place, 
the next day in the afternoon. 
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CAP. IV. 


Gil Blas continues to adt in the character of a phyſician with equa? 
capacity and ſucceſs, —The adventure of the ring retrieved. 


HAD no ſooner got home, than doctor Sangrado 

came in, to whom I gave an account of the pa- 
tients l had viſited, and put into his hand eight rials 
- which remained of the twelve I had received for 
my preſcriptions. © Eight rials! ſaid he, (after 
having counted them) this is a very ſmall matter 
« for two viſits; but we muſt refuſe nothing.” So 
it appeared : for he kept ſix, and, giving me two, 

Here, Gil Blas, added he, there is ſomething for 
e thee to begin ſtock: I allow thee a fourth part of 
4% what thou ſhalt get, and thou wilt preſently be 
rich, my friend, for, if it ſhould pleaſe God, there 
& will be plenty of diſeaſes this ſeaſon.” 

I had reaſon to be contented with my ſhare ; be- 
cauſe, as I had reſolved to detain always a third part 
of what I ſhould receive from the patients, and as I 
was afterwards to touch a fourth of what ſhould re- 
main, it would on the whole (if there be any truth 
in arithmetic) amount to one half of what J ſhould 
earn. This conſideration inſpiring me with new 
ardour for my profeſſion, as ſoon as I had dined the 
next day, I reſumed my phyſical dreſs, and going 
out, viſited ſeveral patients whom I had regiſtered, 
and whom I treated after the ſame manner, though 
their diſorders were as different as poſſible. Hi- 
therto things had gone very quietly, and no body, 
thank heaven, found fault with my preſcriptions ; 
but however excellent the practice of phyſic may 
be, it cannot eſcape cenſure. Going into the houſe 
of a grocer whole ſon was dropſical, I there met 


with 
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with a little ſwarthy phyſician called doctor Cu- 
chillo, whom a relation of the grocer's had brought 
along with him: I made the moſt reſpecttul bows 
to every body preſent, and in particular, to the per- 
ſon who | ſuppoſed had been called to conſult with 
me about the complaint of the patient; he ſaluted 
me with great gravity, then eying me attentively for 
ſome minutes, © Signior doctor, ſaid he, pray excuſe 
« my curioſity; I thought I had been acquainted 
« with all my brethren the phyſicians of Valla- 
% dolid: but I confeſs, your features are entirely 
e new to me: ſure you cannot have been long ſet- 
« tled in this city,” I told him, I was a young 
„ practitioner, who as yet only preſcribed under the 
auſpices of doctor Sangrado. * | congratulate you, 
« {aid he, bowing, on your having embraced the 
* method of ſo great a man; and doubt not that 
« you are already maſter of your buſineſs, notwith- 
« ſtanding your youthful appearance.” He ſpoke 
this with ſo natural an air, that | knew not whether 
he was in jeſt or earneſt, and I was thinking of a 
reply, when the grocer interpoſing, ſaid, * Gentle- 
men, I am perſuaded that you are both perfectly 
% wcll acquainted with the art of phyſic, therefore, 
pray examine the ſituation of my fon, and pre- 

« 1cribe what you think will reſtore him.” 
Accordingly, the little doctor enquired into the 
ſtate of our patient, and after having made me ob- 
ſerve all the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, aſked in what 
manner I propoſed to treat him, “ am of opt- 
nion, ſaid i, that he ſhould be blooded every 
« day, and drink plentitully of hot water.” At 
theſe words the little phyſician ſaid with a fatirical 
ſmile, And pray, Sir, do you ſuppole theſe reme- 
dies will fave his life?“ „“ Doubtleſs, replicd J, 
ina reſolute tone, they will certainly produce that 
effect; being, as doctor Sangrado juſtly obſerves, 
s ſpecifics againſt all manner of diſtempers.“ At 
0 that 
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„ that rate, replied he, Celſus is very much to 
« blame, in aſſuring us, that for the more cafy and 
te effectual cure of a droply, it is requiſite to make 
* the patient ſuller both hunger and thirſt.” * Oh! 
« Celtus, reſumed I, is not my oracle: he was as 
« hable to miſtakes as any other; and I have ſome- 
„ times found it neceſſary to act quite contrary to 
his opinion.” I perceive by your diſcourſe, 
« {aid Cuchillo, the ſure and ſatisfactory method 
that doctor Sangrado would recommend to 
„young practitioners : bleeding and aqueous 
„% draughts, are his univerſal medicines ; therefore, 
« ] am not at all ſurpriſcd that fo many honefl 
« people die under his hands.“ “ None of your 
« invectives, ſaid I, (interrupting him with tome 
« heat) it ill becomes a man of your profeſſion to 
„ caſt ſuch reflections. Come, come, Mr. doctor. 
« you mult admit that abundance of ſick people 
« are ſent to the other world, without being blood- 
a ed, or drinking hot water; and I doubt not but 
« that you have diſmiſſed at leaſt your ſhare of 
« them: if you have any thing to ſay againſt doc- 
« tor Sangrado, commit it to paper; he will an- 
« ſwer it, and we ſhall ſoon ſee on which ſide the 
« Jaughers are.” “ By St. Jago and St. Dennis! 
« cried he, in à rage, you are unacquainted with 
doctor Cuchillo! Know, fellow, that 1 have both 
« teeth and nails, and am not at all afraid of San- 
grado, who, notwithſtanding his vanity and pre- 
é tumpnon, is little better than a blockhead.” 
The figure of the little doctor making me deſpiſe 
his wrath, I replicd with great bitterneſs; he an- 
twered in the lame manner, and, in a very ſhort 
time, we came to filty-culls : ſome blows paſſed, 
and each of us loft an handful of hair, before the 
grocer and his kinſman could part us; which when 
they had accompliſhed, I was paid for my atten- 
dance and diſmiſſed, while they retained my anta- 
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goniſt, who ſeemed to them the more ſkilful phy- 
lician of the two. 

After this misfortune, I very narrowly eſcaped 
another : for going to viſit a fat chanter who was 
zIl of a fever, I no ſooner mentioned hot water, than 
he fell into a rage againſt the ſpecific, curſed and 
{wore, called me a thouland names, and cven threat- 
enced to throw me out of the window. I moved 
off faſter than | came in, and not chuſing to lee 
any more patients that day, betook mytclt to the 
houſe appointed for the reudezvous between ne 
and Fabricius, who was already there: as we found 
ourſelves i a frolickſome humour, we drank freely, 
and went home in a late of elevation---that is, halt 
ſcas over. 

Signior Sangrado did not obſerve that I was in- 
toxicated, becauſe he miſtook my extravagant gel- 
cures in recounting the quarrel | had with the little 
doctor, for an eſlect of the emotion occalioned by 
the conflict: beſides, as he was principally con- 
cerned in our diſpute, he became a party, and 
piqued at the behaviour of Cuchillo, aid.“ Thou 
& haſt acted properly, Gil Blas, in defending the 


% honour of our remedies againſt. that little abor- 
% tion of the faculty. He afſirms then, that aque- 
£6 


ous draughts are improper for the dropſy! an 
ignorant wretch ! 1 will maintain, that a dropſical 


* patient cannot drink too much. Water, added 
„he, will cure all kinds cf dropſics; it is alſo ex- 
cc 


cellent in rheumatic complaints, and the green 
ſicknels; it is moreover excecding good in fe- 
vers, where the patient burns and ſhivers at the 
ſame time: and of wonderful efficacy in thoſe 
diſtempers that are imputed to cold, ſerous, and 
85 humvurs : this opinion may appear 

range to ſuch raw phyſicians as Cuchillo; but 
it is eaſily ſupported by theory and practice; and 
if ſuch as he were capable of reaſoning philo- 
„ {ophically, 


* 
- 
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e ſophically, inſtead of decrying my method, they 


* would become my moſt zealous partizans.” 

He did not therefore ſuſpect my having drank 
too much, ſo greatly was he enraged , for, in order 
to inflame him the more againſt the little doctor, I 
had thrown into my narrative ſome circumſtances 
of my own invention, Nevertheleſs, fired as he 
was with what I had told him, he perceived that I 
drank more water than uſual that evening, the wine 
having made me very thirſty. Any other than San- 
grado would have ſuſpected my extraordinary thirſt, 
and the great draughts I ſwallowed ; but he firmly 
believed that I began to reliſh watery potions z and 
- fTaid, with a {mile,. „I ſee, Gil Blas, thou haſt no 
longer an averſion to water. Heaven be praiſed, 
thou drinkeſt it now like nectar. I am not in 
de the leaſt ſurprized at it, my friend; for I knew 
« 1t would ſoon grow familiar to thy taſte,” “ Sir, 
« ſaid I, there is a time for all things: I would not 
at this inſtant give a pint of water for an hogſhead 
of wine,” The doctor, delighted with this an- 
ſwer, did not neglect ſo fair an opportunity of ex- 
tolling the excellence of water; but uttered a new 
elogium on it, not like a cold advocate, but with all 
the fervour of an enthuſiaſt. A thouſand times, 
« cried he, a thouſand and ten thouſand times more 
valuable and innocent than thetaverns of our days, 
ce were thoſe baths of. ages paſt, into which people 
did not go to proſtitute in a ſhameful manner, 
their lives and tortunes by glutting themſelves 
« with wine; but where people met to amuſe them- 
& {elves, and drank hot water with honour and ſe— 
« curity ! One cannot enough admire the wiſe pro- 
& yiſion of thoſe ancient maſters of civil life, who 
« eſtabliſhed public places where water was freely 
% oiventoall comers, and whoſecured the wine in the 
t ſhops of apothecarics, permitting it to be uſed only 
by the direction of phyſicians. What aſtoniſhing 
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& ſagacity! It is, doubtleſs, added he, owing to 
„ ſome lucky remains of that antient foals, 
« worthy of the golden age, that there are ſtill a 
&« few who, like thee and l, drink only water; and 
„ who, as a preſervative from, or cure of all diſtem- 
« pers, truſt to hot water unboiled : for I have ob- 
4 Krved that which has been boiled is heavier, and 
« leſs agreeable to the ſtomach.” 

While he uttered this eloquent harangue, I had 
like to have laughed in his face more than once: 
I preſerved my gravity however. —l did more.—I 
entered into the dotor's ſentiments, inveighed againſt 
the uſe of wine, and lamented that mankind had 
contracted a taſte for a liquor ſo pcrnicious. Then, 
as my thirſt was not ſufficiently quenched, I filled 
a large goblet with water, and having ſwallowed 
long draughts of it, Come, Sir, ſaid J, let us re- 
e gale ourſelves with this benevolent liquor, and 
&* revive in your houſe thoſe celebrated antient baths 
e which you ſo much regret.” He applauded my 
remark, and for a whole quartcrot an hour, exhorted 
me to drink nothing but water. In order to fami- 
liarize myſelf to this preſcription, | promiſed to 
iwallow a large quantity every evening z and that I 
might the more caſily perform niy promiſe, went to 
bed with a relolution of going to the tavern every 
day. 

The oppoſition I met with at the procer's houſe, 
did not deter me from preſcribing warm water and 
bleeding the next day. Coming out of a houſe where 
I had been to viſit a frantic poet, | met an old woman 
in the ſtreet, who accoſting me, alked if I was a 
phyſician ; I aniwered in the affirmative, © Well 
then, tad the, | moſt humbly entreat you to 
* come along with me; my niece was yeſterday 
* tiken ill, and I know not what is her complaint.” 
I followed the old gentlewoman, who conducted me 
to her houſe, and introduced me to a pretty neat 
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chamber, where I found a perſon in bed. Going 
toward; her, in order to examine into the ſymptoms 
of her diſc aſe, I was immediately (truck with her fea- 
tures, which when I had obſerved ſome minutes, I 
recollected her to be no other than the female ad- 
venturer who had ſo dextrouſly acted the part of 
Camilla. She, however, did not ſeem to remember 


me; either the oppreſſion of her own diſtemper, or 


my phyſical garb, ſecured me from her recollection. 
Laying hold of her arm, in order to feel the pulſe, 


1 perceived my ring upon her finger; at the ſight of 


which, I felt a terrible emotion, and a violent deſire 
of attempting to retrieve it: but conſidering that 
the women might ſcream out, and Don Raphael, or 
ſome other champion of the fair ſex, come to their 
alliſtance, | endeavoured to reſiſt the temptation, and 


imagining it would be better to diſſemble, and to 


take the-advice of Fabricius, | ſtuck to this laſt re- 
ſolution. In the mean time, the old woman preſſing 
me to acquaint her with the nature of her niece's 
diſtemper, I was not fool enough to own myſelf ig- 
norant of the matter; but, on the contrary, affecting 


the man of ſkill, and copying my maſter's deport- 


ment, I told her gravely, that the r pro- 
ceeded from the want of perſpiration, and that con- 
ſequently ſhe mult be ſpeedily blooded, that eva- 
cuation being the only ſubſtitute of perſpiration : I 
likewiſe preſcribed warm water, that the rules of 
our practice might be ney obſerved, 

I made my viſit as ſhort as poſſible, and ran to 
find the ſon of Nunnez, whom I met at the door, 
going out to execute a commiſſion for his maſter: I 
told him my new adventure, and aſked him if he 
thought it prudent to cauſe Camilla to be ſeized by 
the warrant of a magiſtrate ; he an{wered, * By no 
* means. That is not the way to obtain thy ring 
„again; for the officers of juſtice hate to make re- 
* ſ{titution. Remember the jail of Aſtorga, where 
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* thy horſe, money, and even thy cloaths were de- 
«* tained by theſe gentlemen. We mult rather make 
« uſe of our own induſtry, in recovering thy jewel; 
Ji undertake to find out ſome ſtratagem for that 
« purpoſe; and I will think of it, in my way to the 
« hoſpital, whither | am going to carry a ſhort meſ- 
« ſage to the ſteward, from my maſter : go, and 
« wait for me at our tavern, and be not impatient, 
% for | will be with thee ſhortly.” 

He did not, however, arrive at the randezyous, 
till after I had been there three hours; and then he 
was ſo diſguiſed, that at firſt 1 did not know him: 
for he had not only changed his apparel, but he had 
twiſted htis hair into a queue, half covered his face 
with a pair of artificial whiſkers, provided himſelf 
with an enormous ſword, the hilt of which was at 
leaſt three feet in circumference z and marched at 
the head of five men who looked as fierce as him- 
ſelf, and wore alſo long rapiers and large whiſkers, 
#* Your ſervant Signior Gil Blas, ſaid he, you ſee in 
* mean Alguazil of a new fabric, and in theſe brave 
* fellows who accompany me, ſoldiers of the ſame 
* model. You need only ſhew us the houle of the 
* woman who ſtole your diamond, and be aſſured 
*« that we will make her inſtantly reſtore it.“ I em- 
braced Fabricius at this diſcourſe, which explained 
the ſtratagem he intended to put in practice in my 
behalf; and aſſured him, that I highly approved 
of his expedient. I ſaluted alſo the pretended falſe 
diers, who were in fact three valets, and two jour. 
neymen barbers of his acquaintance, whom he had 
engaged to act this new character. Having treated 
the whole brigade with wine, we went all together, 
in the evening, to Camilla's lodgings. We knocked 
at the door, which the old woman opening, and ta- 
king my attendants for the terriers of juttice, who 
never entered that houſe without ſufficient cauſe, 
was ſeized with 2 Courage, good mo- 
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« ther, ſaid Fabricius to her, we are come hither 
* only on account of a ſmall affair that may very 
* ſoon be ſettled,” We then advanced to the cham- 
ber of the ſick perſon, conducted by the old woman, 
who walked before, lighting us with a wax taper in 
a ſilver candleſtick. I took the candle in my 8 
went towards the bed, and diſcovering my face to 
Camilla, „perfidious woman ! ſaid I, behold the 
too credulous Gil Blas, whom you haye robbed. 
„% Ah wretch! I haye found thee at laſt, and the 
s corregidor, in conſequence of my information, has 
* ordered this Alguazil to apprehend you. Come, 
„Mr. Tipſtaff, ſaid I to Fabricius, do your office.“ 
„ There is no occaſion, anſwered he, (raiſing his 
voice) for exhorting me to do my duty, | re- 
* member that creature, who has been long mark- 
* ed in my memorandum-book, with red letters, 
„ Rite, my little princeſs, added he, dreſs yourſelf 
„immediately. I intend to be your uſher, and 
conduct you to the city-jail, if it is agreeable to 

% your ladyſhip.” . 
At theſe words, Camilla, ſick as ſhe was, percetv- 
ing that two of his tollowers, with the large whiſkers, 
were about to drag her out by force, ſat up in her 
bed, claſped her hands in a ſuppliant poſture, and 
looking at me with terror painted in her eyes, Sig- 
„ nior Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, I conjure you by the chaſte 
„ mother who bore you, to have compaſſion on 
* me! though 1 am guilty, I am ſtill more unfor- 
* tunate! it you will not ruin me, I will reſtore 
* your ring.“ So ſaying, ſhe took it from her fin- 

ger, and put it into my har) But I told her, m 
diamond alone was not ſufficient ; and that ſhe muſt 
alſo make reſtitution of the thouſand ducats which 
had been taken from me in the furniſhed lodgings. 
_ * Oh Signtor! replied ſhe, do not aſk your ducats 
* of me; the trajtor, Don Raphael, whom I have 
not ſeen ſince that time, carried them off the ſame 
| * night.” 
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* night.” „ Oho, my little innocent, ſaid Fabri- 
* cius, you think to get out of the ſcrape, by de- 
% nying you had any ſhare of the booty; but you 
„ ſhall not get off ſo eaſily, I aflure you: _ hav- 
* ing been an accomplice of Don Raphael, is a ſuf- 
„ ficient reaſon for * you to give an account 
of your paſt life. You have, doubtleſs, a great 
% many things that lay heavy on your conſcience, 
* and therefore, if you pleaſe, you ſhall go to pri- 
« ſon, and make a general confeſſion. I will c 
$* this old gentlewoman thither alſo, added he, for 
* 1 ſuppoſe, it is in her power to relate a great ma- 
„ ny curious {tories which the corregidor will not 
« be ſorry to hear,” 

At thele words the two women put every thin 
in practice to ſoften us: the chamber rang wit 
cries, groans, and lamentations.: while the old wo- 
man on her knees, ſometimes before the alguazil, 
and ſometimes before his attendants, endeavoured 
to melt us into compaſſion ; Camilla implored me 
in the moſt affecting terms, to ſave her from the 
hands of juſtice, I pretended to relent, ſaying, to 
the ſon of Nunnez, Mr. Officer, ſince I have got 
* my diamond, I am ſatisfied. I have no deſire to 
give this poor woman any further trouble: far be 
t from me to ſeek the death of a ſinner.” For 
* ſhame! ſaid he, a man of your humanity would 
** make a bad trooper: but it is my duty to acquit 
„% myſelf of my commiſſion, by which I am ex- 
% preſly ordered to apprehend theſe infantas : for 
the corregidor is determined to make an example 
„ of them,” For heaven's ſake, replied I, have 
a little regard to intreaty, and abate a little of 
„your ſeverity, in conſideration of the preſent 
e which theſe ladies mean to offer us,” © Oh! that 
« js another affair, ſaid he; that is what we call a 
figure of rhetoric well placed—Come, let us ſee 


what 


126 The ADVENTURES of 


what they have got to give me?” I have, ſaid 
Camilla, a pearl necklace and ear-rings of con- 
* fiderable value.” Here ſhe was interrupted with, 
« Yes, but if they come from the Philippine iſles, 
* they will not do for me.” 4 You may take them, 
upon my word; I'll warrant them genuine,” ſaid 


ſhe; at the ſame time deſiring the old woman to 


bring a little box, out of which ſhe took the neck- 
lace and ear- rings, and preſented them to the algua- 


il. Though he knew as little of jeweis as I did, 


he was perſuaded that the diamonds of the ear- rings 
were genuine, as well as the pearls of the necklace; 

therefore having examined them attentively, «© 'Thefe 
«« jewels, ſaid he, ſeem to be of a good water, and 
if the ſilver candleſtick, which Signior Gil Blas 
* has in his hand, be added to them, I will not an- 
« {wer for my fidelity.” © 1 cannot ſuppoſe, ſaid 
« I to Camilla, that you will for a trifle, break off 
&+ a treaty ſo much to your advantage.” So ſaying, 
I gave the light to the old woman, and the candle- 
ſtick to Fabricius, who being ſatisfied with what he 
had got, becauſe perhaps he ſaw nothing elle in the 


room which he could eaſily carry off, ſaid to the la- 


dies, © Adieu, my princeſſes, live in peace. I will 
« ſpeak to the corregidor, and repreſent you whiter 
* than ſnow: it is in our power to repreſent things 
«© as we think proper, and we never tell him the real 
" 2 except when we are under no temptation to 
« lie.“ | 


3 
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The /equel of the adventure. , the ring retrieved, Gil Blas quits 
the profe ion of phyfic, and the city of Valladolid 


FTE R having thus executed the ſcheme of 

Fabricius, we left Camilla's' lodgings, con- 
gratulating ourſelves upon a piece of ſucceſs that 
even ſurpaſſed our expectation ; for we expected no 
more than to have recovered the ring. However, we 
carried off the reſt without ceremony; and, ſo far 
from making a ſcruple of robbing courtezans, we 
thought we had done a meritorious action.“ Gen- 
de tlemen, ſaid Fabricius, (when we were got into 
the ſtreet) I make a motion that we ſhould return 
eto the tavern, and ſpend the night in making 
merry. To-morrow we will ſell the candleſtick, 
* necklace, and ear-rings, and divide the money 


like brothers; after which we will return to our 


reſpective homes, and make the beſt excuſe we 
can to our maſters.” This propoſal of the al- 
guazil ſeemed very reaſonable to us all. We re- 
turned to the tavern, ſome of us believing we could 
eaſily find an excuſe tor not being at home all night, 
and others not caring whether they ſhould be dit- 
miſſed or not. 
| We ordered a good ſupper, and ſat down to ta- 
ble with as much appetite as good humour, The 
repaſt was ſeaſoned with a thouſand agreeable ſal- 
lies: Fabricius, in particular, enlivened the conver- 
ſation, and diverted us all extremely, by innumera- 
ble ſtrokes replete with Caſtilian ſalt, equal at 
leaſt to the antient Attic ſalt. But while we were in 
this jovial diſpoſition, our mirth was ſuddenly over- 
caſt by an unexpected event. A man of a pretty good 
appearance entered the room where we were at ſup- 
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per, followed by two others of terrible aſpect ; after 
theſe three more appeared; and we counted no leſs 
than a dozen who came in thus, three by three, arm- 
ed with carabines, ſwords, and bayonets,--- We ſoon 
received. them to be the ſoldiers of the patrole, and 

it was not difficult to guels their intention. At firſt, 
we had ſome, thoughts of making reſiſtance ; but 
they ſurrounded us in an inſtant, and kept us in 
awe, as well by their numbers as their fire-arms.--- 
4 Gentlemen, faid their commander to us with a 
* ſncer, I know by what ingenious artifice you have 
« recovered a ring from the hands of · a certain fe- 
* male adventurer; and, I confeſs, the contrivance 
* was excellent, and richly deſerves a public recom- 
® pence, which you ſhall by no means be deprived 
* of. Juſtice has already appointed an apartment 
for you in her own houſe, and will not fail to re- 
« ward fo ingenious a contrivance.” This language 
greatly diſconcerted all thoſe to whom it was ad- 
Grefſed : our countenances changed, and we expe- 
' Tienced, in our turn, the ſame terror with which we 
had inſpired Camilla, Fabricius, however, though 
ale and diſmayed, attempted to juſtity what we 
Jag done. © Sir, ſaid he, as we had no ill inten- 
„tion, this little trick ought to be forgiven.” 
Hoy the devil! cried the commangant in a rage, 
do you call this a little trick? Know you not, 
that it is a hanging matter? For, beſides that no 
man is permitted to do juſtice to himſelf without 
* the cognizance of the law, you have carried off a 
* candleſtick, necklace and ear-rings that did not 
« belong to you; and, which is ſtill worſe, in order 
to commit that robbery, you have diſguiſed your- 
« {ves like tipſtaves.----Wretches ! to preſume to 
« dreſs yourſelves in the habit of ſuch honourable 
people to do miſchief. I ſhall think you very for- 
e tunate, if you are only ſentenced to the gallies.“ 
When we were made to underſtand, that the affair 
1 8 Was 
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vas tuch more ſerious than we at firſt imagined, we 
fell down together at his feet, and entreated him to 
have compaſſion on our youth. But our prayers 
were diſregarded: he alſo rejected a propoſal we 
made of giving up to him the necklace, ear- 
rings, and candleſtick : even my ring was refuſed, 
becauſe (I ſuppoſe) it was offered betore too much 
company.— In ſhort, he was quite inexorable ; he 
ordered my companions to be diſarmed, and carried 
us all together to the public priſon. In our way 
thither one of the guard told me, that the old wo- 
man who lived with Camilla, ſuſpecting that we were 
not the real foot-pads of juſtice, had followed us to 
the tayern; and there being confirmed in her opinion, 
had revenged herſelf upon us, by acquainting the 
patrole with the whole affair. 

We were immediately plundered of every thing; 
the necklace, diamonds, and candleſtick were ſeiz- 
ed; they alſo took my ring, together with the ruby 
of the Philippine iſles, which J had unfortunately in 

ket. They did not even ſpare the rials, 
which 1 had that day received for my preſcriptions : 
which convinced me, that the gentlemen belonging 
to juſtice at Valladolid are as expert in their office 
as thoſe at Aſtorga, and that the manners of all 
theſe people are every where alike. While I was 
rifled of my jewels and caſh, the officer of the pa- 
trole recounted our adventure to theſe agents of the 
plunder ; and the affair ſeemed to them of ſo ſerious © 
a nature; that the majority thought we deſerved a 
halter: bur others leſs ſevere, ſuppoſed we might 
get off for two hundred laſhes each, and a few years. 
lervice in the gallies. --- Until the corregidor ſhould 
think proper to decide our affair, we were locked 
up in a dungeon, where we lay upon ſtraw, with 
which it was ſtrewed like attable littered for horſes. 
Here we might have continued a long time, and at 
laſt exchanged our habitation for the gallics, had not 
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Signior Manuel Ordonnez heard of our misfortune 
the next day, and reſolved to procure the liberty of 
Fabricius, which he could not do without obtaini 
alſo the diſmiſſion of us all. Being a man very non 
eſteemed in the city, he did not ſpare ſolicitations; 
and by his own intereſt, and that of his friends, at 
the end of three days effected our enlargement. But 
ve did not come out as we had gone in; the can- 
dleſtick, necklace, and ear-rings, my ring, ruby, 
and nals being alſo detained : which brought to my 
remembrance thoſe verſes of Virgil, that begin with 
Sic vos non vobis.“ | 
When we had obtained our liberty we returned 
to our maſters; and doctor Sangrado received me 
very kindly, ſaying, Poor Gil Blas, I was not in- 
* e of thy misfortune till this morning, and 
& was juſt EONS to make ſtrong ſolicitations in thy 
„ behalf, Thou mutt conſole thyſelf, my friend, 
e for this accident, and attach thyſelf more than 
« ever to phyſic.“ © Thar, ſaid I, is my intention.” 
And indeed I thought of nothing elſe. Far from 
wanting bulineſs, it happened, as my maſter had 
predicted, that diſtempers were very rife, the ſmall 
pox and malignant fever began to ravage the city 
and ſuburbs ; ſo that all the phyſicians in Vallado- 
lid, and we in particular, had abundance of practice. 
Scarce a day paſſed in which each of us did not viſit 
eight or ten patients; from whence it may be eaſily 
conceived what a quantity of blood was ſpilt, and 
warm water conſumed. But, I do not know how 
it happened, all our patients died, either on account 
of our want of ſkill, or becauſe their diſeaſes were 
incurable, Certain it is, we ſeldoni had occaſion 
to make three viſits to one, perſon : at the ſecond, 
we were generally told that he was juſt dead, or 
found him at the laſt gaſp. As I was but a young 
Phyſician, who had not yet had time to be inured to 
murder, I began to be very uneaſy at the many fatal 
| events 
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events which might be laid to my charge. —< Sir, 
« ſaid I one evening to Dr. Sangrado, I rake heaven 
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to witneſs, that l follow your method with the 
utmoſt punctuality; and yer, nevertheleſs, every 
one of my patients leaves me in the lurch, and 
takes a trip to the other world, It appears as if 
they took a pleaſure in dying, merely to bring 
our practice into diſcredit. This very day I met 
two of them going to their long home.” © Why 


truly, Gil Blas, replied he, l have reaſon to make 


the ſame obſervation that thou doſt : it is not of- 
ten that | have the ſatisfaction of curing thoſe who 
fall into my hands; and if I was not fo fully 
convinced as I am of the principles on which I 
proceed, I ſhould think my remedies were perni- 
cious in almoſt all the caſes that come under my 
care.” If you will take my advice, Sir, ſaid 


1, we will alter our practice, and give chymical 


preparations to our patients, through curioſity ; 
the worſt that can happen will only produce the 
ſame effect that follows our bleedings and warm 
water.“ I would willingly make that experi- 
ment, replied he, if it could be productive of no 
bad conſequence z but I have publiſhed a book, 
in which I have extalled the uſe of frequent bleed- 
ing and large quantities of water; and wouldft . 
thou have me decry my own work? © Oh! by 
no means, ſaid I, you muſt not give your enemies 
ſuch a triumph over you: they would ſay, you 
are at laſt convinced of your error; and therefore 
ruin your reputation : periſh rather the nobility, 
clergy and people! and let us continue 1n our old 
ath. After all, our brother doctors, notwith- 
ding their averſion to bleeding, perform no 
greater miracles than we do; and believe their 


drugs are no better than our ſpecifics.” 


We went to work, therefore, with freſh courage, 


and proceeded in ſuch a manner, that in leſs than fix 
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weeks we made as many widows and orphans as the 
ſiege of Troy. By the number of funerals, one 
would have * ht the plague was in Valladolid; 
and every day, ſome father came to our houſe, to 
demand an account of his ſon, whom we had robbed 
him of, or ſome uncle, to upbraid us with his ne- 
phew's death. As for the ſons and nephews, whoſe 
fathers and uncles we had diſpatched, they never ap- 
peared to complain : the huſbands too were very 
civil, and never cavilled with us about the loſs of 
their wives. But thoſe afflicted people, whole re- 
proaches we were obliged to undergo, ſometimes 
vented their ſorrow in very coarſe — and 
called us ignorant aſſaſſins. As they did not ſpare 
me, in particular, I was rendered uneaſy by their 
epithets: but my maſter, who was habituated to 
ſuch diſcourſe, heard them without the leaſt emo- 
tion. I might, perhaps, in time, have become fa- 
miliar with reproach, as well as he, if heaven, doubt- 
leſs, to rid the ſick people in Valladolid of one of 
their ſevereſt ſcourges, had not produced an occaſion 
that gave me a diſguſt to phyſic, which I practiſed 
with 1o little ſucceſs. | 

There was in our neighbourhood a tennis-court, 
to which the idle people in town daily reſorted, and, 
among the reſt, one of your profeſſed bullies, who 
take upon themſelves the office of arbiters, and de- 
cide all differences that happen. He was from 
Biſcay, and aſſumed the name of Don Rodrigo de 
Mondragon; he was about thirty years of age, of 
the common ſize, but lean and muſcular; he had 
two little twinkling eyes, that rolled in his head, and 
ſeemed to threaten every body he looked at; a very 
flat noſe, placed between red whiſkers, that curled 
p to his very temples, and a manner of ſpeaking 
ſo rough and violent, that his words ſtruck terror 
into every body. This racket- breaker had, made 
himielt the tyrant of the tennis · court, where he Judg: 
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ed all the diſputes that happened among thoſe who 
played, in the moſt imperious manner, and no man 
durſt appeal from his deciſion, unleſs he could re- 
ſolve to fight him the next day. Such was Don 
Rodrigo, who, notwithſtanding the Don he had pre- 
fixed to his name. was an arrant raſcal ; he created 
a tender impreſſion in the miſtreſs of the tennis- 
court, who was a woman about forty years of age, 
rich and agreeable enough, and had been fitteen 
months a widow. now not how he won her 
heart ; for, I preſume, it was not by his beauty; it 
was certainly by that je ne ſcai quoy which cannot 
be expreſſed. Be that as it will, ſhe had conceived 
a paſſion for him, and actually intended to take 
him for her huſband ; but while preparations were 
making for the conſummation of the marriage, ſhe 
fell ſick, and unfortunately employed me as her 
phyſician. If her diſtemper had not been a malig- 
nant fever, my preſcriptions were ſufficient to endan- 
ger her life; ſo that, in four days, I occaſioned the 
rennis-court to be hung in mourning; I ſent the 
miſtreſs after the reſt of all my patients, and her re- 
lations took poſſeſſion of her fortune. Don Kodri- 
go, made deſperate by the loſs of his miſtreſs, or ra- 
ther by being baulked in his expectation of a very 
advantageous match, not only curſed and reviled 
me, but alſo ſwore, that he would run me through 
the body, whenever he could catch me, and exter- 
minate me from the face of the earth. A charitable" 
neighbour informed me of this oath, and adviſed 
me not to ſtir abroad, for fear of meeting this mon- 
ſter of a man. This advice, which I had no inten- 
tion to neglect, filled me with confuſion and diſ- 
= I fancied inceſſantly, that I ſaw this furious 
Biſcayan coming into the houſe ; and could not en- 
Joy one moment's repoſe. This effectually detached 
me from the practice of phyfic, and my ſole care was 
how to free myſelf from uncaſineſs: I reſumed my 
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embroidered ſuit, and after having bid adieu to my 


maſter, who could not prevail upon me to ſtay, 


quirted the city at day- break, not without appre- 
henſion of meeting Don Rodrigo in my way. 


AN. 


B bat route be teok auhen he loft Valladolid; and the perſon who 
Joined him on the roal. | 


Walked very faſt, looking every moment behind 
me, to ſee if this formidable Biſcayan was not at 
my heels; my imagination was ſo poſſeſſed by that 
fellow, that 1 took every tree or buſh I ſaw for Don 


| Rodrigo; and my heart continually throbbed with 


fear. I plucked up my courage, however, when I 
had travelled about a league, and continued at an 
eaſier pace, my journey towards Madrid, whither I 
mtended to go. I ſhould have quitted Valladolid 
without regret, had I not been — to part from 
Fabricius, my dear Pylades, to whom I could not fa 
much as bid adieu: but it gave me no mortification 
to renounce phyſic: on the contrary, I begged for- 
giveneſs of — for having exerciſed it at all; 
though I counted, with pleaſure, the money I had in 
my purſe, notwithſtanding it was the ſalary of my 
aſſaſſinations: in that reſpect, reſembling thoſe ladies 
of pleaſure, who reform their morals, but, never- 
theleſs, keep faſt hold of the wages of fin, My 
whole fortune amounted to about five ducats, in 
rials; on the ſtrength of which, I expected to reach 
Madrid, where I did not doubt of finding ſome good 


employment: beſides, I had a longing deſire to ſce 


that auguſt city, which had been extolled to me as 

the epitome of all the wonders of the world. : 
While I recollected every thing that I had heard 

in its praiſe, and enjoyed its pleaſures by anticipa- 
_ | | 639 uon, 
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tion, I heard the voice of a man behind me, ſinging 
at full ſtretch: he had a leathern wallet on his 
back, a guitarre , hanging about his neck, and a 
long ſword by his fide. He walked. ſo faſt, that 
he preſently overtook me. ng, one of the two 
journeymen barbers, with whom I had been impri- 
ſoned in the adventure of the ring, we knew one 
another immediately, though our dreſs was altered; 
and we were very much ſurprized at meeting ſo 
unexpectedly on the highway. I aſſured him that 
I was extremely glad to have him for a fellow- tra- 
veller, and he {ſeemed equally rejoiced at meeting 
with me. I told him my reaſon for quitting Valla- 
dolid ; and he repoſed the ſame confidence in me, 
by acquainting me that he had quarrelled with bis 
maſter, and they had bid each other eternal adieu. 
„ Tf 1 had been inclined, added he, to continue 
« any longer in Valladolid, I could have found 
% employment in half a dozen ſhops ; for, without 
* yanity, I venture to ſay that I can handle a razor, 
„ and curl a muſtachio, as well as any barber in 
« Spain: but I could no longer reſiſt the violent 
«* inclination I had to viſit the place of my nativity, 
« from which I have been abſent above ten years: 
« I am willing to breathe my own country air a 
little, and know the ſituation of my family, with 
% whom I hope to be in two days; for they live at 
« place called Olmedo, a town on, this fide of 
« Segovia.” n 
I reſolved to accompany this barber to his home, 
and from thence go to Segovia, in order to take the 
opportunity of ſome convenience to Madrid: we 
purſued our journey, and diſcourſed of indifferent 
ſubjects. He was a young fellow of ſome wit and 
humour; and after an hour's converſation, he aſked 
me how my ſtomach was diſpoſed: I anſwered, 
that he ſhould ſee at the firſt inn. Upon which he 
ſaid, * We had better make a pauſe in the mean 
| time: 
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time: I have ſomething for breakfaſt, in my 
« wallet; for when I travel, I always take care to 
carry proviſion with me: I never trouble my- 
* ſelf with cloaths, linen, and other uſeleſs bag- 
« page; I am for having nothing ſuperfluous; and 
on 7 therefore filled my — 5 with belly tim- 
'* ber, my razors and a waſh-ball.” I commended 
his prudence, and readily conſented to the pauſe fie 
- propoſed; for I was hungry, and was determined 
to make a good meal, which I could not but ex- 
pect, after what he had ſaid. We turned a little out 
df the high way, in order to fit upon the graſs, where 
my friend the barber took out his victuals, conſiſt- 
Ang of five or ſix onions, with a few cruſts of bread 
and cheeſe; but what he produced as the beſt fur- 
niture of his budget, was a little bottle full of what 
he called delicate wine. Though our diſhes were 
not very delicate, hunger, being very urgent with 
us both, gave them a pretty good reliſh ; and we 
_ emptied the bottle, which contained about two 
pints, of a ſort of wine that I cannot boaſt much 
of: after which, we got up, and proceeded on our 
journey with great good humour. The barber, 
who had been informed by Fabricius that I had 
met with ſome very remarkable adventures, deſired 
to hear them from my own mouth; a ſatisfaction I 
could not refuſe to a man who had regaled me ſo 
ſumptnouſly. When I had gratified his curioſity, 
I told him he could da no leſs, in return for my 
complaiſance, than recount the hiſtory of his own 
life. Oh! as for my hiſtory, cried he, it is 
<« hardly worth hearing, as it contains nothing but 
« common occurrences: nevertheleſs, added he, 
« ſince we have nothing elſe co do, you ſhall hear 
« it, ſuch as it is.” So ſayingz he related it nearly 
in the following word' A: 
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HA. vn. 
The fary of the journman barber, 


Erdinand Peres de la Fuenta, my grandfather, 
(IL chooſe to go pretty far back) after having 
en fifty years a barber in the town of Olmedo, 
died, leaving four ſons, the eldeſt of whom took 
poſſeſſion of his ſhop, and ſucceeded him in his pro- 
feſſion; Bertrand, the ſecond ſon, having an inclina- 
tion for trade, became a mercer; Thomas, who was 
the third, kept a ſchool; and the fourth, whoſe name 
was Pedro, feeling himſelf born for the belles lettres, 
fold a little lot of ground, which he had for his pa- 
trimony, and went to live at Madrid, where he 
hoped, in time, to diſtinguiſh himſelf by his wit and 
learning: his three brothers did not ſeparate, but 
ſettling at Olmedo, married the 22 of huſ- 
bandmen, who, in lieu of fortune, bro them 
_ abundance of children; breeding as if it had been 
for a wager. My mother, the barber's wife, brought 
4ix into the world, for her ſhare, in the firſt five years 
of her marriage, of which number I am one. My 
father taught me early to handle the razor, and 
when I arrived at the age of fifteen, put this wallet 
upon my ſhoulders, and girding me with a long ſword. 
ſaid, © Go, Diego, thou art now in a condition to 
$6 at a livelihood: go and fee the world: thou 
4 haſt occaſion for a little travelling, to poliſh, and 
make thee perfect in thy b + (Go, and re- 
turn not toOlmedo, before thou haſt made a tour 
* of Spain. Let me not even hear from thee until 
s this be performed.“ At theſe words, he em- 
braced me very affectionately, and turned me out 
of doors. 
e T: .. 
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In this manner my father took leave of me. But 
my mother, whoſe manners were not quite ſo rough 
ſeemed more affected at my departure: ſhe let fal 
ſome tears, and even ſlipt a ducat privately into my 
hand. Then I quitted Olmedo, and took the road 
to Segovia: I had not, however, walked above two 
hundred paces, when I ſtopt to examine my knap- 
ſack, being deſirous of ſeeing, what it contained, and 
of knowing preciſely the extent of my poſſeſſion. I 
found a caſe in which were two razors, fo much 
wore, that they ſeemed to have ſhaved two genera- 
tions; alſo a leather ſtrap to ſharpen them, and a 
lump of ſoap: beſides, there was a new canvals 
ſhirt, an old pair of my father's ſhoes, and, what 
afforded me more pleaſure than all the reſt, twenty 
rials wrapt in a linen rag. This was the whole of 
my fortune, by which you may conclude, that maſter 
Nicholas the barber relied greatly on my ſkill, fince 
he ſent me away ſo poorly provided. Nevertheleſs, 
the poſſeſſion of a ducat and twenty rials did not fail 
to charm a young fellow like me, who had never 
been maſter of any caſh before: I almoſt believed 
my funds were inexhauſtible, and, in a tranſport of 
joy, continued my journey, admiring, every mo- 
ment, the hilt of my ſword, which at every ſtep 
thumped againſt my hams, or got between my 
F eee e 
0 1 arrived at the village of Ataquines, in the even- 
ing, with a very keen appetite: I went to lodge at 
an inn, and, like a man of fortune, called for ſup- 
per, with an air of àuthority: the landlord having 
ſurveyed me ſome time, and ſeeing what fort of a 
cuſtomer he had got to deal with, ſaid, in a very 
obliging manner. Maſter, you ſhall be ſatisfied ; 
**.;you-thall' be treated like a prince.“ So ſaying, 
he ſhewed me into a little room ; where, in a quarter 
of an hour, they brought me a ragout made of -4 
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boar eat; which I eat as greedily as if it had been 
compoſed of a rabit or hare. This excellent diſh 
was accompanied with wine, which he ſaid was fo 
that the king himſelf could not drink better. 
notwithſtandihg this elogium, I perceived it was 
curſedly four ; but this did not hinder me from doing 
as much honour to it, as J had already done to the 

out: and, to compleat the treatment of a prince, 

] was conducted to a place better calculated for en- 
couraging watchfulneſs than ſleep ; being a truc- 
kle-bed ſo narrow and ſhort, that, little as 1 was, 
] had no room to lie in it with my legs extended; 
| beſides, inſtead of a mattraſs and feather-bed, it 
had only a wretched flock-bed, covered with a, 
double ſheet, which had ſerved at leaſt an hnndred 
different travellers, ſince the Jaſt waſhing. Never- 
theleſs, in ſuch a convenience, my ſtomach full 
of ragout, and that delicious wine which the 
landlord had recommended, thanks 'to my 
youth and conſtitution, I enjoyed a ſound ſleep, 
and ſpent the night without indigeſtion. 55 
The next day, after having breakfaſted and paid 
ſauce for my entertainment and lodging, 1 made 
but one ſtage to Segovia; and immediately on my 
arrival had the good fortune to be employed in a 
ſnop for my board and lodging: here, however, 1 
continued but ſix months; being ſeduced by a bro- 
ther journeyman of my acquaintance, who wanted 
to ſee Madrid; and with whom ] ſet out for that 
city, There | eaſily got a place on the ſame terms 
as at Segovia, in a well accuſtomed ſhop, * much 
frequented on account of the neighbourhood of the 
church of Santa Cruz, and the prince's theatre: 
my maſter, two journeymen, ws I, being ſcarce 
ſufficient to trim all our cuſtomers, who conſiſted 
of people of all ranks, and, among others, of play- 
ers and authors. One day, two perſons of the laſt 
mentioned profeſſion, N there together, began 
a EN to 
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to converſe about the poetry and poets of the time, 
and hearing them mention the name of my uncle, Lliſt- 
ened to their converſation with great attention. Don 
Juan de Zavaleta, ſaid one of them, is an author, 
in my opinion, beneath the public notice: a fri- 
« pid genious, a man without fancy: his laſt piece 
66 — wal his reputation.“ * And pray, ſaid 
* the other, has Lewis Velez de Guevara ever pro- 
&« duced a good work? Haſt thou ever ſeen any 
* thing more wretched than his performances?“ 
They named ſeveral poets whom I have forgot. I 
only remember that they ſpoke contemptuouſly of 
them all, except my uncle, of whom they made ho- 
nourable mention, agreeing that he was a lad of 
merit. “ Yes, ſaid one of them, Don Pedro de 
la Fuenta is indeed an excellent writer: his books 
contain a delicate railery/ mixed with erudition, 
„ which makes them agreeably ſatirical; and I am 
44 not at all ſurprized at his being eſteemed by the 
court and city, or at his being patronized and 
« penſioned by ſeveral men of quality.” He has 
< indeed, ſaid the other, enjoyed a pretty large in- 
„ come theſe many years; and as he lives with the 
« duke of Medina Celi, and conſequently cannot 
« ſpend much, he muſt be worth a conſiderable ſum 
« of money.“ | 75 
Il did not loſe a ſyllable of what the poets ſaid 
concerning my uncle, who, we had heard in the fa- 
mily, — noiſe in wg oo b 1. works, 97 
Pe travelling throu having told us 
E as — to let us hear from him, 
and; ſeemed quite detached from his relations, we, 
on our part, were as indifferent concerning him. 
True blood is, however, always guided by a cer- 
tain inſtinct: as ſoon as 1 heard that he was in good 
circumſtances, and knew where to find him, I was 
tempted to wait upon him: though one thing em- 
barraſſed me not à little; which was his * 
| 7 
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led Don Pedro by the authors. That Don gave 
me ſome uneaſineſs, and I was afraid he might be 
ſome other poet than my uncle. I was not, how- 
ever, reſtrained by this conſideration; but ſuppoſed 
he might have been enobled on accouut of his wit, 
and therefore reſolved to go and ſee him. For this 
, with my maſter's permiſſion, I dreſſed 
myſelf one morning, as well as I was able, and 
went out of the ſhop, not a little proud of being 
nephew to a man who had acquired ſuch reputation 
by his genius. As barbers are not the leaſt ſuſcep- 
tible vanity of any people in the world, I began. 
to conceive a high opinion of myſelf, and ſtrutti 
with an air of conſequence, enquired for the hou 
of the Duke de Medina Celi, where preſenting my-. 
ſelf at the gate, and ſaying | wanted to ſpeak with 
Pon Pedro de la Fuenta, the porter pointed with 
his finger to a little ſtair caſe, at the further end of 
a court, which he bid me aſcend, and knock at 
the firſt door on my right hand: I did ſo, and a 
ung man coming to the door, I aſked if Signior 
on Pedro de la F uenta lived there. Yes, ſaid 
he, but you cannot ſpeak to him at preſent.” «I 
'«« ſhould be very glad, replied I, to ſpeak with him; 
for I bring him news of his family.“ If you have: 
brought him news of the pope, ſaid he, I could not 
introduce you to his chamber juſt now; for he 
10 is compoling z and when that is the caſe we are. 
* not permitted to diſturb his imagination: he will 
not be viſible till noon ; ſo that you may go | 
take a turn, and come again about that time.” 
"I walked about the city the whole morning, 
thinking continually on the reception I ſhould meer 
with from my uncle, who, I imagined, would be 
rejoiced to ſee me.: I judged of his ſentiments by 
my own, and 228 myſelf for a very tender 
ſcene, returned to his lodgings with all diligence, 
at the hour appointed. ** You are come in the ve- 
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« ry nick of time, ſaid his valet, for my maſter is 
e juſt going out; ſtay here a minute and I will let 
* him know that you are come.” So ſaying, he left 
me in an outward room. He inſtantly returned, 
and conducted me into his maſter's chamber: his 
face had ſo much of our family air in it, that I was 
ſtruck with the refemblance, and could not help 
thinking it was my very unkle Thomas, ſo ſtrong- 
ly did they reſemble each other. Having ſaluted 
him with profound reſpect, I told him. I was 
the ſon of maſter Nicholas de la Fuenta, barber in 
Olmedo; that l had worked at my father's buſt- 
neſs three weeks at Madrid, in the capacity of a 
journeyman ; and that I intended to make the tour 
of Spain for my improvement. While I ſpoke, my 
uncle ſeemed to mule, conſidering perhaps whether 
he ſhould diſown me for his nephew, or get rid of 
me in a more dexterous manner, He choſe thelat- 
ter method, and, affecting a ſmile, ſaid; ** Well 
„ my friend, how fare thy father and uncles ? 
* Are they in good circumſtances ? Upon this, I 

an to deſcribe the plentiful propagation of our 
family ; I told him the names of al the children, 
male and female, and even comprehended their god- 
fathers and godmothers in the liſt, He did not 
ſeem to intereſt himſelf infinitely in my detail, but 
at length replied, Diego, I approve very much 
of thy reſolution to travel, in order to become per- 
fect in thy profeſſion ; and I adviſe thee to leave 
Madrid as ſoon as poſſible : it is a pernicious 
© place for youth, in which thou wilt be ruined, 
« child: it will be more for thy advantage to live 
jn ſome of the other cities of the kingdom, where 
* the morals of the people are not ſo much cor- 
« rypted. Go, added he, and when thou att rea- 
dy to ſet out, come to me again; I will give thee 
<* a piſtole ro help thee to make the tour of Spain.“ 
In ſaying theſe words, he puſhed me gently out = 
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his chamber, and ſent me about my bufineſs, I had 
not ſenſe enough to perceive that he only wanted 
to remove me to a great diſtance from him; but re- 
turning to our ſhop, gave my maſter an account of 
what had paſſed; who was as far from diſcoverin 
the intention of Signior Don Pedro as I was, and 
ſaid, „I differ in opinion from your uncle; inſtead 
* of adviſing you to travel, he ought rather, I 
« think, to 25 it your intereſt to remain in this 
e city; for being intimate with ſo many perſons 
* of quality, he can eaſily ſettle you in ſome great 
« family, and put you in a condition to make your 
fortune,” Struck with this remark, which flatter- 
ed my imagination, in two days I went back to m 
uncle, and propoſed that he ſhould uſe his inte 
to procure admiſſion for me into the family of ſome 
nobleman belonging to the court: Burt this pro- 
ſal was not in the leaſt agreeable to him: a man 
vf vanity like him, who had free accels to the great, 
and fat every day at their tables, could not brook 
his nephew's fitting with the ſervants, while he dined 
with their lords; in this caſe little Diego would 
have made Signior Don Pedro bluſh. He did not 
fail therefore, to refuſe my requeſt, and that not in the 
moſt civil manner. How! you little vagabond, 
* ſaid he with a furious look, wouldſt thou quit 
* thy profeſſion ? Go, I abandon thee to thoſe who 
have given thee ſuch pernicious counſel : get 
* out of my apartment, and never ſet foot in it 
* again; or I will cauſe thee to be chaſtiſed as thou 
$* deſerveſt.” I was greatly confounded at theſe 
words, and ſtill more at the tone in which they 


were delivered: I retired, with tears in my eyes, ve--__-- 


ry much affected at his harſh behaviour: but as F. 
was naturally briſk and haughty, I ſoon dried u 
my tears; my grief changed to indignation, and 
lved to take no further notice of this unkind 
relation, without whoſe aſſiſtance I had, hitherta, 
made ſhift go live. Being 
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Being now wholly bent on 2 talent, 
I applied to buſineſs, ſhaved all day — and in 
the evening learned to play on the guitarre by way 
of recreation. The maſter who inſtructed me to 
play on that inſtrument, was an old Signior Eſcu- 
dero *, whoſe beard I trimmed, and who taught 
me muſic, which he underſtood perfectly well, 
having been formerly choriſter in a cathedral. His 
name was Marcos de Obregon, a very ſagacious 
perſon, having a large ſtock of ſenſe, as well as ex- 
perience,. and loved me as well as if I had been his 
own child. He ſerved in the quality of uſher to 
a phyſician's lady who lived within thirty paces of 
our houſe, whither I uſed to go every evening when 
we had left off working; and ſitting together on the 
threſhold of the door, we uſed to make a little con- 
cert, not diſagreeable to the neighbours : I do not 
pretend to ſay that our voices were exquiſite, but 
while we thrummed upon the inſtrument, each of 
us in our turn, accompanied it with ſinging, and 
that was ſufficient to pleaſe our audience. 15 par- 
ticular we diverted Donna Mergellina, the Phyfi- 
cian's wite, who often came into the paſſage to hear 
us, and ſometimes made us repeat the airs that 
were moſt agreeable to her; her huſband had no 
objection to her enjoying this diverſion z for though 
he was a Spaniard, and already far advanced in 
he was not jealous : his profeſſion engroſſed 

im wholly, and as he returned fatigued from his 
patients in the evening, he retired to bed betimes, 
without being alarmedat his wife's attention to our 
concents: perhaps he did not think them capable 
of making dangerous impreſſions : . beſides, he 
imaginedd he had little or no cauſe to fear; for 
though Mergellina was both young and handſome, 
ſhe was, withal fo ſavagely virtuous, that ſhe could 
not ſo much as endure a man to look at her. He 
did not, thetefort, refuſe her a paſtime that ſeemed 
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To innocent and honourable, but permitted us to 
ſing as much as we pleaſed. 202 Beg 
One evening when I came to the phyſician's 
door, with an intention to play as uſual, | found 
the old ſquire expecting me, who taking me by the 
hand, ſaid he wanted to take a turn with me before 
we ſhould begin our concert; then leading me into 
a by· ſtreet, where he found he could converſe with 
freedom, * Son Diego, ſaid he with a melancholy 
<* air, I have ſomething particular to diſcloſe; I 
„ fear, my lad, that we ſhall both have reaſon to 
«© repent of amuſing ourſelves in the evening, with 
„concerts at my maſter's door. I have, doubt- 
eſs, a great friendſhip for you, and am very well 
* pleaſed with having taught you to ſing and play 
„upon the guitarre; but had | foreſeen the mis. 
fortune that threatens us, by heaven! I would 
have given you your leſſons in ſome other place!“ 
Frightened at this diſcourſe, I begged the uſher to 
be more explicit, and tell me what we had to tear, 
for I was not a man that could brave danger; nor 
had I, as yet, made the tour of Spain. I will, ſaid 
+ he, relate to you what is neceſſary to be known, 
that you may comprehend the jeopardy in whic 
** We are, , 
+ When I entered, continued he, into the ſer- 
vice of the phyſician, which is about a year ago, 
* he ſaid to me one morning, after having brought 
* me into the preſence of his wife, Marcos, be- 
* hold your miſtreſs : this is the lady whom you 
are every where to attend.” I admired Donna 
* Mergellina, I thought her wonderful pretty, a 
perfect Venus, and was particularly charmed 
** with the agreeable air that diffuſed itlelf through 
her whole mien: © Sir, faid I to the phyſician, 
* 1 am too happy in being permitted to ſerve ſo 
charming a lady.” Mergellina, diſguſted at my 
anſwer, ſaid in a paſſion, © A pretty fellow indeed! 
er. I. 9 methinks 
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„ methinks you take a great deal of liberty. I 
„ want none of your compliments, Mr. Imperti- 
** nence.” Such expreſſions as theſe, from a mouth 
** ſo agreeable, ſurpriſed me very much; I could 
not reconcile this vulgar and inſolent manner of 
«*« ſpeaking with the gentle and delicate appearance 
of my miſtreſs : but her huſband, who was uſed 
to it, rejoiced at his having a wife of ſuch a rare 
character, told me that his ſpouſe was a prodigy 
% of virtue; and perceiving that ſhe put on her 
** veil, and prepared to go to maſs, bade me con- 
duct her to church. We were no ſooner in the 
* ſtreet,” than we met, as might reaſonably be ex- 
** pected, ſeveral gentlemen, who, ſtruck with the 
fine air of Donna Mergellina, paid her many 
compliments, en paſſant. She replied to them; 
** but you cannot imagine how filly and ridiculous 
her anſwers were. Every one was aſtoniſhed, 
and could not conceive that there was a woman 
in the world who could be diſpleaſed with praiſe. 
« « Madam, ſaid 1 to her, take no notice of what 
is ſaid to you; it is better to keep ſilence, than 
to expreſs yourſelf in anger. No, no, an- 
„ {werec| ſhe, I will let theſe inſolent fellows know 
«© that] am not to be treated with diſreſpect.“ In 
* ſhort, ſo much impertinence eſcaped her, that I 
could not help telling her my ſentiments, at the 
% hazard of her diſpleature. I repreſented to her, 
* with as much delicacy as I could, that ſhe per- 
verted nature, and ſpoiled a thouſand excellent 
qualities by her ſavage diſpoſition; that a wo- 
man of politeneſs and good nature might inſpire 
love without the aid of beauty; whereas, the 
_ ** handſomeſt perſon in the world, without gentle- 

* nels and good breeding, would become an object 
* of contempt. . I ſtrengthened theſe arguments 
with many more of a ſimilar kind, calculated 
« for the retormation of her manners. After hav- 
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« ing; moralized a good deal, I was afraid my free · 
dom would enrage my miſtreſs, and — upon 
« me ſome ſevere repartee: ſhe did not, however, 
<« rebel againſt my remonſtrance, but contented 
« herſelf with diſregarding it, as well as the reſt of 
« — — that I was ROY fooliſh ty 
«to r. | 
* Ac length I forbore to remind ler of ber faults; 
« and abandoned her to the ferocity of her nature. 
«+ Notwithſtanding which, would you believe it? 
« this ferocious diſpoſition, this haughty woman; 
has within theſe two months, entirely 
her conduct; ſhe is complaiſant to every 
« dy, and her behaviour is moſt agreeable; the i is 
not the ſame Mergellina who gave ſuch filly an- 
« ſwers to thoſe gentlemen who ſaid obliging things 
eto her; her ears are open to praiſes ſhe loves to 
60 be called handſome, and to be told that a man 
«cantiot look upon her with impunity: flattery 
« Is now as le to her as to any other wo- 
« man; the change is ſcarce credible: and, hat 
« vill aſtoniſn you ſtill more, you are the author 
« of fo a miracle] Yes, my dear Diego, con- 
« tinued the uſher, you have thus metamorphoſed 
Donna Mergellina, and converted — — 
into a lamb. In a word, you have attr her 
* notice: I have perceived it more than once, and 
„I have no knowledge in the ſex, if ſhe has not 
« conceived a moſt violent paſſion for you. This 
my child, is the terrible piece of news I had to 
« dilcloſe, and the troubleſome lanes in which 
« e are.“ 
* Þ cannot ſve, ſaid I, that we wh ſo much 
« reaſon to be afflicted at this affair, or that it is 
a misfortune for me to be beloved by a hand- 
* fome lady.” Ah, Diego! replied he, you ar- 
* gue like a young man: you look only at the 
* ** perceivi = hook; you — 
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only the pleaſure, but I foreſee the dif; ble 
*5: conſequences. All will be diſcovered in the end. 
Af you continue to come and ſing at our door, 
you will inflame the paſſion of Mergellina, who, 


perhaps, loſing all reſtraint, will betray her weak- 


i neſs before her huſband doctor Oloroſo; and 
though he is ſa. complaiſant at preſent, becauſe 
< he believes he has no — jealous, will 
e become furious, revenge himſelf upon her, and, 
in all probability, mts both you and I expe- 
*-.rience the effects of his rage.“ Why, truly, 
* Signior Marcos, replied: I, your reaſons are con- 
vincing, and ſubmit myſelf wholly to your ad- 
vide: direct me, therefore, how to behave, in 
order to prevent miſchief.” „We have nothing 
to do, ſaid he, but to give over our concert: you 


“ muſt not appear any more before my miſtreſs; 


and when|you are no longer ſeen; ſhe will re- 
$. trieve her tranquility. Stay at your maſter's 
« houſe, Whither 1 will come, and there we can 
play upon the guitarre without danger.“ With 
all my heart, ſaid I, and I promiſe never to ſet 
«foot within your door again.“ I reſolved, in 
—— earneſt, not to ſing any more at the phyſician's 
door, and, for the future, ta keep myſelf cloſe in 
—— ſhop, ſince I was become ſo dangerqus to be- 
In the mean time, honeſt Marcos, with all his 


prudence, perceived, in a very few days, the means 


had contrived to extinguiſh the flame of Donna 
Mergellina, produced a contrary effect. The lady, 
not having heard me ſing for two nights ſucceſſive- 
ly, aſked him, why we had diſcontinued our con- 
cert, and for what reaſon J had diſappeared? He 
told her, I was ſo buſy, that l had not a moment 
to beſtow on my pleaſures, She ſeemed well ſatis- 
fied with this excuſe, and for three days more ſup- 
ported my abſence with ſome degree of forage 
4 0d | -4 Se 
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but at the end of that time, the poor gentlewoman 
loſt all patience, and ſaid to her ſquire, . Tou de- 
«+. ceive me, Marcos; Diego muſt have ſome other 
. reaſon for not coming hither: there is ſome | 
« tery in it, which I muſt have explained: ſpeak 
* therefore, I command you, and acquaint me with 
+ the real cauſe. Madam, anſwered he, (making 
« uſe of another expedient) fince you inſiſt upon 
(6 — truth, I muſt tell you, that he ge- 
« nerally found ſupper over, when he went home, 
after our concert; and he does not chuſe to run 
the riſk of going to bed with an empty ſtomach.” 
% How with an empty ſtomach ? (eried ſhe, with 
e countenance expreſſive of vexation) why had 
not you informed me of this ſooner? Go to bed 
% ſupperleſs ! poor fellow! Go to him inſtantly, 
0 and bring him hither this evening. He ſhall not 
„ go home ſupperleſs: there : ſhall always be a 
plate of ſomething reſerved for him.” | 
What dal hear? ſaid the uſher, (affecting ſur- 
* priſe at her diſcourſe) Heavens, what a change! 
« Is it you, madam, that talk in this manner? 
+ How long have you been thus gentle and com- 
„ paſſionate?” „How long! replied ſhe haſtily, 
„ fince your abode. in this houſe ; or rather ſince 
F pu condemned my diſdainful behaviour, and 
„ laboured. to ſoften the haughtineſs of my car- 
„ Triage. But alas! added ſhe, in a melting ſtrain, 
* I have paſſed from one extremity to another! 
from being imperious and inſenſible, I am be- 
come to0-10ft and tender | I eſteem your young 
friend Diego, in ſpite of all my efforts to the 
** contrary; and his ablence, inſtead of weakening, 
adds new vigour to my affection!“ * Ts it poſ- 
e ſible, ſaid the old man, that a youth who is nei- 
„ther handſome nor genteel, ſhould be the object 
* of ſo violent a paſſion? 1 would forgive your 
attachment, had it been inſpired by ſome gen- 

| | tleman 
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* tleman of ſhining accompliſhments,” * Ah, 
Marcos! ſaid Mergellina, I do not in that . 
< ticular reſemble the reſt of my ſex . - or r 
«© notwithſtanding your long experience, you — 
but little acquainted with women, if you think 
tei that merit always determines their choice. If I 
% may be allowed to . by myſelf, deliberation 
« has no-ſhare in their engagements ; love is a diſ- 
« order of the mind, by which we are involuntarily 
driven and * to as object it is a diſtem- 
<« per which ſeizes us like the madneſs of animals: 
«« ceaſe therefore to repreſent Diego as unworthy of 
my tenderneſs : let it ſuffice that I love him fo 
«« well as to find a thouſand good qualities in him, 
«« which eſcape your notice, and, perhaps; exiſt on- 
« ly in my imagination. It is in vain for you to 
„tell me, that neither his features nor his figure 
0 deſerve the leaſt attention. He appears to me 
eto be born to captivate, and more beautiful than 
*« the day! beſides, he has a ſweetneſs of voice that 
« charms me, and, in my opinion, plays on the 
« guitarre with a grace peculiar to himfelf.”--- 
1 But, madam, replied Marcos, do you confidet 
% who tliis Diego is ? the meanneſs of his condi- 
« tion?” Mine is not much ſuperior to his, ſaid 
« ſhe, and if I was even a woman of quality, T ſhould 
4 ſtill be of the ſame opinion.“ | 

The reſult of this converſation was, that the uſher 
thinking he ſhould make little progreſs with his re- 
monſtrances againſt her opinion, ceaſed to oppoſe 
the infatuation of his miſtreſs; as an expert pilot 
yields to the ſtorm that drives him from che port 
in view. He did more for the ſatisfaction of his 
patronels for coming to me, he took me aſide, 
and having mentioned what paſſed between her and 
him; „Nou ſee, Diego, added he, that we cannot 
help continuing our concert at Mergellina's door. 
* There 1 is a neceſſity, * triend, for that lady's 

| 5 . ͤ 
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« ſeeing” you again; otherwiſe ſhe will be guilty of 
« ſome folly, that may do infinite prejudice to her 
« reputation.” Not being hard-hearted, I told 
Marcos, that I would 1n the evening repair to the 
place of affignation, with my guitarre, and that he 
might carry this agreeable piece of news to his mil- 
treſs. In this he did not fail; and that paſſionate 
inamorata was tranſported with joy to underſtand 
that ſhe ſhould have the pleaſure of ſeeing and 
hearing me that very evening. | | 

A diſagreeable accident, however, had nearly 
fruſtrated ' her expectation. For I could not leave 
the ſhop before night, which, like my deeds, was 
extremely dark: as l groped along the ſtreet, and 
had got about half way to the place of rendezvous, 
I was crowned, from a window, with the contents 
of a perfuming- pan, that did not at all delight my 
ſenſe of ſmelling ; though I may ſafely ſay, I loſt 
none of it, fo commodiouſly was I ſituated to re- 
ceive it, In this condition, J knew not what courſe 
to take. Had | returned home, I ſhould have af- 
torded a very diverting ſcene to my comrades, and 
expoſed myſelf to a thouſand unſavoury jeſts ; and 
I was ſhocked at the thought of going in this ſweet 
pickle to Mergellina : at length, however, I reſolv- 
ed upon the latter, and going to the phyſician's 
houſe, found the old ſquire waiting for me at the 
door. When he told me that doctor Oloroſo being 
Juſt retired to bed, we might freely divert ourſelves; 
1 anſwered, that it was neceſſary I ſhould firſt clean 
my cloaths; and then related my misfortune : he 
ſympathized with me, and conducted me into a 
hall where his miſtreſs was, who no ſooner heard of 
my adventure, and ſaw my condition, than ſhe 
grieved for me as much as if I had met with the 
greateſt calamity ; and beſtowed a thouſand curſes 
on the author of it. But, madam, ſaid Marcos, 
moderate your rage; and conſider that this event 

| being 
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* being the pure effect of chance, ought not be ſz 
deeply reſented.” © Why ſhould not 1, replied 
« ſhe, — reſent the injury that has been done 
* to this poor little lamb, this harmleſs dove, who 
does not even complain of the outrage he has re. 
„ ceived? O that I was a man this moment to re- 

« venge it!!“ wa! irt 1-16: 
She ſaid a thouſand. other things which denoted 
the excels of her paſſion, and equally diſplayed it 
by her actions; for while Marcos was buſied in 
wiping me with a towel, ſhe ran to her chamber 
and brought a box full of all ſorts of perfumes ; 
ſhe burnt odoriferous drugs, to ſweeten my cloaths 
with the ſcent of them; after winch ſhe ſprinkled 
me all over with eſſences. The fumigation and 
aſperſion performed, this charitable lady went her- 
ſelf into the kitchen for ſome bread, wine, and ſlices 
ot roaſted mutton which ſhe: had ſet apart for my 
entertainment: ſhe obhged me to eat, and took 
Pleaſure in ſerving me, ſometimes by cutting my 
victuals, and ſometimes by pouring out wine; in 
ſpite of all that Marcos and | could ſay to diſſuade 
her from ſuch condeſcention. When. 1 had ſupped, 
we gentlemen of the band began to tune our voices 
to our guitarres, and performed a concert that de- 
lighted Mergeliina, We, indeed, attempted to ſing 
you airs, the words of which flattered her paſſion 
it muſt be obſerved, that while I ſung, I fre- 
ä only ogled her with the corner of my eye, in 
- ſuch a manner, as fanned the coals of love; tor J 
began to be pleaſed with the game. Although the 
Concert laſted a conſiderable time, I was not in the 
leaſt weary; and as for the lady, to whom the hours 
ſermed minutes, ſhe would willingly have ſpent the 
night in hearing us; had not the old uſher, to whom 
the minutes ſeemed hours, put her in mind of 1.5 
being late. This ſhe gave him the trouble to re- 
| peat halt a ſcore times; but ſhe had to do with 
| one 


dne who was indefatigable on that ſubject, and who 
would not let her reſt, until I was gone. Being wiſe 
and prudent, and ſeeing his miſtreſs abandoned to 
a fooliſh paſſion, he was afraid of ſome croſs acci- 
dent; and his fears were but too juſtly founded: 
for the doctor, either ſuſpecting ſome ſecret intrigue, 
or agitated by the demon of jealouſy, who never 
troubled him before, took it in his head to find 
fault with our concerts, which he forbad in a pe- 
remptory manner; and, without giving any reaſon - 
tor his diſguſt, declared that for the future, he 
would not ſuffer any ſtrangers to come within his 
doors. | | 
Marcos acquainted me with this declaration, 
which was particularly intended for me, and at 
which I was greatly mortified ; for I had conceived 
hopes I was ſorry to forego. Nevertheleſs, that | may 
act the faithful hiſtorian, I will confeſs that I bore. 
my misfortune with patience. This was not the 
caſe with Mergellina : her heart was more inflamed 
than ever. My dear Marcos! ſaid the to her 
* uſher, it is from you alone that I expect aſſiſt 
* ance: {contrive ſome method, I beg of you, 
„to bring Diego and me together in private.” 
* What do you aſk | cried the old man in a rage, 
© I have been already but too complaiſant, and 
will not undertake, by gratifying your fooliſh 
e paſſion, to diſhonour my maſter, ruin your re- 
% putation, and intail infamy upon mylelf. I, 
* who have always maintained the character of an 
&« 1rreproachable domeſtic | 1 will rather quit your 
% family than ſerve you in ſuch a ſhameful man- 
* ner.” „Ah, Marcos! (cried the lady, inter- 
{© rupting him, and terrified at his laſt wotds) you 
« plerce my very heart, when you talk of. leaving 
* me! Cruel man! What would you forſake me 
* now, after having reduced me to this condition 
+ Give me back my former pride, and that ſavage 
Vor. I. ö X diſpo- 
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'* diſpoſition which you have deprived me of 
Why do I not ſtill poſſeſs theſe happy blemiſhes ? 
I ſhould then have preſerved my tranquility : 
* whereas, your indiſcreet remonſtrances have rob- 
& bed me of the repoſe which I enjoyed ! You have 
« corrupted my morals, by endeavouring to cor- 
rect them. But what do I ſay, added ſhe, weep- 
ing, wretch that I am ! why do I reproach you 
„ unjuſtly! No, my father, you are not the author 
of my misfortune; it is cruel fate alone that has 
brought me into this dilemma! Do not therefore 
r take notice, I conjure you, of the unguarded ex- 
« preſſions that eſcaped me ! Alas ! my paſſion diſ- 
orders my underſtanding ! Have pity on my 
« weakneſs ; you are my, only conſolation ; and, if 
you have any regard for my life, do- not refule 

me your aſſiſtance.“ | f 
At theſe words, her tears inereaſing in ſuch a 
manner that the could not proceed, ſhe covered her 
face with her handkerchief, and threw herſelf upon 
a chair, like a perſon ſinking under affliftion. Old 
Marcos, who was perhaps the honeſteſt fellow of an 
uſher that ever lived, could not reſiſt ſo moving a 
fight; he was indeed ſo much affected, that he even 
mingled his tears with thoſs of his miſtreſs, and ſaid, 
with an air of concern, Ah, madam, how be- 
„ witching are your tears! I am not proof againſt 
* your forrow ! My virtue is vanquiſhed, and I 
* promiſe you my aſſiſtance. I am no longer ſur- 
ptiſed that love has been able to make you forget 
« your duty; when pity only has ſevered me from 
% mine.” e the uſher, in ſpite of his 
irreproachable conduct, devoted himſelf very obli- 
gingly co the paſſion of Mergellina. He came one 
morning to inform me of what had happened, and 
told me at parting, that he had already concerted. a 
lan for procuring me a ſecret interview with the 
lady. This re- animated my hope; but in leſs than 
» f two 
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two hours after, I received a piece of very diſagree- 
able news. A journeyman apothecary in the neigh- 
bourhood, one of our cuſtomers, came in to be 
ſhaved, and while I prepared. the lather, ſaid, Sig- 
„ nior Diego, what is the matter with your old 
„friend, the ſquire, Marcos de Obregon ! Do you. 
„know that he is going to leave doctor Oloroſo ?” 
Upon my anſwering in the negative, he reſumed, 
« It is certainly true: he is to be diſmiſſed this 
« very day: I heard his maſter and mine talking 
« on that ſubject, a little while ago; and to the be 
« of my remembrance, their converſation was thus; 
« « Signior Apuntador, ſaid the phyſician, | have a 
4 favour to aſk: being diſſatisfied with the conduct 
„ of an old uſher who has ſerved me ſome time, I 
« intend to put my wife under the direction of a 
« faithful, ſevere, and vigilant duenna.” un- 
derſtand you, ſaid my maſter, you want Dame 
% Melancia, who was my wite's governante, and 
« has continued in the family thele fix weeks that 
] have been a widower : though ſhe is very uſe. 
„ ful to me in bouſekeeping, I reſign her to you, - 
on account of my concern for the preſervation of 
« your honour. You may be aſſured ſhe will not 
« {uffer any thing to grow upon your forehead : ſhe 
is a jewel of a duenna *, and a very dragon to 
guard the chaſtity of the female ſex: during the 
« whole term of twelve years that ſhe was as. my 
« wife, who, you know, was both young and beau- 
<« tiful; I never ſaw ſo much as the ſhadow of a 
« gallant in my houſe. No, thank heaven! it was 
« no place for them to play their pranks in, and let 
« me tell you, the deceaſed + beginning, had 
«* a ſtrong propenlity to coquetry : but Dame Me- 
lancia ſoon reclaimed her, and inſpired her with 
* Duennas are females of approved fidelity, to whoſe care 
the Spaniards commit the chaſtity of their wives and daugh- 
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« a taſte fox virtue. In a word, ſhe is a treaſure, 
„ and you will thank me more than once for mak- 
* ing you ſo valuable a preſent.” The doctor was 
rejoiced at this encomium, and Siggior Apuntador 
and he are agreed, that the duenna ſhall this very 
day ſupply the place of the old uſher. 

This piece of news, which I believed to be true, 
and which afterwards proved fo, diſturbed the ideas 
of pleafure with which I had begun again to flatter 
myſelf; and Marcos, in the afternoon, confounded 
them effectually, by confirming the report of the 
Journeyman apothecary. My dear Diego, ſaid 
the honeſt uſher, I am rejoiced that doctor Olo- 
& roſd has diſmiſſed me from his houſe. It will 
« ſave me an infinite deal of trouble: for I not 
only found myſelf engaged in a bad employ- 
ment; but likewiſe under a neceſſity of contriv- 
ing tricks and ſtratagems to bring Mergellina 
© and you together in private. What an embar- 
« rafling ſituation was | in! Thank heaven, I am 
* now treed from thoſe troubleſome cares, and the 
“ dangers that attend them! For your part, my 
„ fon, you ought to conſole yourſelf for the loſs of 
a few pleaſant moments, which would perhaps 
have been followed by a thouſand vexations.” 
T reliſhed the reflection of Marcos, becauſe I no 
longer had any hopes; and gave up all thoughts 
of rhe affair. I conteſs, | was not one of thoſe ob- 
ſtinate lovers who are animated by the obſtacles in 
their way; and it | had, Dame Melancia was enough 
to make me give up my purſuit : for the character 
I had heard of that duenna ſeemed capable of driv- 
ing any gallant to . But though ſhe had been 

ainted to me in the fineſt colours, I learned two or 
Free days after, that the doctor's wife had either 
Julled this Argus, or corrupted her fidelity. Go) 
out to ſtave one of our neighbours, a decent old 

Moman ſtopped me in the ſtreet, and aſked if my name 
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was not Diego de la Fuenta: when I anſwered, Yes. 
« Well, thea, ſaid ſhe, you are the perſon I want. 
„Come this very night to Donna Mergellina's 
« door, and make ſome ſignal by which you may 
e be known and admitted into the houſe.” Very 
« yell, ſaid I, but we mult firſt agree upon the ſig- 
nal. I can mimick a cat admirably, and will 
« mew ſeveral times.“ „ That will do, replied 
« this female Mercury, I will report your anſwer. 
© Your ſervant, Signior Diego. Heaven bleſs you. 
« What a pretty fellow you are! By St. Agnes, 
« | wiſh I was but fifteen for your ſake, 1 would 
© not endeavour to engage you for others.” S0 
ſaying, the officious beldame went away. 
You may ſuppoſe I was violently agitated by this 
meſſage. Adieu the reflection of Marcos ! I ex- 
Red night with the utmoſt impatience, and when 
thought doctor Oloroſo might be aſleep, went to 
her door, where I mewed ſo loud as to be heard at 
a conſiderable diſtance, and did great honour to the 
maſter who taught me ſuch a polite art. In a mo- 
ment, Mergellina herſelf opened the door ſoftly to 
let me in, and ſhut it again in the ſame manner. We 
went together into the hall where our laſt concert 
was held, and which was lighted by a ſmall lamp 
that faintly glimmered in the chimney : we ſat down 
by the ſide of each other, for the benefit of con- 
verſing more at our eaſe; and were both very much 
affected: with this difference, however, that plta- 
ture alone was the occaſion of her emotion; while 
mine partook of a ſmall portion of fear. My princeſs 
in vain aſſured me, that we had nothing to dread 
on account of her huſband: I was ſeized with a fit 
of ſhivering that greatly interrupted my joy. Ma- 
* dam, ſaid I, how have you been able to deceive 
the vigilance of your governante ? After what I 
* had heard of Dame Melancia, I did not think it 
poſſible for you to find means even to 2 
. 65 
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hear from you, much leſs to give me a perſonal 
interview.“ Donna Mergellina, ſmiling at my 
diſcourſe, anſwered, <* You will ceaſe to be ſur- 
priſed at this night's interview, after I have told 
you what paſſed between my duenna and me. 
* When the came firſt into the family, my huſband 
% loaded her with civilities, and ſaid to me, . Mer- 
* gellina,.I commit you to the conduct of this diſ- 
«+ creet gentlewoman, who is a ſummary of all the 
virtues: ſhe is a mirror which- you muſt always 
have before your eyes, for your improvement in 
* wiſdom : this admirable perſon governed the 
« wife of an apothecary, a friend of mine, twelve 
years; and that in ſuch an uncommon manner, 
* that ſhe became a kind of ſaint, under her in- 
« ſtruttion.” | 2 2 | 
* This encominm, which the ſevere look of Dame 
8 c Melancia ſeemed to confirm, colt me a flood of 
* tears, and threw me into deſpair. I repreſented 

4 to myſelf the lectures I muſt hearken to from 
morning to night, and the rebukes'l muſt every 
day ſubmit to. In ſhort, I expected to be the 
c moſt unhappy woman in the world: and think- 
«ing it [needleſs to be on the reſerve, .in ſuch a 
* cruel ſtate of expectation, I ſaid to my duenna, 
* with a reſolute air, (as, ſoon as I was with her 
alone) * You are, doubtleſs, preparing variety 
* of ſufferings for me; but I think 1t neceſſary to 
inform you, that. | have not a great deal of pa- 
« tience; and that I will endeavour to give you as 

«© many mortificatiohs as I can: I acknowledge to 
you that my heart entertains a paſſion which all 
* your remonſtrances {hall not. impair z, you may 
« therefore take your meaſures accordingly, and 
e redouble your vigilance; for I declare to you I 
„vill ſpare nothing to deceive it.” At theſe words 
the grim- faced duenna, (who I imagined was go- 
ing to give me a ſample of her office) cleared up 


her 
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her auſtere countenance, and ſaid with a ſmile, 


'£ 


cc 
<c 
cc 


cc 


Your diſpoſition charms me, and your frank- 


neſs encourages mine; I ſee we are deſigned for 
each other: Ah, my fair Mergellina! how little 
are you acquainted with me when you judge by 


the character your huſband the doctor gives me, 


or by this ſour aſpe& which I aſſume? I am ſo 
far from being an enemy to pleaſure, that my ſole 


motive for hiring myſelt as the miniſter of jealous 
huſbands, is, that I may the more effectually ſerve 


their beautiful wives. I have long poſſeſſed the 


great myſtery of diſguiſing myſelf; and I may 


call myſelf doubly happy, becauſe I enjoy, at the 


« ſame time, the convenience of ſin and the repu- 


cc 
-6c 
«c 
«c 


tation of virtue. Between you and IJ, this is the 
kind of virtue that is generally practiſed in the 


world: virtue itſelf is too difficult to be acquired; 
and people are now ſatisfied with poſſeſſing the 


4 appearance of it.“ 


40 


«6 


p 


cc 


Submit your conduct to my direction, added 
the governante, and I warrant you, we will ſoon 


deceive old doctor Oloroſo, who, by my faith, 
ſhall ſoon ſhare the fate of Signior Apuntador. 


Indeed, I fee no reaſon why the forehead of a 
phyſician ſhould be more reſpected than that of 


an apothecary. Poor Apuntador ! how many 


tricks have his wife and I played him! She was 


a lovely creature! a good-natured creature, heaven 
reſt her ſoul! I can aſſure you, ſhe made a good 
uſe of her youth; ſhe had abundance of admirers, 
whom I introduced to the houſe without ever be- 


ing diſcovered by her huſband: look upon me - 


therefore, madam, with a more favourable eye, 
and be perſuaded, that whatever talent the old 
ſquire might poſſeſs for your ſervice, you will loſe 
nothing by the change; and perhaps you will 
find me ſtill more uſeful chan he was.” 
We « I leave 


\ 
* 
- 
* 
* 
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] leave you to judge, Diego, continued Mer- 
« gellina, how much I thought myſelf obliged to 
the duenna, for this ingenuous declaration: I 
« looked upon her as a perſon of the moſt rigid 
« virtue; ſo liable are we to be deceived in women, 
« Her ſincerity won my heart in a moment; I em- 
& braced her in a tranſport of joy, that convinced 
her how greatly I was delighted, in having her 
© for a governante : I afterwards freely imparted 
« my ſentiments to her, and requeſted that ſhe 
„% would, as ſoon as poſſible, contrive a private 
meeting with you; which ſhe has not failed to 
« procure. This very morning ſhe engaged that 
old woman who ſpoke to you, and who is an 
agent whom ſhe often employed for the apothe- 
« cary's wife. But the pleaſanteſt part of this ad- 
<« venture, added ſhe laughing, is that Melancia, 
« underſtanding from me that my huſband com- 
« monly ſleeps very ſound, has gone to bed to him, 
« and this very minute ſupphes my place.” © So 
& much the worſe, madam, ſaid I; I cannot ap- 
4 plaud her for this invention: your huſband may 
e happen to wake, and perceive the cheat.” He 
e cannot perceive it, antwered ſhe, with ſome pre- 
«« cipitation ; do not be uneaſy on that ſcore; nor 
* let a groundleſs panic poiſon the delight you 


« ought to enjoy with a young lady who has a re- 
* gard for you.” | 


The old doctor's lady, obſerving that I was ſtill 


diſmayed, notwithſtanding her affurance, did every 


thing in her power to encourage me, and practiſed 
fo many different endeavours tor that purpoſe, that 
ſhe at laſt ſucceeded, and I reſolved to embrace the 
opportunity; but juſt as Cupid, attended by the 


{ports and ſmiles, was about to crown my happi- 


nels, we were aſtoniſhed by a loud knock at the 


ſtreet-door. Immediately love and his train took 


wing, like a flock of fearful birds, diſperſed by a 


ſudden 
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ſudden noiſe !—Mergellina hid me in a hurry un- 
der a table in the hall; then blowing out the lamp, 
as it had been agreed upon between her governante 
and her, in caſe any. croſs accident ſhould happen, 
ſhe went to the chamber where her huſband was a- 
bed. In the mean time the whole houſe rung with 
the repeated knocks that were thundered at the 
door; and the doctor, ſtarting out of his ſleep, 
called Melancia;—The'duenna jumped out of bed, 
(although the doctor, who miſtook her for his wife, 
bid her lie ſtill) and joined her miſtreſs in the dark, 
who, feeling her, called Melancia alfo, and bid her 
go and ſee who knocked at the door: Madam, 
e anſwered the governante, I am here. Go to bed 
«* again, if you pleaſe, and 1 will go and ſee what 
« 1s the matter,” In the mean time Mergellina, 
having undreſſed, ſlipt into bed to the doctor, who 
had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the trick. It is true, 
indeed, that this ſcene was performed in the dark 
by two actreſſes, on of whom was inimitable in her 
way, and the other was no bad proficient. 

The duenna, wrapt in a robe de chambre, ap- 
peared ſoon after with a candle in her hand, and 
ſaid to her maſter, © Signior doctor, be ſo good as 
to riſe: the bookſeller, Fernandez de Buendia, 
our neighbour, has fallen into an apoplexy; 
* and you are deſired to haſten to his aſſiſtance.“ 
The phyſician dreſſed himſelf with the greateſt ex- 
pedition, and went away; his wife, in a looſe gown 
came along with the duenna into the hall where 
was, and drawing me from under the table, more 
dead than alive, You have nothing to fear, Diego, 
« ſaid ſhe, take courage.” Then, in a few words, 
ſhe told me what had happened, and wanted to re- 
new the converſation which had been interrupted ; 
but this the governante oppoſed. © Madam, taid 
* ſhe, perhaps your huſband will find the book- 
« {eller dead, and return immediately. Beſides, 

„ T « added 
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added ſhe, (perceiving me benumbed with fear) 
* what would you have the poor lad do? He is in 
no condition to maintain the conference: indeed 
„you had better defer it till to-morrow.” Donna 
Mergellina conſented to this propoſal, but not with- 
out regret; ſo well did ſhe love the preſent time: 
and I believe ſhe was greatly chagrined, that ſhe 
could not then beſtow upon the doctor the new cap 
that ſhe had deſtined for him. a0. 
For my own part, leſs ſorry for having been diſ- 
appointed of love's moſt precious favours, than 
f ad to be out of danger, I returned to my maſter's 
ouſe, where I ſpent the remainder of the night in 
reflecting upon my adventure,----I heſitated ſome 
time about going to the place of rendezvous the 
night 2m ah. having as bad an opinion of this 
enterprize as of the firſt ; but the devil, who always 
beſets us, or rather, on ſuch occaſions, takes poſſeſ- 
ſion of our faculties, ſuggeſted that I ſhould be a 
great booby to ſtop ſhort in the middle of ſuch a 
delightful journey. He repreſented to my imagi- 
nation Mergellina adorned with new charms, and 
heightened the value of the pleaſures that awaited 
me: I reſolved therefore to purſue my point, and 
flattering myſelf with the hope of ' behaving with 
more reſolution than before, 1 repaired in this diſ- 
poſition to the doctor's door, between eleven and 
twelve the next night, which was ſo extremely dark 
that not one ſtar appeared in the firinament. I 
mewed two or three times, to give notice that I was 
in the ſtreet ; and nobody coming to open the door, 
I not only repeated the anal, but alſo mimicked 
- all the different cries of a cat, which a ſhepherd of 
Olmedo had taught me; and acquitted myſelf ſo 
well, that a neighbour going home, and miſtaking 
me for one of thoſe animals whoſe notes I imitated, 
took up a flint ſtone he found at his feet, and 
threw it at me with his whole ſtrength, faying, 
, 4 o 
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« Curſe on the caterwauler !” I received the blow 
upon my head, which ſtunned me ſo much that I 
had almoſt tumbled backwards. I perceived my- 
ſelf wounded ; a circumſtance ſufficient to give me 
a diſguſt to gallantry ; and loſing my love with my 
blood, I returned home, where I alarmed and raiſed 
the whole family. My maſter examined and dreſſed 
my wound, which he thought dangerous ; it was 
attended, however, with no bad conſequence, and 
in three weeks afterwards it was cured. Duri 
all that time I heard nothing of Mergellina; and, 
it is probable, that Dame Melancia, in order to de- 
tach her from me, introduced her to ſome better ac- 

uaintance. But that gave me no concern; for as 
oon as | found myſelf perfectly reſtored, I left Ma- 
drid, in order to perform my tour of Spain. 


CHAP. VII. 


Gil Blas and bis companion ceme up with a man aum they ob- 
ſerve ſoaking cruſts of bread in a ſpring ; and enter into a con» 


ver/ation with him, 
S Eee Diego de la Fuenta recounted many more 
adventures that had happened to him ſince; 
but, in my opinion, fo little worthy of repetition, | 
that 1 ſhall paſs them over in filence : I was, how- 
ever, obliged to hear the recital, which was fo te- 
dious, that it brought us as far as Ponte de Duera. 
In this village we ſtaid the remaining part of the 
day; and, at the inn where we lodged, ordered for 
ſupper a diſh of cabbage- ſoup and a roaſted hare, 
the ſpecies of which we were at great pains to dif- 
cover. The next morning, at break of day, we 
urſued our journey, after having repleniſhed our 
ttle with ſome pretty good wine, and furniſhed, 


our knapſack with ſome fragments of bread, and 
: Y 2 the 
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the half of the hare which remained of our 
fupper 


After having travelled about two leagues, we be- 
gan to be hungry; and perceiving ſeveral large 
trees, which formed an agreeable ſhade in the fields, 
about two hundred paces from the highway, we 
went thither to make a halt. We ſaw a man, about 
ſeven or eight and twenty years of age, ſoaking ſome 
cruſts in a ſpring of water. A long ſword lay by 
him on the graſs, with an havreſack, of which he 
had unloaded his ſhoulders; and, though he was 
but indifferently cloathed, he diſcovered a genteel 
air and addreſs. We accoſted him civilly, upon 
which he ſaluted us · with great complaiſance; and 
preſenting his cruſts, aſked with a ſmile, if we would 
meſs with him: we anſwered yes, provided he would 
Pong us to improve the repaſt, by joining our 

reakfaſt with his. He freely conſenting, we im- 
mediately produced our victuals, which afforded no 
unpleaſing view to the ſtranger, who cried in a 

tranſport of joy, Upon my honour, gentlemen, 
% you have laid in a ſtore of proviſion! I fee you 
are provident people: for my own part, I ſel- 
« dom travel ſo well provided, but rely a great 
« deal upon chance, Notwithſtanding my preſent 
e ſituation, however, I may ſay without vanity, that 
« 1 ſometimes make a pretty brilliant appearance. 
* You muſt know, that I am uſually treated like 
« a prince, and that I frequently have guards in 
« my train,” „I underſtand you, ſaid Diego, 
« you would intimate that you are a comedian.” 
- — have hit it, replied the other; I have been 
« a player theſe fifteen years at leaſt ; for I per- 
formed ſeveral ſmall parts while I was an infant.” 
“ To be plain with you, ſaid the barber, {ſhaking 
te his head) I can ſcarce give credit to what you 
« ſay. I know what ſort of people the players are; 
* thoſe gentry do not travel a-toot, and dine with 
cl | | St, 
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« St, Anthony as you do: I therefore think you 
& are no more than a candle-ſnuffer.” '« You may 
« think of me as you r replied the comedian, 
« but I aſſure you, that I act the very principal 
& characters, and among others that of the lover.“ 
* If that be the caſe, ſaid my comrade, I congra- 
e tulate you upon it; and am proud that Signior 
„ Gil Blas and [ have the honour to breakfaſt with 
e a perſon of ſuch importance,” _ | 

We then began to gnaw our cruſts, and the pre- 
cious remains of the hare, and ſo affectionately em- 
braced the bottle, that it was empty in a very ſhort 
time: we were ſo buſy with what we were about, 
that we ſcarce ſpoke a ſingle word during the re- 
paſt; which being ended, the converſation was thus 
reſumed. I am ſurpriſed, ſaid the barber to the 
comedian, to fee you in ſuch indifferent plight; 
« for a ſtage hero, methinks you have a very needy 

« appearance: you will pardon my freedom. 
90 Your freedom! cried the actor, ah ! truly you 
« are but little acquainted with Melchior Zapata. 
* Thank heaven, I am not eaſily offended : you 
« do me a pleaſure, in ſpeaking 0 frankly; for I 
„% myſelf love to tell my mind without reſerve. 
« I fincerely confeſs that J am not rich.----Look, 
* added he, (ſhewing that his doublet was lined witly 
* play-bills) this 1s the ſtuff that uſually ſerves me 
" * lining; and if you have any curioſity to ſee 
„ my wardrobe, you ſhall be forthwith gratified.“ 
At the fame time he took out of his knaplack an 
old ſuit, laced with tinſel, a wretched hat, ſome old 
lumes of feathers, a pair of ſilk ſtockings full of 
oles, and red buſkins very much worn. You 
* ee, ſaid hes I am tolerably poor.“ “ That is 
* what ſurpriſes me, replied Diego. So you have 
neither wife nor daughter?“ © I have a wife, 
«« ſaid Zapata, both young and handſome ; yet I 
** am not a bit the better for it, ſo wonderfully 
N ö capricious 
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e capricious is my fate. I married a beautiful 
«« actreſs, hoping ſhe would not ſuffer me to 
* ſtarve; and unfortunately for me, ſhe is incor- 
** ruptibly chaſte. Who the devil would have 
thought of being deceived as I was ? There hap- 
«© pened to be one virtuous woman among the 
« [trollers, and ſhe muſt fall to my lot !'* „Truly 
40 por have had very bad luck, ſaid the barber : 
« but why did not you marry an actreſs of the 
, « king's company at Madrid, in which caſe you 
« could not poſlibly have been dilappointed ?” 
« grant it, replied the player; but a plague take 
<« it, a little country-ſtroller dares not aſpire to 
e thoſe famous heroines : chat is as much as an 
« actor of the prince's company can do; ſome of 
« whom are even obliged to match in the city. 
« Lyckily for them, the city is well ſtored, and 
« they often light on yoke-fellows not in the leaſt 
<« inferior to thoſe princeſſes who were brought up 
« behind the ſcenes.” | 
e Have you never endeavoured, ſaid my com- 
« panion to him, to be introduced into that com- 
% pany? Muſt one have infinite merit to be ad- 
« mitted into it?” Upon my conſcience, replied 
« Melchior, you are diſpoſed to be merry, with 
« your infinite merit.----It is compoſed of twen- 
« ty actors: aſk their characters in town, and you 
„ will hear them very freely handled. More than 
ane half deſerve to carry the knapſack ſtill; it is 
« nevertheleſs no caſy matter to be received amon 
« them. It is neceſſary to have money, or n 
c friends, to ſupply the want of talent. This I am 
<« no ſtranger to, for I am juſt come from making 
<« 2 trial at Madrid, where I have been hooted and 
« hiſſed moſt abominably, although I deſerved to 
e be applauded to the ſkies; for I roared, ranted, 
« and burleſqued nature an hundred times; be- 
« ſides, in my declamation, I clapped my — 
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« fiſt to my princeſs's noſe. In a word, I performed 
&« in the taſte of the favourite actors; and yet the 
« ſame audience that reliſhed this behaviour in 
« them, could not endure it in me. You ſee the 
% force of prejudice! Finding myſelf, therefore, 
&« incapable of pleaſing on that ſtage,” and having 
© nothing to ſecure my reception in defiance of the 
© town, f am going back to Zamora, where I ſhall 
% rejoin my wife and comrades, who are not in the 
« moſt flouriſhing circumſtances. Heaven grant 
that we may not be obliged to beg our way to 
« the next town; a misfortune which has already 
« happened to us more than once.” | | 
With theſe words, this dramatic prince ſprun 
up, ſhouldered his knapſack, girded on his er, 
and, at parting, pronounced with a theatrical air, 
« Gentlemen, adieu] may the gods exhauſt their 
„ bounties on you.” © And may you, replied 
« Diego, at your return to Zamora; behold your 
« wife's condition and diſpoſition changed.” Sig- 
nior Zapata no ſooner turned his back upon us than 
he began to rehearſe as he walked, and immediately 
the barber and I hiſſed, to put him in mind of his 
trial: the noiſe reaching his ears, he thought he till 
heard the cat- calls of rid; upon which he 
looked back, and perceiyIng that we made merry 
at his expence, far trom being incenſed at our but- 
foonery, took 'all in good part, and continued his 
noiſe, - burſting into fits of laughter all the way. 
We returned his mirth as well as we were able; and 


getting back into the high road, purſued our jour- 
ney. 


CHAP. 
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5 C H A P. IX. — 
The condition in avbich Diego Audi his fathily 3 and an atcoum of 
_ the rejoicings : after which Gil Blas takes his leave of bim. 


Aving ſlept that night between Moyados and 

1 Valpueſta, in a little village whoſe name I 
cannot remember, we arrived the next day, about ele- 
ven o'clock in the forenoon, in the plain of Olmedo. 
© Signior Gil Blas, ſaid my comrade, there is the 
„ place of my nativity, which I cannot behold 
s again without rapture, ſo natural it is to love one's 
% country.” © Signior Diego, anſwered I, one who 
e expreſles ſuch regard for the place of his nativi- 


ty, might, I think, haveſpoken of it a little more 


* advantageouſly than you have done: Olmedo 
« ſeems to be a city, and you told me it was = 
* avillage. It ought, at leaſt, to be dignified wit 
the epithet of town.“ 4 I beg its pardon, re- 
„ plied the barber; but I confeſs, that after having 
« ſeen Madrid, Toledo, Sarragoſſa, and all the great 
« cities I have been at in making my tour of Spain, 
« look upon the ſmalſ ones as villages.” As we 
advanced into the plain, we thought we obſerved a 
vaſt concourſe of people near Olmedo; arid when 
we arrived near enough to difcern objects, we found 
ſomething to attract our attention. , 
There were three tents pitched at a {mall diſtance 
from each other, and near them a great number of 
cooks and ſcullions buſied in preparing a feaſt ; 
ſome laid the cloth on long tables, Sliced under the 
tents; ſome filled carthen pitchers with wine; others 
made the kettles boil, and others again turned ſpits 
that were loaded with vaſt quantities of meat : but 
what attracted my attention more than all the reſt; 
was à great ſtage which had been built, — 
ö WI 


GIL BLAS: 169 


with decorations of painted paper of different co- 
lours, and illuſtrated with Greek and Latin devices. 
The barber no ſooner perceived the inſcriptions than 
he ſaid, “ All theſe Greek mottos ſavour ſtrongly 
« of my uncle Thomas, who, I will venture to 
„ hold a wager, has a hand in the buſineſs: for, 
« between you and I, he is a learned man, and has 
&« ſeveral of the college-books by heart: his great- 
&« eſt fault is, that he inceſſantly quotes paſſages 
& from them in converſation, which is not agreeable 
© to every body. Beſides, added he, my uncle has 
« tranſlated a great many Greek and Latin au- 
&« thors, and is perfectly maſter of the ancients, as 
« one may perceive by the learned remarks which 
&« he has made: had it not been for him, we ſhould 
„ never have known, that, in the city of Athens, 
“children wept when they were flogged : we owe 
& that diſcovery to his profound erudition.” 
After my comrade and I had obſerved what [I 
have mentioned, we were curious to know the cauſe 
of ſuch preparations, and went forward to enquire, 
when Diego recognized in the director of the feaſt, 
Signior Thomas de la Fuenta, whom he accoſted 
with great eagerneſs. The ſchool-maſter did nor, 
at felt, know the young barber; ſo much was he 
altered during an abſence of ten years: but, recol- 
lecting him at laſt, he embraced him affectionately, 
ſaying, What ! do 1 ſee thee then, Diego, my dear 
© nephew? Do I ſee thee returned to the town 
&*© which gave thee birth? Thou art come to reviſit 
* thy houſhold-gods ; and heaven reſtores thee to 
* thy kindred ſafe and ſound ! Oday, thrice and four 
* times happy! O day, worthy to be diſtinguiſhed 
e with a white ſtone! A world of changes have hap- 
« pened ſince thy abſence, my friend: thy uncle Pe- 
e dro, the poet, has fallen a victim to Pluto, having 
« died three months ago. That miſer, while alive, 
E was afraid of wanting the neceſſaries of life. 
Vox. I, 4 Argenti 
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Argenti pallebat amore. For though he re- 
ceived large 22 from ſeveral grandees, he 


did not ſpend ten piſtoles a year for his ſubſiſt- 
ence; and was even ſerved by a valet whom he 
did not maintain. That fool, more ridiculous 
than the Grecian Ariſtippus, who ordered his 
ſlaves to throw away, in the deſarts of Afric, the 
riches they carried, as a burthen that incom- 
moded them in their march; --he, I ſay, heaped 


up all the gold and filver he could ſcramble to- 


gether; and for whom ? for thoſe very heirs he 
would not vouchſafe to fee. He died worth 
thirty thouſand ducats, which thy father, thy 
uncle Bertrand, and I, have equally thared among 
us; ſo that we are able to ſettle our children to 
our heart's deſire, My brother Nicolas has al- 
ready diſpoſed of thy filter Thereſa, whom he has 
given in marriage to the ſon of one of our alcaldes. 
Connubio junxit ſtabili, propriumque dicavit. 
Theſe nuptials, performed under the moſt happy 
auſpices, we have celebrated theſe two days with 
great feſtivity; three tents being pitched in the 
plain, one for each of the three heirs of Pedro, 
who, in their turns, defray the expence of the 
day. I wiſh thou hadſt arrived ſooner to have 
ſeen the beginning of our rejoicings. The day 
before yeſterday, when they were married, th 

father gave a ſumptuous entertainment, hic 

was followed by a courſe at the ring : thy uncle, 
the mercer, treated yeſterday, and regaled us with 
a paſtoral feaſt ; ten of the genteeleſt youths, and 


as many handſome matdens, were dreſſed like 


ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, all the ribbons and 
points in his ſhop being employed to adorn 


* them;---This brilliant company performed ſeve- 
ral dances; and ſung a thouſand pleaſant and 


amorous catches, and though nothing could be 
more gallant, the ſpectatots did not ſeem 1 — 
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« liſh it, which ſhews that paſtoral is now quite 
« out of date.“ 
« To-day, added he. every thing 1s to be at my 
« expence, and | will exhibit to the inhabitants of 
« Olmedo a ſhew of my own invention. Finis 
« coronabit opus. I have ordered a theatre to be 
« raiſed, on which (God willing) my ſcholars ſhall 
« repreſent a piece of my own compoling,”entitled, 
6 The Diverſions of Muley Bugentuf, King of 
« Morocco. It will be extremely well acted, be- 
« cauſe | have pupils who declaim like the players 
« of Madrid; they are the ſons of people of f.- 
« ſhion living at Pennafiel and Segovia, who are my 
« boarders, and are become excellent actors under 
« my inſtruction. Their peformance will appear to 
« be of a malterly ſtamp ut ita dicam. With re- 
« gard to the fable of the piece I ſhall ſay nothing, 
« that thou mayeſt enjoy the pleaſure of ſurprize. 
« I ſhall only obſerve, that it muſt tranſport the 
« ſpectators : for it is one of thoſe tragic ſubjects 
« which wake the ſoul by the images of death they 
“ preſent to the — — 2 of Ariſto- 
« tle's opinion, that the chief end of tragedy is to 
« raiſe terror. Oh! if I had but attached myſelf 
« to the drama, I would have introduced none 
« but bloody minded princes and heroic aſſaſſins 
© on the ſtage, and would have bathed myſelf in 
« gore: and in my tragedies, not only the princi- 
« pal perſonages, but even their guards ſhould have 
« periſhed. —I would have murdered every one of 
« them down to the very prompter. In a word, 
« my taſte is horror: and we ſee that ſuch poems 
« captivate the multitude, ſupport the luxury of 
* the players, and enable the author to live comfor- 
« tably.” | | 
Juſt as he had done ſpeaking, we ſaw comi 
out of the village into the plain a great concourſe 
of people of both ſexes. Theſe were the won 
3 red 
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ried couple, accompanied by their relations and 
friends, and preceded by ten or twelve muſicians, 
who, playing all together, performed a moſt thun- 
dering concert. We advanced to meet them, and 
Diego made himſelf known; upon which the whole 
aſſembly broke out into ſhouts of joy, and every 
ane was eager to embrace him; ſo that he was 
ſufficiently employed in receiving their expreſſions 
of friendſhip. His whale family, as well as all who 
were preſent, having almoſt ſmothered him with 
careſſes, his father ſaid to him. Thou art wel- 
* come home, Diego; thou findeſt thy kindred 
„ ſomewhat bettered in their circumſtances, my 
* child, I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, but ex- 
* plain myſelf more particularly hereafter.” Mean 
while the company, advancing into the plain, re- 
paired to the tents, and ſat down at the tables that 
were covered; and I and my companion, whom I 
would not part with, dined with the bridegroom 
and bride, who ſeemed to be very well matched. 
The repaſt was pretty long, becauſe the ſchool- 
maſter had the vanity to furniſh three courſes, in 
order to excel his brothers, who had not treated 
with ſuch magnificence. I 
The banquet being over, all the gueſts expreſſed 
their impatience to ſee the repreſentation of Signior 
Thomas's piece, not doubting, ſaid they, that the 
production of ſuch an excellent genius would an- 
wer their moſt ſanguine —— We ap- 
proached the ſtage, before which the muſicians had 
already taken their ſeats, in order to play between 
the acts. Every body, in the moſt profound ſilence, 
waited for the beginning. The actors appeared on 
the ſtage, and the author, with his performance in 
his hand, ſat down on one ſide to prompt them. 
He had ſufficient reaſon for N us the piece was 
tragical! for, in the firſt act, the king of Morocco, 
by way of amuſement ſhot an hundred _— 
| aves 
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flaves with arrows: in the ſecond he beheaded 
thirty Portugueſe officers, whom one of his captains 
had made priſoners of war: and in the third and 
laſt, this monarch, diſpleaſed with his wives, ſets 
fire with his own hand to a detached palace, in 
which they were confined, and reduces them and 
their priſon to aſhes. "The Mooriſh ſlaves, as well 
as the Portugueſe officers, were figures of wicker, 
very artfully made; and the palace, compoſed of 
paper, ſeemed all in flames, by an artificial fire- 
work. This conflagration, accompanied with a 
thouſand horrible ſhricks, that ſeemed to iſſue from 
the midſt of the flames, was the cataſtrophe of the 
piece, and cloſed the ſcene in a very diverting man- 
ner. The whole mou echoed with the applauſe 
that was given to ſo excellent a tragedy, which juſ- 
tified the good taſte of the poet, and ſhewed that he 
was happy in the choice of his ſubject. 

I did not ſuppoſe there was any thing more to 
be ſeen, after the Diverſions of Muley Bugentuf; 
but I was miſtaken : for we were advertiſed of a 
new ſhew, by the ſound of drums and trumpets, 
This was a diftribution of prizes: Thomas de la 
Fuenta, to add to the ſolemnity of the feaſt, order- 
ed all his ſcholars (as well thoſe who were boarded 
with him as the reſt) to compoſe, and intended ta 
beſtow on thoſe who had ſucceeded beſt, books 
bought at Segovia with his own coin. Immediately 
therefore, two ſchool-forms were brought upon the 
1 with a quantity of little books handſomely 

und; then all the actors returned upon the ſtage, 

d ranged themſelves round Signior Thomas, wha 
ooked as big as the head maſter of a college, and 
held a paper in his hand, on which were written 
the names pf thoſe who were to obtain the prizes: 
this he Preknted to the king of Morocco, who be- 
gan to read it with a loud voice; and every ſcholar 
Who was called, going in a reſpectful manner, — 

cel 
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ceived a book from the pedant, who was afterwards 
crowned with bays, and ordered to fit down on 
one of the benches, that he might be expoſed to 
the admiration of the crowd, But however defi. 
rous the ſchook-maſter was of ſending home the 
ſpectators ſatisfied, he could by no means effect it; 
fe having diſtributed almoſt all the prizes among 
his boarders, as the cuſtom 1s, the mothers of ſome 
of the reſt, being preſent, were offended ; and open- 
ly accuſed the pedant of partiality : and the enter- 
tainment, which had hitherto been ſo glorious for 
him, had like to have ended in miſchief, like the 


feat of the Lapithæ. 


THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK, 
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Of the arrival of Gil Blas at Madrid; and an avcount of the ff 
maſter whom he ſerved in that city. 


AVING ſtaid ſome time with the youn 
barber, I afterwards — a merchant 
Segovia, in his way through Olmedo, with four 
mules, on which he had carried goods to Vallado- 
lid, and was returning with them unloaded. We 
became ſo well acquainted on the road, that he con- 
ceived a great friendſhip for me, and inſiſted upon 
my lodging at his houſe when we arrived at Sego- 
via. There he detained me two days; and when 
I was ready to ſet out for Madrid, with a carrier, 
he gave a letter, which he deſired I would in per- 
ſon deliver, according to the direction, without in- 
forming me that it was a recommendation. I did 
not fail to preſent it to Signior Mattheo Melendez, 
a woollen-draper, who lived near the Sun-gate, at 
the corner of the Trunkmaker's-ſtreet; and he no 
ſooner opened it, and read the contents, than he 
ſaid, with a gracious air, “ Signior Gil Blas, Pedro 
« Palacio, my correſpondent, writes ſo preſſingly 
* in your behalf, that I cannot diſpenſe with your 
© lodging at my houſe. He moreover intreats me 
* to find a place for you; and I undertake the 
« office with pleaſure, being perſuaded that I ſhall 
find no difficulty in procuring for you a very 
* handſome ſettlement.“ 


I ac- 
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I accepted the offer of Melendez with ſo much 
the more joy, as my finances were ſenſibly dimi- 
niſhed : but I did not live long at his expence ; 
for at the end of eight days he told me — had 
recommended me to a gentleman of his acquain- 
tance, who wanted a valet de chambre; and that, 
in all probability, I ſhould be preferred to the poſt. 
The gentleman coming in at that moment, © Sig- 
% nior, ſaid Melendez, (ſhewing me to him) this 
& is the youth I mentioned to you. He is a lad 
* of honour and ſobriety, and | can anfwer for his 
„% good behaviour, as much as for my own.“ The 
cavalier, obſerving me attentively, ſaid he liked my 
countenance, and would take me into his ſervice. 
He may follow me now, added he, and J will 
& inſtruct him in his duty.” At theſe words he 
bad the woollen-draper good-morrow, and conduct- 
ing me into the great ſtreet juſt by St. Philip's 
church, we entered a pretty good houſe, of which 
he occupied one wing ; and going up five or ſix 
ſteps of a ſtair, he introduced me into a chamber, 
ſecured by two ſtrong doors, which he opened; in 
the firſt of which I perceived a ſmall window, 
grated with iron: through this chamber we paſſed 
to another, where there was a bed and other furni- 
ture, more calculated for convenience than ſhew. 
If my new maſter viewed me attentively at the 
houſe of Melendez, I examined him with great ear- 
neſtneſs in my turn. He was a man turned of fifty, 
appeared to be ſerious and reſerved, though good- 
natured withal; fo that I conceived no bad opinion 
of him. He aſked me ſeveral queſtions concerning 
my family, and being ſatisfied with my anſwers; 
« Gil Blas, ſaid he, I believe thou art a ſenſible 
« young fellow, and I am very glad to have thee 
in my ſervice. Thou ſhalt have no reaſon to 
% complain: 1 will give thee ſix rials a day, for 


2% yictuals, clothes, and wages, excluſive o hos 
it 
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« little perquiſites thou mayeſt enjoy; beſides, I 

* require no great attendance; for | keep no table, 

4 but always dine abroad. All that thou haſt to 

« do ina morning is to clean my clothes, and thou 

« ſhalt be at thy own diſpoſal during the reſt of the 

day: take care oy to come back early in the 
0 


« evening, and wait for me at the door, This is 
« all I exact,” After having thus preſcribed my 
duty, he took out his purſe and gave me fix rials, 
by way of binding the hargain; then going out, he 
locked the Joors län, and putting the keys in 
his pocket, “ Friend, ſaid he, do not follow me: 
go where you pleaſe; but be ſure to let me find 
“ you on the ſtair when return in the evening.“ 
So ſaying, he left me to diſpoſe of myſelf in any 
manner | thought proper. 

Faith, Gil Blas, {aid I to myſelf, thou couldſt 
« not have found a better maſter : how fortunate 
am I! to light on a man, who, for bruſhing his 
clothes, and helping him to dreſs of a mornin 
gives me ſax rials per day, with liberty to 3 
and take my diverſion, like a ſcholar during the 
“vacation! Egad, this is the happieſt of all ſitua- 
e tions! No wonder that I was ſo deſirous of being 
at Madrid: I had certainly ſome ſupernatur 
intimation of the happineſs that awaited me 
« there.” I ſpent the day in {trolling about the 
ſtreets, amuſing myſelf with looking at every thing 
that was new to me, and this gave me ſufficient em- 
ployment. In the evening, after having ſupped at 
an eating-houſe not far from our lodgings, I betook 
myſelf to the place whither my maſter had ordered 
me to repair, and where he himſelf arrived three 
quarters of an hour after me, ſeemingly well pleaſed 
with my punctuality. ** Very 2 ſaid he, this 
eis right: I love to ſee ſervants thus attentive to 
* their duty.” So ſaying he opened the doors of 
his apartment, and ſhut them again as ſoon as we 

vob. J. \ | A 3 had 
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had entered: being in the dark, he took a tinder- 
box and ſtruck a light, by the help of which I aſſiſt. 
ed to undreſs him. When he was in bed, I lighted, 
by his order, a lamp that ſtood in his chimney, and 
carried the candle into the anti-chamber, where l 
was to repoſe in a bed without curtains. He roſe 
the next morning between nine and ten o'clock, 
and when I had bruſhed his clothes, counted me 
ſix more rials, and diſmiſſed me till the evening: 
after which he went out alſo, but not without care- 
fully locking his doors; ſo we parted again for the 
remaining part of the day. 
Such was our manner of living, which I found 
very agreeable; and the higheſt joke of all was, that 
I did not know my maſter's name: Melendez him- 
ſelf was ignorant of it, being only acquainted with 
him as a gentleman who came ſometimes to his 
ſhop, and occaſionally bought cloth of him. Our 
neighbours could give me no better information; 
all of them aſſuring me, that my maſter was utterly 
unknown' to them, although he had lived two years 
in that quarter. They told me, that he viſited no- 
body in the nekakbourhol and fome of them, ac- 
cuſtomed to make unfavourable inferences, con- 
cluded from thence, that he was no better than he 
mould be. They went ſtill farther, ſuſpecting him 
to be a ſpy of the king of Portugal, and charitably 
acquainted me with their ſuſpicions, that I might 
take my meaſures 8 l was diſturbed at 
this information; and reflected, that if matters were 
really ſo, I ſhould run the riſk of viſiting the priſon 
of Madrid. I could not confide in my own inno- 
cence, my paſt misfortunes having taught me to 
dread juſtice; for 1 had found by experience, that 
if ſhe does not deſtroy the innocent, ſhe at leaſt treats 
them with ſo little hoſpitality, that her lodgers are 
always in a very melancholy ſituation,  ' | 
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In fuch a delicate conjuncture I conſulted Melen- 
dez, who knew not how to adviſe me; for if he 
could not believe that my maſter was a ſpy, on the 
other hand; he had no certain reaſon to think other- 
wiſe : ſo that I reſolved to examine my patron nar- 
rowly, and to leave him, if I ſhould perceive that 
he was really an enemy to the ſtate ; but I thought 
prudence, and the cuſineſs of my place, required 
that I ſhould be firſt perfectly ſure of his practices. 
With this view I began to keep a ſtrict eye over his 
actions; and in order to ſound him, “ Ji ſaid I, 
(one evening, while | undreſſed him) we know 
* not how to live, ſo as to avoid ſlander: the world 
« js very malicious, and we, among others, are very 
* little obliged to our neighbours. You cannot 
« imagine in what manner the malicious creatures 
talk of us.” —* But, prichee, Gil Blas, ſaid he, 
„ what can they ſay of us?” Ah! truly, re- 
« plied I, ſcandal never wants matter. Virtue 
« herſelf furniſhes food for it. Our neighbours 
* ſay that we are dangerous people, and deſerve 
* to be taken notice ot by the government. In a 
word, you are thought to be a ſpy for the king 
of Portugal.” While I pronounced theſe words, 
looked as earneſtly at my maſter, as Alexander“ 
eyed his phyſician; and employing all my penetra- 
tion to diſcover what effect my information pro- 
duced in him, thought I obſerved an emotion that 
too well agreed with the conjectures of the neigh- 
bourhood, and he fell into a fit of muſing, upon 
which I did not put the moſt favourable conſtruc- 
tion: but he ſoon recovered himſclt, and ſaid with 


X Alexander the Great having received a letter, informing 
him that his ex." gry intended to poiſon him, ſwallowed the 


medicine, which he preſcribed, without heſitation, and put 


the letter into the ſuſpected perſon's hand, fixing his eyes ſtead - 
faſtly upon him, while he read it, in order to diltinguiſh in his 
countenance, whether he was innocent or guilty. 
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an air of tranquility, * Gil Blas, let our neighbours 
« think as they pleaſe; their ſuſpicions ſhall not 
« give us any uneaſine(s; and ſince we give them 
« no real caule to think amils of us, let them con- 

« jecture what they pleaſc.“ 
Upon this he went to bed, and I followed his 
example, without knowing what to think of the 
matter, The next day. juſt as we were going out 
m the morning, we heard a loud 2 at the out- 
ward door; my maſter opened the other, and look- 
ing through the {mall grate, ſaw a decent- looking 
man at it, who ſaid, 4 Signior cavalier, I am an 
* alguazil, and am come to acquaint you, that the 
* corregidor deſires to ſpeak with you.“ What 
* does he want with me?“ ſaid my maſter, * That 
* I am ignorant of, Signior, replied the alguazil ; 
* but if you will take the trouble to go to his 
* houſe, you will ſoon be informed:” I am his 
* moſt humble ſervant, reſumed my maſter ; but 
* have no manner of buſineſs with him,” He 
then ſhut the ſecond door; and having walked 
up and down for ſome time, like one alarmed at 
the diſcourſe of the alguazil, put ſix rails into my 
hand, faying, „ Gil Blas, thou mayeſt go out, 
« my fend I do not intend to go abroad ſo 
« early, and have no further occaſion for thee this 
„ morning.” From theſe words I imagined, that 
the fear of being apprehended, obliged him to ſtay 
at home; ſo that when I left him, in order to 
diſcover whether my ſuſpicions were unjuſt, I hid 
myſelf in a place from whence I could obſerve 
him, if he ſhould come out. | ſhould have had 
the patience to ſtay there the whole morning, had 
he not ſpared me that trouble. But about an hour 
after, I taw him walking in the ſtreet with an air 
of aſlurance, that at firſt confounded my penetra- 
tion; but, far from being duped by thoſe appear- 
ances, I diſtruſted them, having no favourable 
opinion 
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inion of the man. I ſuſpected his compoſure to 
8 a piece of affectation, 1 even — — that 
his remaining at home was with a view of ſecuring 
his gold and jewels ; and that, in all probability, 
he would — his ſafety by immediate flight. I 
did not expect to fee him again, and heſitated. 
about going in the evening to give my attendance 
at the door; looking on it as a certainty, that 
he would quit the city inſtantly, to eſcape from the 
impending danger. I did not fail, however, of be- 
ing there, and, to my utter aſtoniſnment, my maſ- 
ter returned at his uſual time, went to bed with- 
out ſhewing the leaſt uneaſineſs, and roſe the next 
day with the ſame degree of tranquillity. 

When we had done drefling, ſomebody. knock- 
ed at the door; upon which my maſter looking 
through the grate, perceived the ſame alguazil who 
had viſited him the preceding day, and demanded. 
his buſineſs. 4+ Open the door, anſwered the al- 
„ guazil, here is monſieur the corregidor.“ At 
this formidable name, my blood froze within my 
veins; for I was eurſedly afraid of theſe gentlemen - 
ever ſince | had paſſed through their hands; and 
wiſhed myſelt at that moment an hundred leagues. 
from Madrid; but my patron, leſs terrified than 1 
was, opened the door, and received the magiſtrate 
with reſpect. You ſee, ſaid the corregidor, that 
do not come to you with many attendants, 
being deſirous of doing every thing with as little 
« noiſe as poſſible : and I think you deſerve this 
« reſpect, notwithſtanding the unfavourable re- 
« ports that are ſpread of you. Tell me, there- 
fore, your name, and your buſineſs at Madrid?” 
„ Signior, replied my malter,. I was born in New 
« Caſtile, and my name is Don Bernard de Caſtel 
, * Blazo; with regard to my buſineſs, I divert 75 
cc el 
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« ſelf in walking, frequenting public entertain- 
ments, and enjoying the agreeable converſation 
« of a few ſelect friends.“ © I preſume then, 
«* ſaid the judge, that you have a great eſtate ?” 
« No, fir, reſumed my patron; | have neither 
„rents, lands, nor houſes.” * How do you live 
then? ſaid the corregidor,” On that which 
you ſhall ſee, replied Don Bernard ;”—at the 
ſame time, he lifted up a hanging, opened a door 
which I had not before obſerved. then another be- 
hind that, and carried the judge into a cloſer, 
where he ſhewed him a large Fw x filled with gold 
coin. 

* You know, Signior, continued he, that the Spa- 
& miards are enemies to labour; but I think I may 
&« ſafely venture to ſay, that I excel them all in that 
particular; having a fund of lazineſs that renders 
« me incapable of any manner of employment. If I 
% had a mind to dignify my vices, I would call this 
&« lazineſs a philoſophical indolence, the employ- 
« ment of a mind weaned from every thing that is 
« moſt ardently purſued in life. But J candidly ac- 
« knowledge, that I am conſtitutionally idle; and 
« ſo idle, that if I was under a neceſſity of working 
« for my livehhood, I believe I ſhould ſuffer my- 
« ſelf to die of hunger. With a view, therefore, 
« to kad a life agreeable to my humour, to avoid 
e the labour of managing my eſtate, and, above all 
e things, to ſave myſelf the trouble of a ſteward, 
] have converted my whole patrimony, conſiſt- 
<« ing of ſeveral conſiderable inheritances, into rea- 
« dy money. In this trunk are fifty thouſand 
« ducats; more than I ſhall ever have occaſion 
„ for, was I to live another century; for my ex- 
© pences do not exceed a thouſand a year, and I 
& am already turned of fifty. 1 am not at all 
&« afraid of what is to happen; for, thank heaven, 
] am not addicted to any one of the three things 

| « whuc 
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n which generally bring men to deſtruction: I am 
te not a ſlave to my appetite, I play only for amuſe- 
* ment, and | begin to be indifferent about wo- 
« men, I am under no apprehenſion of being 
% ranked in my old age, among thoſe voluptuous | 
* dotards who purchaſe the fayours of courtezans 
« at an extravagant price,” 

« What a happy man are you! ſaid the corre- 
* gidor, you are very unjuſtly ſuſpected of being a 
« ſpy; that office being ill adapted to a perſon of 
* your character. Proceed, Don Bernard, added 
« he, continue the life you now lead; and inſtead 
* of diſturbing your happineſs, I declare myſelf 
te the guardian of it; 7 beg the favour of your 
« friendſhip, and offer you mine in return.“ * Ah 
„ Signior! cried my maſter, (ſtruck with theſe 
„ obliging expreſſions) I accept the precious offer 
„ you have made me, with equal wy + ct and joy; 
„for in vouchſafing me your friendſhip, you add 
* to my riches, and crown my felicity.“ After 
this converſation, which the alguazil and I over- 
heard at the cloſet-door, the corregidor took his 
leave of Don Bernard, who could not ſufficiently 
expreſs his gratitude ; while I, to ſecond my maſter, 
and aſſiſt him in doing the honours of the houſe, 
overwhelmed the alguazil with civilities, making 
a thouſand profound bows ; though, in the bottom 
of my ſoul, I harboured that diſdain and averſion 


which every man of honour has for one of his oc- 
gupation. 
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CHAP, II. 


The afloniſhment of Gil Blas on his meeting Captain Rolando at 
Madrid, and the curious particulars which that highwayman 
related to him, 


| ON Bernard de Caſtel Blazo, after having 
waited upon the corregidor to the door, 
aſtily returned, to lock his ſtrong box, and all the 
doorsthat ſecured it, Afterthat'we went out both very 
well ſatisfied ; he for having acquired a powerful 
friend, and I for being now enſured in my ſix rials 
a day. The deſire I had to communicate what had 
57 90g to Melendez, made me take the road to 
his houſe, whither | had almoſt arrived, when I per- 
ceived captain Rolando! I was confounded at find- 
ing him in this place, and could not help ſhivering 
at the fight of him ! He immediately knew me, ac- 
coſted me very gravely, and preſerving ſtill his air 
of ſuperiority, ordered me to follow him. I obeyed 
with fear and trembling, ſaying to myſelf, Alas ! 
„he will, doubtleſs, make me pay off my old 
« ſcores, Whither will he lead me? perhaps to 
* ſome ſubterranean abode in this city. A plague 
1c on it! if I thought ſo, | would let him fee in an 
« inſtant, that I have not got the gout in my feet.” 
As I walked behind him, I reſolved to take parti- 
cular notice of the place where he ſhould ſtop, from 
which I propoſed to ſcamper off as faſt as my legs 
could carry me, ſhould it ſeem in the leaſt ſuſ- 
picious. 

Rolando, however, ſoon removed my fears, by 
going into a noted tavern, whither I followed him; 
and where he called for the beſt wine, and ordered 
dinner; in the mean time, we went into a room by 
ourſelves, where the captain expreſſed himſelf in the 
following manner: Thou muſt be pay > 5 
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Blas, to meet thy old commander here ; and wilt 
be ſtill more ſo when thou ſhalt hear what I am 
going to relate: that day on which I left thee in 
our ſubterranean retreat, and ſet out for Manſilla 
with my whole company, in order to diſpoſe of 
the mules and horſes which we had taken the 
preceding day, it was our fortune to meet the ſon 
of the corregidor of Leon in his coach, attended 
by four men on horſeback well armed. We 
made two of them ſalute the duſt, and the others 
betake themſclves to flight; while the coach- 
man, fearing his maſter ſhould be killed, cried, 


in a ſuppliant voice, O my dear gentlemen ! in 


the name of God, do not deſtroy the only fon of 
the corregidor oft Leon. My people were not 
ſoftened by theſe words, which, on the contrary, 
inſpired them with fury: Gentlemen, ſaid one 
among us, let not the ſon of our mortal enem 
eſcape: how many people of our profeſſion hath 
his father ſentenced to death? let us avenge them 
now, and facrifice this victim to their mancs; 
The reſt of my men approved of this propoſal ; 
and even my lieutenant prepared to act the high- 
prieſt in this ceremony, when I held his hands, 
laying, Stop, at your peril! Why ſhould we 
ſhed blood unneceſſarily ! Let us be ſatisfied 
with the purſe of this youth, whom it would be 
the utmoſt barbarity to kill, as he makes no re- 
ſiſtance: beſides, he is not accountable for the 
actions of his father, who does no more than his 
duty, in condemning us to death; juſt as we do 
ours, in rifling travellers on the highway. 


My interceſſion preſerved the life of the corre- 
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2 lon, from whom we took nothing but 
is money; and having carried off the horſes of 
the two men we had {lain, we ſold them, together 
with our own, at Manſilla; then returning to 


our cavern, which we reached the next morning 
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before it was light, we were not a little aſtoniſhed 
to find the trap-door lifted up ; and our ſurpriſe 
redoubled when we ſaw Leonarda fettered in the 
kitchen. Being briefly informed by her of whar 
had happened, we wondered at thy having out- 
witted us, having never thought thee capable of 
playing ſuch an excellent 4 and we forgave 
thee on account of the invention. Having un- 
tied our cook-maid, and given her orders to 
dreſs ſome victuals for us, we went to look after 


our horſes in the ſtable, where the old negro, who 


had received no ſuſtenance for twenty-four hours, 
was at the laſt gaſp. We would have given him 
all the aſſiſtance in our power; but he had loſt 
his ſenſes, and was otherwiſe ſo low, that not- 
withſtanding our good intentions, we left the 
poor devil at death's door. This did not deprive 
us of our appetite, which having ſatisfied with a 
very {ſumptuous meal, we retired to our ſeveral 


apartments, and ſlept the remainder of the day: 


— we got up, Leonarda acquainted us, that 
omingo was no more, upon which we conveyed 
him to the cellar, where thou mayeſt remember 
was thy bed, and there performed his funeral 
obſequies, as if he had enjoyed the honour of 
being one of our companions, | 

Five or {ix days after, it happened, that in- 


« tending to make an excurſion, we one morning 


fell in wich three troops belonging to the holy 


brother hood, who ſeemed waiting in the ſkirts of 


the wood to attack us. As we perceived only 
one of the three at firſt, we deſpiſed it, though 
more numerous than our company, and accord- 
ingly attacked it; but while we were engaged 
with this, the other two which had hitherto kept 
themſelves concealed, ruſhed upon us, ſo ſud- 
denly, that our valour. was of little or no ſervice, 


and we were under a neceſſity of yielding to the 
| „ numbers 
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© numbers of the foe. Our lieutenant and two of 
© gur men were killed in the field, while the two 
« that remained and I, were ſs hemmed in and 
« gyerpowered, that we were taken priſoners z and 
&« while two of their troops conducted us to Leon, 
te the third went and deſtroyed our retreat, which 
© had been diſcovered in the following manner: 
A peaſant of Luceno croſſing the foreſt in his 
return home, perceived by accident the trap- 
© door of our cavern lifted up, that very day on 
e which thou hadſt made thy eſcape with the la- 
« dy; and, ſuſpecting it was the place of our 
« abode, had not courage to go in, but contented 
„ himſelf with taking an exact obſervation of the 
& place, which the better to mark, he cut off, with 
6 bis knife, thin ſlices of bark from the trees at 
&* ſmall diſtances as he went along, until he had 
* got quite out of the wood; then repairing to 
* Leon, imparted his diſcovery to the corregidor, 
« who received it with ſo much the more joy, 

* his ſon had been robbed by our company, ad 
* aſſembled three troops in order to apprehend-us, 
„and the peaſant was their guide. 

« My arrival furniſhed a ſhew for all the inha- 
te bitants of Leon: had I been a Portugueſe gene- 
ral made priſoner of war, the people could not 
* have been more eager to ſee me.” © Behold, 
e ſaid they, behold” the famous captain who has 
“long been the terror of this country, and who, 
« with his two comrades, deſerves to have his 
e fleſh torn from his bones with red-hot pincers.“ 
«© Being carried before the corregidor, he — to 


« inſult me, ſaying, © Well, thou notorious vil- 
* lain! heaven, wearied with thy crimes, at laſt 
s reſigns thee to my juſtice,” “ Sir, replied I, 
* though my offences are manifold, I cannot re- 
* proach myſelf with the death of your only fon ; 
* 1 preſerved his life; wy which I think you owe 
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* me ſome acknowledgment.” Ah miſerable 
* wretch! cried he, people of thy character are 
* notenctitled to mercy : and even if I was inclinable 
„to ſave thy life, the duty of my office would not 
permit it.“ After this converſation, he ordered 
us to be impriſoned in a dungeon, where he did 
not ſuffer my companions to linger long: for in 
& three days time they were taken out, to act their 
&« laſt tragical ſcene in the market- place. As for 
« me, I continued three whole weeks in priſon, 
„ imagining that my puniſhment was deferred, in 
order to make it the more terrible; and was in 
6 expectation of a death altogether new; when the 
4 corregidor ordering me to be brought into his 
« preſence, ſaid, © Hearken to thy ſentence — 
« Thou art free. Had it not been for thee, my 
«* only ſon would have been murdered on the 
« high-way. As a father, I was willing to ac- 
% knowledge this piece of ſervice, but not having 
«yt in my power to acquit thee as a judge, I have 
e applicd to the king in thy behalf, ſolicited thy 
« pardon, and obtained it. I hou art now at li- 
& berty. But, added he, take my advice; reflect 
e ſerioutly on thy ill-ſpent lije, and from hence- 
& forth quit the profeſſion of thievery.” 
was dceply affected with theſe words, and 
© took the road of Madrid, reſolved to turn over 
a new leaf, and live honeſtly in that city. I was 
« informed that my father and mother were dead, 
- „% and their effects in the hands of an old relation, 
* who gave me ſuch a faithtul account of it, as 
« guardians utually do; all that I have been able 
to touch, being no more than three thouſand 
« ducats, which is, probably, about one fourth of 
„ what I am really entitled to. But what courſe 
c could | purſue? I ſhould gain nothing by going 
& to law: therefore, to avoid idleneſs, I have pur- 
„ chaled the place of an alguazil. My * 
| heat * 
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« for the ſake of decency, would have oppoſed my 
« admiſſion, had they been acquainted with my 
« ſtory, which luckily they were ignorant of, or at 
e leaſt pretended to be ſo, which amounts to the 
« ſame thing; for in that honourable corps it is 
te the buſincls of every individual to conceal his 
te own exploits : thank heaven! not one of us can 
wich juſtice reproach his fellow: ſo that it may 
ebe ſaid of the —— The devil may take the 
&« beſt of them. Nevertheleſs, my friend, conti- 
& nued Rolando, I will now diſcloſe the bottom of 
* my ſoul to thee: the profeſſion which I have 
% embraced, is not at all agreeable to me; it re- 
* gym a behaviour too delicate and myſterious 
for me; and whatever tricks we practiſe, mult 
« be very crafty and ſubtle. O how I regret my 
* former profeſſion ! I acknowledge indeed, that 
there is more ſafety in this new employment: 
e but there was more pleaſure in the other, and li- 
« berty is my delight. I am almoſt inclined to 
e oct rid of my office, and ſet out early ſome 
* morning for the mountains at the ſource of the 
« riyer Tagus, where | know there is a retreat in- 
* habited by a numerous company, chiefly of Ca- 
&* talonians; to tell thee they are Catalonians, is 
making their elogium in one word: if thou wilt 
accompany me, we will add to the number of 
theſe great men: I ſhall be ſecond captain in 
* their company; and will for thy better recep- 
“tion, aſſure chem that I have ſeen thee ten times 
engaged by my fide; I will extol thy valour to 
te the Ties and ſay more in thy commendation 
e than a general ſays of an officer whom he wants 
* to promote, I will be ſilent with regard to the 
trick that thou haſt played, becauſe it would 
* make them ſuſpicious of thee ; the adventure 
6 ſhall therefore be concealed, Well, added he, 
n a i « art 
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art thou ready to follow my fortune? I wait for 
* thy reply.” | 
Every man to his taſte, ſaid I to Rolando, 
* you are born for hardy deeds, and I for a quiet 
* and eaſy life.“ Oh! I underſtand you, cried 
* he; the lady whom love perſuaded you to reſcue, 
* ſtill keeps poſſeſſion of your heart, and doubtleſs 
„you lead a happy life with her in Madrid: con- 
* feſs, Mr. Gil Blas, that you have taken lodgings 
«© for her, and ſpend together the piſtoles which you 
* carried off from the ſubterranean retreat.” J 
aſſured him that he was miitaken, and that, to un- 
deceive him, I would relate the ſtory of the lady 
while he was at dinner: this I did accordingly, and 
mformed him of every particular that had happened 
to me, ſince I quitted the company. Towards the 
end of our repaſt, he reſumed the ſubject of the 
Catalonians, ſaid he was determined to join them, 
and made a new attempt-to engage me 1n the ſame 
reſolution : but finding that I was not to be per- 
fuaded, he darted a fierce look at me, ſaying in a 
contemptuous tone, Since thou haſt ſuch a grovel- 
* ing ſoul as to prefer thy ſervile condition to the 
e honour of aſſociating with men of courage, I 
* abandon thee to the baſeneſs of thy inclinations : 
but hearken to the words that I ſhall pronounce, 
* and let them remain engraven on thy memory : 
« forget that thou haſt met me to-day, and hence- 
« forth never talk of me: for if ever I ſhall hear 
* that thou ſo much as nameſt me in converſation 
thou knoweſt me---I need ſay no more,” Hav- 
ing thus expreſſed himſelf, he called to pay, diſ- 
Charged the bill, and we got up in order to part. 
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Gil Blas is diſmiſſed by Don Bernard de Caſtel Blazo, and enters 
into the ſervice of a beau. 


S we went out of the tavern, and were taking 
leave of each other, my maſter happening to 
paſs, ſaw me, and I perceived, looked very earneſtly 
at the captain, which made me believe that he was 
ſurpriſed to find me acquainted with ſuch a figure. 
Certain it is, that the appearance of Rolando could 
not prepoſſeſs people in his favour : for he was a 
tall fellow, with a long viſage and hook noſe ; and 
though he was not ugly, had very much the air of 
a ſharper, | 
I was not deceived in my conjectures ; for in the 
evening, I found Don Bernard ſtill harping on the 
captain's figure, and extremely well e to be- 
lieve all the fine things I could have ſaid of him, 
had not my mouth been ſhut. © Gil Blas, ſaid he, 
“ who is that tall fellow in whoſe company I ſaw 
« thee to-day ?” I replied, © he is an alguazil;“ 
and imagined he would reſt ſatisfied with that an- 
ſwer: but he aſked a great many other 71 3 
and as I appeared embarraſſed, becauſe I remem- 
bered the threat of Rolando, he broke off the con- 
verlation abruptly, and went to-bed. Next morn- 
ing, when J had done my duty as uſual, inſtead of 
fix rials, he gave me as many ducats; ſaying, * Here 
is what I give thee for having ſerved me hitherto: 
go, and ſeek for another place, for I cannot put 
« up with a ſervant who has formed ſuch honoura- 
* ble connections.“ I took it in my head to pre- 
tend in my own juſtification, that my acquaintance 
with the alguazil was occaſioned by my having pre- 
ſcribed for him, while I practiſed phyſic at perry 
1 0 
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dolid. © Very well, replied my maſter, the ſtory 
is ingenious z bur thou ſhould'ſi have thou he 
of it laſt night, and not have been ſo much dif. 
* concerted ” Sir, reſumed I, I thought it would 
« be imprudent in me to tell it: and that was the 
* cauſe of my confuſion.” * Truly, replied he, 
* (clapping my ſhoulders gently) thou haſt been 
very prudent; I did not think thou hadit been 
« ſo cunning, Go, child, I have no farther occa- 
* ſion for thy ſervices.“ 

] went immediately to inform Melendez of this 
piece of unwelcome news, who told me for my 
conſolation, that he intended to introduce me into 
a better family; and accordingly, a few days after, 
« Gil Blas, my friend, ſaid he, you know not what 
& excellent news ] have to tell you; you are going 
sto enjoy the moſt agreeable poſt you could de- 
« fire ; for I will ſettle you with Don Matthias de 

* Silva, a man of the firſt quality, and one of thoſe 
& young noblemen who go under the denomination 
of beaus: he does me the honour to buy cloth 
* of me: on truſt, indeed; but there is nothing 
* to be loſt by people of his rank ; for they uſu- 
&« ally marry rich heireſſes, who diſcharge their 
« debts: and even if that ſhould not happen, a 
« tradeſman who underſtands his buſineſs, always 
charges his goods at ſuch a price as to afford to 
« loſe three fourths of his bargain. The fteward 
« of Don Matthias is my particular friend. Let 
us go to him immediately; he will himſelf pre- 
« ſent you to his maſter; and you may be aſſured 
« that he will, for my ſake, treat you with un- 
* common regard. 8 

In our way to the houſe of ion Matthias, the 
« merchant ſaid. It will not be amiſs, I believe, 
« to give you ſome information of the character of 
4 this ſteward, whoſe name is Gregorio Rodriguez. 
* Between you and me, he is a man of no 2 
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te who finding himſelf born for buſineſs, followed 
« the bent of his genius, and enriched himſelf with 
« the pillage of two families which he ſerved in 
« the capacity of ſteward. I muſt inform you 
« that he has a great deal of vanity, and loves to 
c ſee the reſtof the ſervants obedient to him. They 
% muſt addreſs themſelves firſt to him, when they 
« have any favour toaſk of their maſter, for ſhould 
« it happen, that they obtain it without his inte- 
&« reſt, he has always expedients in readineſs by 
& which it will either be revoked or rendered in- 
« effectual. Remember this, Gil Blas, in the regu- 
c lation of your conduct: pay your court to Sig- 
« nior Rodriguez, preferable to your maſter him- 
c ſelf, and do all that lies in your power to pleaſe 
« him: his friendſhip will be uſeful to you; he 
« will pay your wages punctually ; and if you 
& are dexterous enough to acquire his confidence, 
« he may give you ſome pretty bone to pick, out of 
«© the number he has in his poſſeſſion. Don Mat- 
&* thias is a young nobleman who regards nothing 
* but his pleaſure, and would not for the world 
&« inform himſelf of the ſtate of his own affairs. 
* What a glorious ſituation for a ſteward !”? 
Arriving at the houſe, we requeſted to ſpeak with 
Signior Rodriguez, who, we were told, was in his 
own apartment; there we found him with a kind 
of farmer, who had a blue canvaſs bag of money 
in his hand. The ſteward who looked more pale 
and yellow than a girl oppreſſed with her maiden- 
head, came towards Melendez with open arms ; he, 
on the other hand, met him in the ſame manner, 
and they embraced each other with demonſtrations 
of friendſhip, in which there was, at leaſt, as much 
of art as nature. Then my affair coming on the 
carpet, Rodriguez examined me from head to 
foot, and politely told me that I was juſt ſuch a ſer- 
Vor. I. Cc Don 
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vant as Don Matthias wanted, and that he would 
with pleaſure preſent me to him. Upon whictr, 
Melendez tetting him know how much he was in- 
tereſted in my behalf, and begging that he would 
favour me with his protection, committed me to his 
care, and, after abundance of compliments, with- 
drew. He was no ſooner gone than Rodriguez ſaid 
to me, I will conduct you to my maſter as ſoon 
* as J have diſpatched this honeſt countryman.“ 
Then going to the peaſant, and taking hold of the 
bag, Talego, ſaid he, let us ſee if there be juſt 
* gco piſtoles here.” Having counted the money 
and found it right, he gave the farmer a receipt for 
the ſum, and ſent him — his buſineſs; then put- 
ting the piſtoles into the bag again, he addreſſed 
himſelf to me, ſaying, This is the proper time 
“for us to kd the levee of my maſter, who ge- 
<« nerallyriſes about noon. It is near the hour, and 
« I ſuppoſe he 1s riſen.” h 

Don Matthias was indeed juſt riſen, and in his 


morning gown, lolling in an eaſy chair, over an 


arm of which he had tilted one of his legs, and 
poiſed himſelf by leaning with his body the other 
way, and raſping tobacco; while he talked to a 
footman, who was his temporary valet de chambre. 
My lord, ſaid the fteward to him, here is a young 
t man whom I take the liberty to preſent as one pro- 
c per to ſucceed the valet whom you diſmiſſed about 
e two days ago: Melendez your draper recom- 
* mends him, aſſuring me that he 1s a lad of great 


e merit, and I hope your lordſhip will be pleaſed 


* with his behaviour.“ Enough, anſwered the 
c young lord; fince-you introduce him to me, I 
receive him into my ſervice with implicit faith, 
and appoint him my vglet de chambre. So, 
that affair is ſettled : but, Rodriguez, added he, 


< let us talk of ſomething elſe : you are come very 


« opportunely; for I was this moment going 1 
ſend 
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ſend for you. I have bad news to tell you, my 
dear Rodriguez ! You mult know I had ill luck 
at play laſt night. Beſides an hundred piſtoles 
which I had about me, I loſt two hundred more 
on my parole ; and you know of what import- 
ance it is for people of quality to diſcharge ſuch 
debts as thoſe ; they are indeed the only debts 
which we are obliged in point of honour to diſ- 
charge; and we give ourſelves no great concern a- 
bout thereſt: you mult therefore find two hundred 
piſtoles immediately, and ſend them to the coun- 
teſs of Pedroſa.” * Sir, ſaid the ſteward, a 


thing is much ſooner ſaid than done, For hea- 


ven's ſake where ſhall I be able to get that ſum ? 
I cannot finger a ſingle farthing of your tenants, 
let me threaten as hard as I can; and yet I am 
obliged to maintain your family in an honourable 
way, though I find it almoſt impoſſible to ſcrape 
together ſufficient to defray the expence. True, 
indeed, I have hitherto made ſhift : but I am 
now reduced to ſuch extremity that I know not 
what ſaint in heaven to invoke.” „All theſe 
harrangues are uſeleſs, cried Don Matthias. Pri- 
thee do not worry me with your reflections. - Do 
you ſuppoſe, Rodriguez, that I will change my 
diſpoſition, and divert myſelt with looking into 
my own affairs ? An agreeable amuſement, truly, 
for a man of pleaſure like me !” Have a little 
patience, replied the ſteward, for at the rate you 
proceed, I foreſee that you will in a very ſhort 
time be perfectly free from any trouble of that 
ſort.” * You fatigue me, ſaid the young noble- 
man, in a paſſion, you harraſs me. Give me 
leav2 to ruin myſelf imperceptibly; I tell you I 
want two hundred piſtoles; and I muſt have 
them.” „Then, ſaid Rodriguez, I muſt have 
recourſe to the little old man who has already 
advanced you ſome money at high intereſt.” 
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You may have recourſe to the devil if you will, 
anſwered Don Matthias, provided I have the 
two hundred piſtoles, I ſhall give myſelf no far- 


ther concern about the matter.” 


Juſt as he had pronounced theſe words in a haſ- 
ty and diſcontented manner, the ſtæward went away, 
and a young man of quality, named Don Antonio 
Centelles, came in. What is the matter? ſaid he 
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to my maſter, thou ſeemeſt diſſatisfied, my 
friend : I perceive indignation in thy counten- 
ance. What can have made you thus out of hu- 
mour ? J will venture to lay a wager it was the 
man whom I met going out.” © Yes, replied 
Don Matthias, it was my ſteward : every time 
he comes near me, I ſuffer for a quarter of an 
hour, by his talking about my affairs, and ſay- 
ing that I have quite exhauſted my finances. 
Impertinent fellow! he cannot ſay that he loſes 
any thing by me, I am very fure.” „Why, 
upon my honour, ſaid Don Antonio, I am in the 
ſame ſituation ; having a factor as unreaſonable 
as thy ſteward : when the raſcal in obedience to 
my repeated orders, brings money for me, one 
would imagine he gave it out of his own pocket. 
He overwhelms me with reflections. Sir, ſays 
he, you are undone, your rents are ſeized.” — 
Upon which, I am obliged tocut him ſhort, in 
order to put an end to his ridiculous imper- 
tinence.” * The misfortune is, ſaid Don Mat- 
thias, we cannot live without theſe people, be- 
cauſe they are neceſſary evils.” * "They are ſo, 
replied Centelles, but hark'ee, added he, (laugh- 
ing heartily) a whimſical thought is come intomy 
head: a moſt incomparable conception]! by 
which we may convert thoſe ſerious ſcenes which 
we have with them, into mirth; and divert our- 
ſelves with that which now gives us ſo much un- 
eaſineſs. Let me demand of thy ſteward all the 
WG money 
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« money thou ſhalt have occaſion for; while thou 
8 ſhall do the ſame by my manager; then they 
* may moralize as. they pleaſe; we can hear them 
« with great compoſure ; becauſe thy ſteward will 
« ſhew me thy accounts, and my factor will enter- 
* tain thee with mine; I ſhall hear of nothing but 
« thy profuſion, and thou wilt fee nothing but 
„ mine. This will be admirable ſport.” 

A thouſand brilliant ſtrokes ſucceeded this ſally, 
and exceedingly diverted the young noblemen, who 
converſed together with great vivacity; until their 
diſcourſe was inrerrupted by Gregorio Rodriguez, 
who returned with a little old fellow with a bald 
head. Don Antonio would have gone away, ſay- 
ing, Adieu, Don Matthias, I ſhall ſee mu: by 
« and by: at preſent, you have doubtleſs ſome ſe- 
e rious buſineſs to tranſact with theſe gentlemen,” 
Not in the leaſt, replied my maſter, ſtay, it is 
* no ſecret, That diſcreet old gentleman whom 
& you fee, is an honeſt fellow, who lends me mos 
i ney at the rate of twenty per cent.“ How! 
twenty per cent. cried Centelles, with an air of 
{+ aſtoniſhment, Egad, I congratulate thee upon 
© being in ſuch good hands! I am not ſo gene- 
* rouſly dealt with, and may truly ſay that I pure 
«*« chaſe ſilver at the price of gold; I generally bor. 
„ row at the rate of forty per cent.“ Heavens! 
* whatextortion ! exclaimed the old uſurer, do theſe 
te yillains ever think of the world to come? I am 
not at all ſurpriſed that the people exclaim againſt 
* thoſe who lend upon intereſt. It is the exorbi, 
tant uſury which ſome exact, that ruins our ho, 
*+* nour and reputation: if all my brethren wers 
eto act like me, we ſhould not be ſo much reviled; 
* for my ſole view in lending is to ſerve my neigh- 
* bours. Ah! if times were as they have been, I 
would offer you my purſe without any intereſt : 
and truly, in ſpite of the preſent fcarcity, I can 
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* ſcarce prevail upon myſelf to take twenty per 
* cent. But for my part, I believe money has re- 
&« tired again within the bowels of the earth: there 
& is hardly any ſuch thing to be had, for which 
« reaſon I am obliged toretrench my benevolence.” 

Hou much do you want?“ added he, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to my maſter. + I muſt have two 
hundred piſtoles,” replied Don Matthias. Here 
* are four hundred in a bag, ſaid the uſurer, and 
* you ſhall have half of them.” So ſaying, he 
pulled from under his cloak a blue bag, which 
| ſeemed to be the very ſame which the peaſant Ta- 
lego had left with the five hundred piſtoles, in the 
hands of Rodriguez. I knew immediately what to 
think of the matter, and found that Melendez had 
not praiſed the ſteward's underſtanding without ſuf- 
ficient cauſe. The old fellow having emptied the 
bag on the table, began to count the money; my 
maſter was inflamed with the deſire of poſſeſſion, 
at the fight ; and ſtruck with the whole amount of 
the ſum, ſaid to the uſurer, * Signior Deſcomul- 
« gado, I have made a very wile reflection truly 
« What a fool am! to borrow only what is ab- 
« ſolutely neceſſary to diſengage my parole, without 
« conſidering that I have not a penny in my purſe. 
« I thall be obliged to have recourle to you to- 
« morrow; therefore to ſpare you the trouble of 
e coming back, I think it will not be amiſs to pock- 
« et the whole four hundred.” My lord, faid 
« the uſurer, a part of this money was intended 
for a worthy licentiate who has ſome fat benefi- 
ces which he charitably employs in perſuading 
« young girls to retire from the: world, and in fur- 
« niſhing their retreats. But ſince you have occa- 
« fjon for the whole ſum, it is at your ſervice : all 
« that I deſire is ſufficient ſecurity.” Oh! as for 
« ſecurity, ſaid Rodriguez, taking a paper out of 
« his pocket, you ſhall be ſatisfied in that go 


G4. 2,4 8: 199 
« lar: here is an order to be ſigned by Don Mat- 
« thias, for five hundred piſtoles, upon one of his 
&« tenants, called Talego, a rich farmer of Monde- 
« jan.” Very well, replied the uſurer, I never 
« raiſe imaginary difficulties.” Upon which the 
ſteward preſented a pen to his maſter, who without 
reading the order, ſet his name to the bottom, whiſt- 
ling the whole time. 

This affair being ended, the old man took his 
leave of my patron, who ran and embraced him, 
ſaying, © Till our next meeting, Signior uſurer, I 
« am wholly yours: I know not why people of 
&« your profeſſion are branded with the name of 
« raſcals: for my own part, I think you are very 
« neceſſary and ſerviceable to ſociety : you are the 
&« conſolation of a thouſand heirs, and the reſource 
s of all thoſe gentlemen whoſe expences exceed their 
« jncome. * Right, cried Centelles, uſurers are 
% very honeſt fellows, whom we never can ſuffi- 
« ciently honour : I will, in my turn, embrace 
e this worthy gentleman, on account of his twen- 
« ty per cent.” With theſe words, he approached 
and hugged the old man ; and theſe two gentlemen, 
for their diverſion began to puſh him backward and 
forward one to another, like a hall between two 
tennis-players. After he had been toſſed to and 
fro a conſiderable time, they let him go with the 
ſteward, who was more deſerving than he of their 
embraces, and alſo of ſomething elle. 

Rodriguez and his underſtrapper being gone, 
Don Matthias ſent the half of his piſtoles to the 
counteſs of , Pedroſa, by the footman who was pre- 
ſent, and ſecured the reſt in a long, embroidered, 
ſilk purſe, which he generally carried in his pocket. 
Very well ſatisfied with.ſeeing himſelf in caſh, he 
{aid to Don Antonio, with an air of gaiety, What 
„ ſhall we do to day? Let us conſult about it.” 
Lou like a ſenſible man, replied Centelles, 

« with 
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„ with all my heart, let us deliberate.” While 
they were conſidering how to ſpend the day, two 
other noblemen arrived : thele were Don Alexo 
Segiar and Don Fernand de Gambod, both of them 
about the age of my maſter, that is between twenty- 
eight and thirty. Theſe four cavaliers hugged one 
another ſo heartily, that one would have thought 
they had not met for ten years before ; then Don 
Fernand, who was a jovial companion, adddreſſing 
himſelf to Don Matthias and Don Antonio, ſaid — 
Gentlemen, where do you intend to dine to day? 
„If you are not engaged, I will conduct you to a 
* tavern where you ſhall drink nectar. I ſupped 
there laſt night, and came from thence this morn- 
% ing, between five and fix o'clock.” Would 
« to heaven, cried my maſter, that I had done the 
* ſame, for then I ſhou]d not have loſt my money.” 
As for me, ſaid Centelles, I treated myſelf laſt 
* night with a new diverſion ; for I love variety 
« in my pleaſures, as it 1s that alone which makes 
« life agreeable. A friend of mine conducted me 
« to the houſe of a farmer of the revenue, a gentle= 
j man who does his own buſineſs together with that 
« of the ſtate, There I ſaw magnificence and 
« taſte, the entertainment being really elegant. But 
% J was highly diverted with the ridiculous beha- 
« yiour of the tax-gatherer himſelf, who, though 
« the moſt plebeian of his claſs, aſſumed the man 
« of quality : and his wite, though horribly ugly, 
tc affected the airs of a beauty, and ſaid a thouſand 
« filly things, ſeaſoned with the Biſcayan accent, 
« which rendered them ſtill more remarkably fool- 
« jſh. Beſides, there were at table, four or five 
children, with their preceptor ; ſo that you may 
e eaſily conceive how 1 was diverted with this fa- 
+ mily ſupper.” 
% And l, gentlemen, ſaid Don Alexo Segiar, ſup- 


« ped at the houſe of Arſenia the actreſs. We 
at | -« were 


n as 


were fix in all; Arſenia, Frorimonda, with a 
* coquette of her acquaintance, the marquis of 
*« Zeneta, Don Juan of Moncada, and your hum- 
e ble ſervant, We ſpent the night in drinking and 
talking bawdy. Heavens! how delightful! It 
c ig true, indeed, Arſenia and Florimonda have not 
* much genius, but their wantonneſs ſupplies the 
* defects of wit. They are merry, briſk, romping 
e creatures, and are a thouſand times preferable to 
« your preciſe women of underſtanding.” 


CHAP. VV. 


How Gil Blas became acquainted with the walets of the beaus. 
The aamirable ſecret they imparted to him, of acquiring at 
a ſmall expence, the reputation of a man f uit; and the 
ſingular oath which they obliged him, to take, 


N this manner did theſe noblemen continue the 
converſation, until Don Matrhias, whom, in 
the mean time, I was helping to dreſs, was ready to 
abroad. Then he ordered me to follow him, 
and all the beaus together ſet out for the tavern, 
to which Don Fernand de Gamboa had pro- 
poſed to conduct them. As I walked, in the rear, 
in the company of three other valets, (for each of 
the cavaliers had one) I obſerved, not without ſome 
ſurprize, that theſe three domeſtics copied the air 
and manner of their. reſpective maſters. Havin 
ſaluted them as their new comrade, they tin 
the civility, and one among them, after having mi- 
, hutely obſerved me for ſome minutes, ſaid, Bro- 
ether, I perceive that you have never yet ſerved a 
young nobleman.” I have not indeed, an- 
„ ſwered I, for it is not long ſince I came to Ma- 
« drid.” I ſuppoſe then, replied he, that you ſmell 
e ſtrong of the country: you ſeem timorous and 
Vor. I. Dd « aukward, 
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« aukward, and there is a ſtiffneſs in your beka* 
„% your : but, no matter, we will ſoon poliſh you 
„ you may be aſſured,” * I am afraid you flatter 
« me, faid | to him.“ Not in the leaſt, replied 
« he, if you was the greateſt blockhead in the uni- 
& verſe, - we ſhall be able to make you pals,” 

This was ſufficient to make me underſtand 
that my confederates were clever fellows, and that 
I could not be in better hands in order to become 
an accompliſhed geatieman. When we arrived at 
the tavern, we found an entertainment ready pre- 
' pared, which Signiòr Don Fernand had the precau- 
tion to beſpeak in the morning; our malters ſat 
down to table, and we attended to ſerve them: then 
they began to talk with ſo much ſprightlineſs that I 
was delighted to hear them. I was exceedingly di- 
verted with their different characters, thoughts and 
expreſſions : their fire! their ſallies of imagination, 
made me imagine them a new ſpecies of man kind! 
When the deſert was upon the table, we brought 
in a great number of bottles of the beſt Spaniſh 
wine; and left them in order to go and dine by our- 
ſelves, in a little hall where the table was ſpread for 
that purpole, 

I 1oon perceived that my polite companions, had 
more merit than ¶ at firſt imagined: they not only 
aſſumed the manners of their maſters, but even at- 
fected their very language; and the raſcals ſuc- 
cceded fo well, that (the quality air excepted) there 
was no difference: I admired their free and eaſy 
deportment z was delighted with their wit, and de- 
ſpaired of ever being ſo agreeable. The valet of 
Don Fernand, becaule his maſter entertained ours, 
performed the honours of the banquet ; and that 
nothing might be wanting, called the landlord, ſay- 
ing. Maſter Andrew Mantuano, bring us ten bot- 
tles of your very beſt wine, and according to 
« cuſtom, add them to my maſter's bill.” © With 
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« all my heart, replied the landlord ; but, Mr. 
© Gaſpard, you know that Signior Don Fernand 
&« owey me for ſeveral entertainments already; and 
« jf by your means I could touch a little mo- 
& ney” ---- © Oh! ſaid the valet, give yourſelf no 
% concern about what he owes you: I will anſwer 
« for it: my maſter's debts are as good as the 
« Bank: it is true indeed, ſome unmannerly cre- 
„ ditors have ſeized our rents; but we ſhall ſoon 
« obtain a replevy; and then we ſhall diſcharge 
« your bill without ſo much as examining the ar- 
« ticles.” Mantuano brought the wine, notwith-, 
ſtanding the rents were ſeized ; and we drank it in 
expectation. of the replevy. It was diverting enough © 
to ſee us, every moment, toaſting one another, un- 
der the ſurnames of our maſters: Don Antonio's 
valet giving the name of Gamboa to Don Fernan- 
do's ſervant, and Don Fernando's footman honour- 
ing Don Antonio's valet with that of Centelles: 
they called me Silva, and by degrees, we got as 
drunk under thoſe borrowed names, as our maſters, 
to whom they properly belonged. 

Though 1 was not ſo brilliant as my com- 
panions, they did not fail to expreſs their appro- 
- bation of me. Silva, ſaid one of the archeſt 
among them, we ſhall make ſomething of thee, 
my lad: I perceive thou haſt a fund of genius, 
but doft not know how to uſe it to advantage. 
The fear of ſpeaking nonſenſe hinders thee from 
* talking at a venture; and yet, by this alone, a 
* thouſand people now-a-days acquire the reputa- 
tion of wits. If thou haſt a mind to ſhine, give 
the rein to thy vivacity, and riſk every thing that 
comes uppermoſt. Thy blunders will pals for 
* a noble freedom of expreſſion ; and if, after 
having uttered a thouſand impertinencies, one 
* witticiſm eſcapes thee, the ſilly things will be 
1 forgot, the lucky thought will be remembered, 
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* and the world will entertain an high opinion of 
thy merit. This is what our maſters practiſe 
* with ſo much ſucceſs; and every man muſt do 
the ſame, who aſpires to the reputation of a di- 
„ {tinguiſhed wit.“ | 

I was not only too fond of paſſing for a fine ge- 
nius, but the ſecret he had diſcloſed to me ſeemed 
ſo perfectly eaſy, that I was reſolved not to neglect 
it. I put it inſtantly to the proof, and the wine I 
had drank contributed to its ſucceſs ; that is, I 
ſpoke at random, and was ſo fortunate as to throw 
aut, among a great deal of nonſenſe, ſome flaſhes 
of wit, by which I acquired great applauſe. This 


_ firſt aſſay inſpired me with confidence: I collected 


all my vivacity to produce ſome bright ſally, and 
chance befriended me in the attempt. 

Well, ſaid the valet who ſpoke to me in the 
& ſtreet, don't you begin to get rid of your ruſt ? 
% Thou haſt not been above two hours in our 
„ company, and art already quite another creature. 
„Thou wilt improve viſibly every day. See 
* what it is to ſerve people of quality: it elevates 
i the mind; while the being valet to citizens has 
<« a contrary effect.” © DoubtleG, anſwered I, 
« and theretore 1 am determined henceforth to 


* conlecrate my ſervice to the nobility.” „That's 


* nobly ſaid, cried Don Fernando's valet, half-ſcas 
c Oer, it does not belong to your citizens to poſ- 
“ fſels ſuch ſupenor geniuſes as we are. Come, 
6 gentlemen, added he, let us take an oath never 
<« to ſerve ſuch dull fellows, and ſwear to it by the 
river Styx.” We laughed heartily at Gaſpard's 
comical conceit, which we approved of very much, 
and took the burleſque oath with our glaſſes, in our 
hands. | | 
Thus we continued at table until our maſters 
thought proper to retire, which was about mid- 
night; a, circumſtance which my companions * 
gf ed 
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ed upon as an exceſs of ſobriety. It is true, in- 
deed, theſe young noblemen left the tavern ſo early 
only with a view to viſit a famous coquette, who 
lived at the court end of the town, and kept open 
houſe both night and day for men of pleaſure. She 
was between thirty and forty years of age, ſtill ex- 
tremely handſome and entertaining, and ſo conſum- 
mate in the art of pleaſing, that, it was ſaid, ſhe ſold 
the remains of her beauty at a higher price taan that 
which ſhe received for its firſt-Fruits There were 
always two or three other courtezans of the firſt 
rank in her houſe, who contributed not a little to 
the great concourſe of people of faſhion who fre- 
quented it. They played at cards in the afternoon, 
then ſupped, and ſpent the night in jollity and 
drinking. Our maſters continued here till the 
morning, and we alſo, without feeling the time lie 
heavy on our hands; for while they diverted them- 
{elves with the miſtreſſes, we amuſed ourſelves with 
the maids; and at laſt departed all together at break 
of day, every one retiring to his own home. | 
My maſter, riſing as uſual about noon, dreſſed 
himſelf, and went out. I followed him to the houſe 
of Don Antonio Centelles, where we found one 


Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old gentleman, and a 


profeſſed rake. All the young ſparks, who were 
ambitious to become fine gentlemen, put themſelves 
under his tuition ; by which they were formed for 
pleaſure, taught to make a figure in the world, and 
to ſpend their fortunes with a grace ; he himſelf 
being under no apprehenſion of ſquandering away 
his own, for it was gone long before. Thele three 
cavaliers having ſaluted one another, Centelles ſaid 
to my maſter, ** Faith, Don Matthias, thou couldſt 
* not have arrived at a better time; Don Alvaro 
is going to conduct me to the houſe of a citizen, 
* who has invited the marquis of Zeneta and Don 
Juan de Moncada to dinner, and thou fhalt be = 
| ; 54 
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the party.” * What is the name of this citi- 
zen ? ſaid Don Matthias.” © His name is Gre- 
gorio de Noriega, replied Don Alvaro; and [ 
will, in a few words, give you a character of the 
man. Hais father, who is a rich jeweller, having 
gone abroad to negociate his affairs, left him the 
enjoyment of a large income ; but Gregorio is a 
lilly fellow who is diſpoſed to ſpend his fortune, 
in doing which, he affects the beau, and would 
willingly paſs for à man of taſte, in ſpite of na- 
ture. As he requeſted me to take him under my 
direction, I govern him at preſent; and | can aſ- 
jure you, gentlemen, he is in a fair way; his fi- 
nances being already at a pretty low ebb.“— 

I do not boubt i it, cried Centelles : he is already 
almoſt a beggar. Come, Don Matthias, let us | 
make an acquaintance with him, that we may 
have ſome ſhare in his deſtruction.” * With all 
my heart, replied my matter ; it gives me plea- 
fure to ſee the fortune of theſe little upſtart gen- 
tlemen oyerturned, becaule they velitly pretend 
to rival us in ſplendor. Nothing, for example, 
ever afforded me ſo much diverſion as the mis- 
fortune of that tavern-keeper's ſon, who was, by 
his inclination for play, and his vanity in aping 
the great, obliged to part with all, to his very 
houſe.” „Oh! as for him, ſaid Don Antonio, 
he deſerves no compaſſion ; for he is as great a 
coxcomb in his adverſity as he was in his proſ- 

rity.“ 
Centelles and my Maſter repairing with Don 


Alvaro to the houſe of Gregorio de Noriega, Mo- 
gicon and I went thither alſo, both of us delighted 
to find a feaſt going forward, and to have an op- 
portunity of contributing, on our parts, to the 
ruin of a citizen. As we went in, we perceived 
ſeveral people buſy in dreſſing the dinner; and the 
— they were preparing ſent forth a ſavoury 


ſteam , 
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ſteam, that very much prepoſſeſſed the ſmell in 
favour of the taſte, The marquis of Zeneta and 
Don Juan of Moncada arrived, and the citizen 
ſeemed to be a ſtupid booby, who vainly attempt- 
ed to aſſume the carriage of a beau, being a very 
bad copy of theſe excellent originals; or rather a 
downright folemn ſimpleton, who affected an air 
of underttanding. Imagine to yourſelf a man of 
this character in the midſt of five jokers, whoſe 
ſole aim was to exerciſe their raillery upon him, 
and engage him in inſupportable expence. Gen- 
tlemen, {aid Don Alvaro, after the firſt compli- 
ments, I preſent to you Signior Gregorio de No- 
„ riega, as a compleat cavalier. Beſides a thou- 
% {and other excellent qualifications, he poſſeſſes 
* an underftanding fo exquiſnely cultivated, that 
* you cannot ſtart a topic in which he does not 
* ſhine. He is equally ſtrong in every ſubject, 
« from the moſt cloſe and ſubtle logic down to 
„the art of ſpelling.” „Oh! now you flatter 
« me, ſaid the citizen, interrupting him with a 
very fooliſh laugh. Signior Alvaro, | may with 
* more juſtice recurn the compliment, for you 
are, as one may. ſay, a very fountain of erudi- 
„tion.“ „ had no intention, replied Don Al- 
* varo, to fiſh for ſo genteel a repartee; but upon 
„ my word, gentlemen, Signior Gregorio cannot 
fail of acquiring great reputation in 1 the world.” 
„% For my own part, {aid Don Antonio, what | am 
. .* moſt delighted with, and what I greatly prefer 
„ to his knowledge i in orthography, is the judi- 
* cious choice he makes of his company: inſtead 
of confining himſelf to the converſation of citi- 
** Zens, he cultivates acquaintance with none but 
people of faſhion, never regarding the expence 
* attendin There is in this conduct an ele- 
vation Lans and it may be called ſpend- 

ing one's money with taſte and diſcernment.” 
Theſe 
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Thefe ironical praiſes were followed by a thou- 
fand of the ſame ſort, and poor Gregorio was 
tpared by none of them; each of the beaus, in his 
turn, breaking his jeſt, the meaning of which the 
booby did not perceive. On the contrary, he took 
every thing in a literal ſenſe, and appeared very 
happy in his viſitors ; nay, he ſeemed pleaſed with 
being turned into ridicule: and, in ſhort, ſerved 
them. as a butt during the whole time of dinner. 
They continued with him the remaining part of 
the day, and all night long; whilſt we drank at 
diſcretion as well as our maſters; and by the time 
that they took leave of the citizen, we were all in 
an excellent condition. | 


HAF. V. 


Gi! Blas becomes a man of gallantry, and gets atquainied with 


a fine lady. 


AFTER having refreſhed myſelf with ſome 
| A hours of ſleep, I roſe in a very good hu- 
mour; and remembering the advice I had received 
from Melendez, went, before my maſter was awake, 
and preſented my reſpects 'to the fteward, whoſe 
vanity” ſeemed not a little flattered with this in- 
ftance of my regard. He received me very gra- 
graciouſly, and aſked if I was not yet familiarized 
to the way of living practiſed among young noble- 
men. I replied, that though it was yet quite new 
to me, I did not deſpair of being reconciled to it 
in time. | | 

Indeed it became familiar to me very ſoon ; for 
my humour and diſpoſition ſuffered a thorough 
change. From being ſedate and penſive, I became 
4 briſk, blundering coxcomb; and the valet of 
Don Antonio complimented me on my metamor- 
phoſis, ſaying, that there was now nothing wanting 
| - 93 to 
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to make me illuſtrious, but an intrigue; which, he 
affirmed, was abſolutely neceſſary towards finiſhing 
the character of a clever fellow, all our comrades 
being beloved by ſome fair lady, and he alone be- 
ing in poſſeſſion of the good grace of no leſs than 
two women of quality. I believed the rogue told 
a lie, and ſaid to him, Monſicur Mogicon, 
you are doubtleſs a handſome young fellow, and 
poſſeſs a great deal of wit and merit; but I can- 
« not conceive how ladies of quality (eſpecially as 
« you don't live among ſuch) can ſuffer themſelves 
« to be captivated by a man of your condition.” 
„ Why truly, ſaid he, they know not who I am, — 
„I make all my conqueſts in the dreſs, and even 
« in the name of my maſter. III tell you how: 
&« I dreſs tnyſelt like a young nobleman; I aſſume 
« his behaviour, and go out to take the air; | ogle 
& all the women I ſee, till I meet with one who re- 
& turns the leer: I follow her, and find means to 
« ſpeak with her. I call myſelf Don Antonia de 
0 Centelles, and demand an aſſignation, upon which 
e thelady ſtands upon ceremony: I preſs her to com- 
« ply ſhe yields, et cætera. By this conduct, my 
" 4 added he, I have ſucceeded in my intrigues, 
% and 1 adviſe thee to follow my example.” 4 
l was too fond of making a figure not to liſten to 
this advice, and beſides felt no averſion to a love in- 
trigue: I therefore reſolved to diſguiſe myſelt like a 
young nobleman, and go in queſt of amorous adven- 
tures; but as I durſt not dreſs myſelt in our own 
houſe; for fear of being obſerved, | took a rich ſuit 
of cloaths from my maſter's wardrobe, and, makin 
it up into a bundle, carried it to the houſe of a little 
barber, a friend. of mine, where I thought 1 could 
dreſs and undi with more convenience. There 
J adorned myſelf in the beſt manner l was able, the 
barber lending a helping hand, in order to ſet me 
off; and when we imagined it was impoſſible to adi 
Vor. I. Ee to 
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to the elegance of my appearance, I walked towards 

St. Jerome's meadow ; from whence, I was perſwa- 
- ded I ſhould not return without ſucceſs; but before 
I was obliged to go fo far from home, I ſtarted one 

of a very brilliant expectation. | 
As I was croſſing a bye-ſtreet, I faw a lady rich- 
ly dreſſed, and perfectly genteel, come out of a 
fmall houſe, and get into a hackney coach that ſtood 
before the door; upon which, ſtopping ſhort to 
2 I bowed to her in ſuch a manner, as to inform 

r that I was not diſpleaſed at her appearance; and 
ſhe, to convince me that ſhe deſerved my notice {till 
more than I imagined, lifted up her veil for a mo- 
ment, and preſented a moſt agreeable countenance 
to my view: mean while the coach drove off, and 
1 remained 1n the ſtreet, not a little ſtruck with this 
apparition. ** What a charming figure! ſaid 1 to 
*« myſelf. By Heaven this is juſt what I wanted 
to compleat my character. If the two ladies who 
are in love with Mogicon, are as handſome as this, 
*] pronounce him a lucky rogue. I ſhould be 
« happy, had I but ſuch a miſtreſs.” 

During theſe reflections, I caſt my by acci- 
dent towards the houſe from whence I had feen this 
lovely creature come out, and perceived at a par- 
lour-window, an old gentlewoman, who beckoned 
me to come in. 

I flew inftantly into the Houſe, and found, in a 
pretty handſome parlour; this venerable and diſcreet 
matron, who, taking me at leaſt for a marquis, ſa- 
luted me with great reſpect, ſaying, ** I doubt not, 
* Signior, that you have conceived a very bad opi- 
« nion of a woman, who, without being acquainted 
„ with you, invites you into herghouſe : but per- 
« haps you will think more fa#trably of me, 
hen you underſtand that I do not treat every 
« body in the fame manner. But you, I fuppoſe, 
* are a man of family.“ You are not miſtaken, 
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4 my ſoul, ſaid I, (ſtretching out my right leg, and 
« poiſing my body on my left hip) I am, with- 
« out vanity, of one of the beſt families in Spain.“ 
] imagined fo by your appearance, replied ſhe, 
« and I o I am fond of obliging * of qua- 
« lity : that is my foible. I obſerved you through 
“the window, looking very earneſtly (as I ſuppole) 
6 at a lady who had juſt parted from me. Have 
i you a paſſion for her? tell me ſincerely.” © Up- 
& on the honour of a courtier, anſwered I, ſhe has 
% captivated me. I never ſaw any thing more 
« amiable than that angel.---Bring us together, my 
“ dear madam, and depend upon my acknowledge- 
* ment: ſuch good offices rendered to us men 
« of faſhion, ſeldom paſs unrecompenſed.” | 
„I have already told you, replied the old gentle- 
« woman, that I am wholly devoted to people 
« of quality, and am happy in being uſeful to them. 
J admit into my houſe, for inſtance, certain ladies, 
i whom the exteriors of virtue hinder from receiving 
e their gallants at home; therefore, I accommodate 
„ them with my houſe, in order to reconcile the 
« warmth of their completions with the rules 
« of nay x Very well, replied I, and I ſup- 
«+ poſe you have granted that favour to the lady in 
* queſtion ?” No, replied ſhe, this lady is a 
young dowager of quality, who wants a lover; 
« but ſhe is ſo nice in Kc particular, that I know 
not if even-you will pleaſe her, notwithſtanding 
“ your extraordinary merit: I have already pre- 
« ſented to her three ſtout-timbered cavaliers, whom 
*« ſhe treated with diſdain.” By Jove! my dear, 
cried I, with an air of aſſurance, thou haſt no more 
eto do than tq, put me on the ſcent. I will give 
<< thee a pretty account of her, believe me. I 
* Jong to have 4 tete a tete with a ſhy beauty, one 
* of that character having never fellen to my ſhare. 
Well, ſaid the old lady, if you come hither to- 
1 570 e 2 „ morrow, 
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% morrow, about this time, your curioſity may be 
« fatisfied.” * I will not fail, replied I, and we 
& ſhall ſee whether a young nobleman may not en- 
joy the pleaſure of a conqueſt,” WHEL *? 
L I returned to the houſe of the little barber, with- 
out deſiring any other adventures, but very impa- 
tient to ſee the iſſue of this. The next day having 
taken infinite pains to ſet myſelf off, I repaired to 
the old gentlewoman's houſe, an hour before the 
appointment. * Signior, ſaid ſhe, I ſee you are 
« punctual, and am glad of it: for you will be 
« amply rewarded for your trouble. I have ſeen 
«your young widow, and have had ſome conver- 
ſation with her about you. She has forbid me to 

e ſpeak ; but J have conceived ſuch a friendſhip 
for you, that I cannot hold my tongue. You 
© have had the good fortune to make an impreſſion 
* on her heart, and will ſoon be a happy man. 

Between you and I, the lady is a delicious 
* morſel ; her huſband lived with her but a very 
* ſhort time; he fleeted away as it were, like a 
. * ſhadow; ſo that you may almoſt conſider her as 

„ a'maiden.” . | bl. 

The good matron meant, I ſuppoſe, one of thoſe 
ſprightly maidens, who know how to enjoy life 
without the incumbrance of matrimony. 

In a little time, the heroine of the aſſignation arri- 
- ved, in a hackney- coach. as ſhe had done the preced- 

ing day, adorned with all the pomp of dreſs. As 
ſoon as the appeared in the hall, began by five or ſix 
*#-la-mode bows, accompanied with their moſt fa- 
ſhionable contortions; after which, approaching her 
with a very familiar air, Madam, ſaid I, behold 
ts young nobleman, who entreats permiſſion to 
&« kneel at your feet. Your imagę, ſince yeſterday, 
«haz inceſſantly preſented itſelf to my imagination, 
© and expelled a dutcheſs, who had begun to get 
« footing in my heart,” The triumph, r 
* — 22 5 « the, 
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' & ſhe; (taking off her veil) is too glorious for me, 
% and yet | cannot lay | perfectly enjoy it ; for you 
e young men of quality are prone to change, and 
« your hearts, they ſay, are more difficult to keep 
« than quickſilver.” © But my angel, replied I, let us 
« regard the preſent only, and let futurity ſhift for 
« itlelfz you are beautiful, and I am amorous 
“and, if you approve of my paſſion, let us engage 
« without any further reflection, and embark like 
“ ſailors, who think only of the pleaſures, without 
& perceiving the perils of the voyage.“ | 
| 2 threw myſelt, in a tranſport, at the feet 
of my nymph, and, the better to imitate the beaus, 
ardently preſſed her, to complete my happineſs. 
She ſeemed a little moved by my intreaties, but 
thought it was too ſoon to yield; therefore, puſhing 
me gently from her, « Hold, ſaid ſhe, you are too for- 
« ward, and have the air of a libertine ; I'am afraid - 
«you are no better than a downright rake.” O 
„ ty Madam! cried I, ſure you cannot be diſpleaſed 
« at what all ladies of faſhion love: none but tradeſ- 
& men's wives exclaim againſt libertiniſm.“ 4 You 
“are certainly in the right, replied ſhe, and I can- 
not reſiſt ſuch a convincing reaſon. It is in vain, 
* I find, to affect coyneſs with noblemen like you 
sand the women mult advance one halt of the way. 
„ I acknowledge then your victory, added ſhe, 
« (with an appearance of confuſion, as if her modeſ- 
& ty ſuffered in the confeſſion) you have inſpired 
* me with ſentiments which | never experienced 
« before, and I only requeſt to know who you are, 
« that I may determine to chooſe you for my lover. 
] believe you are a nobleman, and, moreover, a 
“ man of honour, But of this I am not affured ; - 
and. however I may be prepoſſeſſed in your fa- 
* your, I am refolved not to beſtow my affection 
on a ſtranger.” “ | 

I then remembered the expedient of Don Anto- 

* | nio's 
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nio's valet, on the ſame occaſions ; and, after his 
example, being willing to paſs for my maſter, 
Madam, ſaid I, I will not conceal from you my 
% name, which I need not be aſhamed to own ;— 
« did you never hear of Don Matthias de Silva?“ 
« Yes, replied ſhe, I have even ſeen him at the houſe 
of a lady, an re of mine?” Although 
J was pretty well ſtocked with impudence, this 
anſwer greatly diſconcerted me; however, I recol- 
lected myſelf in an inſtant, and making an effort of 
genius, toextricate myſelf, Well, then, my l, 
« faid I, you know a gentleman whom I know alſo. 
Since you mult have it, I atn one of the ſame 
“ family; hisgrandfather married my grand-uncle's 
e fiſter-in-law: ſo that you ſee we are very nearly 
related. My name is Don Cæſar, and Lads the 
&* only fon of the illuſtrious Don Fernand de Ribera, 
% who was ſlain fifteen years ago, in a battle chat 
* was fought on the frontiers of Portugal. I could 
« deſcribe the action, which was a very warm one; 
but that would be loſing the precious moments 
* which love prompts us to employ in a more 
««- agreeable manner.” 
I now became more preſſing and paſſionate : but 
all to little effect; the favours which my goddeſs 
. beſtowed upon me, ſerving only to make me ſigh 
after thoſe which ſhe refuſed : but though the bar- 
barous creature got into her coach, that waited at 
the door, I went * very well ſatisfied with my 
fortune, although I vas not yet perfectly 
appy. If, ſaid I to myſelf, I have not been able to 
obtain the height of my wiſhes, it is, becauſe my new 
acquaintance is a lady of rank and delicacy, who 
thinks it indecent to yield to my tranſports, at the firſt 
interview. The pride of her birth has retarded my 
happineſs, which, however, is only delayed for a few 
days. I confeſs indeed, that I had ſome ſuſpicions, 


that the whole affair was a well concerte 1 
l kv ut 
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But I choſe to conſider it in the moſt favourable 


point of view, and to preſerye the advifit 
opinion I had conceived of the lady, whom J 


had agreed to meet again next day; the hope of 
e wiſhes Pn me a taſte, by anti- 


cipation, of aſures to e * 
N Wich ideas full of theſe nlngimage returned 
to the houſe of my barber, changed my 


dreſs, and repaired to my maſter, at a tennis-court, 
where I knew he was. 1 found him engaged in 
play, and even perceived that he had been a winner; 
tor he was none of thoſe matic gameſters, 
who enrich or ruin themſelves, without changing 
a feature. In his proſperity he was full of inſulting 
raille but very moroſe when fortune declared 
— 1 him. Leaving the tennis- court in great 
humour, he went directly to the ce's 
theatre, and I attended him to the play-houſe door, 
where giving me a ducat, Here, Gil Blas, ſaid 
he, ſince 1 have been lucky, thou ſhalt feel 
the effects of it; go, and enjoy thyſelf with 
« thy companions, and about midnight come 
* tome at the houſe of Arſenia, where I am engagetl 
to ſup with Don Alexo Segiar.” So ſaying, 
he went in to the play-houſe, and I began to 
think how I ſhould ſpend my ducat, according 
to the intention of the donor. I was not lo 
in ſuſpence; Clarino, Don Alexo's valet, ap- 
peared all of a ſudden, and I carried him to 
the next tavern, where we regaled ourſelves till 
twelve o'clock ; and from thence repaired together 
to the houſe of Arſenia, where he was likewiſe 
ordered to rendezvous. A little lacquey opened 
the door, and introduced us into a parlour, where 
the waiting- woman of Arſenia and Florimonda ſat 
together, laughing as if for a wager, while their 
miſtreſſes entertained our maſters above. 
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The arrival of two merry fellows, who had 
paſſed the evening jovially, could not be diſagree- 
able to chambermaids, eſpecially to thoſe of the 
actreſſes; but how great was my aſtoniſhment, 
when in the perſon of” one of them, I beheld my 
widow | my adorable widow, whom I believed a 
marchioneſs, or counteſs | She ſeemed equally ſur- 

riſed at ſeeing her Don Ceſar de Ribera meta- 
morphoſed into the valet de chambre of a beau: 
however, we obſerved each other, without being 
diſconcerted; and both, at one time, were ſeized 
with ſuch a violent inclination to laugh, that we 
could not help indulging it. After which, Laura 
(ſo was my princeſs called) taking me aſide, while 
Clarino made up to her companion, very graciouſly 
preſented; her hand, ſaying, ſoftly, * Take it, Don 

+ Cæſar: inſtead of reproaching, let us compli- 
e ment one another, my friend: you performed 
« your part to admiration ; and I did not behave 
« amiſs in mine, What ſay you ? confeſs to me that 
% you took me for one of thoſe fine ladies of 
.« quality, who amuſe themſelves with intrigues.” [ 
« acknowledge it, anſwered I, but whoever you are, 
% my princels, | have not changed my ſentiments 
« with my dreſs : 1 beg you will {till accept of my 
«ſervices, and allow the valet de chambre of Don 
« Matthias to finiſh that which Don Cæſar had 
'« ſo happily begun.” Ves, ſaid ſhe, I love thee 
« ſtill better in thy own character, than in that of 
«* another: thou art juſt ſuch a man as | am a 
« woman, and that is the higheſt commendation I 
« can beſtow: I therefore receive thee into the 
« crowd of my adorers; we ſhall have; no more 
„ occaſion for the miniſtry of the old woman: for 
thou may'ſt come hither with the utmoſt free- 

« dom: we ladies of the ſtage live without con- 
4 ftraint, and mingle helter-ſkelter with the ** 
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& The effects of this communication are ſometimes 
« yery vifible indeed; but the town laughs at 
« them, and our buſineſs, thou knoweſt, is to di- 
vert the town.“ | 

Here we broke off, becauſe there. were others 
preſent, and the converſation became general, 
ſpightly, joyous, and full of high- ſcaſoned double 
entendres. Every one bore a part; Arſenia's maid 
in particular, my lovely Laura, ſhone greatly, and 
diſplayed a great deal more of wit than virtue. On 
the other hand, our maſters and the actreſſes often 
burſt out into immbderate fits of laughter, which 
we overheard, and from which we concluded 
that their converſation was much of the . ſame 
ſtamp with our own. If all the fine things, which 
were ſaid that night at Arſenia's, had been commit- 
ted to writing, they would have compoſed, | believe, 
a treatiſe, very inſtructive for youth. At length 
the hour of retreat, or in other words, the dawn 
arrived, and we were obliged to part. Clarino 
followed Don Alexo, and I attended Don Matthias; 
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N BOUT noon, while my maſter was dreflings 
he received a billet from Don Alexo Segiar; 
requeſting his company at his houſe; whither he 
went, and found with, him, the marquis of Zenetaz 
and another young nobleman, of a graceful appear- 
ance, whom I had never ſeen before. Don 
Matthias. ſaid Segiar to my maſter, (preſenting 
* the unknown cavalier) this is Don Pompeio de 
& Caſtro, a relation of mine, who has been at the 
# court of Portugal almoſt from his infancy : he 
Vol l. EX * arrived 
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arrived at Madrid laſt night, and will ſet out to- 
0 morrow for Liſbon. As he can ſpare me only 
* one day, I am determined to enjoy the, precious 
opportunity, and, in order to make it the more 
* agreeable to him, have ſummoned you and the 
« marquis of Zeneta to my aſſiſtance.“ My maſ- . 
ter and Don Alexo's kinſman embraced and com- 
plimented one another, and I was highly pleaſed 
with the converſation of Don Pompeio, who 
ſeemed to poſſeſs a great ſhare of judgment and 
penetration. 8 La 

Having dined at Segiar's, theſe gentlemen amu- 
fed themſelves at cards, till the hour of going to the 
Play ; and then went altogether to the prince's 
theatre, to fee a new 4 entitled, the Queen 
of Carthage. After the repreſentation of the piece, 
they returned; and ſupped where they had dined: 
the converſation,. at llt turning on the tragedy 
they had ſeen performed, and afterwards upon the 
actors, As for the performance itſelf, ſaid Don. 
Matthias. I have no great opinion of it; it makes. 
* ZEneas ſtill more inſipid than he is repreſented 
*in the Eneid; but every body muſt agree it 
% was incomparably e What ſays Signior 
Don Pompeio ? he ſeems to be of a different opi- 
« nion.“ * Gentlemen, ſaid that cavalier ſmiling, F 
have obſerved that you are ſo muchdelighted with 
your comedians, and, in particular with your 
« actreſſes, that I muſt not dare to ſignify my diſ- 
«* ſent from your opinions.” Tou are much in: 
4 the right, ſaid Don Alexo, in a jocular manner, 
« your cenſures will be very unſeaſonable here; and: 


* you ought to ſhow ſome degree of reſpect for 


& our actreſſes before us, who are the trumpets of 
* their reputation. As we drink with them every 
« day, we can do no leſs than allow them perfec- 
' tion in' their vocation; and even give them 
certificates, if there be occaſion for it.” © I do 
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4 not doubt it, replied his relation, and I dare ſay 
.« you would do the ſame for their morals, ſo great 
ea friendſhip you appear to have for them. 
« 'The comedians at Liſbon, ſaid the marquis 
4 of Zeneta, with a ſneer, are, doubtleſs, much 
e better than ours.”. 4 Yes, certainly, replied 
Don Pompeio ; at leaſt there are ſome of them 
ho are excellent. And theſe, reſumed the mar- 
44 quis; may depend upon your certificate.” * I 
4% have no connection with them, ſaid Don Pom- 
t peio, and as I never enter into their parties of 
< pleaſure, can judge of their merit without preju- 
« dice. But do you really, added he, think your 
* company ſo excellent ?” No, upon my honour, 
ſaid the marquis, I believe no ſuch thing; and 
e provided you give me leave to defend a very 
4 ſmall number of the players, I will readily give 
up all the reſt. Will not you admit that ſhe 
© who played the part of Dido, is an admirable 
« actreſs ? did ſhe not repreſent that princeſs, with 
&« all the dignity and grace which is conformable 
to the idea we have of her? and did not you 
admire her art in engaging the attention of the 
9 ns and making him feel the emotions of 
4 all thoſe paſſions that are expreſſed ? She may 
« befaid to be conſummately ſkilled in all the re- 
* finements of declamation.” I agree, ſaid Don 
% Pompeio, that ſhe knows how to awake and 
touch the paſſions of the audience; no player 
had ever more feeling; and, upon the whole, 
her performance is very fine. But ſhe is far 
from being a perfect actreſs. I was ſhocked 
'« with two or three things in her playing. When 
* ſhe would expreſs ſurprize, ſhe rolls her eyes in 
ſuch an extravagant manner, as very ill hecomes 
14 the deportment of a princeſs. Add to this, 
that in raiſing her voice, which is natural- 
y low, ſhe corrupts the ſweetneſs; of. it, 
A and 
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and produces a very diſagreeable croaking : be- 
« ſides,” in more inſtances than one, ſhe gave the 
0 preateſt reaſon to ſuſpect that ſhe did not very 
well underſtand her part: but this | am inclined 
* to impute rather to inattention than want of 
4 e A „ 
« By what I can ſee, ſaid Don Matthias to 
the critic, you are not the proper man to 
« write a panegyric on our actreſſes.” Pardon 
„ me, replied Don Pompeo, I can diſcaver great 
* talents through their defects. I own I was 
« enchanted wt that actreſs, who performed the 
part of a chambermaid in the interludes : ſhe has 
« 2 fine genius, treads the ſtage gracetully, and 
& every witticum the utters, is ſeaſoned with a 
« ſarcaſtic ſmile, full of charms, which very much 
* enhances the value of what is ſaid. She may 
640 nt „ be blamed for ſome times indulging 
« her fire a little too much, and tranſgreſſing 
« the bounds of modeſt aſſurance. But we mult 
% not be too ſevere; and I could only wiſh that 
4 ſhe would correct one bad habit ſhe has con- 
t tracted. In the middle of a ſerious ſcene, ſhe 
frequently interrupts the performance all of 
ta ſudden, by yielding to a hilly deſire of laugh- 
ing, with which ſhe is ſeized. You will ſay ſhe 
* « 1s. applauded by the pit, even at theſe times: 
<« there,'I confeſs ſhe is fortunate.” | 
« Well, what is your opinion of the men ? 
aid the marquis, interrupting him; ſurely you 
« will fire whole volleys at them, ſince you have 
„ been ſo unmerciful to the women.” No, ſaid 
Don Pompeio, I think you have ſome promi- 
„ ſing young actors among the men, and I am 
4 particularly pleaſed with that fat comedian 
« who acted the part of Dido's prime miniſter : 
& he repeats very naturally, and declaims juſt as 
L they do in Portugal. If he can pleaſe you, 
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1% ſaid Segiar you muſt certainly be charmed 
« with the action of him who performed the 
t part of neas. Is not he a great comedian! 
« an original!“ * Very original indeed ! replied 
the critic, his cadence is quite peculiar, and his 
© tones abundantly ſhrill : he almoſt always de- 
« ſerts nature; hurries over the words which con- 
te tain the ſentiment, and places the emphaſis in 
the wrong place; making pauſes even on articles 
« and conjunctions. He diverted me exceedingly, 
& particularly, when he expreſſed to his confident, 
* the violenge he did himſelf, in abandoning the 
s princeſs; never was grief more comically ex- 
« preſſed.” * Softly, couſin, replied Don Alexo, 
% thou wilt make us believe at this rate, that 
there is not a vaſt deal of taſte at the court 
« of P Doſt thou know that the actor 
« we are ſpeaking of is feckoned a Phcenix ? 
% Didſt thou not hear what thunder claps of a 

4 plauſe he obtained? A certain proof that he is fir 
% from being  contemptible.” That proves 
“nothing at all, anſwered Don Pompeio. Gen- 
ge tlemen, added he, let us not, I beſeech you, 
% lay any ſtreſs upon the applauſe of the pit, 
« which is often very unſeaſonably beſtowed :--- 
* nay, more ſeldom on true merit than on falſe, 
cas Phædrus obſerves, by an ingenius fable, which 
“ I beg leave to repeat, Here it is. 

„The inhabitants of a certain city being aſ- 

e ſembled in public, to ſee pantomimes, there 
was, among the pertormers, a favourite actor 
* whom they inceſſantly applauded. This buffoon 
f* having a mind to end the icene with a new 
$* kind of repreſentation, appeared alone upon the 
* ſtage, ſtooped down, covered his head with his 
“cloak, and, ſqueaking like a pig, acquitted him- 
* {elit ſo well, that the audience actually imagined 
$ he had one under his cloaths: they ordered him 
e A 
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therefore to ſtrip ; which was accordingly done, 
< and nothing appearing, the whole aſſembly thun- 
< dered applauſe. —A peaſant, happening to be one 
< of the ſpectators, ſhocked at theſe expreſſions of 
« admiration, cried,' © Gentlemen, you have no 
< cauſe to be pleaſed with that buffoon; he is not 
„ ſuch an exquiſite actor as you imagine: I can 
play the pig better than he, and, if you doubt it, 
<4 come hither again to morrow at this hour. The 
people, prepoſſeſſed in favour of their panto- 
<. mimes, re- aſſembled the next day in greater num- 
© hers, rather to hiſs the peaſant than ſee what he 
could do. The two rivals appearing on the ſtage, 
the buffoon began, and was applauded more 
than ever: then the cou an ſtooping in his 
turn, and muffling his head in his cloak, pinched 
< the ear of a real pig, which he held under his 
arm, and made it ſqueak moſt piercingly ; the 
audience ſtill gave the preference to the panto- 
« mime; and hooted the peaſant, who, immediate- 
4 ly producing the pig to the ſpectators, * Gentle. 
< men, ſaid he, it 1s not me whom you cenſure; 
it is the pig himſelf: what excellent judges ye 
<< Couſin, ſaid Alexo, thy fable is rather too ſe- 
« vere: but notwithſtanding thy pig, we will not 
give up our opinion. Let us _ the diſ- 
* courſe,” added he, I am weary of this ſubje&. So, 
thou wilt.depart to-morrow, in ſpite of my ear- 
<«< neſt defire to enjoy thy company a little longer?“ 
« I wiſh 1 could make a longer ſtay in Madrid, 
« replied his kinſman, but it is not in my power. 
a ve already informed you, that I came to the 
4 court of Spain, about an affair of ſtate; and at 
4 my arrival yeſterday, had an audience of the 
prime miniſter, whom I ſhall ſee again to-morrow 
4 morning; immediately after which, -I ſhall ſet 
« out on my return to Liſbon.” Thou art be: 
33 "ap | come 
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come altogether Portugueſe, ſaid Segiar, and pro- 
« bably wilt never return to live in Madrid.“ 1 
«believe 1 ſhall not, anſwered Don Pompeio, fot 
* am ſo happy as to be eſteemed by the king of 
« Portugal; and enjoy a great deal of pleaſure at 
&« his court. But notwithſtanding his kindneſs to 
« me, would you believe that I have been on the 
„ point of. quitting his dominions for ever?” 
„ Pray acquaint us with the reaſon! ſaid Don 
* Alexo. With all my heart, anſwered Don 
% Pompeio; and I will alſo relate to you the ſtory 
* of my life,” 


CHAP. VIL 
The hiſtory of Dow Pompeio de Caſtro. 


ON Alexo, continued he, knows that while I 
was yet a boy, I reſolved to carry arms; and 
that ſeeing our own country in profound peace, I 
went to N from whence | paſſed over into 
Africa with the duke of Braganza, who gave me a 
commiſſion in the army under his command. Being 
a younger brother of very ſmall fortune, I was un- 
der a neceſſity of ſignalizing myſelf in ſuch a manner 
as to attract the notice of the general; and I per- 
formed my duty ſo well, that the duke promoted 
me, and put me in a condition to ſerve with ho- 
nour. After a long war, the iſſue of which you all 
know, I attached myſelf to the court; and the king, 
upon the recommendation of the general officers, 
rewarded me with a conſiderable penſion. Senfible 
of this monarch's generoſity, I loſt no occaſion of 
manifeſting my gratitude by my aſſiduity; and was 
always in atrendance at thoſe hours in whuch people 
are permitted to pay their reſpects; by which means, 
I inſenſibly acquited the eſteem: of that prince, who 
_ honoured me with new favours. 


Having 
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Having one day diſtinguiſhed myſelf at the ring; 
and a bull-fight that preceded it, the whole court 
commended my ſtrength and addreſs; and when I 
returned home, loaded with applauſe, I found a bit: 
let, importing that a lady, the conqueſt of whom 
ought to flatter nie more than all the honour I had 
that day acquired, requeſted to converſe with me; 
and that I would in the twilight repair to a certain 
place that was deſcribed. This letter afforded me 
more pleaſure than all the praifes I had received, 
and I concluded that the perſon who wrote it, muſt 
be a lady of the, firſt quality. You may eaſily ſup- 
poſe that I fle to the rendezvous, where an old wo- 
man being in waiting, to ſerve as a guide, introduced 
mne by a little garden-door, into a great houſe, and 
ſhut me in a rich but ſmall apartment, ſaying, 
« Stay here till J inform my miſtreſs of your arri- 
« val.“ I perceived a great many curious things 
in this apartment, which was illuminated by a great 
number of wax candles; but my ſole view in con- 
ſidering its magnificence, was to confirm myſelf in 
the opinion I had already conceived of the lady's 
rank. If all that I ſaw ſeemed to indicate that ſhe 
was a perſon of the firſt quality; when ſhe appeared, 
T was convinced of it, by her noble and majeſtic air. 
But I was miſtaken. 8 
„ Signior cavalier, ſaid ſhe, after the advances 1 
have made, it would be ridiculous to attempt to 
concceal the tender ſentiments 1 have for you; 
„Which, however, were not infpired by the me- 
kit you have this day ſhewn before the whole 
«© court. That only has haſtened the diſcovery : 
I have feen you more than once, and enquired 
into your character, which pleaſed me fo much, 
«that [determined to purſue my inclination, Do 
not imagine, added ſhe, that you have made a 
£<- conqueſt of ſome ducheſs. I am no other than 
s the widow of an officer of the king's guards: . 
. r wha 
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« what makes your victory ſtill more glorious, is 
«. the preference I give you to one of the firſt no- 
« blemen of the kingdom, The duke of Almeyda 
« is in love with me, and neglects nothing to in- 
« flame me with a mutual paſſion; but hitherto 
& he has been unſucceſsful, and it is from vanit 
« alone that I ſuffer his addreſſes.” | 
Though I perceived by her diſcourſe that I had 
to do with a coquet, I thought myſelf very much 
obliged to fortune for this adventure: Donna Hor- 
tenſia (fo was the lady called) was ſtill in the prime 
of youth; and I was dazzled with her beauty : be- 
ſides, ſhe offered me the N „. of a heart which 
would not yield to the addreſſes of a duke. What 
a triumph for a young Spaniſh cavalier! I accord- 
ingly threw myſelf at her feet, thanked her for her 
generolity, ſaid all that a man of gallantry could 
utter on ſuch an occaſion, and ſhe had reaſon to be 
fatisfied with the tranſports of my gratitude. We 
parted in the moſt affectionate manner, after having 
agreed to ſee one another every night on which ſhe 
ſhould be diſengaged from the duke of Almeyda, 
and this ſhe punctually promiſed to advertiſe me of; 
in which the did not tail, fo that, in a word, I be- 
came the Adonis of this new Venus. 5 
But the pleaſures of life are far from being eternal ! 
Whatever meaſures the lady could take to conceal 
our correſpondence from my rival, he did not fail to 
get notice of the whole of what it was ſo muchour in- 
tereſt to keep from his knowledge. A diſſatisfied 
chambermaid informed him of the affair; and that 
nobleman, naturally generous, but withal haughty, 
jealous, and paſſionate, was enraged at my preſump- 
tion: rage and jealouſy: took poſſeſſion of his ſoul 
and following the dictates of his fury, he reſolved 
to avenge himſelf of me in a moſt infamous manner. 
One night, while I was with Hortenſia, he waited 
for me at the little garden-door, attended by all his 
Vor. I. G g footmen, 
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footmen, armed with clubs; and as ſoon as I came 
out, ordered theſe wretches to ſeize me, and cudgel 
me to death. Strike, ſaid he, and let the auda- 
„ clous villain periſh under your hands; for thus 
* am I reſolved to puniſh his infolence.” He had 
no ſooner uttered theſe words than his people af- 
| faulted me all together, and gave me ſo many blows, 

that I lay ſtretched upon the ground deprived of 
. denſe and motion. After which, they retired with 
their maſter, who had regaled himſelf with this piece 
of barbarity; and l remained as they left me, du- 
ring the reſt of the night. At break of day ſome 

eople happened to — and perceiving ſtill ſome 

ite in me, were fo charitable as to carry me to the 
houſe of a ſurgeon ; luckily my wounds were not 
mortal, and I fell into the hands of a ſkilful artiſt, 
who cured me perfectly in two months: after which 
] repaired again to court, and reſumed my former 
manner of living, except that I never went back to 
Hortenſia, who on her part took no ſtep to ſee me 
again, becauſe, on thoſe terms, the duke had par- 
doned her infidelity, 

My adventure being univerſally known, and no- 
body ſuſpecting my courage, every one was aſtoniſh- 
ed to ſee me as tranquil as if I had not received an 
affront: for J imparted my thoughts to no man liv- 
ing, and ſcemed to be totally void of reſentment : 
the people did not know what to think of my feign- 
ed inſenſibility. Some ſuppoſed that, notwithſtand- 
ing my courage, the rank of my antagoniſt kept me 
in awe, and obliged me to digeſt the injury: others, 
with greater reaſon, ſuſpected my ſilence, and look- 
ed upon the peaceable appearance I put on, as a de- 
ceinki calm. Of this opinion was the king, who 
did not take me for a perſon who would leave ſuch 
an outrage unpuniſhed ; but believed I would not 
fail to revenge myſelf as ſoon as a favourable oppor- 
. tunity preſented itſelf. That he might know — 
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ther or not he gueſſed my ſentimets aright, he 
called me one day into his cloſet, where he ſaid, 
«© Don Pompeio, | am no ſtranger to the acci- 


dent which has happened to you, and am, I 
confeſs, ſurpriſed at your tranquility, which 
muſt certainly be diſſimulation.“ *< Sire, replied 
I, I know not who was the aggreſſor, having 
been attacked in the dark by perſons unknown; 
I muſt therefore, conſole myſelf for the miſ- 
fortune as well as I can.” No, no, replied 
his majeſty, you mult not think to impoſe upon 
me with that evaſion, which is all diſſembled : J 
have been informed of the whole affair; the 
duke of Almeyda has given you an unpar- 
donable affront. You are a gentleman, and a' 
Caſtilian, and 1 know what theſe qualities de- 
mand of you. You have formed a reſolution 
to avenpe yourſelf, Communicate your ſcheme 
to me. I inſiſt upon it---and be not afraid 
that you ſhall have cauſe to repent of making 
me your confident.” | 
« Since your majeſty commands it, ſaid I, I' 
will diſcover my ſentiments. Yes, Sire, I in- 


tend to take vengeance for the affront which I 


have received. Every one who bears the name 


« of a gentleman is acountable for it to his family. 
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You know the unworthy treatment I have ſuf- 
fered ; and I purpoſe to aſſaſſinate the duke of 
Almeyda, to revenge myſelf in a manner ſuitable 
to the offence; I will either plunge a poniard' 
in his breaſt, or ſhoot him through the head, 
and eſcape, if I can, into Spain. This is my 
reſolution.” It is a violent one, ſaid the king, 
but | cannot condemn it, after the outrage which, . 
the duke of Almeyda has committed upon you, 
He deſerves the chaſtiſement you relerve for 
nim: but do not haſtily execute your enterpriſe. 
Leave it to me to find out an expedient for 
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bringing you to an accommodation.“ “ Ah, 
« Sir! cried I, greatly chagrined, why did you 
« oblige me to reveal my ſecret ? What expe- 
„% dient can“ „ If I do not find one to your ſa- 
* tisfaCtion, ſaid he, you may put your reſolution 
in practice. I do not intend to abuſe the confidence 
ce — have repoſed in me, and will by no means 
* betray your honour. So that you may make 
*« yourlelt perfectly caly on that ſcore.” 

| was greatly at a loſs to know in what man- 
ner the king intended to terminate this affair in 
an amicable manner: the method he took was as 
follows. In a private converſation with the duke 
of Almeyda, My lord, ſaid he, you have in- 
* jured Don Pompeio de Caſtro; and as you are 
not ignorant of his being a man of illuſtri- 
„ ous birth, and a gentleman whom I eſteem on 
account of his faithful ſervices, you ought to 
give him ſatisfaction.” © I am not of an humour 
« to refuſe it, anſwered the duke; if he complains 
« of my wrath, I am ready to do him juſtice in 
* the field.” Lou muſt give him another ſort 
„ of reparation, replied the king, a Spaniſh gen- 
< tlemen underſtands the point of honour too well, 
to fight openly with a fecret aſſaſſin. I can give 
« you no other name, and you cannot expiate the 
„ indignity of your action, in any other manner, 
than by preſenting your enemy with a cane, 
% and ſubmitting to a retaliation.”  - O heavens ! 
« cried the duke, what, Sir! would you have a: 
% man of my rank condeicend to humble him- 
s ſelf before a ſimple cavalier, and ſubmit himſelt 
«. to be caned,” No, replied the monarch, I will 


make Don Pompeio promiſe that he will not 


<« ſtrike you. Only aſk pardon for the violence 

you committed, and preſent him with a cane--- 

that is all I expect of you.“ „ And that is 

too much for your majeſty to expect from / 6 
« 
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« ſaid the duke, in ing him haſtily; I will 
« rather continue ed to the ſecret ſhafts of 
« his revenge.” © Your life is dear to me, ſaid 
the king, and my deſire is that this affair may 
« have no fatal conſequences. To bring it to a 
« concluſion the leſs diſagreeably for you, I will 
« be the only witneſs to that ſatisfaction which 
I inſiſt on making to the Spaniard.” 

The king had occaſion to exerciſe all his 

over the duke, to bring him to this mortifying 
condeſcenſion. However, he ſucceeded; and after- 
wards ſending for me, related the converſation he 
had had with my enemy, and aſked if I would be 
fatisfied with the reparation agreed upon between 
them. I anſwered in the affirmative, and gave 
my word and honour, that far from ſtriking the 
+ offender, I would not even accept of the cane 
«he ſhould preſent to me.” Things being regu- 
lated in this manner, the duke and I, one day, went 
at a certain hour to the king, who ſhutting him- 
ſelf up with us in the cloſet, Come, ſaid he 
to the duke, acknowledge your fault, and deſerve 
« forgiveneſs.” Upon this, my 52 made his 
apology, and preſented me with the cane he had 


in his hand. Don Pompeio, ſaid the monarch . 


to me, take the cane, and let not my preſence 
deter you from ſatisfying your injur nour : 
* I acquit you of the promiſe you made, not to 
« ſtrike the duke.” < No, Sir, anſwered I, it is ſuf- 
« ficient that he ſubmits to be beaten; an injured 
6 Spaniard aſks no more.” Well, replied the 
& king, fince you require no other ſatisfaction, 
« you may now enjoy the privilege of a regular pro- 
« ceſs: meaſure your ſwords, and determine your 
«+ quarrel like men of honour.” lt is my ardent 
« wiſh! cried the duke of Almeyda, with pre- 
cipitation, and it is that alone that can conſole me 
for the ſhameful condeſcenſion I have made.? 
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At theſe words he went away full of rage and 
confuſion, and two hours after, ſent to acquaint me 
that he waited for me in a private place. Thither 
I repaired, and found him in a humour to fight 
heartily. He was ſome what under forty, and want- 
ed neither courage nor 1kill; ſo that the match 
was about equal. Come, Don Pompeio, ſaid 
„ hes let us decide our difference here: we both 
« have-reaſon to be exaſperateq; to the higheſt pitch; 
*« you, for the treatment you have received at my 
© hands: and I, for having aſked your pardon.” 
With. theſe words, he drew upon me fo ſudden]y, 
that 1 had not time to make any reply; and 
puſhed with great vigour; but I had the good 
tortune to parry all his thrufts, and attacked him 
in my turn; 1 found I was engaged with an an- 
tagoniſt who knew how to defend, as well as to 
aſlault; and I know not what might have happen- 
ed, if he had not made a falſe ſtep in retreating, 
and fallen backward. I ſtopt immediately, and 
bid him riſe, he anſwered, Why do you ſpare 
« me? TI am injured by your mercy.” «I will 
% not wrong my honour ſo much, ſaid I, as to take 
the advantage of your misfortune ; get up orice 
« more, and let us renew the combat.” . 
Don Pompeio, ſaid: he, riſing, after this in- 
<« ſtance of your generoſity, honour will not per- 
mit me to uſe my {word againſt you. What 
« would the wet #2 of me it I ſhould kill you? 
« I ſhould be deemed a coward, who had taken 
« the life of a perſon who had given me mine. 1 
<« can, therefore, no longer engage with you, and 
El feel: the warm tranſports: of gratitude ſucceed 
_ <&.. thoſe furious emotions which reigned within my 
<« breaſt. - Don Pompeto, added he, let our hatred 
* ceale. Let us even go farther---Jet us be friends.“ 
« By heaven, my lord, cried I, I embrace the pro- 
&« poſal with joy! I vo the ſincereſt friendſhip ; 
; : | cc an 
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« and as the firſt mark of it, promiſe never to 
6 ſet foot within the door of Donna Hortenſia, even 
« though ſhe. thould deſire to ſee me. It is I, 
« ſaid he, who muſt yield that lady to you- -You 
« have a ee claim to her, ſince her inclination 
« is fixed upon you.“ No, no, cried J, (inter- 
« rupting him) you love her, and the favours which 
« ſhe might beſtow upon me, would render you 
60 unhappy 3 I ſacrifice them, therefore, to your 
« repole.” Ah, too generous Caſtilian! replied 
* the duke, locking me in his arms, I am charmed 
„with your ſentiments | What remorſe do th 
« produce within me? With what concern---wi 
« what ſhame and confuſion, do I reffect on the 
« outrage you received ? The ſatisfaction I gaye 
you in the king's cloſer, ſeems now inadequate ; 
„will make a better reparation for the injury, 
« and in order to efface the diſhonour of it entirely, 
& [ offer one of my nieces to you in marriage; ſhe 
4 js a rich heireſs not quite fifteen, and, is ſtill 
« more beautiful than young.“ 2 

I expreſſed my acknowledgment to the duke in 
ſuch terms, as the honour of entering into his alli- 
ance inſpired; and in a few days, actually married 
his niece, The whole court congratulated: him on 
his generoſity to a gentleman whom he had loaded 
with diſgrace, and my friends rejoiced with me, 
on the happy concluſion of an adventure which 
ſeemed to promiſe a more melancholy iſſue. Since 
that time, gentlemen, I live agreeably at Liſbon, 
beloved by my wife, tor whom | have the tendereſt 
affection ; the duke of Almeyda gives me every 
day freſh proofs of his triendſhip; and I dare 
boaſt of being in the good graces of the king 
of Portugal ; the importance of this my journey 
to Madrid, which I undertook by his order, being 
a ſufficient evidence of his eſteemmm. 
105 CH AE. 
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c AP. VIII. 
What accident obliged Gil Blas 20 jack a new place. 


UCH was the ſtory that Don Pompeio recoun- 
ted, and which the valet of Don Alexo and ! 
overheard, though they had taken the precaution 
of ſending us away beſore it was begun. but in- 
ſtead of retiring, we ſtopt at the door, which we 
had left half open, and from thence loſt not a 
word of what was ſaid. After this, the company 
ſet in to drinking, but their debauch did not laſt 
till day; becauſe Don Pompeio, who was to at- 
tend the prime miniſter in the morning, was deſirous 
of a little reſt. Accordingly, the marquis of Ze- 
neta and my maſter, took leave of him, and left 
him with his kinſman, 

We went to bed for this time, before the morn- 
ing, and Don Matthias, when he waked, inveſted 
me with a new employment. Gil Blas, ſaid he, 
take r. and ink, and write two or three letters 
« which I will dictate; henceforward thou art my 
*« ſecretary.” Good, (ſaid -I to myſelf) another 
addition to my functions: as a lacquey, I follow 
my maſter” every Where; as a valet de chambre, 
help him to dreſs; and write under him as his ſe- 
cretary z heaven be praiſed | | act like Hecate, in 
a threefold capacity. * Thou knoweſt not, added 
« he, what I am about; which is briefly this.--- 
But be fecret--for thy life ſhall anſwer it. As 
I ſometimes meet with people who boaſt of their 
«« ſucceſſes in love intrigues; 1am reſolyed, in order 
to excel them all, to have teigned letters from wo- 
men always in my pocket, which | will read on all 
* ſuch occaſions, This will aFord me ſome . 
12 5 | Hon, 
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« fion, and I ſhall be happier than thoſe of my 
« acquaintance, who. acquire conqueſts only for 
« the pleaſure of making them public; for [ will 
« publiſh thoſe which 1 have not had the trouble' 
« to make; but remember to diſguiſe thy hand 
« jn ſuch a manner, that the billets may not all 
« appear to be written by the ſame hand.“ | 

I immediately took paper, pen, and ink, and ſat 
down to obey Don Matthias, who at firſt dictated 
a love-letter in the following terms: 


«x OU was not at the place of aſſignation to 
T night, Ah, Don Matthias! what can you 
ce fay in your juſtification ?- How'much have I been 
* miſtaken, and how juſtly have I been puniſhed 
for having the vanity to ſuppoſe that you would 
« ſacrifice all the amuſements and buſineſs of the 
* gay world, to the pleaſure of ſeeing Donna Clara 
ede Mendoza.” | 

- The next billet he made me write, was in the 
name of a lady, who preferred kim to a prince; 
and the laſt, from one who aſſured him, that, if ſhe 
could rely upon his diſcretion, ſhe would make a 
voyage with him to the iſland of Cytherea. He was 
not fatisfied with dictating theſe fine epiſtles: he 
obliged me alſo to ſuſcribe them with the real names 
of ladies of quality. Upon which I could not help 
obſerving, that I thought it a very delicate affair 
but he deſired me to keep my advice to myſelf, 
till he ſhould have occaſion toaſk it : I was therefore 
obliged to execute his commands in ſilence. This 
being done, he. got up, dreſſed, put the letters in 


his pocket, and went out; and 1 attended him to the 


houſe of Don Juan de Moncaday who had invited 
five or ſix gentlemen of his friends to dinner. 

The entertainment was ſumptuous, and mirth, 
the beſt ingredient in all banquets, ei during 


the repaſt. All the gueſts contributed to enliven 
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the converſation; ſome by raillery, and others by- 
relating,exploits of which they themſelves were the 
heroes. My maſter, unwilling to loſe ſo fair an- 
opportunity of acquiring honour by the letters he 
made me write, read them aloud, with ſuch an 

air of aſſurance, that (his ſecretary excepted) every 
body ſeemed to believe them genuine.---Amon 
the gentlemen, before whom he was guilty of this 
effrontery, there was one Don Lope de Velaſco, a. 
ſedate man, who, inſtead of rejoicing, like the reſt 
of the company, at the ſucceſs of the reader, cold- 
ly aſked if the conqueſt of Donna Clara had coſt- 
him dear. Almoit leſs than nothing, replied Don- 
Matthias: ſhe made all the advances. Having 

feen me in the Park, I had. the . to. 

5 1 her; upon which, I was followed home by: 
her order, having learned who I was, ſhe wrote 
to me, appointing an * at her own- 
„ houſe in = night, when all the family. ſhould. 
be a- bed. I obeyed the ſummons, and was in- 

troduced to her apartment. What followed, 
] am too much of a gentleman to relate.“ 

At this laconic detail, the lord of Velaſco imme- 
diately changed cauntenance, and it was not difficult 
to perceive. what concern he. had in the lady in 
_ queſtion,  * All. theſe billets, ſaid he, darting a 
furious look at my, maſter, are abſolutely falſe, 
« andeſpecially-that.which you boaſt of having re- 
<« ceived from Donna Clara de Mendoza: there is 
* not a more. virtuous young lady in all Spain. A. 
« gentleman, not your inferior either in birth or. 
<« perfonal merit, has done every, thing in his 
« power, during two. whale years, to make an im- 
_ «- prefſion on her heart; and ſcarce has he been. 
„ able to obtain the moſt innocent favours, tho? 
« he has reaſon to flatter. himſelf, that, if ſhe was 
capable of granting any other kind of indulgence, 
it would be to him alone.“ Good heaven] wiv 
% | | a Jays. 
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«ſays any thing to the contrary ? replied Don 
„Matthias, with an air of raillery.---1 agree with 
„ you that ſhe is a lady of honour; and, for my 
« part, I am a young fellow of honour ; conle- 
«. quently you ought to believe, that nothing which 
« was not very honourable paſſed between us.“ 
„Ah! this is too much, (cried Don Lope, inter- 
« rupting him: ) jeſting a;part, you are an impoſtor. 
Donna Clara never made an aſſignation with you 
« at night; and I will not ſuffer you to ſully her 
« reputation.---I have too much diferetion to ſay 
% more at preſent.” Having thus expreſſed him- 
ſelf, he looked ſternly at the whole company, 
and retired in ſuch a manner, as to make me 
imagine this affair would have very bad conſe- 
quences. My'maſter, who was courageous enou 
for a nobleman of his character, deſpiſing the threats 
of Don Lope, * What a filly fellow! cried he, 
+ burſting intoarfit-of laughter: your knights: er- 
„rant pretended only to maintain the beauty of 
« their miſtreſſes; but he, forſooth, muſt vindicate 
the chaſtity of his, This appears to me til] 
more extravagant.“ 
Velaſcoꝰs retreat, which was in vain oppoſed by 
Moncada, did not at all diſturb the banquet : the 
cavaliers, without taking much notice of it, conti- 
nued their mirth, and did not part till five o'clock 
the next morning, when my maſter and I went 
home to bed. I wag exceedingly drowſy, and ex- 
ꝓected to enjoy a ſweet repoſe; but 1 reckoned 
without my hoſt, or rather without our porter, 
ho came and waked me about an hour after, tell- 
ing me, there was a young man at the gate, who 
wanted to ſpeak with me. Ahl curſe thee for 
'*'a porter, cried I, r doſt thou conſider 
that I have but juſt now got to bed? Tell the 
** young man that I am aſleep, and order him to 
'*.come another time.“ He muſt ſpeak with 
n Hh 2 you 
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« you immediately, replied he, for he aſſures me 
4+ that his buſineſs will admit of no delay.” Ar 
' theſe words I got up, and putting on my breeches 
and doublet only, went to the door, curling all the 
way I went. Friend, faid I to the youth who 
« waited for me, let me know, if you vleaſe, what 
« prefling affair procures me the honour of ſeeing 
« you ſo early in the morning?“ 4 I have a letter, 
„ {ajd he, for Don Matthias, to be delivered into 
* his on hand. He muſt ſec it immediately; for 
„it is of the utmoſt conſequence. to him: 1 
you will therefore conduct me into his chamber. 
Thinking it treated of ſome very important affair, 
1 took the liberty of waking my malter: „I aſk 
pardon, ſaid I to him, for interrupting your re- 
«< pole; but the importance“ What do you 
want t cried he haſtily: upon which the young 
man who accompanied me, ſaid, My lord, I have 
« a letter for you from Don Lope de Velaſco.” 
Don Matthias took the letter, opened it, and hav- 
ing read it, ſaid to Don Lope's valet, © Hark'ce, 
my lad, I would not riſe. before noon to male 
one in the beſt patry of pleaſure that ever was 
64. propoled ʒ is it therefare to be expected that I 
ſhall rife at fix o'clogkip the marping 18 fn; 
„Thou may'ſt tell chy maſter, if be will be in 
« the ſame place at half an hour after twelve, we 
40 ſhall fee each other.” So. ſaying, he ſunk dawn 
in his bed, and fell aſleep again in an. inſtant. 
Between eleven, and. twelve he roſe, and, dreſſing 
with great compoſure, went out, telling me he 
would diſpenſe with my attendance; but I was too 
curious to know the conſequence} to obey him. and 
PE walked at a convenient diſtance behind 
im to St. Jerome's meadow, where I perceived Don 
Lope de Velaſco, waiting for hie with fury in 
his countenance. The better to obſerve them, I 
concealed myſelf, and, from afar, could fee them 


meet, 
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meet, and immediately begin to fight. The com- 
bat was long, each, in his turn, having puſhed at 
his antagoniſt with great vigour and addreſs : but 
victory declared for Don Lope, who run my maſ- 
ter through the body, and, leaving him ſtretched 
upon the ground, made off, very well ſatisfied with 
the revenge he had taken. I ran up to the unfor- 
tunate Don Matthias, whom I found ſenſeleſs, and 
almoſt lifeleſs. I was melted at the ſight, and could 
not avoid ſhedding tears, at a death of which 1 had 
been an involuntary inſtrument.—-Notwithſtand- 
ing my grief, however, I did not forget my own 
little concerns; but haſtily returned home, where, 
without ſpeaking a ſyllable of the matter, T made 
up 'a bundle of my cloaths, among which I threw, 
by miſtake, ſome of my maſtet's moveables; and 
hen I had carried it to the barber's houſe, where 
I had pate my intriguing ſuit, I publifhed 
through the whole city the fatal accident of which 
} was a witneſs : I told it to every body who gave 
me the hearing, and, in. particular, took Care to 
inform Rodriguez of what had happened. He 
ſeemed leſs afflicted "with the news, than buſied 
about 'the meaſures he was to take on the occaſion, 
Having aſſembled the ſervants, he ordered” them 
to follow him; and repairing in a body to St. Je- 
rome's meadow, we took up our maſter, who, 
though he till breathed, died in about three hours 
after he was carried home. Thus periſhed Don 
Matthias de Silva, for having at an unſeaſonable 
time, taken it into his head to read counterfeit 


238 The ADVENTURES cr 


C H A P. IX. 


"Of the perſon in whoſe ſervice Gil Blas engaged, after the death 
| ef Den Matthias de Silva, 


Few flaps after the funeral of Don Mat- 
1 thias, all his ſervants being paid and diſmiſ- 
Ted, I fixed my abode in the houſe of the little 
barber, with whom I began to Jive in the ſtricteſt 
Friendſhip z and there I promiſed myſelf more plea- 
ſure than with Melendez. As I did not want money, 
I was in no hurry to ſeek after a new place; beſides, 
I was become nice in that particular, and reſolved 
to ſerve none but the Jan for the future; for 
which reaſon J intended to examine narrowly into 
whatever vacancy, ſhould happen, believing, that 
there Was none too good for me; ſo much did 1 
| N the valet of a nobleman preferable to all 
i c. -. * or ya ee? en 

In the mean time, till fortune Jhauld preſent ſuch 
a family as I thought, I nierited, I thought nothing 
could be more agreeable than to conſecrate my 
leiſure. to my hanqſome Laura, whom 1 had not 
beheld ſince the night we were both ſo pleaſantly 
undeceivecd.---I durſt.not dreſs in the. ſuit of Don 
Caeſar de Ribera, which, unleſs I had aſſumed it 
for a diſguiſe, would have made me paſs for a down- 
right madman : hut my own, was ſtill very decent, 
and being very well equipped in ſtockings, ſhoes, 
and hat, I adjuſted myſelf, with the barber's aſſiſ- 
cance, in a middle way between Don Cæſar and Gil 
Blas, and in this condition repaired to Arſenia's 
houſe; where, finding Laura alone, in the room 
where I had ſeen her before, ſhe no ſooner per- 
ceived me than ſhe cried, ** Ha! are you there? 
I thought : had loſt_you.---Seyen,or eight days 
42H ale 
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u are paſſed ſince I gave you the permiſſion of 
« yiſiting me: I perceive you do not abuſe the li- 
« berties in which the ladies indulge you.“ 

I excuſed myſelf on account of the death of my 

maſter, and the buſineſs in which I had been en- 

aged; and politely added, that even in the midſt” 
of my troubles, the. beautiful Laura had ſtill kept 
poſſeſſion of my heart. If that be the cauſe, ſaid 
« ſhe, I will reproach you no-more; but candidly 
« own, that 1 have allo thought of you: and as. 
« ſoon as I was informed of the misfortune of Don 
« Matthias, formed a project which perhaps will 
4 not diſpleaſe you.---Some tune ago I heard my 
« miſtreſs ſay, that ſhe wanted to have a kind of x 
« ſteward in the houſe; a young man who ſhould un- 
derſtand cconomy, and keeꝑ an exact account of 
« the money diſburſed for houſekeeping.” I have 
* caſt my eyes on your lordſhip, and believe you 
« are capable of the employment,” „ perceive, 
« anſwered .I, that I ſhould acquit myſelf in it mar- 
«. yellouſly well; for. I have read Ariſtotle's Oeco- 
«. nomics ; and as to keeping accounts, it is m 
chief excellence, But, child, added I, there is 
one objection to my engaging in Arſenia's ſervice; 
« ...What can that be?” ſaid Laura, „I have 
„ ſworn, replied.I, never to ſerve a plebeian: nay, 
« I have ſworn by Styx; and if Jupiter himſelf 
durſt not violate that oath, judge if a valet ought 

not to regard it.“ Whom doſt thou call ple- 
« hejans? ſaid the chambermaid, with an air of 
% giſdain: Doſt thou rank actreſſes with the wives 
of counſellors and attorneys ? Know, friend, that 
e the ladies of the ſtage are not only noble but 
«+ moſt noble, by the alliances they contract with 
men of quality.” 

* If that be the caſe; ſaid I, my princeſs, I may 
* deign to accept of the place for which you have 
& propoſed for me, without derogating from the 
IF | " « dignity 
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** dignity of my reſolution.” **Certainly, replied 
% ſhe, to paſs from the family of a beau into the 
* ſervice of a theatrical heroine, is ſtill to continue 
in the ſame ſphere of life; for we rank in all re- 
<< ſpecs. with perſons of quality: we keep equipa- 
„ges like them; we live as well as them, and upon 
** the whole we are entitled to the ſame eſteem in 
4 civil life.“. Really, added ſhe, if we conſider 
* a marquis and a player, through the courſe of 
* the day, we ſhall find them upon a pretty equal 
e fqoring; for, adinitting that the marquis, during 
* three-parts of the day, is, by virtue of his blood, 
< ſuperior to the player; the player, during the re- 
e maining part, is raiſed ſtill more above the mar- 
quis by the character of an emperor or king 
* whom he repreſents.” This, in my opinion, inveſts 
eus with ſuch nobility and "grandeur as to put us 
on a footing with the firſt people at court.” .O 
truly, replied I, you are, without contradiction, * 
< on a level with the courtiers. I was miſtaken ! 
« Players, I find, are not ſuch vagabonds as I 
„ imagined; and you fire me with inclination to 
« ſerve ſuch honourable people.“ * Well, then, 
* ſaid ſhe, come hither again in two days: I require 
* no more time to diſpoſe my miſtreſs for thy re- 
*«. ception. I will ſpeak to her in thy behalf; and 
* as I have fome intereſt with her, have no doubt 
but thou wilt be admitted into her ſervice* 

I thanked Laura for her friendſhip, and aſſured 
her that I was penetrated with gratitude, which I ex- 
preſſed with ſuch tranſports as 'would not permit her 
to doubt of my ſincerity.---We maintained a pretty 
Jong converſation together, and it would have laſted 
longer, had not a little page come to inform my 

princeſs that Arſenia wanted her; upon which we 
parted. I quitted the houſe of this actreſs, in the 
ſweet expectation of living in it at my eaſe, in a 
very ſhort time; and did not fail to return at the 
time 
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time appointed. I was juſt expecting thee, ſaid 
% Laura, in order to aſſure thee, that thou art now 
«* one of the houſhold : come, follow me, and [ 
« will preſent thee to my miſtreſs.” She then 
conducted me into an apartment, compoſed of 
five or ſix rooms on a floor, each more richly fur- 
niſned than the other. 

Heavens! what luxury and magnificence ! I be- 
lieved myſelf in the palace of a  vice-queen z or 
rather _ imagined I ſaw all the riches in the world 
collected together in one place: for there was 
variety of things produced in different nations 
and this apartment might properly be termed 
the temple of ſome goddeſs, ro whom every tra- 
veller preſented an offering of the rarities of his 
country.---I perceived the divinity ſeated on a large 
fattin couch, charming to the eye, and ſleek with 
the ſteams of ſacrifice : the was in à genteel diſha- 
bille, and her fair hands were engaged in preparing 
a new head-dreſs, in which ſhe was to perform 
that evening. Madam, ſaid her maid, here is 
e the houſe-ſteward I mentioned, I can affure 
« you, that you will not find one more ſuitable to 
« your-purpoſe.” Arſenia looked at me very at- 
tentively, and 1 had the good fortune to pleaſe her. 
* Aha! Laura, cried ſhe, thou haſt brought a 
* pretty young fellow. I forſee that I ſhall be 
every well ſatisfied with him. Then addreſſing 
herſelf to me, Child, ſaid ſhe, I like your ap- 
* pearance, and ſhall ſtrike a bargain at a word: 
* 1t you ſerve me well, you ſhall have no cauſe to 
* complain.” I anſwered, that my whole ſtudy 
and endeavour ſhould be to give her ſatisfaction : 
and ſeeing that we were agreed, I went to fetch my 
22 and was immediately inſtalled in my new 

ce. 
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n 
Which is not much longer than the forrgoing. 


T bcing near play-time, my miſtreſs ordered 
Laura and me to follow her to the theatre. We 
went accordingly to her dreſſing room, where ſhe 
put off her oy dreſs, and took another more 
magnificent for her appearance-on the ſtage. The 
curtain being drawn, Laura conducted me to a 
place, where we could ſee and hear the actors 
perfectly well, and fat down by me. I was diſ- 
uſted at the greateſt part of them, becauſe Don 
Pom io had prejudiced me againſt them. Seve- 
ral, however, were very much applauded, and 
among theſe, there were fome who reminded me of 
the fable of the pig. 
Laura acquainted me with the names of all the 
actors and actreſſes as they preſented themſelves 
and, not contented with this, the ſatirical baggage 
alſo drew their characters as they — „ This, 
« ſaid ſhe, is a ſimpleton.-That fellow is a brute : 
« and that minx whom you fee, with an air infi- 
« nitely more lewd than engaging, is called Roſar- 
« da; a very bad acquiſition for the company 
«6. ſhe ſhould be enrolled in the troop that is raiſing 
« by order of the vice-roy of New-Spain, to be 
« tranſported forthwith into America. Obſerve 
« that luminous conſtellation advancing ; that fair 
« ſetting fun, known by the name of Caſtilda: if 
„ ſhe had exacted a ſtone from each of her lovers, 
« as a princeſs of Egypt is ſaid to have done here- 
« tofore, ſhe could have raiſed a pyramid which 
& would have reached the third heaven.“ In ſhort, 
Laura gave no quarter: her wicked tongue did not 
eyen ſpare her own miſtreſs. 
7 * | Never- 
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Nevertheleſs I will confeſs my weakneſs: I was 
charmed with my chamber-maid, though her cha- 
racter was not morally good. She ſatirized ſo agree- 
ably, that I was even in love with her malice, 
Between the acts ſhe got up, to go and ſee if Arſenia 
wanted her; but inſtead of returning immediately to 
her place, ſhe amuſed herſelf behind the ſcenes, in 
liſtening to the ſoft tales that were related by the 
men. followed her, for once, to obſerve what 
paſſed, and I perceived that ſhe had a great many 
acquaintances ; having reckoned no leſs than three 
comedians, who, one after another, ſtopt to con- 
verſe with her, and ſeemed to treat her with great 
familiarity, This was far from being agreeable to 
me, who feeling, for the firſt time, what it was to 
be jealous, returned to my ſeat ſo penſive and me 
lancholy, that Laura obſerved it as ſoon as ſhe 
came back. What is the matter with thee Gil 
« Blas? ſaid ſhe, with ſurprize. What gloomy 
« dzmon has taken poſſeſſion of thee ſince I parted 
from thee ? thou ſeemeſt ſorrowful and dejected.“ 
« Not without neaſon, my princeſs, anſwered I; 
you have a little too much vivacity in your be- 
% haviour: I have obſerved you with the comme- 
e dians,” © A pleaſant cauſe of melancholy, 
« indeed ! ſaid ſhe, laughing. Why ſhould that 
give thee any uneaſineſs? Truly thou art a perfect 
e novice : but thou wilt ſee many other 8 
things among us, and muſt accuſtom thyſelf to 
our eaſy way of lite.---Harbour no jealouſy, 
child; for that, among comedians, is looked 
% upon as very ridiculous: therefore we have 
none of it. Fathers, huſbands, brothers, uncles, 
* and couſins, with us, are the moſt complaiſant 
* perſons upon earth, and frequently make tems 
« porary marriage , ſettlements for their own 


family.“ | 
Tiz After 
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After having exhorted me to take offence at na- 
_ thipg, but to look upon every thing with x ja. GEE 

ſhe declared that I was the happy mortal who had 
found the way to her heart; and aſſured me, that 
I ſhould always remain the object of her affections. 
On this aſſurance, which however I might have 
diſtruſted, without the imputation of being too ſuſ- 

icious, I promiſed never more to be alarmed, and 

ept my word for that very evening I ſaw her in 
cloſe converſation, and heard her laugh heartily 
with ſeveral different men. The play 15 50 over, 
we went home with our miſtreſs, where Florimonda 
ſoon after arrived, with three old noblemen and an 
actor, to ſupper. Belides Laur and I, there were 
of ſervants in the houſe, a cook maid, a coachman, 
and a page, who all joined in preparing for ſupper, 
The cook, who was no leſs dexterous than dame 
Jacintha, was aſſiſted by the coachman in dreſſing 
the victuals; while the chambermaid and page laid 
the cloth, and I decorated the buffet with the fineſt 
plate, and leveral cups of gold, whichwere offered to 
the goddeſs of the temple. I ſtored it likewiſe with 
bottles of the choiceſt wines, ſerving in my own 
perſon as cup-bearer, to convince my miſtreſs that 
I could turn my hand to any thing. The deport- 

ment of the actreſſes, during the repaſt, filled me 

with admiration : they aſſumed airs of importance, 
and imagined themſelves women of the firſt rank, 

Far from addreſſing the noblemen with the title of 
your excellence, they did not even give them that 
of your lordſhip; but called them ſimply by their 
names: it is true, indeed, that theſe very noble- 
men had rendered them ſo vain, by ſuffering them 
to be fo familiar.---As for the comedian, like a 
player uſed to perform the hero, he treated them 
without ceremony, drank to their health, and main- 
tained, as one may ſay, the upper end of the 7 
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« Upon my ſoul, ſaid I to myſelf, when Laura de- 
« monſtrated the equality of the marquis and 
« player in the day-time, ſhe might have added, 
« that they are ſtill more ſo in the night, ſince they 
« ſpend it thus in drinking ſo ſociably together.“ 
Arſenia and Florimonda, naturally wanton, ut- 
tered a thouſand amorous expreſſions, mingled with 
ſmall favours and toyings, which were exquiſitely 
reliſned by theſe old finners. While my miſtreſs 
amuſed the one with a little innocent ribaldry, her 
friend, ſitting between the other two, did not act 
the Suſanna with them. While I was conſidering 
this picture, which had but too many charms for 
one of my age, the deſert was brought in: upon 
which I ſet wine and glaſſes on the table, and went 
to ſupper with Laura, who waited for me. Well, 
« Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, what, is thy opinion of thoſe 
« noblemen thou haſt ſeen ?”---* They are, doubt- 
« leſs, anſwered I, adorers of Arſenia and Flori- 
« monda.” * No, ſaid ſhe, they are old letchers, 
« who viſit courtezans without being attached to 
them, and ſolicit only ſmall compliances, paying 
« very generouſly for trifling favours they receive. 
« Thank heaven ! Florimonda and my miſtreſs 
« are at preſent without lovers; I mean ſuch 
« lovers as aſſume the huſband, and want to engroſs 
« all the pleaſures of the houſe, becauſe they ſup- 
« port the expence of it. For my own part, I am 
very glad it is ſo; and I aver that a ſenſible 
6 _ ought to fly theſe ſorts of engagements. 
« Why _ ſhe ſurrender her liberty to a maſ- 
ter? *Tis better to acquire an equi nn 
25 oy penny, than have . at "x ine. N 
hen Laura was in a ſpeaking humour, (which 
was generally the caſe) words coſt her nothing. 
Heaven! what a volubility of tongue was ſhe 
miſtreſs of l ſhe related to me a thouſand adventures 
which had happened to the actreſſes of the prince's 


company z 
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company; and I concluded, from her converſation, 
that | could not have been better ſituated to become 
perfectly acquainted with vice. I was unhappily 
of an age when this does not create much horror , 
and the chambermaid painted theſe irregularities ſo 
artfully, that I beheld only the delicious fide of 
them. She had not time to relate the. tenth part of 
the exploits of the actreſſes; for ſhe had ſpoke 
but three hours, when the noblemeñ and player 
withdrew with Florimonda, whom they conducted 
to her own houſe. 

When they were gone, my miſtreſs giving me 
money, ſaid, ** There, Gil Blas, are ten piſtoles 
* to go to market to-morrow morning: five or 


* fix, of our gentlemen and ladies are to dine | 


„with me; you muſt therefore take care to have 
every ming in great plenty.” Madam, anſwered 
« J, with this ſum, VII en to entertain the 
« whole troop.“ F CES Arſenia, be 
* ſo good as to correct your expreſſions :* you muſt 
not call them the troop, but the company. We 
« .fay a troop of thieves, a troop of beggars, and a 
** troop of authors; but learn to ſay a company of 
„ comedians. The corps of actors, in Madrid 
« eſpecially, deſerve to be called a company.” I 
afked pardon for having uſed ſuch a diſreſpectful 
term, and moſt humbly-entreated ſhe would excuſe 
my ignorance ; proteſting that, for the future, when 
T ſhould mention the gentlemen actors of Madrid 
in a collective manner I would always call them 


the company. £1 | 


CHAP: 
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HAP. XI. 


How the comedians lived together ; and their treatment of authors. 


Went to market the next morning, in order to 
1 begin my office of butler; and as it was a 
meagre- day, I bought, by order of my miſtreſs, 
ſome good fat pullers, rabbits, partridges, and other 
wild fowl ; for as the gentlemen players were not 
perfectly ſatisfied with the behaviour of the church 
towards-them, they did not think proper to adhere 
ſcrupulouſly to its commandments.---I brought 
home more victuals than would have ſufficed a 
dozen | honeſt gentlemen, for the whole three days 
in carnival time; fo that the cook had work enough 
for the whole morning. While ſhe prepared the 
dinner, Arſenia got up, and remained at her toilet 
till noon, when Signiors Roſimiro and Ricardo (two 
actors) arrived: Conſtantia and Celinaura (two 
actreſſes) arrived ſoon after: and at laſt Florimon- 
da appeared, accompanied by a man who had all 
the appearance of a. finiſhed coxcomb. His hair 
was tied behind in a very foppiſh manner, his hat a- 
dorned with a plume of green feathers, his breeches 
ſmooth and ſtraight, and his ſhirt, which was very 
fine, was bordered with an handſome lace, difplayel 
at the ſlaſhes of his doublet. His gloves and hand- 
kerchief were contained within the hilt of his ſword, 
and he wore his cloak in a very peculiar taſte, |, 
Though he was genteel, and well made, I no 
ſooner faw him, than remarking in him ſomethi 
ſingular, I ſaid to myſelf, © This gentleman mull 
certainly be an original.” I was not miſtaken ; 
for he was a mam of a very extraordinary charac- 
ter. As ſoon as he entered Arſenia's apartment, he 
| ran 
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ran with open arms, and embraced the actreſſes and 
actors, one after another, with geſtures ſtill more 
extravagant than thoſe of the beaus. My opinion 
was not altered when l heard him ſpeak; for he made 
affected pauſes, and pronounced his words with great 
emphaſis, accommodating his looks and geltures to 
the ſubject. I had the curioſity to aſk Laura who 
that gentleman was, * I don't wonder, ſaid ſhe, 
« at thy enquiry : it is impoſſible to ſee and hear 
« Signior Carlos Alonſo de la Ventoleria, for the firſt 
time, without feeling the ſame emotion. I will 
« give you a faithful portrait of him. In the firſt 
c place, he has been a player; but quitted the ſtage 
through caprice, and now repents in earneſt. His 
«* black hair, which thou ſeeſt, is dyed, as well as 
« his eye-brows and whiſkers z for he is older than 
cc Saturn: but as his parents, at his birth, neglect- 
ed to have his name inſerted in the pariſh regiſter, 
e he takes the advantage of their omiſſion, and 
« calls himſelf younger than he is by twenty good 
< years at leaſt. He is moreover, the moſt ſelf-con- 
« ceired fellow in Spain, though he ſpent the firſt 
% ſixty years of his life in the groſſeſt ignorance ; 
„but in order to become learned, he employed a 
« preceptor, who has taught him to ſpell in Greek 
« and Latin. Beſides, he has got an infinite num- 
« ber of excellent ſtories by heart, which he has 
« repeated and vouched ſo often, that at length he 
« actually believes them to be true. Theſe he 
ec introduces colatinually into converſation, and it 
% may be truely faid, that his wit ſhines at the ex- 
« pence of his memory. He has the character of 
85. be a great actor, and I piouſly believe it; but 
« nevertheleſs I will confeſs that he does not pleaſe 
me. I hear him repeat ſometimes in company, 
and, among other defects, I think his pronunciation 
too much affected, and his voice ſo tremulous, 
that it gives an antic and ridiculous air to his 
« declamatian.” & 

Such 
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. Such was — — ſweet· heart drew of 
ths honarArY ſage players who was really in his de- 
rtment the moſt ty mortal I had ever be- 
fold... He played the orator, too, and did not fail 
to produce len his budget two; or ſtorjes, 
which he yttezxed with a ſtudied air of ſolemnity. 
On che other hand, che actreſſes and actors, who did 
not come there to hold their tongues, were not ſilent .: 
they began to talk of their abſent comrades, but not 
in a very charitabie manner, it muſt be confeſſed: 
this-muaſt, howexer, be pardoned in . well 
Rae ink ce The gonverſation, therefore, kind- 
ag their neighbours: You cannot gueſs, 
ſes, ſaid Roſimoro, a new. piece of fine of 
a dear confederate Ceſarino. He this morning 
OLE chaſed ſilk ſtockings, ribbons and lace, which 
axdexed, a page to bring to the rehearfal, as if 
« ſent by a certain.counteſs.” Such a piece of 


< knayery: L (ſaid Signior de Ventoleria, =h a ſil- 
is h ridiculous fimper) there was no ſuch deceit in 
11 my time : ve never dreamt of compoſing ſuch 
1 ſtories i the ladies of quality, indeed, {paces wa 
10 the invention by making the purchaſe thenzſelyes : 
« it was their fancy. „ Zooks, ſaid; Ricardo, 
they have that fancy tin and was I permitted 
| „ gpexplain myſelf ut we muſt be ſilent on theſe 
+ {arg of adventures, eſpecially when: ppc of 
he certain rank ane concerned. 25 
4, Gentlemen, ſaid Horimonda, eh 
have done with your intrigues, if you pleaſe, they 
„ are well known to all the world, and let us talk 
9 — Amenia, . They ſay that nobleman who has 
pent ſo much money upon her, has at laſt de- 
9 520 her. Ves, certainly, cried Conſtantia, 
| and T1) tell you more, ſhe has laſt a little citizen, 
4, whom. ſhe would certainly have ruined. I know 
« the particulars of the whole affair: her Mercury 
4: "* comics terrible blunder, by carrying to the 
Vox. 8 K k I nobleman - 


25 The ADVENTURES of 
nobleman a letter ſhe intended for the citizen; and 
* s ng the latter the billet intended for the lord.“ 
heſe are heavy loſſes; my dear, rephed Flori- 
Cc —_— 1 e for nobleman, replied 

» Co tia, it is of no reat conſequence 3 vp 
<«/ ſpetit almoſt his whok eſtate: but the han 
« 1 but juſt began his career, and had never 
ſſed-through'proper' hands 3" which i much'ro 
lamented.“ 

2 this manner they nia before 
dinner, and their converſation turned on the ſame 
ſubjects while they were at table. But as I ſhould 
never have done, if I undertook to repeat all the 
expreſſions of malice and folly, Which were uttered, 
I hope the reader will exeuſe me for fupf reſſing 
than; in order to deſcribe the reception of à poor 
devil of an author, who came in toward the end 
of the repaſt. | {S072 WI g: YO ING! 

Our page came in, and ſaid Abd to his miſtreſs, 
ou 2 am, a man in marvellous foul linen, bedag. 

gled all over, and who, ſaving your ——ĩ 
* 1 much like a poet, wants to ſpeak 
16 Aich you.” Shew him up, anſwered Arſenia, 
don't ſtir eee it is only an author.“ Sure 
enough it was an author, whole' tr had been 
received, and v hõ⁰ had brought a part for my miſ- 
treſs to perſorm. He was called Pedro de Moya, 
and, as he entered, made five or ſix profound bow; 
to the company, ho neither roſe nor returned his 
compliment. Arſenia only anſwered his profulioh 
of civility by a ſlight inclination'of her head.” "He 
| advanced into the room, trembling and confuled, 
and let his hat and gleves fall; Which having taken 
up; he approached my miſtreſs, and- preſented to 
cher a paper; with more reſpect than that of a couti- 
ſellor, when he delivers s petition to a judge; ſay- 
ing, © Be ſo good, Madam, as to accept of this part, 
which I take the-liberty v to > offer; "She" receiy. a it 
| in 
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in a cold and diſdainful manner, without even deigh- 
ing to anſwer his'compliment. 

This behaviour, however, did not. diſcourage our 
author, who embracing the ee to diſtri- 
bute the different parts of his play, gave one to 
Roſimiro, and another to Florimo! „ho did 
not treat him with-more civility than Arſenia had 
done. On the contrary, the player, naturally very 
obliging, as theſe gentlemen commonly are, inſult- 
ed him with the moſt ſatirical railery, which 3 
de Moya felt, but durſt not retort, leſt his 
ſnould ſuffer for his imprudence. He retired, 
fore, without ſpeaking, but I perceived that he bay 
greatly chagrined at his reception; and I believe 
that in the bitterneſs of his reſentment, he did not 
fail to curſe in his heart, the players, as they de- 
ſerved ;; and they, when he = gone, began to 


ſpeak. of authors with 1 Signior Pe- 
5 dro de Moya, ſaid lorimonda, did not ſeem to 
4 go away well ſatisfied.” 


% Pſhaw, Madam, cried Roſimiro, let not that 
6 make you uneaſy: authors are not worthy our 
notice; if we ſnould treat them on an equal foot- 
1 ing. it would ſpoil them. I know theſe upſtart 
8 they would ſoon forget themſelves. 
| us therefore always treat them like ſlaves; 
and we need not fear that we ſhall tire their pa- 
« tience : for though their diſpleaſure may detach 
them from us ſometimes, the fury of writi 
* will bring them back again, and — will thi = 
« themſelves exceedingly happy, provided we deign 
** to. repreſent their performances.” * Your re- 
* mark is juſt, ſaid Arſenia, we only loſe: thoſe au- 
<4 thors whoſe fortunes we have made: for as ſoon 
as we have procured them an handſome indepen- 
* dence, idleneſs takes poſſeſſion of them, and they 
work no more. UID the Ny do not 


break 


- 
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break their hearts upon the ocaſion, and the pub- | 
lic is no loſer by their indolencs'”? '' | 

Theſe curious obſervations were much applaud- 
ed, and at was determined; that authors; | aotwith- 


ſtanding the ill treatment they received from the 
comedians, owed: . thing to them, who there- 


fore claimed the ſu 8 ricy over them, and certain · 
ly they r- ee ere err U | 


CH A P. XII. 


Gil Blas 4 ads a — matters, * binſlf 
to the pleaſures of a; comic life; ee 3 be is 
rene 2 n 10 b 


HE company remained. at table until the hour 
arrived of you ng to the theatre. Thither 


they all went t I followetl, and once more 
ſaw the play, which er me ſuch pleaſure, that 
I reſolved: to take the ſame opportunity every day. 
In this I did not fail, —— became recon- 
— — yo = ſuch is the force of cuſtom: I 
delighted with thoſe who ranted 
ak 2 —.— moſt upon the N nor 
was I at all ſingular in my taſte. 
The werit of the pieces affected me no leſs than 
the manner of repreſentation: I was quite tranſ- 
ported with ſome of them; and among the reſt, was 
prodigiouſly fond of thoſe where all the cardinals 
or the dozen peers of France — I re- 


member-that in two days, I a whole 
comedy entitled, the 0 Rades The Roſe, 
who was queen, had the Violet for a confidante, 


and the Jeſſamin for — uſher. I thought nothing 
could be more ingenious than theſe performances, 


which I imagined did PR honour to the taſte 
of our nation. 0 


I not 
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I not only adorned my memory with the moſt 
ſtriking path from theſe dramatic maſter- pieces; 
but I {et about bringing my taſte to perfection; to 
accompliſh which, I liſtened with a greedy attention 
to every thing the players ſaid. If they commend- 
ed any performance, I eſteemed it; and whatſo- 
ever met with their diſapprobation, was immedi- 
ately deſpiſed by me. I thought they were as {kil- 
ful in plays, as jewellers are in diamonds. Never- 
theleſs, Pedro de Moya's tragedy had great ſucceſs, 
« notwithſtanding they had prognoſticated its damna- 
tion. But even this could not make me ſuſpect their 
judgment; and I choſe rather to believe that the 
public wanted comtnon ſenſe, than to doubt of the 
infallibility of the company. J was aſſured, how- 
ever, from all quarters, that thoſe new pieces of 
which the players had but an indifferent opinion, 
were uſually' very much applauded ; and that on 
the coturary, thoſe which they received with appro- 
bation, were generally hiſſed by the audience, I 
was told that it was a maxim with them to judge 
erroneouſly of the works that was preſented to them; 
and, was informed of a thouſand inſtances where 
the ſucceſs belied their determination; but all theſe 
| Proofs were for ſome time inſufficient to diſabuſe * 
my underſtanding. 
I ſhall never forget what happened one day, at 
the firſt repreſentation of a new comedy, which the 
players had pronounced dry and tedious, , and ac- 
tually thought they ſhould not be permitted to 
75 through with it. In theſe ſentiments they per- 
formed the firſt act, which meeting with great 
applauſe, greatly aſtoniſhed them. The ſecond act 
was ſtill better received than the firſt : upon which 
the actors were confounded, *+ How the devil! 
«* ſaid Roſimiro, is it poſſible that this comedy 
* ſhould take? At laſt they performed the third 
act, which was better received than the two for- 


mer. 
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d 


mer. „I cannot comprehend the meaning of 
« this ! faid Ricardo. We imagined this perform 
« ance would not pleaſe---yet. every body is 
„ charmed with it!“ „Gentlemen, ſaid one of 
them, with great ſimplicity, the reaſon is, becauſe 
« there are a thouſand ſtrokes of wit in the per- 
« formance, which we have not obſerved.” 

I no longer, therefore, conſidered players as ex- 
cellent judges, but became a 1785 appraiſer of their 
merit: and, indeed, they juſtified to a tittle, all 

the ridicule they met with from the world: ſome of 
the actors and actreſſes were giddy with applauſe: 
and conſidering themſelves as objects of admira- 
tion, thought they conferred à favour on the 
public, when they condeſcended to play. I was 
fhocked at their faults, but WW 0 too well 
pleaſed with their manner of life, and I plunged into 
debauchery. How could it be otherwiſe ? Their 
converfation was deſtructive to youth, and all I ſaw 
contributed to ang my morals : had I been 
yr of what paſſed at the houſes of Caſilda, 

-onftantia, and the other players, that of Arſenia 
alone” was fufficient to undo me: for beſides the 
old noblemen 1 mentioned, there came thither, 
beaus, young heirs whom uſurers enabled to ſpend 
money, arid fornetimes farmers of the revenue, were 
admitted. who, far from being gratified for their 
preſence, as they are in their own aſſemblies, were 
obliged to pay extravagantly for their reception. 
Florimonda, who lived in the neighbourhood, 
dined and ſupped every day with my miſtreſs ; and 
people were ſurpriſed at the friendſhip that ſeemed 
to unite them. It affored matter of aſtoniſhment 
to ſee coquets live together upon ſuch friendly 
terms; and'every body imagined that ſooner or la- 
ter they would quarrel about ſome gallant. ' But 
the world was very much miſtaken concerning theſe 
friends, who were joined by the moſt ſolid 1 — 

| | a 
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Instead of being jealous of each other, like other 
women, they lived in common; and choſe rather 
eo ſhare the ſpoils, than fooliſhly diſpute about the 
hears or inclinations'sf the men. 
Laura, by the cxatnple of theſe illuſtrious aſſoci- 
ates, alſo. made the beſt of her youth: and it was 
| eB 125 1 s ſhe rs told me Lys 1 ſhould 

behold ſtrange things: however, I affected to be 
rfectly elf becauſe L Had promiſed to adopt che 
Fredo ind unconcer of ap yer on ſuch occaſions: 
1 diſſembled thus for ſeveral days, contetiting myſelf 
with aſking the names of the men with whom I found 
her particularly engaged. She always aſſured me 
it was an uncle or couſin. Heavens, what a crowd 
of relations ſhe had ! Sure, her family was more 
numerous than that of king Priam : and the jade 
did not even confine herſelf to her uncles and cou- 
ſins; but alſo went frequently abroad to allure 
ſtrangers, by acting the widow of quality at the 
houſe of the old woman whom I have already men- 
tioned. In ſhort, Laura (to give the reader a juſt 
and preciſe idea of her) was as young, as handſome, 
and as einm her miſtrefs, who had no other 
advantage over her, than that of publickly divert- 
ing the town. I was borne down by the torrent 
for three weeks, during which I gave myſelf up to 
all manner of debauchery : but at the ſame time, 
I muſt obſerve, in the midſt of my pleaſure, I was 
frequently ſeized with ſentiments of remorſe that 
proceeded from my education, and embittered al 
my enjoyments. Vice could not get the better of 
theſe warnings, which augmented in proportion as 
I became more debauched ; and- by effect of a 
happy diſpoſition, I began to abhor the diſorders 
af a theatrical life. Wretch that thou art! ſaid 
I to myſelf, is it thus thou fulfilleſt the expectation 
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of thy family ? Was is not enough. to elude it 
chooling another employ ment thanthat oa toe 
Does thy ſervile e Kinder thee from living 
like an honeſt man ? or does it become thee * — 
among ſuch N me of 74 

ſeſſed by envy, avarice 
have baniſhed every os. 

abandoned. to HY CA ſlath ; WT kes i 
an excels of pride and infolence. My reſolu 
fixed; I will no 2 age. tel, 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAP. T 


Gil Blas mot being able to reconcile himſelf to the irregularities of 
the aftreſſes, quits the ſervice of Arſenia, and gets into a more 
reputable family. ow 


REMNANT of honour and religion, which 
A I did not fail to preſerve amidſt ſuch cor- 
-ruption of morals, made me determine not only 
to part from Arſenia, but alſo to break off all cor- 
reſpondence with Laura, whom, however, I could 
not avaid loving, though I was ſenſible of her fla- 
grant infidelity. Happy the man who can thus 
profit by thoſe moments of reflection that interru 
the pleaſures which engroſs his attention Early 
one morning, I bundled up my cloaths, and with- 
out ſettling with Arſenia, who was indeed hardly 
any thing inmy debt, or taking leave of my dear 
Laura, I quitted the houſe where | had breathed 
nothing but the air bf debauchery ; and I had no 
ſooner pertormed ſo meritorious an action than 
heaven rewarded me for it, by throwing me in the 
way of the ſteward of Don Matthias, my late mat- 
ter. Having ſaluted him, he knew me, and ſtopt 
to enquire with whom | was in ſervice; to which . 
anſwered, that I had been about a minute or two 


dut of place: for that, after having lived about a 


month with Arſenia. whoſe manner of life was not 
agreeable to me, I had voluntarily left her in order 
Yao. TI. LI $ 
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to N my innocence. The ſteward, as if he 
had been ſcrupulouſly religious, approved of my 
delicacy, and aſſured me that ſince I was a youth 
of ſuch honour, he would make it his buſineſs to 
ſettle me in an advantageous place. He performed 
his promiſe, and that very day introduced me into 
the Bon of Don Vincent de Guzman, whoſe ſtew- 
ard was one of his acquaintance, 

I could not have got into a better family, and 
therefore had no cauſe to be diſpleaſed with my 
ſituation in the ſequel. Don Vincent was a very 
rich old nobleman, who had lived many years with- 
out either a law-ſuit or wife ; the phyſicians having 
deprived him of his ſpouſe, by endeavouring to — 
her of a cough, which ſhe might have preſerved 
much longer had ſhe abſtained from their preſcrip- 
tions. Inſtead of marrying again, he had applied 
| himſelf wholly tothe education of Aurora, his 
only daughter, then juſt entering into her twenty- 
ſixth year, and whojuſtly paſſed tor anaccompliſhed 
young lady : forwith an uncommon ſhare of beauty, 
ſhe had an excellent underſtanding, which was well 
cultivated. Her father, though he was no con- 
Jurer, poſſeſſed the happy talent of managing his 
affairs to the beſt advantage; but he had one fault, 
which, however, is pardonable in old men. He 
delighted in talking, and particularly of war and 
bloodſhed. If any one was ſo unfortunate as to 
touch that ſtring in his preſence, he inſtantly ſer the 
trumpet to his mouth; and the hearers thought 
themſelves very happy if they got off for the rela- 
tion of two ſieges and as many battles, Having 
paſſed two-thirds of his life in the army, his me- 
mory was an inexhauſtible ſource af different actions, 

which were not always hearkened to with the ſame 
ſatisfaction that he felt in recounting them. Be- 
ſides, he ſtammered in his 1 and was exceed- 
. wgly prolix, which rendered his manner of relating 
| Very 
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very diſagreeable. In other reſpects I never knew 
a-nobleman of a more amiable character. He had 
a great deal of equanimity, and was neither paf- 
honate nor whimſical : a circumſtance which 1 
admired very much in a man of quality. Though 
he was a good economiſt, he kept a noble houſe, 
his dorneſticks conſiſting of ſeveral footmen, and 
three women who waited on Aurora. I prefently 
perceived that the ſteward of Don Matthias had 
procured a good poſt for me, and exerted all 
my endeavours to eſtabliſh myſelf in it: for this 
＋ I began by reconnoitring the ground; that 
is, ſtudying the different humours of every perſon 
in the — hp then, regulating my conduct by the 
obſervations I had made, it was not long before I 
acquired the good will of my maſter, and all his 
ſervants. | | 

After having been about a month in Don Vin- 
cent's family, I thought 1 perceived that his daugh- 
ter diſtinguiſhed me from all the reſt of the valets 
in the houſe. Always when her eyes were fixed 
upen me, I remarked a fort of tenderneſs in her 
countenance, which I could not obſerve when ſhe 
looked at my fellow ſervants. Had I not lived 
among 'beaus and players, it would never have 
entered- my- head to imagine that Aurora could 
think of me; but I was in ſome degree ſpoiled 
among theſe gentlemen, who are ſeldom. extremely 
delicate in their ſentiments of the moſt virtuous 
ladies. If, ſaid I to myſelf, we may believe thoſe 
* ſ{tage-players, they are ſometimes benefitted by 
the whims to which women of quality are ſubject, 
* And how do I know that my miſtreſs is not 
ſubject to ſuch caprice ?---No! added I, I cannot 
believe it. She is not one of thoſe Meſſalinas, 
- © who laying aſide the pride of their birth, humble 
their affections ſo unworthily, even to the duſt, 
and diſhonour themſelves without bluſhing. But 

LI2 rather, 
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« rather, one of thoſe virtuous, though tender; 
* young ladies, who, ſatisfied with the bounds pre- 
* ſcribed by honour to their inclinations, make 
* no ſcruple of inſpiring or of entertaining a 
« delicate paſhon, which yields amuſement without 
* danger.” g 7 
Theſe were my ſentiments of my miſtreſs, though [ 
knew not preciſely how to interpret her behaviour. 
In the mean time, as often as ſhe faw me, fhe did not 
fail to ſmile and expreſs pleaſure in her countenance, 
ſo that without paſſing for a fool, any man might 
have been inſnared by ſuch ſeducing appearances ; 
F therefore could no longer reſiſt them; but con- 
cluded, that Aurora was ftrongly captivated with 
my merit; and looked upon myſelf as one of 
| thoſe happy domeſtics whole ſervitude is ſweetened 
by love. That I might appear in fome meaſure leſs 
unworthy of the favour whichmy good fortune had 
procured for me, I began to be more careful of my 
perſon than I had ever been before: I ſpent all the 
money I had in linen, eſſences, and pomatums : my 
firſt employment of à morning was to dreſs' and 
per me 20 that I might not appear in diſha- 
ille before my miſtreſs; and with this attention 
to my exteriors, and other airs I aſſumed, in order 
to pleaſe, I flattered myſelf that my happineſs was 
at no-great diſtance, r 1 
Among Aurora's women, there was one called 
Ortiz, an old gentle woman, who had been upwards 
of twenty years in the family, and nurſed Don Vin- 
cent's daughter, whom the {till attended in quality 
of a duenna, though ſhe no longer performed the 
diſagreeable part of that function; but, on the con- 
trary, inſtead of diſcovering, as formerly, the actions 
of Aurora, her fole buſineſs now was to conceal 
them. Dame Ortiz, having one evening found an 
opportunity of ſpeaking to me without being over. 
heard, whiſpered to me, that if I had Lang” an 
| _ diſcre- 
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diſctetion, I would be in the garden at midnight, 
where I thould be informed of ſomething which 
ſhould not be ſorry to hear. I anſwered, ſqueezing 
the duenna's hand, that I would certainly be there; 
and we parted immediately, for fear of being ſur- 

ized. Heavens ! how heavily did the time pals, 
* that time to ſupper, (which in our family was 
always over in good time) and from thence to my 
maſter's going to bed! Every thing ſeemed to 
drag on with extraordinary ſlowneſs; and to crown 
my chagrin, when Don Vincent retired to his bed- 
chamber, inſtead of going to reſt, he began to fight 
over again all his campaigns in Portugal, with which 
he had ſtunned me ſo many times before. But 
there was one thing which he had never done hither- 
$0, and reſerved for this evening, which was to tell me 
the names of all the officers who had diſtinguithed 
themſelves in his time, and even to recount their 
exploits. - Heavens! what did I ſuffer before he 
eame to a concluſion | He left off ſpeaking, how- 
ever, at laſt, and got into bed. Upon which, I 
went immediately into the little cloſet where I ſlept. 
from whence there was a paſlage by a pair of back 
ſtairs, — — and anointed my whole body 
with eſſence; I then put on a clean ſhirt ſtrongly 
perfumed, and having neglected nothing which L 
thought might render me agreeable ' to my miſ- 
treſs, | went directly to the place of aſſignation. 
Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded that, tired 
with waiting for me, ſne had returned to her apart- 
ment, and that the happy minute was paſt, I 
Placed it all to the account of Don Vincent, and 
While I was curling his campaigns, heard the clock 
ſtrike ten. This made me believe that the clock 
went wrong, for I was perſuaded that it was at leaſt 
an hour paſt midnight; but I was ſo happily mit- 
taken, that about a quarter of an hour after this, 
I keard another clock ſtrike ten. 4 Very well, 
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„ ſaid 1 to myſelf, I have only two whole hours 
to wait, and they ſhall have no cauſe to complain 
of my punctuality, But how am. I to employ 
m till twelve? 8 e I take a turn in the 
*« garden, and conſider the part I am to play, 
% which is a pretty new one to me, who am but a 
4 novice in the whims of women of quality. [I 
% know well enough how to behave with Abigails 
ti and actreſſes ; theſe are to be accoſted with a fa- 
* miliar air, and you muſt come to the point without 


« ceremony ;. but it is neceſſary to go another way to 
« work with ladies of faſhion: the gallant, I ſup- 
« pole, muſt be polite, complaiſant, tender, and 


« lpedtiul, without being, timorous : inſtead of 
«.en avouring to haſten his own happineſs, by 
« the violence of his tranſports, he ought to wait 
40 Faun for the moment of frailty.” “... 

Such were my reflections, and ſuch the conduct 


| I propoſed to obſerve with Aurora; repreſenting to 


* 


myſelf, that in a ſhort time, 1 ſhould have the plea- 
fure of ſeein myſelf: at her feet, and of ſaying a 
thouſand — things to her. I even 
all, the paſſages of our theatrical pieces, which 
might be of ſervice to me, and do me honour du- 
ing our intervie /; and by a ſeaſonable application 
— — I hoped. (after the example of ſome players 
whom I knew) to paſs for a wit, though I could 
boaſt only of a — Wholly occupied in theſe 
refleftions which amuſed my impatience more agree- 
ably. than the military ſtories of my maſter, I heard 
the clock ſtrike eleven; this afforded me pleaſure, 
and 1 plunged again int my reverie, ſometimes 
walking, and ſometimes ſitting in an arbor at the 


bottom of the garden. The expected hour 


of twelve at laſt arrived, and in a few minutes, 
Ortiz, equally punctual, though leſs impatient 
than I, appeared. Signior Gil Blas, faid ſhe, 
how long have you been here?” Two — 
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« replied T,” Upon my honour, ſaid ſhe, laugh» 
„ing, you are very exact: itis a pleaſure to make 
an aſſignation with you. I contels, indeed, con- 
« tinued ſhe, with a ſcrious air, you cannot pay too 
* dear for the happy tidings I have to communi- 
« cate to you. My miſtreſs deſires to have ſome 
« private converſation with you. I have no more 
* toſay. The reſt is a ſecret that you mult learn 

* only from her own lips. Follow me, and I 
# will conduct you into her apartment.” So fay- 
ing, the duenna took me by the hand, and led me, 
in a myſterious manner, through a little door, of 
which ſhe had the key, into the chamber of her 


CHAP, XII. 
Low Gil Nlas was . by Aurora, and the converſation that 
paſſed between them. 


Found Aurora in diſhabille, whom I ſaluted 
in the moſt reſpectful manner, and with the beſt 
race I could aſſume: ſhe received me with a 
e air, begged me to ſit down by her, and bad 
her ambaſſadrels retire into another room. After 
this prelude, which was not in the leaſt diſ- 
agreeable to me, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to me in 
_ theſe words. © Gil Blas, you muſt have perceived 
that I look upon you in a favourable light, and 
that I diſtinguiſh you from the. reſt of my father's 
ſervants; and though you may not have obſerved, 
by my looks, that IJ have a regard for you, the ſtep 
I have taken this night, will no longer permit you 
to doubt of it,” 

I gave her no time to proceed any farther, but be- 
lieving that I ought, as a polite gentleman, to ſpare 
her modeſty the pain of a more 2 explanation, 

| | I ſtarted 
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J ſtarted up in a tranſport, and throwing myſelf at 
her feet, like a ſtage hero, who falls on his knees 
before his prices, cried in a theatrical tone, Ah, 
* madam ! can it be poſſible that Gil Blas, hither- 
« to the ſport of fortune, and outcaſt of nature, is 
« ſo happy as to have inſpired you with ſentiments.” 
« Don't ſpeak fo loud, (ſaid my miſtreſs, laughing) 
« you will awaken my women, who ſleep in the 
« next room. Riſe up, reſume your ſeat, and hear 
« what | have to ſay, without interrupting me. 
« Yes, Gil Blas, {continued ſhe, reſuming her gra- 
c vity) I acknowledge myſelf your well-wiſner; 
* and as a proof of my eſteem, will impart to 
« you a ſecret, on which the repoſe of my life en- 
« tirely depends: I am in love with a young gen- 
« tleman who is beautiful, rich, and illuſtrious : his 
« name is Don Lewis Pacheco; and although I 
« have often ſeen him in the Prado, and at public 
& ſhews, I haye never ſpoke to him; nay I am 
« even ignorant of his character, and know not but 
& he may be a perſon of bad morals. This is 
te what I am deſirous to be informed of z and hav- 
« ing occaſion for a man to ſcrutinize into his re- 
te putation, and bring me a faithful account of it, 
« J have made choice of you, | believe | hazard 
« nothing, by intruſting you with this commiſtion, 
e in which, I hope, you will acquit yourſelf with 
« {© much diſcretion and addreſs, that I ſhall never 
« repent of having repoſed ſo much confidence in 
« you.” 
| Here my miſtreſs left off ſpeaking, in order to 

hear what anſwer I would make; and though at 
firſt diſconcerted at being ſo diſagreeably undeceiv- 
ed, I quickly recollected myſelf, and ſurmounting 
the ſhame, which is always the concomitant of un- 
ſucceſsful raſhneſs, I expreſſed ſo much zeal for the 
lady's intereits, and devoted mylelf with fo much 
ardour to her ſervice, that, though ſhe might ſtill 
F 0 | CONTINUE 
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continue to think that I had fooliſhly flattered my- 
ſelf with having made an impreſſion on her heart, 
ſhe alſo ſaw that I knew how to make amends for 
my folly. I required but two days to bring her an 
account of Don Lewis; after which, Dame Ortiz 
being called in by her miſtreſs, conducted me back 
into the garden, and left me there, after having 
ſaid, Good night, Gil Blas, I know your punctu- 
« ality ſo well, chat I need not recommend it to you 
« to be early at the next aſſignation.“ 

I returned to my chamber, not a little chagrined 
to find my expectations baulked: I was, however, 
wiſe enough to reflect, that it became me better to 
be the confidant than the lover of my miſtreſs. I 
conſidered too, that this might turn out to my ad- 
vantage, as the meſſengers of love are, uſually, well 

aid for their trouble: 1 went to bed, in a full re- 
lolution to perform. what Aurora had deſired. 
With this view, I went abrbad the next day, and 
found no difficulty in learning the place of abode 
of ſuch a cavalier as Don Lewis. I enquired into 
his character in the neighbourhood ; but thoſe to 
whom I applied could not give me ſatisfactory in- 
formation. I therefore repeated my enquiries the fol- 
lowing day, when ] was more ſucceſsful. Meeting 
by accident, in the ſtreet, a young fellow of my 
acquaintance, we ſtopt to chat a little; at that in- 
ſtant, a friend of his happening to pais, made up 
to us, and told his comrade, that he had been juſt 
diſcharged from the ſervice of Don Pacheco, the 
father of Don Lewis, on ſuſpicion of having drank” 
a caſk of wine belonging to his maſter. I did not 
loſe ſo fair an opportunity of getting the informa- 
tion i wanted, and ſucceeded ſo well by the queſ- 
tions | aſked; that I went home very well fatisfied- 
that I was able to keep my word with my miſtreſs, 
I was to ſee her again the next night at the ſame 
hour, and in the tame manner as at firſt ; but 1 
You: J. Mm Was 
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was not ſo much agitated that night, and ſo far 
from bearing the converſation of my old maſter 
with impatience, 'I introduced the ſubject of his 
campaigns, waited for twelve with the utmoſt tran- 
quility, and I had heard the hour repeated by ſe- 
veral clocks, before I went down into the garden, 
yoid of eſſence. and perfumes, reſolving for the 
future, to retrench that OT. 
I found the truſty duenna at the rendezvous, who 
upbraided me in the ſevereſt terms, for having 
abated in my diligence. I made no anſwer, but 
ſuffered her to conduct me into the apartment of 
Aurora, who, as ſoon as I appeared, aſked if I had 
got good intelligence of Don Lewis. Yes, Ma- 
« dam, faid I, and you ſhall hear it in two words, 
In the firſt place I muſt acquaint you, that he 
<« will ſpeedily ſet out on his return to Salamanca, 
jn order to finiſh his ſtudies, He is a young ca- 
„ yalier of honour and probity, and, being a gen- 
« tleman and Caſtilian, his courage is not to be 
« doubted ; he has beſides, a great flow of wit, 
and his addreſs is very agreeable : but that which, 
« perhaps, you will think the worſt part of his cha- 
« racter, is a diſpoſition too much lik that of moſt 
* of our young noblemen, he is extremely rakiſſh, 
« You muſt know that, young as he is, he has al- 
ready had two actreſſes in keeping.” * ls it poſ- 
« ſible! cried Aurora! heavens! what a fiber 
e tine ! but are you certain, Gil Blas, that he leads 
« ſuch a licentious life? Indeed, Madam, ſaid 
„J, I have no doubt of iti. I had my informa- 
« tion from a valet, who was turned out of his ſer- 
«:yice-this morning: and ſervants are commonly 
very ſincere, when they talk of their maſters 
«. faults: beſides, he keeps company with Don 
% Alexo Segiar, Don Antonio Centelles, and Don 
« Fernand de Gamboa ; which you will allow, is 
« a ſufficient demonſtration of his libertiniſm.“ 
| Enough, 
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« Enough, Gil Blas, ſaid my miſtreſs, ſighing ; 
« on the credit of your report, I will combat my 
« unworthy paſſion, which, though it has already 
« taken deep root in my heart, I deſpair not to 
i eradicate. Go, added ſhe, (giving me a little 
« purſe tolerably well filled) there is ſomething for 
« your trouble; beware of diſcloſing my ſecret, 
« and remember that I rely upon your ſilence.“ 
I aſſured my miſtreſs, that ſhe might make her- 
ſelf perfectly eaſy on that ſcore, for I was the Har- 
ates of truſty ſervants. After this aſſurance 
Han — very impatient to know the con- 
tents of the purſe, in which I found twenty piſ- 
toles. This made me believe, that Aurora would 
have certainly given me more, had I brought her 
agreeable tidings, ſince ſhe paid me ſo handſomely 
for ſo mortifying a piece of news : I repented that 
I had not jmitated the lawyers, who ſometimes pur 
2 gloſs upon the truth, in the practice of their pro- 
feflion 3 I was ſorry for having nipt in the bud 
an intrigue, the conſequence of which might have 
been very advan to me: however, I had 
the conſolation to ſee myſelf amply reimburſed for 
my unſeaſonable expence in eſſences and perfumes, 


The extraordinary change that happened in the family of Den Vin-. 
cent, and the. Arange reſolution with which lowe inſpired be 
fair Aurora. > Hs 


OON after this adventure, Signior Don Vin- 
cent happened to fall ſick ; and though 
he was not very far advanced in years, the ſymp- 
toms of his diſeaſe were fo violent, that we had 
realon to fear a fatal iſſue. At the beginning 
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of his diſorder, two of the moſt famous phyſicians 
of Madrid were feat for. One of them was called 
doctor Andros, and the other doctor Oquetos, who 
having examined the patient with great attention, 
were of opinion, that the humours of his body were 
in a ſtate of fermentation: but they could agree in 
nothing elſe. We muſt be expeditious, ſaid An- 
« dros, in purging off the humours, though they 
are crude, while they continue in this violent agi- 
tation of flux and reflux, leſt they ſettle upon 
„ ſome noble part.“ — — on the contrary, 
maintained, that they ought to wait for the con- 
coction of the humours, before they ſnould employ 
cathartics. But your method, reſumed the firſt, 
is. directly oppoſite to that of the prince of medi- 
cine: Hippocrates orders: cathartics im the very 
«« firſt days of the moſt violent fever; and ſays, in 
* expreſs terms, chat we muſt prepare to purge, 
&« hen the humours are in the orgaſm; that is to 
< ſay, in a ſtate. of. fermentation.“ „There you 
* are miſtaken, replied Oquetos'z Hippocrates, by 
the word orgaſm, does not mean the fermenta- 
<« tion, but the concoction of the humours.“ 

Upon this, the doctors grew exceeding; warm: 
one repeated the Greek text, and quoted all thoſe 
authors who had explained it in his manner: the 
other, relying on a Latin tranflativn. pronounced 
it in a tone {till more vociferous. Which of the 
two was in the right ? Don Vincent was not able to 
decide the -queſtion ; bur ſeeing himſelf obliged to 
chuſe, he beſtowed his confidence on him who had 
diſpatched the greateſt number of patients; I mean 
the eldeſt of the two. Andros, therefore, who was 
the younger, withdrew; but not without darting 
ſome ſevere ſtrokes of raillery at his ſenior, on his 
interpretation of the word orgaſm. Oquetos, who 

mained triumphant, and who acted upon the prin- 
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ciple of doctor Sangrado, began, by ordering his 
patient to be copioully blooded, deterring 85 ca- 
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zhartic till the humours ſhould! be concocted; hut 
death, who doubtleſs. was afraid the purgation 10 
prudently delayed, would deprive him of his prey, 
prevented the concoction, and carried my maſter 
off. Such was the end of Signior Don Vincent, 
who loſt his life, becauſe his ohyſician'did not un- 
derſtand Greek 1! j 7 (7 hte FR 

Aurora . having celebrated her father's funeral, 
in a manner ſuitable to his quality, took poſſeſſion 
of his eſtate; and, being now-her own miſtreſs, ſhe 
diſmiſſed ſome of the domeſtics, with rewards pro- 
portioned to their ſeveral ſervices, and, in a ſhort 
time, retired to a villa which ſhe had on the banks 
of the Tagus, between Sacedon and Buendia. I 
was not only one of the number whom ſhe retained, 
and who attended her into the country, but had 
alſo the good fortune to become a neceſſary perſon. 
Notwithſtanding the faithful report which I had 
made. concerning Don Lewis, ſhe was ſtil] in love 
with that cavalier; or rather, finding herſelf unable 
to ſubdue her paſſion, ſhe had abandoned herſelf in- 
tirely to it: as ſhe was no longer under a neceſſity 
of taking precautions to ſpeak with me in private, 
+ Gill ſaid ſhe ſighing, I cannot forget Don 
Lewis; in ſpite of all my efforts to baniſh him 
from my imagination, he engroſſes my whole 
thoughts. My imagination, however, does not re- 
<« preſent him as thou has painted him, plunged in 
every kind of debauchery but ſuch as I Would 
have him to be, tender, amorous, and conſtant.” - 
So ſaying, ſhe began to be much affected, and dif- 
ſolved into tears; which melted me fo much, that T 
could ſcarce refrain from weeping alſo; and I could 
not more effectually ſhew my attachment to her, 
than by ſympathizing with her ſorrow. I ſee 
* thou haſt: a very tender diſpoſition; my friend. 
added ſhe, (after having dried her fair eyes) and 
] am ſo yell ſatisfied with thy zeal, that thou 
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* mayeſt depend upon being ſufficiently rewarded, 
% My dear Gil Blas, continued the, I have more 
* occaſion now than ever for thy aſſiſtance. I will 
* diſcloſe to thee a deſign, which at preſent I have 
formed, and which, perhaps, thou wilt pronounce 
« a very whimſical one. Kno then, that I intend 
<«< to ſet out immediately for Salamanca, where J 
« will diſguiſe myſelf like a cavalier, and, under the 
* name of Don Felix, get acquainted with Pache- 
co, whoſe confidence and friendſhip I will endea. 
«,.vour to acquire: I will frequently ſpeak to him 
« of Aurora de Guzman, and call myſelt her couſin, 
„ by which means, he will, perhaps, expreſs a deſire 
„ to ſee her; and then my expectation will be an- 
c ſwered. We will have two different lodgings at 
« Salamanca, in one of which I will paſs for Don 
« Felix, in the other for Aurora, and preſenting 
« myſelt before Dan Lewis, ſometimes metamor- 
4 phoſed into a man, and ſometimes in my proper 
4 drefs, I flatter myſelf, that I ſhall hy degrees, ac- 
« compliſh my purpoſe, . I confeſs, ſaid ſhe, that 
this is an extravagant ſcheme ; but I am hurried 
<«< away. by the violence of my paſſion, and the in- 
% nocence of my intention makes me inſenſible of 
* danger.” dts" 4 46 
» I was entirely of Aurora's opinion, with regard to 
the nature of her deſign: nevertheleſs, how impru- 
— ſoever Buer . care not 1 
xdagogue but; on the contrary, began to gi 
pill, and undertook to prove, that = ſtrange pro- 
ect was no more than an agreeable frolic, that could 
be attended with no bad conſequences. My Miſ- 
treſs was pleaſed with this conſtruction; for lovers 
are delighted with flattery, even in their moſt ridi- 
culous projects. We no longer, therefore, looked 
upon this raſh enterpize in any other light chan that 
of a comedy, the ſkilful repreſentation of which 
it was our buſineſs to concert. Having choſen our 
Rca: 5 actors 
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actors from the ſervants of the family; the parts 
were diſtributed without the leaſt quarrel or diſtur- 
bance; becauſe we were not players by profeſſion. 
It was agreed that Dame Ortiz ſhould perform the 

of Autora's aunt, under the name of Donna 
imena de Guzman, attended by a valet and wait- 
ing woman; and that Aurora, in the habit of a 
cavalier, ſhould entertain me as valet de chambre, 
her with one of her own maids, in the diſguiſe 
of a page, to be always about her perſon. The 
characters being thus regulated, we returned to 
Madrid, where we underſtood Don Lewis ſtill re- 
mained, but that it would not be long before he 
would ſet out for Salamanca; we therefore ordered 
the neceſſary dreſſes to be made with the greateſt 
expedition, and when they were finiſhed, my miſtreſs 
cauſed them to be properly packed up, *till we 
ſhould find a convenient time and place for putting 
them on. Then, committing the care of her houſe 
to the ſteward, ſhe ſet out in a carriage drawn by 
four mules, and took the road to the kingdom of 
Leon, attended by all her ſervants who had parts to 
perform in her new comedy. 

We had juſt croſſed Old Caſtile, when the axle- 
tree. of the coach gave way, between Avila and 
Villaflor, about three or four hundred paces from a 
caſtle, which we perceived at the foot of a moun- 
tain. Night approaching, we were not a little em- 
barraſſed, when a peaſant, paſſing by accident, 
removed our anxiety, by telling us, that the caftle 
which we ſaw, belonged to Donna Elvira, widow of 
Don Pedro de Pinares, a lady whoſe character he ſo 
highly extolled, that my miſtreſs ſent me to the 
_ caſtle to beg a lodging for one night. Elvira per- 
fectly correſponded with the countryman's defcrip- 
tion, received us with great affability, and favoured 
Aurora's requeſt with ſuch an anſwer as ſhe deſired, 
We repaired immediately to the caſtle, whither our 
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coach was dragged flowly by the mules, and met 
Don Pedro's widow at the gate, who came out to 
receive my miſtreſs. 1 paſs over in ſilence the civil 
things that paſſed on both ſides, on this occaſion, 
and only obſerve, that Elvira was a lady pretty far 
advanced in years, but exceedingly polite, and un. 
derſtood how to perform the duties of hoſpitality as 
well as any woman in the world. She conducted 
Aurora into a ſumptuous apartment, where ſhe left 
her to repoſe a few moments, and returning, em- 
ployed her attention on every thing that concerned 
us. ' Afterwards, ſupper being ready, ſhe ordered 
the cloth to be laid in Aurora's chamber, where they 
fat down together at table. Don Pedro's widow 
was not one of thoſe who cloud the honour of their 
entertainments with a penſive and diſcontented air: 
ſhe was of a ſprightly diſpoſition, and ſupported the 
converſation in an agreeable manner; expreſſing 
herſelf with great dignity and elegance. I admired 
her underſtanding, and her delicate turn of ſenti- 
ment, which ſeemed to charm Aurora as well ay 
me. They conceived a friendſhip for each other, 
and promiſed to maintain an epiſtolary correſpon- 
dence. Our coach could not be refitted till the 
following day, and as we ſhould run ſome ritk by 
ſetting out late, it was determined that we ſhouid 
continue at the caſtle another night. We, in our 
turn, were ſerved with a profuſion of victuals, 
* our beds were no leſs comfortable than our 
upper. 

The next day, my miſtreſs diſcovered new charmy 
in the converſation of Elvira, with whom ſhe dined 
in a large hall, ornamented with ſeveral pictures; 
one of which was remarkable for the beauty and 
wonderful expreſſion of the figure, though it pre- 
fented a very tragical ſcene. A dead cavalicf 
appeared lying on his back, and weltering in his 
blood, but ſcemed to retain a menacing air _=_ * 
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death. Near him lay a young lady in another at- 
titude, ſtretched alſo upon the ground; a ſword 
was ſeen plunged in her boſom, and ſhe leemed to 
breathe her laſt ſighs, her dying eyes being fix- 
ed upon a youth, who ſeemed inconſolable at the 
loſs of her. The painter had likewiſe introduced 
another figure, which did not eſcape my attention: 
this was an old man of a graceful appearance, 
who, ſtrongly affected with the objects that preſent- 
ed themſelves, diſcovered as much ſenſibility as the 
youth. One would have imagined that each of 
them ſuffered the ſame pangs, at the fight of theſe 
melancholy objects; but that each had received the 
impreſſion in a different manner. The old man 
ſeemed overwhelmed with the exceſs of forrow : but 
there was fury mixed with the affliction of the 
youth. The painter had expreſſed the whole with 
ſo much ingenuity, that we could ſcarce withdraw 
our eyes from the performance. My miſtreſs hav- 
ing requeſted to know what ſtory the picture re- 
preſented; Madam,” ſaid Elvira, © it is a faith- 
ful repreſentation of the misfortunes of my fa- 
mily.” This anſwer excited the curioſity of Au- 
rora, who ſo ſtrongly expreſſed an inclination to 
know more, that Don Pedro's widow could 
not diſpenſe with promiſing her the ſatisfaction ſhe 
deſired. This promiſe, made in the preſence of Or- 
tiz, her two companions, and me, detained us all 
four in the hall after dinner. My miſtreſs would 
have ordered us out of the room, but Elvira per- 
ceiving that we alſo wiſhed to hear the explanation 
of the picture, had the generolity to bid us ſtay, 
obſerving that the ſtory which ſhe was going to re- 
late, was none of thoſe that required ſecreſy: ſhs 
immediately began in theſe words. 
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. 
The fatal Marriage. A Novel, 


OGER king of Sicily had a brother and a 
ſiſter : the firſt called Mainfroy, revolted 
againſt him, and kindled adangerous and bloody war 
in the kingdom; but he had the misfortune to be 
unſucceſsful in two battles, and fell into the hands of 
the king, who contented himſelf with puniſhing 
his rebellion, by depriving him of his liberty. This 
clemency ſerved only to make Hoger be conſidered 
as a barbarran, in the opinion of a part of his ſub- 
jets, who ſaid he had only preſerved his brother's 
life, 1n order to exerciſe upon him a ſlow and inhu- 
-man revenge. But the reſt with greater reaſon 
imputed the harſh treatment that Mainfroy endur- 
ed in priſon, to his ſiſter Mathilda alone: for ſhe 
had indeed always deteſted the prince, and did not 
ceaſe perſecuting him as long as he lived : but ſhe 
did not long ſurvive him, and her death was reck- 
oned a juſt puniſhment of her unnatural diſpoſi- 
tion. 

Mainfroy having left two ſons ſtill in their infan- 
cy, Roger wiſhed to get rid of them, fearing that 
when they ſhould arrive at a more advanced age, 
the deſire of revenging their father, would induce 
them to revive a faction which was not ſo entirely 
quelled but it might occaſion new troubles in the 
ſtate. He imparted his deſign to the ſenator Le- 
ontio Siffredi, his miniſter, who, to divert him 
from putting it in execution, undertook the edu- 
cation of prince Henriquez, theeldeſt, and adviſed 
him to commut the youngeſt, who was called Don 
Pedro, to the care of the conſtable of Sicily. Ro- 
ger, perſuaded that his nephews would by theſe 
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men be brought up in that ſubmiſſion and duty 
which they owed to him, ſubmitted the princes to 
their conduct, and took upon hiaiſelf the care of 
his niece Conſtantia, who was of the ſame age with 
Henriquez, and the only daughter of the princeſs 
Mathilda; he furnithed her with attendants and 
preceptors, and ſpared no expence in her educa- 
tion. 

Leontio Siffredi had a caſtle about two ſhort 
Jeagues from Palermo, at a place called Belmont: 
and there that miniſter employed himſelf in render- 
ing Henriquez worthy of aſcending the throne of 
Sicily. He ſoon diſcovered in that prince, ſuch 
amiable qualities, that he applied himſelf to the 
cultivation of them as attentively as if he had had 
no children of his own. He had nevertheleſs two 
daughters; the eldeſt of whom, called Blanch, 
younger by a year than the prince, was a moſt 
perfect beauty: the other named Porcia, whoſe 
birth occaſioned the death of her mother, was till 
in the cradle. Blanch, and prince Henriquez, as 
ſoon as they were capable of love, entertained a 
mutual paſſion; though they had not the liberty 
of converling in private. The prince, however, did 
not fail to find opportunities ſometimes ; and knew 
ſo well how to employ theſe precious moments, that 
he engaged the daughter of Siffredi to permit him to 
execute a project he had formed. About this time 
it happened that Leontio was obliged, by the 
king's orders, -to make a journey into one of the re- 
moteſt provinces of the illand: and during his ab- 
ſence, Henriques cauſed an opening to be made in 
the wall of his apartment, which was contiguous 
to the chamber of Blanch; ſupplying it with a 
ſiding partition of. wood, that opened and ſhut, 
without being perceived: and it was fo cloſely 
and curiouſly joined to the cicling, that the eye 
could not diſcover the artiſice. A ſkilful architect, 
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whom the prince had made his friend perform. 
ed the work with cqual diligence and ſc— 
ereſy. | 
1hrough this paſſage the amorous Henriquez 
ſometimes introduced himſelf into che chamber of 
his miltreſs : but he made no improper uſe of her 
favour: for though ſhe was imprudent enough to 
allow him a private entrance into her apartment, 
ſhe did. not condeſcend fo far, till he had aſſured 
her, that he would never requeſt any thing that 
innocence eould not grant. One night he found 
her very uneaſy : ſhe had heard that Roger was 
very ill, and had ſent for Siffredi, as high chancel- 
lor of the kingdom, in order to intruſt him with 
his laſt will. She already repreſented to herſelf her 


dear Henriquez on the throne, and being afraid of 


loſing him in that elevated ſtation, was under 
the greateſt anxiety;, the tears ſtood in her 
eyes when he appeared. Heaven's! you weep, 


« madam: how amel to account for that ſorrow 


ee with which I ſee you are overwhelmed?” * Sir,” 
rephed Blanch, | cannot conceal my unealinet:, 
e the king your uncle will preſently ceaſe to live, 
& and you will ſucceed him. When I foreſee how 
« far your new elevation will remove you from 
« me, | own I cannot be unconcerned. A mo- 
c narch ſeldom beholds things with the eye of a 
« lover, and that which was his utmoſt ambitioa 
« while he was a ſubject, affects him but ſlightly 
« when he is ſeated on the throne. Whether it be 
« an unhappy preſage, or reaſon only that inſpires 
« me, I feel my foul agitated with emotions that 
« all my confidence in your goodneſs. cannot al- 
e ſuage; and though I dare not doubt your gene- 
<« rofity, I cannot help diſtruſting my own deſti- 
„ ny.” * Adorable Blanch,” replied the princr, 
« your fears are obliging, and juſtify my attach- 
« ment to your charms; but the excels of your 
« goubts 
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« doubts injures my love, and if I may be allow- 
« the expreſſion, the eſteem which you owe me. 
« No! think not that my deſtiny and your's can 
« ever be ſeparated. Believe rather, that you wilt 
« always be the object of my happineſs and joy. 
“% Baniſh you fear, and let it not diſturb theſe en- 
« dearing moments.” „Ah, Sir,” replied the 
daughter of Leontio, © as foon as you ſucceed to 
« the throne, your ſubjects, perhaps, will demand 
« for your queen, a princeſs deſcended from a long 
* race of kings, whoſe ſplendid nuptials may add 
« new kingdoms to your own; and perhaps, alas! 
« you will | comply with their expeckation, even at 
« the expence of your inchnation.” * Ha ! why,” 
replied Henriquez, with fome warmth, © why thus 
« 1ngemous to torment yourſelf, by drawing ſuch 
ea diſagreeable picture of what will never happen. 
« Should heaven diſpoſe of the king, my uncle, 
and render me maſter of Sicily, L ſwear that I will 
e eſpoule you in Palermo, in the preſence of all 
my court, and I invoke all that is ſacred to con- 
firm my ſolemn oath.” 

The proteſtations of Henriquez cheared the 
daughter of Siffredi, and the reit of their conver- 
ſation turned on the king's diſorder, on which occa- 
on, Henriquez diſcovered the goodnets of his 
heart in lamenting the fate of his uncle; with which 
he had no great reaſon to be affected: the force of 
blood making him regret a prince, by whole death 
he ſhould acquire a crown. Blanch was yet a 
ſtranger to all the misfortunes that threatened her. 
The conſtable of Sicily having one day met her 
coming out of her father's apartment, when he was 
at the caſtle of Belmont, on ſonie important bull- 
nels, was captivated with her beauty, and the next 
day demanded her in marriage of Siffredi, who con- 
ſented to the match ; bur Roo res diſtemper inter- 
vening. 
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vening, the nuptials were deferred, and Blanch wag 
entirely ignorant of the whole affair, 2 
One morning, when Henriquez had juſt done 
dreſſing, he was ſurprized to find Leontio follow- 
ed by Blanch, come into his apartment. * Sir,” 
ſaid that miniſter to him, * the intelligence I 
&« bring 1s afflicting, but the conſolation with which 
« jt is attended ought to moderate your grief. 
« The king, your uncle, is dead, after havin 
« left you heir to his ſceptre, and Sicily is ſubject 
to your ſway, The grandees of the realm, who 
« attend your orders at Palermo, have commiſſion- 
« ed me to receive them from your mouth, and [ 
« am come, Sir, with my daughter, the firſt of 
« your new ſubjects, to offer our early and ſincere 
a 4 The prince, knowing that Roger 
had laboured two months under an incurable diſ- 
eaſe that gradually conſumed, him, was not much 
aſtoniſhed at the news; ſtruck, however, with the 
ſudden change of his condition, he felt a thouſand 
confuſed emotions riſe within his breaſt z; and, after 
muſing for ſome moments, at length broke ſilence, 
by thus addreſſing himſelf to Leontio. “ Sage 
„Siffredi, I ſhall ever regard you as my father, 
« ſhall be happy in regulating my conduct by 
<« your counſel, and you ſhall be as much a king 
« in Sicily as Jam.“ So ſaying, he advanced to a 
table, on which there was a pen and ink, and taking 
-a ſheet of paper, wrote his name at the bottom of 
the page. What are you about to do, Sir?“ 
' ſaid Siffredi, . I am going to manifeſt my gratitude 
and eſteem,” replied Henriquez, preſenting the 
ſheet to Blanch, and ſaying, © Receive, madam, 
this pledge of my affection, and of the empire 
e Oer my inclinations which I now yield to you.” 
Blanch tcok it, bluſhing, and returned this anſwer 
to the prince; © I receive with reſpect the favours 
„of my king; but I depend upon a father: and 
I hope 
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hope your majeſty will not be offended that I 
« gepolite this paper in his hands, to be uſed 
as his prudence ſhall direct him.“ 

She accordingly gave the ſubſcription of Henri- 
quez to her father, who then diſcovered what had 
hitherto eſcaped his penetration. He perceived the 
prince's ſentiments, and ſaid to him, Your ma- 
« jeſty ſhall have no cauſe to reproach me, for I 
vill not abuſe the confidence.“ * My dear Le- 
« ontio,” cried Henriquez interrupting him, “be 
e not afraid of abuſing it, whatever uſe you 
« ſhall think proper to make of that paper, I will 
* moſt heartily approve of. But go,” added he, 
return to Palermo, order the preparations to be 
«* made for my coronation, and acquaint my ſub- 
* jects, that I will follow you thither immediately, 
in order to receive their oaths of allegiance, and 
* aſſure them of my affection.“ The miniſter 
obeyed his new maſter's orders, and, with his daugh- 
ter, ſet out for Palermo. | | 

A few hours after their departure, the prince alfq 
parted from Belmont, took the ſame road, more en- 
grofſed by his love, than by the dignity to which he 
was raiſed. When he arrived in the city, he was 
ſaluted with innumerable ſhouts of joy, and a- 
midſt the acclamations of his people, entered the 
palace, where every thing was already prepared for 
the ceremony, and where he found the princeſs Con- 
ſtantia in ſolemn mourning, and, to appearance, 
much affected with Roger's death. As they owed 
one another a mutual compliment of condolance 
on the event, they both acquitted themſelves very 
handſomely ; bur it was with more indifference on 
the fide of Henriquez, than on that of Conſtantia 
Wo, in ſpite of the enmity ſubſiſting between their 
families Sund it impoſſible to diſlike the prince. 
He placed himſelf on the throne, and the princeſs 
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fat on his right hand, in a chair not quite ſo high. 
The grandees of the kingdom took their places ac- 
cording tg their reſpective ranks : the ceremony be. 
gan, and Leontio, as high chancellor of the tate, 
and keeper of the late king's will, unſealed it, and 
read it with an audible voice. The will contained 
in ſubſtance, that Roger being without iſſue, named 
the eldeſt ſon of Mainfroy for his ſucceſſor, on con- 
dition that he ſhould eſpouſe the princeſs Conſtan- 
tia; which, if he refuſed to comply with, he ſhould 
forfeit the crown of Sicily to the infant Don Pedro, 
his brother, who ſhould enjoy it on the ſame con- 

_ ditions. - | | 
Henriquez was confounded at theſe words; the 
reſtriction gave him incredible pain, which became 
ſtill more violent, when Leontio, after having read 
the will, pronounced to the wholly aſſembly, My 
lords, having reported the-laſt intentions of the 
* late king to our new. monarch, that generous 
< prince conſents to honour his couſin, the prin- 
4 ceſs Conſtantia with his hand.” At theſe words 
Henriquez interrupted the chancellor, ſaying, © Le- 
<« ontio, remember the writing, which Blanch”--- 
Sir,“ ſaid Siffredi, with precipitation, (before the 
prince had time to explain himſelf,) “ here it is. 
* 'The grandees of the realm,” added he, (ſhew- 
ing the paper to the aſſembly) * will here ſee, by 
your majeſty's auguſt ſignature, the eſteem you 
have for the princeſs, and the deference you pay 
* to the teſtament of the deceaſed king, your 
uncle.“ Having thus expreſſed himſelf, he read 
the deed with which he himſelf had filled the paper, 
which the king had ſubſcribed, containing the molt 
ſolemn engagement to marry Conſtantia,” conform- 
able to the intention of Roger. The hall rung with 
the repeated ſhouts of all thoſe who were preſent, 
who cried, © Long live our magnanimous King 
£* Henriquez :* for as no one was ignorant of the 
avcrr 
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averſion which that prince had always manifeſted 
for the princeſs, it was apprehended, and not with- 
out reaſon, that he would revolt againſt the condi- 
tion of the will, and, by theſe means, create com- 
motions in the kingdom. But the reading of this 
paper entirely compoſed the minds of the nobility 
and people, and excited thoſe general acclama- 
tions, which in ſecret tormented the monarch's 
loul. 

Conſtantia, who both on account of her on 
glory, and her paſſion for Henriquez, enjoyed the 
public ſatisfaction more than any body, embraced 
this opportunity to aſſure him of her gratitude. But 
the prince, in vain endeavouring to conſtrain him- 
ſelf, received her compliment with infinite concern, 
and was, indeed, in ſuch confuſion, that he could 
not even perform what decency required. At laſt, 
yielding to the violence of his bore he approach- 
ed Siffredi, whom the duty of his office obliged to 
be near his perſon, and with a low voice, faid, 
What have you done, Leontio ? The ſubſcrip- 
tion which I put into your daughter's hands, was 
not intended for this uſe. You have betrayed —” 
« Sir,” ſaid Siffredi, interrupting him, in a reſo- 
lute tone, * conſider your own glory; if you re- 
„ fuſe to comply with the will of the late king, 
your uncle, you loſe. the crown of Sicily.“ He 
had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than he removed at 
a greater diſtance from the king, that he might not 
have an opportunity to reply. Henriquez remain- 
ed in the utmoſt perplexity, and felt himſelf agita- 
ted by a thouſand contrary emotions. He was in- 
cenſed againſt Siffredi, and he could not reſolve to 
abandon Blanch: but diſtracted between her and 
the intereſt of his glory, it was ſome time before he 
could come to any reſolution. However, he was at 
laſt determined, and thought he had fallen upon a 
method to preferve the daughter of Siffredi, with- 
I. Oo Out 
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out renouncing the throne, He feigned obedience to 
the will of Roger, and purpoſed, while a diſpenſa- 
tion for his marriage with his couſin ſhould be ſoli- 
citing at Rome, to gain the nobles of the realm by 
his bounty, and fo firmly eſtabliſh his power that 
he ſhould not be obliged to fulfil its conditions. 
Having formed this deſign, he became more 
tranquil, and turning to Conſtantia, confirmed to 
her what the high chancellor had read before the 
whole aſtembly,, But in the very moment when he 
betrayed himſelf to far as to plight his troth to her, 
Blanch arrived in the council-hall. She came thi- 
ther by her father's command, to pay her reſpects 
to the princeſs, and her ears were ſtruck. with the 
words of Henriquez at her firſt entrance. Belides, 
Leontio, being deſirous that ſhe ſhould have no rea- 
ſon to doubt of her misfortune, ſaid, while he pre- 
ſented her to Conſtantia, * Daughter do homage 
to your queen, and wiſh her all the delights 
„of a flouriſhing reign and happy marriage.” 
This terrible ſtroke overwhelmed the untor- 
tunate Blanch ! in vain ſhe endeavoured to con- 
ceal her grief ; ſhe bluſhed and grew pale al- 
ternately, and trembled in every limb. The prin- 
- ceſs however had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the cauic, 
but attributed the diforder in which ſhe paid her 
compliment, to the embarraſſment of a young 
creature bred up in ſolitude, and altogether unac- 
cuſtomed to the court. It was quite otherwiſe with 
the young king: the ſight of Blanch abalhed him; 
and the deſpair he obſerved in her eyes, tranſported 
him quite beſide himſelf. He ſuppoled, that. judg- 
ing by appearances, ſhe believed him unfaithful. 
He would have been leſs uneaſy could he have 
ſpoke to her: but how could he find an opportu- 
nity, when all Sicily 8 4h be ſaid to have its eyes 
upon him. Beſides, the cruel Siffredi deprived 
him of that hope: for reading the _ 5 
Sz cle 
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theſe two lovers in their countenances, and, being 
willing to prevent the miſchieſ which the violence of 
their — create in the ſtate, that miniſter 
artfully co his daughter out of the aſſem- 
bly, and ſet out with her on his return to Belmont; 
refvlved, for many reaſons, to have her mar- 
ried as ſoon as poſſible, 

They were no {ooner arrived, than he made her 
acquainted with her melancholy fate, by de- 
claring that he had promiſed her in marriage to the 
conſtable. - 4+ Juſt heaven!“ (cried ſhe in a tranſ- 
port of grief, which her father's preſence could not 
repreſs) ** for what intolerable ſufferings is the unfor- 
* tunate Blanch reſerved !” Her diſtreſs was even 
ſo violent, as to ſuſpend all the faculties of her foul. 
She was ſeized with an univerſal chilneſs, and be- 
coming pale and wan, ſhe ſwooned in the arms of 
her father. He was ſenſibly affected with her con- 
dition; but, though he ſhared her affliction with all 
the tenderneſs of a parent, his firſt reſolution re- | 
mained unſhaken. Blanch, at length, recovered 
her ſpirits, more through the exquiſite ſenſation of 
her grief, than the water, which Siffredi ſprinkled 
plentifully on her face ; which ſhe perceiving when 
ſhe opened her languiſhing eyes, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, with 
a feeble voice, I am aſhamed that you ſhould 
have been a witneſs to my weakneſs ; but death, 
* which muſt ſoon put a period to my torments, 
vill, in aſhort time rid you of an unhappy daugh- 
ter, who has dared to diſpoſe of her heart with» 
out your approbation.” * No, my dear Blanch,“ 
replied Leontio, © live, and let virtue reſume its 
empire in your breaſt, The conſtable's paſſion 
« does you honour; he is the moſt conſiderable 
“ match in the kingdom.“ „I eſteem his per- 
« ſon and his merit,” replied Blanch, “but, Sir, 
the king had made me hope---" + Laughter,” ſaid 
Siffredi, interrupting her, I know all that you 
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can ſay on that ſubject. I am not ignorant of 
your tenderneſs for the prince, which, at another 
„ conjuncture, I ſhould not - diſapprove. You 
„ ſhould even ſee me eager to enſure you of the 
hand of Henriquez, if the intereſt of his glory, 
« and that of the ſtate, did not oblige him to be- 
* ſtow it on Conſtantia. It is on that condition 
% only, that the late king has appointed him his 
e ſucceſſor; and would you have him prefer you 
eto the crown of Sicily? Believe me, I ſympa- 
«* thiſe with you in the cruel ſtroke you have re. 
« *ceived, but ſince we cannot withitand the de- 
e crees of deſtiny, make one generous effort. Your 
« glory is concerned in concealing from the king- 
dom the ridiculous hopes with which you flatter- 
ed yourſelf, Your ſenſibility for the king may 
“ raiſe reports to your diſadvantage z and the only 
means of preventing them will be to marry the 
* conſtable. In ſhort my dear Blanch, this is not 
sa time to deliberate. The king ſurrenders you 
6 for a throne, and marries Conſtantia, The con- 
ſtable has my promiſe, which I requeſt you will 
ow — and if J muſt uſe my authority to 
« bring you to this reſolution, I command you 
% to comply.“ 
After this remonſtrance, he left her to reflect 
upon what the had heard, hoping, that after having 
maturely conſidered the arguments he had uſed, to 
ſupport her virtue againſt her inclination, ſhe would 
rudently reſolve to give her hand to the conſtable. 
Fn this he was not miſtaken, But what pangs did 
it coſt the melancholy Blanch, before ſhe was able 
to form ſuch a reſolution 1 She was in a condition, 
which, of all others, was moſt worthy of com- 
paſſion. Grief tor ſceing her preſages of the infi- 
delity of Henriques changed into certainty, and for 
being conſtrained, in loſing him, to give herlelt away 
io another, whom ſhe could not love, created 7 
; uc 
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ſuch violent tranſports of affliction, that every mo- 
ment was attended with new torture. If my miſ- 
« fortune is certain,” cried ſhe, “ death only can 
« reſiſt it, Cruel deſtiny ! why was I fed with the 
« moſt delicious hope, when I was doomed to ſuch 
an abyſs of miſery ! and thou, perfidious lover 
* how canſt thou betroth thyſelf to another, after 
thou haſt promiled eternal fidelity to me? haſt 
« thou ſo ſoon forgot the faith which thou haſt 
« ſworn? To puniſh thee for having ſo cruelly de- 
i ceived me, may heaven make the nuptial bed, 
« which thou art going to ſtain with perjury, 
* not a ſcene of pleaſure, but remorſe; may t 

* careſſes of Conſtantia, convey poiſon to thy un- 
“faithful heart; and may thy marriage be as un- 
« happy as mine! Yes, traitor ! [will eſpouſe the con- 
« ſtable, whom I cannot love, to revenge me u 

* on myſelf, and puniſh me, for having ſo indiſ- 
« creetly choſen the object of my love. Since re- 
e ligion forbids me to make an attempt upon my 
« lite, the days I have to live ſhall be nothing 
« elſe than a ſeries of miſery and trouble. If thou 
« ſtill preſerveſt any tenderneſs for me, I ſhall, in 
* ſome degree, be revenged at thy ſeeing me throw 
« myſelf into the arms of another; and if thou haſt 
« entirely forgot me, Sicily, at leaſt, may boaſt 
* of having produced a woman, who puniſhed 
« herſelf for having too eaſily parted with her 
« heart.” 

In this ſituation did this unhappy victim of love 
and duty paſs the night that preceded her marriage 
with the conſtable; and Siffredi finding her the 
next day ready to comply with his deſire, delayed 
not to take the advantage of that favourable diſ- 
poſition. He ſent for the conſtable. to Belmont 
that very day, and married him privately to his 
daughter, in the chapel of the caſtle. It was not 
enough to renounce a crown, to loſe for ever, 
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a perſon whom ſhe adored, and beſtow herſelf up. 
on the object of her hatred, but ſhe was alſo oblj. 
ged to diſſemble her ſentiments before a huſband 
who was inflamed with the moſt ardent paſiion for 
her, and naturally of a jealous diſpoſition, That 
huſband, charmed with the poſſeſſion of what he 
held moſt dear, was continually in her company, 
and did not even permit her the ſad conſolation of 
bewailing her misfortune in ſecret. Night approach- 
ing, the daughter of Leontio felt her aMictiun 
redouble : but how great were her ſufferings when 
her women, after having undreſſed, left her alone 
with the conſtable ! He atked in a reſpectful man- 
ner, the cauſe of that forrow with which ſhe ſeemed 
to be depreſſed ; Blanch, perplexed by the queſtion, 
feigned herſelf indiſpoſed. This deceived her huſ- 
band for a time, but he did not long continue in his 
miſtake: for as he was really concerned at the con- 
dition in which he ſaw her, and preſſed her to retire 
to bed, hjs intreaties, which ſhe miſinterpreted, pre- 
ſented ſuch a horrid ſcene to her imayination, that, 
being unable to contain herſelf any longer, ſhe gave 
free vent to her ſighs and tears. What a ſight for a 
man, who believed himſelf at the very ſummit of 
his happineſs! He no longer doubted that the af. 
fliction of his wife portended ſomething ſiniſter to 
his loye. © Neyertheleſs, though the knowledge 
of it threw. him into a ſituation almoſt as deplora- 
ble as that of Blanch, he had ſuch command of him- 
ſelf as to be able to conceal his ſuſpicions, He 
redoubled his entreaties, and continued to requeſt 
his wife to go to reſt, aſſuring her, that he would 
not interrupt the repoſe which ſhe ſeemed fo much 
to require. He even offered to call her women, if 
ſhe..imagined their aſſiſtance could alleviate her in- 
diſpoſition. Blanch, encouraged by this promiſe, 
told him, that her preſent illneſs only required a 
little ſleep. He pretended to believe her; they 
. went 
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went to bed together, and paſſed a night very dif- 
ferent from thoſe which Cupid and Hymen beſtow 
on two lovers inſpired by mutual paſſion. 

While Siffredi's daughter indulged her ſorrow, 
the conſtable endeavoured within himſelf, to divine 
the cauſe that rendered his 9 ſo unhappy. 
He concluded, that he muſt certainly have a rival, 
but was bewildered in his own imagination, when 
he attempted to diſcover who that rival was; and 
the ſole reſult of his conjectures was, that he was the 
moſt unhappy of all mankind. He had already 
ſpent the greater part of the night in theſe agita- 
tions, when his ears were ſtruck with a hollow ſound, 
and he was not a little aſtoniſhed to hear ſomebody 
walking ſoftly in the chamber. He believed him- 
ſelf miſtaken; for he remembered that he himſelf 
had locked the door, after Blanch's women were 
gone, and undrew the curtain to dicover by the 
evidence of his eyes, the cauſe of the noiſe which 
he had heard: but the light, which had been left 
in the chimney, was extinguiſhed, and, in a ſhore 
time, he heard the name of Blanch repeated ſeveral 
times, in a ſoft and languiſhing tone. His jealoug 
ſuſpicions were now inflamed to fury, and, his ho- 
nour alarmed, obliging him to riſe, in order to pre- 
vent an affront, or take vengeance for it, he ſerzed 
his ſword, and moved towards that ſide whence the 
voice ſeemed to proceed, Feeling a naked ſword 
oppoſed to his own, he advanced, the other retired, 
he purſued, and the other vaniſhed from his purſuit; 
In vain did he ſearch for him, who ſeemed to fly 
through all the corners of the room, as much as the 
darkels would permit; he could not find him; he 
itopt, liſtened and heard nothing. All ſeemed to be 
enchantment! he approached the door, which he ima- 
pined had favoured the flight of the ſecret enemy of 

is honour, but he found it faſt locked as before. Not 
being able to comprehend any thing of this adven- 
0 4 ture, 
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ture, he reſolved to call thoſe of his people, who 
were neareſt, and as he opened the door for that 
——— ſtood in the paſſage, and kept himſelf on 
is guard, that the perſon whom he ſought might 
not efcape. 
Some of the ſervants hearing his repeated cries, 
came running with lights; upon which he took a 
candle, and made a new ſearch all over the cham- 
ber, ſword in hand; but found nobody, nor the leaſt 
trace of any perſon's having been there. He did 
not even perceive the private door, nor the opening 
hrough which there was a paſſage. He could not, 
however, be totally blind with regard to the cir- 
cumſtances of his misforune, but remained in a 
ſtrange confuſion of thought. Should he have re- 
courſe to Blanch, he imagined ſhe was too much 
concerned in the truth, for him to expect any expla- 
nation from her. He therefore determined to go 
and open the whole affair to Leontio, after having 
diſmiſſed his ſervants, telling them, that he thought 
he had heard a noiſe in his chamber, but was miſ- 
taken. He met his father- in- la / coming out of his 
apartment, at the diſturbance he had heard, and 
related to him what had happened, with all the 
marks of extreme agitation and concern. 
Siffredi was ſurpized at the adventure, which, 
though it appeared unaccountable, he nevertheleſs 
believed; and thinking that the king's love was 
capable of any thing, was exceedingly afflicted 
with that conſideration, But, far from encoura- 
ging the jealous ſuſpicions of his ſon-in-law, he 
repreſented to him, with an air of aſſurance, that 
the voice, which he thought he heard, and the 
ſword that was oppoſed to his, could be no other 
than phantoms of an imagination miſled by jea- 
louſy ; for it was impoſſible that any perſon could 
have gone into his daughter's chamber; that with 


regard to the melancholy which he had obſerved vo 
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his wife, it might be occaſioned by indiſpoſition 5 
that honour ought not to be an{werable for the 
viciſſitudes of difpoſition ; that the change of condi- 
tion in a girl bred up in ſolitude, who ſees herſelf on 
a ſudden delivered ro a man, whom ſhe has not had 
time to know and to eſteem, might be the caute of 
thoſe tears and ſighs, and that ſevere affliction, 
of which he complained ; that love was not to be 
kindled in the heart of maidens of noble birth, by 
any other means, than time and aſſiduity; he there- 
fore exhorted him to be calm, and to redouble his 
tenderneſs and care, in order to diſpoſe Blanch to 
become more ſenſible of his merit; and intreated 
him to return to his chamber, being fully perſuaded 
that his nneaſineſs and diſtruſt were injuries offered 
to the virtue of his wife. 
The conſtable made no reply to the remon- 
ſtrances of his father-in-law ; whether he really be- 
gan to think he had been impoſed upon by the dif- 
order of his mind, or judged it a wiſer courſe to diſ- 
ſemble, than vainly undertake to convince the old 
man of an event ſo void of probability, he re- 
turned to his apartment, lay down by his wife, and 
tried to obtain, by ſleep, ſome reſpite from his in- 
quietude. Blanch, on her part was equally un- 
ealy : ſhe was but too ſenſible of what the had 
heard, which alarmed her huſband, and could not 
conſider as an illuſion, an adventure, the ſecrets and 
motives of which ſhe knew—Surprized that Hen- 
riquez ſhould ſeek to introduce himſelf into her 
apartment, after having ſo ſolemnly pledged his 
faith to Conſtantia, inſtead of approving or rejoi- 
cing at this ſtep. ſhe looked upon 1t as a new out- 
rage, and her heart was incenſed againſt him. 
While the daughter of Siffredi, prejudiced 
againſt the young king, b-lieved him the moſt un- 
faithful of men, that unhappy prince, more ena- 
moured than ever, wiſhed for an interview with her, 
Vor. I. P þ in 
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in order to encourage her againſt the appearances that 
condemned him. Ie would for that purpoſe have 
come ſooner to Belmont, had he been permitted by 
the multiplicity of bulineſs in which he was neccl- 
ſarily engaged; but he could not ſteal away from 
court betore that night. He was too well acquainted 
with all the private corners ot a place where he had 
paſſed his whole lite, io be under any difficulty of 
petting unſeen into Siffredi's caſtle ; and he till had in 
is poſſeſſion the key of a private door that belonged 
to the garden, through which he got into his old apart- 
ment, from whence. he paſſed into Blanch's cham- 
ber Tou may imagine the aſtoniſhment of that 
prince when he found a man there, and felt a ſword 
_ oppoſed to his own, He had well nigh dilcover- 
ed himſelf, and puniſhed on the ſpot the audacious 
_ wretch, who durſt litt his ſacrilegious hand againit 
his ſovereign; but the reſpect he owed to Leontio's 
daughter ſuſpended his reſentment. He retired in 
the fame manner that he had entered, and more 
afflicted than ever, took the road to Palermo; 
where arriving ſome moments before day, he ſhut 
himſelf up in his apartment. But the agitation of 
his ſpirits deprived him of repoſe, he xelolved to 
return to Belmont; his ſafety, honour, and above 
all, his love, not permitting him to remain any 
longer ignorant of the leaſt circumſtance of ſuch 
an adventure. | 
At day break he commanded his hunting equi- 
page to be got ready, and, under the pretence ot 
taking that diverſion, rode into the foreſt of Bel- 
mont, attended by his ſportſmen and ſome courtiers. 
He followed the chace ſome time, the better tc 
conceal his intention; and when he ſaw every one 
eagerly engaged at the heels of the hounds, he ſe- 
parated himielf from them, and, all alone, withdrew 
to Leontio's caſtle. He was too well acquainted 
with the foreſt to loſe himſelf, and his impatience 
ng. 
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not permitting him to ſpare his horſe, he preſently 
over-run the diſtance that ſeparated him from the 
object of his love. He was contriving ſome plau- 
ſible pretext to 2 for himſelf a private inter- 
view with the daughter of Siffredi, when, croſſing 
a {mall road that led by one of the park- gates, hee 
rceived at a ſmall diſtance, two women, fitting: 
in cloſe converſation at the foot of a tree, Not 
doubting but theſe perſons belonged to the caſtle, 
the ſight of them creared ſome emotion within 
. he was much more agitated, when the 
women turning towards him at rhe noiſe of his 
horſe's fret, he knew one of them to be his be- 
loved Blanch, who had eſcaped from the caſtle with 
Niſa, one of her women, who enjoyed the greateſt 
ſhare of her confidence, to bewail her misfortune 

at full liberty. | AY 
He flew—he threw himſelf headlong (if I may 
be permitted the expreſſion) at her feet; and per- 
ceiving in her eyes all the marks of the moſt ſevere 
affliction, was melted at the light. Deareſt Blanch, 
« {aid he, ſulpend the emotions of your grief: 
« appearances, I confeſs, repreſent me culpable in 
your eyes: but when you are made acquainted 
«© with the deſign which | have formed in your 
behalt, that which you now deem criminal, will 
appear a proof of my innocence and exceſs of 
love.“ Theſe words, which Heneriquez thought 
capable of moderating, ſerved only to redouble the 
affliction of Blanch, who would have anſwered him, 
had not her ſighs prevented her utterance. The prince, 
aſtoniſhed at her diſorder, ſaid, * What“ madam, 
* cannot I, then, remove your diſquiet? By what 
« misfortune have I loſt your confidence? I, who 
% hazard my crown, and even my life, to preſerve 
„ myſelt yours!“ The daughter of Siffredi, then 
making an Effort to explain herſelf replied, ** Sir 
« your promiſes are now unſeaſonable.— Nothing, 
P Pp 2 hence 


292 The ADVENTURES of 


** henceforth can unite my deſtiny to yours.“ « Cry. 
« el Blanch ]“ ſaid Henriquez, interrupting her with 
« wartnth, „What horrible words are thele I hear ! 
„% Who dares to raviſh you from my love? 
„Who dares oppoſe the fury of a king, why 
* would put all Sicily in flames, rather than ſuffer 
you to be torn from his hopes?” ---+* All your 
e power, Sir,” anſwered Siffredi's daughter in a 
languiſhing manner, * cannot remove the obſtacles 
by which we are ſeparated.---1 am the conſtable's 
„wife.“ 

« The conſtable's wife !” cried the prince, ſtag- 
gering backwards, and unable to proceed. He 
was confounded and overwhelmed by this unex- 
pected blow: his ſtrength forſook him, and he 
dropt down at the root of a tree that grew behind 
him. Pale, trembling and aghaſt, his eyes onl 
were at liberty, which he fixed upon Blanch, in ſuch 
à manner, as to convince her how deeply he was 
affected with the unhappy tidings ſhe had delivered. 
On the other hand, ſhe gazed upon him with an air 
which ſufficiently declared that her emotions were 
little different from thoſe he felt; and theſe two un- 
fortunate lovers preſerved, between them, a ſilence 
that had ſomething terrible in it. At length the 

rince, recollecting himſelf a little, by an effort of 
his courage, reſumed the difcourſe, and ſaid to 
Blanch with a ſigh, © What have you done, ma- 
„dam? your credulity has ruined me, and undone 
« yourſelt.” bs 

Blanch, piqued at the prince's ſeeming to up- 
braid her when ſhe thought ſhe had infinitely more 
reaſon to complain of him, replied, + What, Sir! 
do you add diſſimulation to infidelity ? Would 
« you have me diſcredit my own eyes and ears, and 
« believe you innocent, in ſpite of the evidence of 
my ſenſes ? No, Sir, 1 confeſs myſelf incapable 
« of ſuch an effort of reaſon.” * Believe me, ma- 
dam, aniwered the king, . you are impoſed * 
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«by theſe very witneſſes which ſeem ſo faithful ; 
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even they have aſſiſted in betraying you; and 
that am I both innocent and faithful is no leſs true 

than that you are the conſtable's wife.“ How, 
Sir!“ anſwered ſhe, © did I not hear you con- 
firm to Conſtantia, the preſent of your hand and 
heart? Have you not aſſured the nobles of the 
kingdom, that you would fulfil the conditions of 
the will of the late king ; and has not the princeſs 
received the homage ot your new ſubjects, in the 
character of queen and ſpouſe of Henriquez ? Were 
my eyes then faſcinated ? Say rather, unfaithful 
prince] that you did not think Blanch deſerved 
to balance in your heart the intereſt of a throne ; 
and without ſtooping to feign a paſſion that you 
no longer te-l, and perhaps you never felt, con- 
ſeſs that the crown of Sicily appeared to you 
more permanent with Conſtantia, than with 
Leontio's daughter, You are not to be blamed, 


«© Sir: a ſplendid throne was no more my due 


than the heart of ſuch a prince as yqu are. I 
was indeed too vain to pretend to either; but 


you ought not to have indulged me in my 
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error. You know the alarms I ſuffered on ac- 


count of loſing you; a misfortune that then ap- 
peared to me almoſt inevitable. Why did you 
encourage me with hope? Would to hea- 
ven my fears had not been diſſipated ! I ſhould 
then have accuſed fortune, not you; and you 
would have, at leaſt, preſerved my heart, though 
at the expence of a hand which no other ſhould 


ever have obtained. It is now too late to juſtity 


yourſelf : I am the conſtable's wife ; and that I 
may ſpare myſelf the conſequence of a converſa- 
tion that makes my honour bluſh, give me leave, 


Sir, without failing in that reſpect, which I owe 


you, to quit the preſence of a prince, whoſe 


words I am no longer at liberty to hearken 
to.“ 
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After theſe words ſhe parted with Henrique: 
with as much expedition as her preſent weak condi. 
tion would allow. Stop, madam,” cried he, 
« and do not drive to deſpair a prince, who will 
* rather overturn that throne, which you upbraid 
« him with having preferred to you, than fultil 
« the expectation of his new ſubjects.” * That 
&« ſacrifice,” ſaid Blanch, “is at preſent uſeleſs. 
« While I am married to the conſtable, theſe gene- 
« rous tranſports will not avail : ſince | am then 
« no longer at liberty, it is of ſmall importance 
« to. me that you reduce. Sicily to aſhes, or on 
„ whom you beſtow'your hand, If I have been 
e weak enough to ſuffer my heart to be ſurprized, 1 
% ſhall at lcaft have fortitude enough to ſtifle its 
* emotions, and let the new king of Sicily ice, 
« that the conſtable's wife is no —.— the lover 
« of prince Henriquez.” After having pronounced 
theſe words, being cloſe to the park-gate, ſhe en- 
| tered it {ſuddenly with Niſa; and locking it on 
the other ſide, left the prince overwhelmed with 
deſpair. He could not recover the blow which 
Blanch had given him by the news'of her mar- 
riage, * Unjuſt woman!“ cried he, “ you have 
« loft all remembrance of our mutual engagement! 
In ſpite of our reciprocal vows, we are for ever 
« ſeparated ; and the idea which I had cheriſhed of 
« poſſeſſing your charms was only a vain illuſion, 
« Ah, cruel maid | how dearly did I purchaſe your 
« approbation of my flame!?  . | 

The image of his rival's happineſs then preſented 
itſelf to his fancy with all the horrors of jealouſy ; 
which for ſome moments took ſuch full poſſeſſion 
of his ſoul, that he was on the point of ſacrificing 
the conſtable, and even Siffredi himſelf, to his re- 
ſentment.---Reaſon, however, by degrees, allevia- 
ted the violence of his tranſports : but the impoſli- 
bility he perceived of baniſhing from Blanch the im- 
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Mons ſhe retained of his infidelity, threw him 
again into deſpair, He flattered himſelf with the 
hopes of effacing them, if he could converſe with 
her at liberty: for which purpoſe, judging it neceſ- 
ſary to remove the conſtable, he reſolved to have 
him apprehended, as a perſon ſuſpected of deſigns 

inſt the ſtate, He accordingly charged with this 
office the captain of his guards, who, repairing to 
Belmont, ſecured his perſon in the twilight, and 
brought him priſoner to the caſtle of Palermo, 

This incident filled all Belmont with conſterna- 
tion. Siffredi ſet out immediately to offer himſelf 
to the king as a ſecurity for his ſon-in-law, and to 
' repreſent the dreadful conſequences of ſuch an 
arreſt, The prince who expected this ſtep of his 
miniſter, and who was determined, at all events, to 
obtain a free interview with Blanch, before the con- 
ſtable ſhould be releaſed, had expreſsly ordered that 
no perſon whatever ſhould ſpeak with him till tho 
next day. But Leontio, notwithſtanding this com- 
mand, finding means to get acceſs to the king's 
chamber, preſented himſelf before him, ſaying, 
Sir, if a faithful and obedient ſubje& may be 
« permitted to complain of his maſter, I am come 
* to complain of you to yourſelf.---What crime 
** has my ſon-in-law committed? Has your ma- 
jeſty duly reflected on the indelible reproach you 
have fixed upon my family, and on the conſe- 
$6 — of an impriſonment, which 3 alienate 
from your ſervice the affections of thoſe who fill 
the moſt important poſts of the realm?“ „1 
have certain intelligence,” replied the king, 
that the conſtable carries on a criminal correſ- 
„ pondence with the infant Don Pedro.” © A 
* criminal correſpondence !”” cried Leontio with 
66 ſurprize, „Ah! do not believe it.---Your 
* majeſty is impoſed upon: treaſon never found 
# admittance into the family of Siffredi; and the 
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* conſtable's being my fon in law, is ſufficient to 
* excuſe him from all ſuſpicion. The conſtable 
is innocent; but ſome private views have indu- 
* ced you to arteſt him.“ 

Since you ſpeak fo freely,” replied the king, 
I will ſpeak to you in the fame manner. You 
complain of the conſtable's being impriſoned; 
but have nat I more reaſon to complain of your 
* cruelty? It is you, barbarous Siffredi! who 
have robbed me of my happineſs, and reduced 
me, by your officious cares, to a condition that 
** makes me envy the very loweſt of mankind. But 
, do nat flatter yourſelf that I will enter into 
your ſchemes: my marriage with Conſtantia is 
* reſolved upon in vain.” „How, Sir,” cried 
Leontio, trembling, “can you refuſe to marry the 
* — after having flattered her with that 
** hope in the preſence of your people?“ If! 
* deceive their expectation,” rephed the king, 
e aſcribe it ſolely to your own folly. Why did you 
* hy me under a neceſſity of promiſing that which 
it was umpoſtible I could perform? Who com- 
* pelled you to ſign a paper, which J gave your 
daughter, with the name of Conſtantia ? you was 
not ignorant of my intention. You tyrannized 
over the heart of Bianch, in obliging her to mar- 
* ry a man ſhe did not love. But what right had 
« you to diſpoſe of mine, in favour of a princets 
* whom I deteſt ? Have you forgot that ſhe is the 
daughter of that cruel Mathilda, who trampling 
under her feet all the ties of blood and humpani- 
* ty, compelled my father to breathe his laſt, un- 
* cer all the rigours of captivity? And ſhall [ 
*: efpouſe her? No, Siffredi'! Baniſh the ideas 
* Before you ſee the torch of theſe deteſted nuptials 
* lighted, you will fee all Sicily in flames, and its 
$ aſhes quenched in blood!“ 
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What do I hear!” cried Leontio, „Ah, 
«© Sir! what a proſpect have you cxhibited to 
« me? What horrid menaces |---But I am unſea- 
« ſonably alarmed,” added he, in another tone; 
« you have too great a regard for your ſubjects, to 
« entail upon them ſo much miſery. You will 
« not ſuffer yourſelf to be ſurmounted by love. 
&« You will not tarniſh your virtues with the weak- 
« geſſes of ordinary men. If I have beſtowed 
my daughter on the conſtable, it was done, Sir, 
« with a view of acquiring for your majeſty a va- 
liant ſubject; one who can ſupport with his 
« arm, and the troops which are ar his diſpoſal, 
« your intereſt againſt that of the prince Don Pedro. 
el thought that in attaching him to my family by 
« ſuch intimate ties Ha l thele are the ties,” 
cried the prince Henriquez, “ theſe are the fatal 
ties that have undone me! Cruel friend! why 
&* did you inflict on me ſo ſevere a puniſhment ? 
« Did I order you, to conduct my affairs at the 
« expence of my happineſs? Why did you not 
« leave me to ſupport my claims by myſelt ? Did 
« ] want courage to reduce thoſe who thould dare 
to rebel againſt me? I ſhould have known how 
eto puniſh the conſtable if he had diſobeyed me. 1 
* know that kings ought not to be tyrants, and 
« that the happineſs of their people ſhould be their 
« principal aim; but muſt they therefore become 
* the ſlaves of their ſubjects, and from the moment 
that heaven chooſes them to govern, muſt they 
* be deprived of the right that nature grants to all 
> m5, of diſpoſing their affections as they pleaſe ? 
« Ah! if they muſt not enjoy the privilege of the 
% loweſt claſs of mortals, take back, Siffredi, 
that ſovereign power which you would con- 
* firm to me at the expence of my re- 
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„% 'You cannot be ignorant, Sir, replied the mi. 
“  niſter, that your marriage with the princeſs was, 
« by the late king, made the condition of your 
«* ſucceſſion to the crown.“ And what right, 
e anſwered Henriquez, had he to eſtabliſh that dif. 
« poſition ? Had he received ſuch an unworthy 
& law, when he ſucceeded to his brother king 
&« Charles! And how came you to be fo weak as 
to ſubmiit to the unjuſt condition? For an 
« high chancellor, it appears, that you are very ill 
« informed of our cuſtoms. In a word, though 1 
«© have promiſed my hand to Conſtantia, it was not 
« a voluntary engagement, therefore I think my- 
« ſelf diſpenſed from the performance of it; and 
« it Don Pedro, from my refuſal, conceives the 
ce hopes of aſcending my throne, without engag- 
„ ing the people in a rn which might colt 
e too great an effuſion of blood, let the ſword de- 
« cide in ſingle combat, which of us is moſt 
« worthy of the throne.” Leontio, not daring to 
urge him any farther, contented himſelf with aſking 
on his knees, the enlargement of his ' ſon-in-law, 
which he obtained.---< Go, ſaid the king, to Bel. 
„mont, whither the conſtable ſhall ſoon follow 
« you.” The miniſter went away, and arrived at 
Belmont, imagining his ſon-in-law would not bt 
long behind him. But in this he was miſtaken : 
Henriquez was determined to ſee Blanch that night, 
and therefore deferred the releaſement of her huſ- 
band till the next day. | 

In the mean time, the conſtable was tortured 
with the moſt ſevere reflections : his impriſonment 
had opened his eyes, with regard to the real cauſe 
of his misfortune : he therefore abandoned himſelt 
entirely to his jealouſy ; and renouncing the allegi- 
ance he had hitherto ſo faithfully preſerved, breath- 
ed nothing but revenge. Imagining the king would 


nor fail of being with Blanch that night, in order 
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to ſurprize them together, he entreated the governor 
of the caſtle of Palermo to permit him to go out, 
aſſuring him that he would return to priſon early 
the next morning. The governor, who was en- 
tirely devoted to him, conlented to this the more 
readily, as he knew that Siffredi had already obtain- 
ed his liberty; and even furniſhed him with a 
horſe to' carry him to Belmont ; where the con- 
{table being arrived, he faſtened his horſe to a 
tree, entered the park by a little door, of which 
he had the key, and was ſo lucky as to get into 
the caſtle unperceived. He went immediately to 
his wife's apartment, and concealing himſelf in 
an anti chamber behind a ſcreen, which he found 
there, propoſed from thence to oblerve all that 
ſhould pals, and to appear ſuddenly in Blanch's 
chamber, upon hearing the leaſt noiſe. —In this 
ſituation, he ſaw Niſa come out from her miſtreſs, 
and retire to the cloſet where ſhe lay. 

Siffredi's daughter, who had eaſily diſcerned the 
motive of her huſband's impriſonment, concluded 
that he would not return that night to Belmont, 
though her father had acquainted her that the 
king aſſured him the conſtable would ſet out ſoon 
after him. She did not doubt but Henriquez 
would take the advantage of that conjuncture to 
viſit and converſe with her without reſerve ; and in 
this opinion ſhe waited for the prince, in order to 
reproach him with an action which might have 
terrible conſequences with regard to her. Accord- 
ingly, in a ſhort time after Niſa had withdrawn, 
the partition opened, and the king appeared and 
threw himſelf at Blanch's feet, ſaying, *+* Madam, 
* do not condemn before you have granted me 
* the hearing: If I have ordered the conſtable to 
* be impriſoned, conſider it was the only means [ 
had to juſtify myſelf ; therefore impute that ar- 
* tifice to yourſelf alone. Why did you this 
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* morning, refuſe to hearken to me? Alas! to. 
* morrow your huſband will be enlarged, and! 
** ſhall never have an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
« you again, Hear me then, for the laſt time: 
if the loſs of you makes me the moſt wretched 
* of mankind, at leaſt grant me the melancholy 
«+ conſolation of convincing you, that my infidelity 
is not the cauſe of my misfortune; for though 
* I confirmed to Conſtantia the offer of my hand, 
* it was what I could not diſpenſe with doing, in 
the ſituation to which your father had reduced 
me. There was a neceſſity for my deceiving 
the princeſs, for your intereſt as well as my own, 
„ in order to ſecure to you the crown as well as 
the perſon of your lover. This I flattered my- 
„ ſelf with accomphſhing, and had already taken 
© meaſures to cancel that fatal engagement; but 
* you haye deſtroyed my plan, and, by giving 
„ yourſelf away too inconſiderately, laid up a fund 
& of eternal ſorrow for two hearts, which might 
* have been rendered happy by the molt inviola- 
© ble love!“ 
Hie ended this complaint with ſuch viſible marks 
of real deſpair, that Blanch was touched with his 
condition, and no longer doubted his innocence, 
which at firſt gave her ſome conſolation; bur atter- 
wards, ſtung with the conſideration of her misfor- 
tune; „Alas, Sir ! ſaid ſhe, after the cruel deter- 
« mination of our fate, you only increaſe my 
« affliction by convincing me that you were not 
„e puilty | What have I done? wretch that I am 
my reſentment has betrayed me ! I thought my- 
« ſelf abandoned, and in revenge accepted of the 
% conſtable's hand, which was preſented to me by 
« my father! I am guilty of the crime, and have 
ie been the cauſe of our misfortunes ! Alas! while 
« ] accuſed you of having deceived me, it was 
+ I, too credulous lover! it was 1 who _ 
© thole 
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« thoſe bonds which I had ſworn: to keep for 
« ever inviolate | Revenge yourſelf, Sir, in your 
turn. Deſpiſe the ungrateful Blanch,---forget 
« her,” Ah, madam | ſaid Henriquez, with a 
« melancholy air, how ſhall I be able to tear 
from my — a paſſion, which even your in- 
« juſtice cannot extinguiſh !“ You muſt how. 
« ever, Sir, make that effort,” replied Siffredi's 
daughter, ſighing. And are you then capable 
« of that effort yourſelf ?“ ſaid the king, * I 
« cannot promiſe to ſucceed, anſwered ſhe, but I 
“ will ſpare no pains in the endeavour.” ( Ah, 
« cruel Blanch ! taid the prince, you will eaſily for- 
get Henriquez, ſince you are able to form ſuch 
« a reſolution !'* And what can you expect? 
« replied the, in a more reſolute tone; do you 
« flatter yourſelf, that I will permit you to conti- 
nue your addreſſes ? No, Sir, abandon that hope. 
Though I was not born to be a queen, heaven 
« never formed me to liſten to diſhonourable love. 
« My huſband, as well as you, Sir, is deſcended 
« from the noble houſe of Anjou; and if my 
duty did not raiſe an inſurmountable obſtacle 
« to your gallantry, my honour would hinder 
* me from enduring it: I conjure you, therefore, 
« to retire, We muſt ſee each other no more.” 
Heavens! what barbarity | replied the king: 
« Ah, Blanch! is it poſſible that you ſhould 
treat me with ſuch ſeverity ? You do not think 
then, that your being in the arms of the con- 
“ ſtable, is ſufficient to overwhelm me? you muſt 
+ alſo forbid me your ſight, the only conſolation 
« | had left!“ „Fly me, rather, anſwered the 
* daughter of Siffredi weeping ; the ſight of what 
* we tenderly love, ceaſes to be pleaſing, when 
the hope of poſſeſſing it is loſt. Adieu, Sir! 
* Fly from me. You owe that effort to your 
own glory and my reputation. I aſk it alſo, for 
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* my repoſe: for though my virtue ſhould 
* not be alarmed by the emotions of my heart, 
the remembrance of your tenderneſs will entail 
& upon me ſuch cruel conflicts, that I ſhall ſcarce 
& have ſtrength ſufficient to ſupport them.“ 

She pronounced theſe words ſo emphatically, 
that ſhe accidentally overturned a candleſtick which 
ſtood on a table behind her; and the candle being 
extinguiſhed in falling, ſhe took. it up in order to 
light it again, for which purpole, ſhe opened the 
door of the antichamber, and went to the cloſer 
of Niſa, who was not yet gone to bed. The king, 
who waited for her return, no ſooner ſaw her ap- 
proach with the light, than he made preſſing in- 
ſtances to her, that ſhe would ſuffer his attachment. 
The conſtable hearing the prince's voice, ruſhed in- 
to the chamber {word in hand, almoſt at the ſame 
time that his wife entered, and advancing towards 
Henriquez with all the reſentment that his rage 
inſpired, ** This, ſaid he, is too much, thou ty- 
rant! think not that I am baſe enough to endure 
<« the affront thou haſt done my honour.” Trai- 
<« tor, replied the king, (putting himſelf in a 
poſture of defence) © do not imagine that thou art 
« able to execute thy deſigns with impunity.“ 
With theſe words they began a combat which was 
too furious to continue long : the conſtable fearing 
that Siffredi and his ſervants, alarmed at the cries 
of Blanch, would immediately come and oppoſe 
his yengeance, fought without caution. His fury 
diveſted him of judgment; he fo little regarded 
his ſafety, that he run upon his adverſary's ſword, 
which entered his body to the hilt, and the mo- 
ment he fell, the king checked his indignation. 

Leontio's daughter, touched with the condition 
in which ſhe ſaw her huſband, and ſurmounting 
the natural reluctance ſhe had for him, threw her- 
{elf on the floor, and ſupported him with the _ 
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alfectionate concern. But the unhappy huſband 
was too much prepoſſeſſed againſt her, to be affecct- 
ed with theſe expreſſions of her ſorrow and com- 
paſſion. Death, whoſe approaches he felt, could 
not ſuppreſs the tranſports of his jealouſy ; he 
ſaw nothing in his laſt moments, but the happi- 
neſs of his rival, and the idea appeared ſo horrid, 
that, ſummoning all the ſtrength he had left, he 
lifted the fword which was ſtill in his hand, and 
plunged it in the breaft of Blanch. Die, ſaid he, 
« die, unfaithful woman, ſince the ties of marriage 
« have been too weak to preſerve that faith which 
« you ſwore to me at the altar! And thou, Henri- 
« quez, added he, boaſt not of thy deſtiny. Thou 
« canſt not enjoy my. misfortune, and therefore 1 
« die ſatisfied.” Having ſpoke thus, he expired, 
and his countenance, covered as it were with the 
ſhades of death, ſtill retained ſomething fierce and 
terrible, That of Blanch preſented quite a diffe- 
rent ſpectacle. The blow ſhe received was mortal: 
ſhe fell upon the body of her dying huſband, and 
the blood of this innocent victim was mixed with 
that of her murderer, who had executed his cruel 
reſolution ſo ſuddenly, that the king had not time 
to prevent its effects. 

he unfortunate prince ſeeing Blanch fall, utter- 
ed a piercing cry, and, more confounded than ſhe, 
with the ſtroke that robbed her of life, haſtened 
to give her the ſame ſuccour that ſhe had offered to 
the conſtable. © But, Sir, ſaid ſhe, with a faul- 
tering voice, ( your endeavours are ineffectual. I 
am the victim which unpitying fate demands: 
may it appeaſe the wrath of heaven, and ſecure 
the happineſs of your reign!” As ſhe pro- 
nounced theſe words, Leontio, brought thither by 
her cries, entered the chamber, and ſtruck with the 
objects that preſented themſelves to his eyes, be- 
came motionleſs ; while Blanch, without a 
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him, continuing to ſpeak to the king, ſaid, © Adieu, 
prince, cheriſh my memory. My love and mil. 
e fortunes claim that favour. Entertain no reſent. 
« ment againſt my father. Comfort his age and 
« forrow, and do juſtice to his integrity. Above 
„ all, make known my innocence.” This is what 
J principally recommend to you. Adieu, my 
« dear Henriquez.I die receive my laſt Ggh !” 
At theſe words ſhe expired; and the king, after 
8 a melancholy ſilence for ſome time, ſaid 
to Siffredi, who was overwhelmed with horror, 
„ Behold, Leontio, contemplate your own work, 
and in this tragical event, conſider the fruit of 
your officious care and zeal for my ſervice !” 
.---The old man was ſo penetrated with ſorrow, 
that he could make no reply---But why ſhould [ 
attempt to deſcribe thoſe things which language 
cannot expreſs? Let it ſuffice to ſay, that both 
uttered the moſt affecting complaints, as ſoon as 
the greatneſs of their affliction permitted them the 
uſe of ſpeech. _ 

The king preſerved the moſt tender remem- 
brance of his miſtreſs ever after, and could never 
-be prevailed upon to marry Conſtantia, who being 
joined by the Infant Don Pedro, they ſpared no- 
thing to avail themſelves of Roger's laſt will: but 

were at laſt obliged to yield to prince Henri- 

uez, who fubdued all his enemies. As for Sit- 
redi, the anguith he felt for having been the cauſe 
of ſo many misfortunes, detached him from the 
world, and rendered his native country inſuppor- 
table to him: he therefore abandoned Sicily, and 
croſſing over into Spain with Portia, the only child 
he had remaining, purchaſed this caſtle, where he 
lived near fifteen years after the death of Blanch, 
and had the ſatisfaction before he died, of ſeeing 
Portia ſettled: ſhe married Don Jerome de Silva, 


and | am the only iſſue of that marriage. This, 
* (added 
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added the widow of Don Pedro de Pinares) * is 
+ the hiſtory of my family, and a faithful rela- 
« tion of the misfortunes repreſented in that pic- 
© tyre, which my grandfather, Leontio, ordered to 
« be painted as a monument of the fatal adventure 


« to his poſterity. | 


CHAP. V. 
thi Aves & Gefact kibowl ar alete 


\RT1Z, her companions, and I, after heariti 
this hiſtory, withdrew, and left Aurora an 

Elvira in the hall, where they ſpent the remainder 
of the day in converſation. Far from being tired 
with each other, the next day when we ſet out, they 
were as much affected at parting, as two friends, 
who had long lived agreeably together. 
At laſt we arrived, without meeting any diſagree- 
able accident, at Salamanca, where we immediately 
took a ready furniſhed houſe, and dame Ortiz, as 
we had concerted it, aſſumed the name of Donna 
Ximena de Guſman. She had been too long a du- 
enna not to be a good actreſs; accordingly going, 
out one morning with Aurora, a waiting-maid, an 
valet, ſhe repaired to a lodging-houſe, where we 
underſtood Pacheco uſually lived. Having enquired 
if they had an apartment to let, they anſwered in 
the affirmative, and ſhewed her into one 
handſomely furniſhed, which ſhe immediately Fired, 
giving earneft to the landlady, and telling her, that 
it was intended for one of her nephews who Was 
coming from Toledo to ſtudy at Salamanca, and 
would arrive that very day. | 
The duenna and my miſtreſs having ſecured this 
ſodging went home again, and the fair Aurora im- 
mediately transformed herſelf into a cavalier z co- 
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vering her black hair with a light-coloured tour, 
painting her eyebrows of the ſame complexion, and 
adjuſting herſelf in ſuch a manner as that ſhe might 
very well paſs for a young nobleman. Her carriage 
was free and eaſy; and excepting her face, which 
was rather too handſome for a man, nothing could 
poſſibly betray her diſguiſe : her maid who was to 
ſerve in the character of page, took the drels alſo, 
'and we were under no apprehenſion of her perform- 
ing her part properly, for ſhe had a good modeſt 
aſſurance in her air, which was very well; adapt- 
ed to the part ſhe was to play. In the atternoon, 
theſe two actreſſes being properly. equipt to appear 
on the ſtage, that is, in the lodging which had 
been taken, I accompanied them thither in a coach, 
with all the baggage we ſhould have occaſion 
for. = 
The landlady, whoſe name was Bernarda Ra- 
mirez, received us with great civility, and conduct- 
ed us to our apartment, where we vegan to enter 
into converſation, and agreed with her for our board 
by the month. Then aſking her if ſhe had ma- 
ny boarders, ſhe replied, I have none at pre- 
« ſent. I might have abundance, if I choſe to take 
« all forts of people; but I receiye none but young 
*© noblemen ; and I expect one this evening, who 
“ comes from Madrid to finiſh his ſtudies here. 
„ His name is Don Lewis de Pacheco; perhaps 
« you may have heard of him.” No,“ ſaid Au- 
rora, 1 know nothing of him, and you will 
„ oblige me by acquainting me what ſort of a man 
«© he is, ſince I am to lodge in the fame houſe with 
„ hm.“ Sir,“ anſwered the landlady, looking at 
the pretended cavalier, ** he is quite a fine figure, 
« and pretty much of your own make. Ah! 
c how happy you will be in each other's company 
« By St. Jago, 1 may doaſt of having at my houſe 
4 twor of the genteeleſt noblemen in Spain.“ This 


* „„ Don 


1 SIL. BLA 305 
«Don Lewis,“ replied my miſtreſs, „has doubt- 
« Jeſs a thouſand love-intrigues in this city.“ 
& Yes, I'll affure you,” replied the old woman, 
« he is a briſk gallant upon my honour. He need 
« only ſhew himſelf and he is ſore to make con- 
« queſts ;' and among others he has quite captl- 
« yated a lady of youth and beauty, whoſe name 
« is Iſabella, an old lawyer's daughter, who doatss 
on him to diſtraction.“ * And tell me, good 
« woman,” cried Aurora, (interrupting her with 
precipitation) * is he as much in love with 
« her?” He was,” replied Bernarda Ramirez, 
« before his departure from Madrid; but 1 know 
e not if he retains his paſſion for her ſtill; for in 
« theſe points he is not much to be depended up- 
ton, but runs from woman to woman, as all 
young gentlemen uſually do.” Þ 
The good widow had ſcarce done fpeaking, when 
hearing a noiſe in the courr- yard, we looked 
through the window and perceived two men alight» 
ing from their horſes : theſe were no other than Don 
Lewis de Pacheco himſelf, juſt arrived from Ma- 
drid with his valet de chambre. The old woman 
left us in order to receive him, and my miſtreſs pre- 
pared herſelf,*(not without ſome emotion) to play 
the part of Don Felix. Don Lewis immediately 
entered our apartment in his boots, and ſaluted 
Aurora, ſaying, ** Hearing that a young nobleman 
of Toledo is a lodger here, I beg leave to ex- 
+ — my joy in having him for a companion.“ 
While my miſtreſs returned this compliment, Pa- 
checo ſeemed ſurprized to ſee ſuch an amiable cava- 
lier; and could not help telling her, that he had ne- 
ver beheld any man ſo handſome and genteel. After 
many civilities had paſſed on both ſides, Don Lew- 
is retired to the apartment alotted for him. 
While he was taking off his boots and dreſſing, 
a fort of page who wanted to deliver a letter to him, 
FE R r 2 meet- 
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meeting Aurora on the ſtair-caſe by accident, mil. 
took her for Don Lewis, and giving her the billet, 
ſaid, „ Signior cavalier, though I Tote never be. 
** fore ſeen Signior Pacheco, I belive I need not 
.* aſk if you are the gentleman; being perſuaded 
% that I am not miſtaken ?” No, Friend,” (re- 
| Plicd my miſtreſs with admirable preſence of mind) 
indeed you are not miſtaken, and you acquit 
* yourſelt of your commiſſion ſurpriſingly well. 1 
am Don Lewis de Pacheco; you may return; 
% and I will take care to ſend an anſwer.” The page 
diſappearing, Aurora ſhut herſelf 5 with her maid 
and me, and opening the letter read as follows: 


HAVE juſt heard that you are arrived at 
lis Salamanca, With what joy did I receive 
e the welcome news! My tranſport had nearly got 
she better of my reaſon !—But is Iſabella till 
dear to you? Make haſte, and convince her of 
your conſtancy ; though I believe ſhe will ſcarce 
be able to ſupport the pleaſure of being affured 
e that you continue faithful,” 


118. | 
This billet,” ſaid Aurora, “ proclaims the 
% violence of the author's paſſion; and the lady is 
* à rival that I have As to be alarmed at. [ 
muſt ſpare nothing to detach Don Lewis from 
55 her, and even to hinder him from ſeeing her: the 
* unfertaking 1 confeſs is difficult; but nevertheleſs 
] do not deſpair of ſucceſs.” My miſtreſs having 
. muſed a few minutes, added, I engage there 
. 5+ ſhall be à breach between them in 3 2 twen- 
% ty-foyr hours.” Pacheco, having taken a little 
.repoſe in his ow] apartment, returned to ours, and 
renewed his converſation with Aurora before ſupper. 
5 Sjenior cavalier,” ſaid he, with an air of pleaſan- 
try, © I believe the huſpands and lovers will have 
Eno reaſon to rejoice at your arrival in * ; 


— 
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« but rather have cauſe to be uneaſy ; for my own 
« part, I tremble for my conqueſts,” * Harkee, 
(anſwered my miſtreſs, in the ſame tone) © your 
6 fears are not ill grounded: Don Felix de Men- 
«.doza. is a formidable man, I aſſure you. I have 
6. been in this country before, and have experienced 
that the women here are not inſenſible q about a 
* month ago, as I paſſed through this city, I'ſtopt 
« about eight days, and I will tell you in confi- 
« dence, that 1 inflamed the heart of an old Law- 
„ yer's daughter. _ | . 
IJ perceived that Don Lewis was chagrined at 
this intelligence. May I, without being thought 
„ impertinent, ſaid he, aſk the lady's name.“ 
« Ho-] without being thought unpertinent1 
cried the pretended Don Felix, why ſhould 1 
+ make a myſtery of it to you? Do you think me 
more reſerved. than other noblemen of my age? 
1 Tou muſt not do me ſuch injuſtice. . Beſides, 
e between you and I, the object does not merit 
«ſuch delicacy. She is only a paltry citizen's 
daughter, and a man of quality, you know, is 
«. geyer ſeriouſly engroſſed by ſuch abigails; but 
% ſuppoſes he does them an honour in debauch- 
„ jing them. I will therefore, without ceremony, 
acquaint you with the name of the lawyer's 
„ daughter, which is, Iſabella.“ And the law- 
« yer, cried Pacheco, interrupting her with im- 
patience) ** is not he called Signior Murcia de la 
„ Lianna?” The very ſame, replied my miſ- 
treſs; here is a letter which I have juſt received 
44. from her. You may read it, and fee whether 
* you think the lady has a kindneſs for me or not.” 
Don Lewis caſting his eyes over the billet, knew 
the hand, and was ſtruck dumb with confuſion, 
„What is the matter? ſaid Aurora, with an air of 
aſtoniſhment ; + why you change colour | Heaven 
u forgive me!] but I believe, you have ſome con- 
22 n « cern 
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n cern for this lady. Ah! how angry am] with 
4 myſelf for having Tpeks” ſo freely of her!“ 
I think myſelf much obliged to you for your 
«information, ſaid Den Lewis, in a tranſport of 
anger and diſdain. le Perfidious, fickle creature 
&« Don Felix, I am bound to you for ever. You 
« have extricated me from an error, in which 1 
«might have remained a long time. I thought 
„ myſelf beloved. Beloved, did | ſay? I thought 
« myſelf adored by that Habella. 1 had, indeed, 
« ſome regard for the creature; but now I fee the 
* js a coquet who deſerves nothing but contempt.” 
* applaud your reſentment, ſaid Aurora, (feign- 
ing indignation in her turn) © a lawyer's daughter 
&©/ought'to think herſelf extremely happy, in having 
« fuch an accompliſhed nobleman as you for her 
„ lover. Her inconſtancy is inexcuſable; and far 
© from accepting the ſacrifice ſhe makes of you, 
ee intend to puniſh-her by lighting her favours.” 
For miy part, replied Pacheco, the only revenge 
«that 1 ſhall; take, is never to ſee her again.” 
Nou ae certainly right, cried the falſe Mendoza 4 
x” nevertheleſs, that ſhe may be convinced how 
« much we both deſpiſe her, I think each of us 
cc ſhould write to her an inſulting letter, which 1 
ill incloſe in one paper, and ſend as an anſwer 
<- to her billet.” But before we proceed to this ex- 
<"tremity, conſult your heart.” Perbaps, you will, 
% one day, repent of having diſcarded Ifabella.” 
«Ns; no, replied Don Lewis, I ſhall never be fo 
„ Weak ; and I willingly conſent to mortity the un- 
* grateful creature in the dane you Have pro- 
een 70% COON 6 241) bel 203.0 * 
I was (accordingly ſent for paper, pen and ink, 
and both of them ſet about compoſing very obli- 
ging letters for the daughter of doctor Murcia de 
Liannd. Pacheco, in- particular, could not find 
terms iſtrong ehougb, . dc exprels his ſentiments, and 
(13190 © | tore 
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tore five or ſix half-finiſhed billets, thinkin they 
were not ſufficiently ſevere. He was ſatisfied how- 
ever with one of them at laſt; and he certainly had 
reaſon ſo to be; it contained theſe words: Learn 
to know yourſelf, my princeſs, and no longer 
« poſſeſs the vanity to believe I love you. It I 
« am captivated, it muſt be with merit very dif- 
« ferent from yours; which is ſcarce ſufficient to 
« amuſe me for a few moments; it is only calcu- 
« lated to divert the meaneſt ſcholars of the uni- 
« yerſity.”---This courteous letter being written, 
and Aurora having finiſhed her's, which was nearly 
in the ſame ſtrain ; ſhe ſealed them both, and in- 
cloſing them together, gave me the pacquet, ſay- 
ing, **There, Gil Blas, take care to deliver this to 
« Iſabella, this evening,---You underſtand me, 
« added ſhe; tipping'me the wink, the meaning of 
& which I could eaſily comprehend.” * Yes, Sir, 
« anſwered I, the buſineſs ſhall be done agreeable 
« to your wiſhes. ; 
At the ſame time, I went out, and being in the 
ſtreet, ſaid-to myſelf, < So, Gil Blas, then it ſeems, 
« you perform the valet in this farce. Well, 
« friend, ſhew that you have wit enough to ſhine 
jn ſuch an excellent part. Signior Don Felix, 
* you ſee, depends ſo much on your underſtand- 
« ing, that he contents himſelf with ebene you A 
« ſign only. Is he to blame for that? No. 1 
* conceive his meaning: he deſires that I ſhould 
« deliver the billet of Don Lewis only. That is 
the interpretation of the ſign ; nothing could be 
more intelligible.” I did not hefitate in opening 
the pacquet, from which I took Pacheco's letter, 
and carried it to the houſe of doctor Murcia, having 
ſoon informed myſelf whereabouts he lived. Find- 
ing the kttle page who had been at our lodgings, 
at the door; Brother, ſaid I, are not you ſervant 
to the daughter of Mr. Doctor Murcia?“ 9 
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he anſwered in the affirmative, 4. You have ſuch 
* an obliging phyſiognomy, replied I, that I take 
te the liberty to requeſt you will deliver a love-let- 
& ter to your miſtreſs.” | 
The page aſked me from whom I brought it; 
and I no ſooner acquainted him that it came from 
Don Lewis de Pacheco, than he ſaid, ** If that be 
«© the caſe, follow me, I have orders to bring you 
& in. Iſabella deſires to, ſpeak with you.“ I al. 
lowed myſelf, therefore, to be introduced into a 
Cloſet, where I did not ſtay long before the lady 
appeared; and I was ſtruck with the beauty of 
her face, having never beheld more delicate fea- 
tures. - Her air was affected and childiſh; but ſhe 
had nevertheleſs walked without leading-ſtrings for 
at leaſt thirty good years. Friend, ſaid ſhe to 
% me, (with a Failing air) do you belong to Don 
« Lewis de Pacheco?” I anſwered that I had 
been his valet de chambre about three weeks 
and then delivered the fatal letter, which ſhe read 
over twice or thrice, and ſeemed to diſtruſt the 
evidence of her own ſenſes. - It is very certain that 
ſhe little expected ſuch an anſwer. She lifted up 
her eyes towards heaven, bit her lips, and for ſome 
time diſcovered by her countenance, the pangs 
which her heart endured. Then all of a ſudden, 
addreſſing herſelf to me, Friend, ſaid ſhe, is Don 
„ Lewis run mad? Tell me, if you know, why he 
„ writes to me in this extraordinary ſtile, What 
« dzzmon poſſeſſes him? If he had intended to 
* deſert me, could he not have done it without 
« affronting.me with ſuch abuſive letters. ?” 
Madam, ſaid I, my. maſter is certainly to 
& blame; but he was in ſome meaſure forced to 
it. If you will promiſe to keep the ſecret, J 
« will diſcover the whole myſtery.” I do pro- 
s miſe, ſaid ſhe, (interrupting me with precipita- 
« tion, be not afraid of my expoling you, but 
* 7 | tr cely 
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« freely explain yourſelf.” * Well, then,” reſum- 
ed I, © the affair is briefly this : Immediately after 
&« he had received your letter, a lady covered with 
« a very thick veil, came to our lodging, and aſk- 
« ing for Signior de Pacheco, ſpoke with him in 
« private a conſiderable time, and towards the cloſe 
« of the converſation, I overheard her ſay to him, 
« You ſwear to me that you will never ſee her 
« again: but that is not ſufficient---You mult for 
& my ſatisfaction inſtantly write to her a billet 
„ winch I will dictate, and this I exact of you.” 
« Don Lewis did as ſhe deſired, then putting the 
letter into my hand, Enquire,” ſaid he, where 
doctor Murcia de Lianna lives, and dexterouſly 
* convey this paper to his daughter Iſabella.” 

« You ſee, madam,” added I, this abuſive 
letter is the work of a rival, and conſequently, 
* my maſter is not ſo much to blame.” « O 
heaven!“ cried ſhe, © he is more fo than I uma- 
< gined ! His infidelity offends me more than the 
«* 1njurious words which his hand has wrote. Ah! 
<-perfidious wretch ! He has entered into other en- 
I gagements. But,” added ſhe, aſſuming a lofty 
air, let him abandon himſelf to his new flame 
without conſtraint. I thall not attempt to op- 
«* pole it. Tell him that he had no occaſion to 
* inſult me, in order to oblige me to quit the field 
for my rival; and that I deſpiſe a fickle lover, 
like him, too much to have the leaſt deſire of 
* recalling him.“ So ſaying, ſhe diſmiſſed me, and 
retired very much irritated againſt Don Lewis; 
while I went away very well ſatisfied with myſelf, 
and 1 if J ſhould ſęt up for a genius, 
I ſhould ſoon become a moſt dexterous impoitor.--- 
I returned to our lodgings, where 1 found Mendoza 
and Pacheco at ſupper, converſing together as if they 
had been old acquaintance. Aurora, perceiving by 
my cheartul countenance, that I had not acquitted 
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myſelf ill of my commiſſion ; “ So, thou art re. 
turned, Gil Blas,” ſaid ſhe, © give us an account 
of thy meſſage.” ' Finding it neceſſary to truſt 
to my own fineſſe again, I told them that I had de. 
livered the packet with my own hand; and that 
Iſabella, after having read the two billet-doux 
which it contained, inſtead of ſeeming diſconcerted, 
fell a laughing like one who had loſt her ſenſes; 
ſaying. Upon my conſcience young noblemen 
« have a molt admirable ſtile! It muſt be acknow- 
& Jedged that other people do not write half ſo 
« apgreeably.” '* A fine way of diſembarraſſing 
© herſelf!” cried my miſtreſs; “ ſhe muſt certain- 
4% ly be a finiſhed coquette.” For my part,” ſaid 
Don Lewis, “I ſhould never know Ifabella by 
„ ſuch behaviour; ſhe muſt have entirely changed 
* her character during my abſence.” „ could not 
“have thought her ſuch a perſon indeed,” replied 
Aurora, but we mult allow that there are wo- 
* men, who can aſſume a variety of ſhapes : I was 
ce once in love with one of theſe, who made me 
her dupe a conſiderable time: Gil Blas, you can 
de tell that ſhe had an air of virtue, which might 
% have deceived the whole world.” „ Yes, 
& truly,” ſaid I, « ſhe had a look that would have 
 qdecerved the very wiſeſt of mankind ; I myſelf 
* might have been ſeduced by it.“ | 
The pretended Mendoza and Pacheco burſt into 
a loud laugh, on hearing me talk thus : one, be- 
cauſe I bore witneſs againſt an imaginary lady; and 
the other on account of the expreſſion I had uſed. 
We continued talking of women who have the art 
of diſſembling; and the reſult of our converſa- 
„tion was that Iſabella was accuſed in due form, 
and convicted of being an arrant jilt. 
Don Lewis again proteſted that he would never 


ſee her, and Lon Felix by his example, ſwore he 
{ces | would 
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would always have the moſt perfect contempt for 
her. After theſe proteſtations, they profeſſed a 
mutual friendſhip, and promiſed to conceal nothing 
from each other. Supper being over they proceed- 
ed to compliments ; and at laſt, parted to go to 
bed, each in his own apartinent. I followed Auro- 
ra to her's, where I gave an exact. account of the 
converſation between me and the doctor's daugh- 
ter; not forgetting a ſingle circumſtance. I thought 
ſhe would have embraced me in the tranſport of 
her joy. Dear Gil Blas,” ſaid ſhe, © I am de- 
« lighted with thy underſtanding! When a per- 
« ſon is ſo unfortunate as to be engaged in a paſ- 

-« ſion which compels us to have recourſe to ſtra- 
« tagems, it is a great advantage to have in our 
« intereſts ſuch a ſenſible young fellow as thou 
« art, Courage, my friend; we have removed a 
„ rival who might have given us infinite trouble, 
“This is no bad prognoſtic : but as lovers are ſubject 
« to ſtrange relapſes, I think we muſt make a bold 
« puſh and bring Aurora de Guſman on the ſtage 
« to-morrow.” I approved of the ſcheme, and 
leaving ſignior don Felix wich his page, retired 
to my cloſet to bed. 


r 


at firatagems were practiſed by Aurora, to captivate Don Lewis 
de Pacheco. 


HE two new friends meeting the next 
morning they began the day with embraces, - „ 
which Aurora was obliged to give and receive, in 
order to act the part of Don Felix, They went. 
out to walk in the city, and I accompanied 
them with Chilindron, the valet of Don Lewis; 
Sl 2 whth 
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when ſtopping at the univerſity to look at the titles 
of books that were paſted on the gate, which ſeveral 
pap amuſed themſelves in reading, I perceived a 

ittle man among them, who gave his opinion of all 
the different works that were thus publiſhed. I 
obſerved that he was liſtened to with great attention, 
which 1 fancied at the ſame time he thought he 
juſtly merited : for he ſeemed vain and poſitive, as 
little men generally are. That new tranſlation 
* of Horace,” ſaid he, which you ſee advertized 
in ſuch large characters, is a work in proſe, com- 
* poſed by an old college- author; -a book in 
great eſteem among the ſtudents, who have al- 
4 ready conſumed four editions of it: and yet 
« there is not a man of taſte who has purchaſed fo 
e much as a ſingle copy,” His opinion was not 
more ' favourable of the other books, which he ri- 
diculed without exception; it is therefore probable 
that he was an author himſelf. I ſhould , not have 
been tired of hearing all that he had to ſay; but I 
was obliged to follow Don Lewis and Don Felix, 
who being as little pleaſed with his obſervations, as 
intereſted in the books which he cenſured, took 
their leave of both him and the univerſity. 

We returnedto our hotel at dinner-time, and my 
miſtreſs, ſitting down at table with Pacheco, art- 
fully turned the converſation on her own family, 
« My father,” ſaid ſhe, © is a cadetof the houſe of 
«© Mendoza, and ſettled at Toledo; my mother 1s 
ce ſiſter to Donna Kimena de Guſman, who came 
% to Salamanca ſome days ago, on an affair of im- 
„ portance, with her niece Aurora. the only 
« daughter of Don Vincent de Guſman, whom, 
e perhaps, you know.” © No,” replied Don Lewis, 
„ but I have frequently heard of him, as well as 
6 of your couſin Aurora. Am I to believe what 
& js reported of her? ] have been aſſured that no- 
thing equals her underſtanding bur lier _— 
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« As for. underſtanding,” reſumed Don - Felix, 
« ſhe has her ſhare, and that well cultivated : but 
4] cannot think her ſo very handſome. It is ſaid 
« that ſhe and I very much reſemble each other.” 
« Tf that be the cafe,” cried Pacheco, ** ſhe de- 
« ſerves the reputation ſhe has got: your features 
« are regular ; your coulin mult be quite enchant- 
„ ing. I wiſh I had an opportunity of ſeeing and 
« converſing with her.“ I undertake to gratify 
% your curioſity,” replied the pretended Mendoza, 
« and will conduct you to my aunt's houſe, , this 
very afternoon.” 15 

My miſtreſs, all of a ſudden, changed the con- 
verſation and talked on indifferent ſubjeEts,--: After 
dinner, While they were preparing to viſit Donna 
Kimena, I was beforehand with them, and ran to 
acquaint the duenna, that ſhe might be ready to 
receive them ; then returning inſtantly, accompa- 
nied Don Felix, who conducted Don Lewis to the 
houſe of his aunt. But they had ſcarcę entered the 
houſe, when they met dame Kimena, who ſignified 
by a ſign that they ſhould make no noiſe, © Huſh, 
« haſh,” ſaid ſhe, with a low voice, “ you will 
% wake my niece, who has been tormented ever 
* ſince 8 with a terrible head ach, which 
« has juſt left her, and the N child has not been 
*+ aſleep above a quarter of an hour.“ I am ſor- 
* ry for this diſappointment,” ſaid Mendoza, I 
* was in hopes of ſeeing my couſin, and had pro- 
% miſed that pleaſure to my friend Pacheco.” 
The affair is not very urgent,” -replied Ortiz 
ſmiling, you may defer it till tomorrow.“ The 
cavaliers e a ſnort time with the old gen- 
tlewoman and then retired. : 

Don Lewis conducted us to the houſe of one of 
his friends, a gentleman, whoſe name was Don Ga- 
briel de Pedros, with whom we ſpent the remain- 
der of the day, ſupped, and did not think of re- 

| turning 
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turning home till two o'clock in the morning. We 


had got about half way, when we ſtumbled over 
two men lying ſtretched upon the ground: Think 
ing they were unfortunate people who had been af- 
ſaſſinated. we ſtopt to give them aſſiſtance, provi. 
ded it was not too late; and as we endeavoured to 


inform ourſelves of their condition, as well Bs the 


darkneſs of the night would permit, the patrole 


= 


came up; and the commander” taking us at firſt 


for the murderers, ordered his men to ſurround. us; 
but he conceived a more favourable opinion of, our 
morals when he heard us ſpeak, and, by the help 


of a dark Tanthorn. ſaw the faces of Mendoza and 


Pacheco. His ſoldiers being ordered to examine 
the condition of the two men, who we ſuppoſed had 


been killed, found it was a fat licentiate, with his 
man, both exceedingly in liquor, or, in other words, 


dead drunk, Gentlemen,” cried one of the 
guard, I khow this epicure, it is fignior the li- 


„ Tentiate. GUyomar, rector of our univerſity: 
« not withſtanding the pickle in which tar now 


« behold him, he is a great man, a wonderful ge- 


«*nius'! There is not a philoſopher in Salamanca 
«< hom he cannot confute in an argument. He 
« has an unparallelled flow of words: it is a great 


* pity that he is a little addicted to law-ſuits, the 


4c bottle, and a wench. He was, no doubt, on 


« * his return from ſupping with his Iſabella, where 


« unluckily, his man getting as drunk as himſelf, 


e they have both tumbled together into the kennel. 
«Before the good licentiate was rector, this miſ- 
« fortune frequently happened to him: and you 


n A 


«ſee; honotirs do not always change the man. 


We left theſe drunken fellows in the hands 


of the patrole, who undertook. to convey them 
home, and returning to our lodgings, every one 


retired to reſt. 


Don 
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Don Felix and Don Lewis roſe about noon, and 
Aurora was the firſt ſubject of their diſcourſe. 
« Gil Blas,” ſaid my miſtreſs to me, “ go to my 
« aunt Donna Kimen, and aſk if ſignior Pacheco 
« and I can have the pleaſure of ſecing my couſin 
« to-day.” I went out to execute this commiſſion, 
or rather to concert with the duenna what was to 
be done; and when we had taken our meaſures, 
returned to the pretended Mendoza, ſaying, 
Signior, your couſin Aurora is ſurpriſingly reco- 
« yered, and charged me to affure you from her, 
that your viſit will he very agreeable ; and Don- 
„na Kimena ordered me to aſſure ſignior Pache- 
co that he ſhall, on your account, be always wel- 
come at her houſe.” 

perceived that Don Lewis was exceedingly 
pleaſed with the laſt words: my miſtreſs obſerved 
the ſame, and drew a happy preſage from her re- 
mark. Immediately betore dinner, Signiora Ki- 
mena's valet appeared, and faid to Don Felix, 
„ Signior. a man from Toledo has been enquirin 
for you at your aunt's houſe, and has left this 
% note.” The pretended Mendoza opened it, and 
read aloud theſe words: © If you are defirous of 
* hearing news of your father, and of being made 
* acquainted with other matters of importance, fail 
* not, on receipt of this, to repair to the Black 
* Horſe near the univerſity.” * I am, ſaid he, too 
curious to hear theſe things of importance, not to 
* ſatisty my curioſity immediately, Without ta- 
* king leave of you, Pacheco,” added he,“ if 1 do 
not return in two hours, you may go by yourſelf 
to my aunt's, and I will come to you there after 
% dinner. You know what Gil Blas has told you 
* from Donna Kimena, and you have a right to 
* make the viſit.” So ſaying he went out, and 
ordered me to follow him. 
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You may eaſily conceive that inſtead of repairin 
to the Black Horſe, we took the road to the houſe 
where Ortiz lived, and as ſoon as we arrived there, 
Aurora took off her fair-coloured tour, waſhed and 
rubbed her eye-brows, dreſſed herſelf like a woman, 
and became a very handſome black-eyed young 
Lady, as ſhe naturally was: for her diſguiſe had 
altered her ſo much, that Aurora and Don Felix 
appeared to be two different people, She even 
kemed a great deal taller, as a woman, than as a 
man, to which, indeed, her ſhoe heels that were 
exceſſively high, contributed not a little. Haviag 
improved her charms with all the aſſiſtance that 
art could afford, ſhe expected Don Lewis with an 
agitation compoſed of hope and fear. Sometimes 
ſhe confided in her wit and beauty, and ſometime 
ſhe was afraid her attempt would be unſucceſsful, 
Ortiz, on the other ſide, ſummoned all her fineſſe 
to ſecond my miſtreſs; and I, that Pacheco might 
not ſee me in the houſe, like thoſe players who ap- 
pear only in the laſt act of a piece, concealed, myſelf 
till towards the end of the viſit by going out as ſoon 
as 1 had dined. | 

In ſhort, every thing was in proper order when 
Don Lewis arrived, He was politely received by 
lady Kimena, and enjoyed a converſation with Au- 
rora two or three hours long ; at the end of which, 
I came into the room where they were, and addrel- 
ling myſelf to the cavalier, © Signior,“ ſaid I, 
« my-maſter, Don Felix, cannot be here to day: 
« but requeſts you will excuſe him, being in com- 
* pany with three men from Toledo, of whom 
« he cannot diſengage himſelf.” Ah, the little 
& rake !” cried Donna Kimena, © he is certainly 
<« ſet into hard drinking.” No madam,” repli- 
ed l, „they are converſing together on very ſerious 
affairs. He is heartily ſorry that he cannot at- 
« tend you; and ordered me to make his apology 
2 I "=" 
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« to you and Donna Aurora.“ O! Ill accept 
« none of his apologies, ſaid my miſtreſs, he knows 
that I have been 1ndiſpoled, and ought to ſhew 
ee a little more concern for his relation. In order 
« to- puniſh him for his indifference, I am deter- 
« mined he ſhall not ſee me this fortnight.” *© Ah 
« madam ! replied Don Lewis, do not form ſo 
« cruel-a reſolution: Don Felix is rather to be 
i pitied for not having it in his power to attend 
„ you. NN | 05,504 +2 
They diverted themſelves for ſome time, with 
this ſubje&, and then Pacheco withdrew, The 
fair Aurora immediately transformed herſelf, and 
reſuming the —— of a cavalier, returned to- 
the lodgings as ſoon as poſſible. © I aſſe pardon, 
y 


« my dear friend, ſaid ſhe to Don Lewis, for fail- 
ing to meet you at my aunt's, but I could not 
diſengage myſelf from the people in whoſe com- 
pany I was : but what conſoles me for the diſ- 
*- appointment, is, that you have, at leaſt, had 
& leifure to ſatisfy your curioſity. Well, what 
think you of my couſin ?” . She has enchanted 
« me] anſwered Pacheco; it was not without 
« reaſon” that you ſaid ſhe reſembled you. I ne- 
ver ſaw features more alike: the fame turn of 
face, the ſame eyes, the ſame mouth, and tone of 
voice] There is indeed, ſome difference be- 
* tween you. Aurora is a little taller than you are: 
“ the is black, and you are fair. You are lively, 
and ſhe is ſerious. Theſe are what diſtinguiſh 
you from each other. As for underſtanding, 
continued he, I do not think that a celeſtial be- 
ing can have more than your couſin. In a word, 
s ſhe is an accompliſhed young lady.” = 
Signior Pacheco pronounced theſe laſt words ſo 
earneſtly, that Don Felix ſaid, ſmiling, © Friend, 
* I adviſe you for the fake of your repoſe, to go 
* no more to Donna Kimena's. Aurora de Gul- 
Vor, I. Tt « man 
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e man may make your heart ach, and inſpire you 
« with a paſſion.” There is no occaſion for 
e another ſight of her to make me in love, - ſaid 
<« he; that is already done.” © I am ſorry for 
te jt, replied the pretended Mendoza, for you are 
<* not one of thoſe gentlemen who can attach them- 
& ſelves to one, and my couſin is no Iſabella, 
Jean aſſure you before-hand, that ſhe will ne- 
<« yer liſten toa lover except on honourable terms.” 
* Honourable terms! replied Don Lewis, ſure no 
+ body would offer any other to a young lady of 
* her family. Alas! I ſhould think myſelf the 
& happieſt of men, if ſhe would approve of my 
« addreſſes, and agree to unite her deſtiny with 
% mine.“ ; | 

„ Since you expreſs yourſelf in that ſtile, ſaid 
% Don Felix, I am intereſted in your behalf. Yes, 
I enliſt myſelf in your ſervice—offer you all my 
„influence with Aurora, and will to-morrow en. 
« deavour to bring over my aunt, who has great 
* influence over her.” Pacheco returned a thou- 
ſand thanks to the cavalier who made him ſuch 
generous promiſes ; and we perceived with joy, 
that our ſtratagem ſucceeded to our wiſhes, ho 
next day, we increaſed the paſſion of Don Lewis, 
by a new invention. My miſtreſs having been 
with Donna Kimena on pretence to render her fa- 
vourable to that cavalier, returned and ſaid to him, 
] have ſpoke to my aunt, whom with much dit. 
« ficulty, I have made your friend. She was 
_ « ſtrongly prejudiced againſt you: for ſome body 
& or other had made her believe that you were a 
% downright libertine : but I carneſtly undertook 
« your defence, and, at laſt, removed the bad im- 
4 prefſions ſhe had received of your morals. 

* This is not all, purſued Aurora, you muſt talk 
e with my aunt in my preſence, and then we ſhall 
be certain of her aſſiitance.” Pacheco pe 
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fed extreme impatience to diſcourſe with Donna 
Kimena, and that ſatisfaction was granted to him 
the next morning, when the pretended Mendoza 
conducted him to madam Ortiz, and they had all 
three a long ccnverſation ; in which Don Lewis 
ſhewed that he had allowed himſelf to be very much 
captivated, in a very ſhort time, The artful Ki- 
mena feigned to be affected with all the tenderneſs 
he expreſſed, and promiſed her utmoſt endeavour 
to engage her niece to marry him. Pacheco im- 
mediately threw himſelf at the feet of the generous 
aunt, and thanked her for her friendſhip : where- 
upon Don Felix aſked if his couſin was up. © No, 
% anſwered the duenna, therefore you cannot ſee 
eher at preſent, but return this afternoon, and 
% you may converſe with her at leiſure,” This 
anſwer of madam Kimena, as may be F re- 
doubled the joy of Don Lewis, who thought the 
reſt of the forenoon extremely tedious, and returned 
to his lodgings with Mendoza, who was not a little 
pleaſed with obſerving in him, all the marks of 
genuine love. ; 

They talked of nothing but Aurora, and when 
they had dined, Don Felix ſaid to Pacheco, A 
thought has juſt come into my head. I am of 
opinion it would be proper that I ſhould go to 
* my aunt's ſome minutes before you, and have 
* alittle chat with my couſin, in order, if poſſi- 
** ble, to. diſcover the diſpoſition of her heart to- 
* wards you.” Don Lewis approving this ſcheme, 
ſuffered his friend to go before, and did not follow 
till about an hour after. My miſtreſs made ſuch 
good uſe of her time, that ſhe was dreſſed like a 
ady when her lover arrived. © I thought, ſaid 
<* the cavalier, (after having ſaluted Aurora and 
the duenna) © to have found Don Felix here.” 
* You will ſee him immediately, anſwered Donna 
* Kunena ; he is writing in my cloſer,” Upon 
Tt 2 which 


324 The ADVENTURES of 
which, Pacheco ſeemed to ſwallow the trick, and 
entered into converſation with the ladies. But 
notwithſtanding the preſence of the beloved object, 
he perceived that the hours ſtole away, without 
Mendoza's appearing; and as he could not help 
teſtifying ſome ſurprize at it, Aurora changing 
countenance all of a ſudden, began to laugh, and 
ſaid to Don Lewis, Is it poſfible that you have 
* no ſuſpicion of the trick which has been played 
te upon you? Can an artificial light- coloured tour, 
* andpaintedeye-brows, make me fo unlike myſelf, 
that you have hitherto been miſtaken by them? 
« Undeceiveyourlelf then, Pacheco,” continued ſhe, 
(reſuming an air of gravity) “ and know that Don 
% Felix de Mendoza and Aurora de Guſman are 
but one and the ſame perſon.” 

She not only convinced him of his error, but 
alſo confeſſed her paſſion for him, and informed 
him of every ſtep ſhe had taken towards its ſucceſs, 
Don Lewis, no leſs delighted than ſurprized with 
what he heard, threw himſelf at her feet, exclaiming 
in a tranſport of joy, * Ah, beautiful Aurora] may 
I then believe myſelf the happy mortal whom 
* you have favoured fo much? How {hall I at- 
% tone for your goodneſs, which the moſt perfect 
love can never ſufficiently repay ?” Theſe words 
were accompanied with a thouſand other paſſionate 
and tender expreſſions: after which, the two lovers 
'converſed upon the meaſures that were to be taken 
Towards the accompliſhment of their mutual deſires; 
and it was reſolved that we ſhould ſet out immedi- 
ately for Madrid, and bring our comedy to a con- 
cluſion by marriage. This deſign was no ſooner 
formed than Executed : in fifteen days, Don Lewis 
married my miſtreſs, and their nuptials gave riſe to 
entertainments and infinite reoicings, 


CHAP. 


B$:1; As. 325 


CHAP. VII. 


Gil Blas quits his place, and engages in the ſervice of Don Con- 
. ah zales de Pacheco, 


REE weeks after this marriage, my miſ- 
ff mr deſirous of rewarding me for the 

rvice I had done her, made me a preſent of an 

undred piltoles, ſaying, * Gil Blas, my friend, 
am far from wiſhing to turn you away; I leave 
<, it to your choice to ſtay with me as long as you 
« pleaſe; but my huſband's uncle, Don Gonza- 
66 — de Pacheco, wants to have you for a valet 
de chambre. I ſpoke to him ſo advantageouſly 
« of you, that he aſſured me, I would do him a 
« favour in parting, with you to him. Ie is an 
old nobleman, added ſhe, of an excellent cha- 
* racter, and you will be very happy in his 
« ſeryice.” VS TRE 

I thanked Aurora for her generoſity, and as ſhe 
had no longer occaſion for me, accepted the poſt to 
which I was recommended; and I accepted it the 
more willingly, as I ſhould {till be in he family. One 
morning, therefore, I went with a meſſage from my 
new married miſtreſs, to Signior Don Gonzales 
he was ſtilla- bed. though it was near twelve o'clock. 
When I entered his chamber, I found him taking 
ſome broth which a page had brought in. The 
old gentleman's whiſkers were in papers, his eyes 
—— 1 quite extinguiſhed, and his face pale and 
meagre. He was one of thoſe old boys who have 
been great rakes in their youth, and are not very 
ſedate in their old age. He received me with great 


civility, and told me that if I would ſerve him with © 


as much zeal as I had maniteſted for his niece, I 
might depend upon living happily. I promiſed to 
| | have 


ö 
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have the ſame attachment to him which J had foi 
her, and he inſtantly engaged me in his ſervice, 
- Behold me then with a new maſter, and heaven 
knows what fort of a man he was! When he got 
up, I fancied I ſaw the reſurrection of Lazarus: 
Paint to your imagination, a tall body fo lean and 
withered, that when it was naked an anatomiſt 
might have taught oſteology upon it; with legs ſo 
ſmall that they looked like ſpindles, even after he 
had put on three or four pair of ſtockings. This 
living mummy was moreover troubled with an 
aſthma, and coughed at every word he ſpoke. Hay: 
ing drank chocolate, he called for paper ard ink, 
and wrote a letter, which he ſealed and fent away, 
according to the direction, by the page who had 
brought the broth ; then turning to me, Friend, 
* ſaid he, thou art the perſon whom I intend hence- 
« forth to truſt with my commiſſions, efpecially 
* thoſe which regard Donna Euphraſia, a young 
« lady whom I affectionately love, and who is 
“ paſſionately fond of me.“ 
Good God! faid I to myſelf, how can young 
<« people help thinking themſelves beloved, when 
« this old dotard imagines he is adored! „Gil 
« Blas, added he, thou ſhalt attend me this very 
« day to her houſe, where I ſup almoſt every even- 
ing, and thou wilt be delighted with her pru- 
« dence and reſerve: far from reſembling thoſe 
.« filly flirts who can reliſh nothing but youth, end 
are won by appearances only, ſhe has an under- 
* ſtanding already mature and judicious, that con- 
« ſults the ſentiments of a man, and prefers a lover 
« of delicacy and raſte, to one of the moit ſhining 
*« exteriors.” Signior Gonzales did not here finih 
the eulogium of his miſtreſs, whom he repreſented 
as the epitome of al! perfection. But he was talk- 
ing to a perſon who was not eafily perſuaded. At 


ter the conduct of the actreſſes, winch I had been a 
witneſs 
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witneſs of, I -did not look upon old noblemen ag 
ple very happy. in their amours. I pretended, 
owever, out of complaiſance, to believe every 
thing my maſter ſaid. I did more, E extolled the 
diſcernment and taſte of Euphraſia, and was even 
impudent. enough to affirm, that the could not have 
2 more amiable gallant. | 
The good old gentleman did not perceive that I 
had made game of him but, on the contrary 
applauded my good ſenſe. So true it is, that a 
ſycophant may riſk any thing with the great, who 
fwallow every kind ot flattery, let it be ever ſo 
abinrd; ttt 2 2 . , | 3 
The old man having written his letter, pulled 
ſore hair out of his beard with a pair of pincers, 
cleaned his eyes of a thick gum that covered them, 
waſhed his hends and ears, and after having perfor- 
med his ablutions, painted his whiſkers, eyebrows, 
and hair, of a black colour; continuing longer at 
his toilet than an old widow who ſtudies to conceal 
the outrages of time upon her. Juſt as he had 
dove dreſſing,” anocher old gentleman, one of his 
friends, entered, whoſe name was Count d'Atumar. 
But he, ſo far from concealing his grey hairs, ſup- 
ported himſelf on a cane, and ſcemed to glory in 
his old age, rather than in having the appearance of 
youth. „ Signior Pacheco, ſaid he, I am come to 
dine with you.“ * You are exceedingly wel- 
* come, Count, anſwered my maſter.” Mean 
while, having embraced each other, they ſat down, 
w_ entered into converſation till the dinner was 
ready. | 
The converſation turned at firſt, upon a bull- 
fealt, which had been celebrated a few days before; 
and as they mentioned the cavaliers who had ſhewn 
the greateſt vigour and addreſs, the old Count, like 
another Neſtor, who from talking of the preſent, 
always took occaſion to praiſe the paſt, ſaid, with 
$33 | La ſigh, 
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a ſigh, * Alas I ſee no men now-a-days equal to 
« thoſe I have formerly known; and the tourna- 
ments are not performed with half the magnifi- 
* cence that they were, When I was a young 
„ man.“ | laughed within myſelf at the preju- 
dice of honeſt Signior d' Aſumar, Who did not 
confine it to tournaments only; but I remember, 
when the defert was ſet upon the table, ſeeing ſome 
fine peaches ſerved up, he obſerved; ** I remember 
« when the peaches were much larger than they are 
at preſent; nature degenerates every day.” At 
4 that rate, ſaid Don Gonzales, ſmiling, the 
« peaches of Adam's time muſt have been mar- 
4 yellouſly large.“ an mate 
Count d' Aſumar continued almoſt the whole day 
with my maſter, who no ſooner found himſelf dil- 
engaged, than he went out, ordering me to follow 
him. He went to Euphraſia's, who lodged at the 
| diſtance of an hundred-paces fron) our houſe, and 
found her in a very handſome apartment. She 
was penteely dreſſed, and had fo youthful an air, 
that F concluded the was under age, though ſhe had 
ſeen thirty good years, at leaſt. She was really 
handſome, and her underſtanding ſoon raiſed my 
admiration : for ſhe was not one of thoſe ladies, 
who have nothing to recommend them but idle 
ribaldry and looſe behaviour; ſhe was modelt in 
her manners, as well as in her converſation, and 
talked with infinite wit, without the leaſt affecta- 
tion. O heaven! ſaid J to myſelf, is it poſſible 
« that a perſon of ſuch delicacy can be a lady of 
„ pleaſure!” I imagined that impudence was in- 
ſeparable from all women of her profeſſion, and 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee one with the appearance of 
modeſty ; not conſidering that theſe fort of gentry 
know how to aſſume any ſhape, and accommodate 
themſelves to the characters of the people of fortune 


and nobility who fall into their hands, _ 
their 


* 
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their gallants are ſed with fire and tranſports, 
they are} briſk and ſprightly; and with thoſe who 
love reſerve, they practiſe a prudent and virtuous, 
behaviour : they are the true cameleons, who cha 
colour according to the humour and diſpoſition of 
the men whom they approach. 

Don Gonzales was none of thoſe noblemen wha 
are taken with your bold beauties : he could not 
endure ladies of that claſs; on the contrary,he could 
reliſh no woman, unleſs ſhe had the appearance of 
a veſtal. Euphraſia, therefore, modelled herſelf 
accordingly, and ſhewed that all good actreſſes are 
not employed in the theatre. Leaving my maſter | 
with this nymph, 1 went down ſtairs into a hall, 
where I found an old chamber-maid, whom I had 
known a, waiting-woman to an actreſs. Recol- 
lecting me immediately, ſhe ſaid, « What! is it 
« you Gil Blas ? you have quitted Arſenia I per- 
« ceive, as I did Conſtantia.” Tes, truly, an- 
% ſwered I, it is a long time ſince I left her, and 
« engaged in the ſervice of a young lady of fa- 
« ſhion. A player's life is not agreeable to my 
e taſte z and therefore, I diſmiſſed myſelf, without 
«* deigning to come to the leaſt explanation with 
« Arlenia.” © You acted wiſely, replied the 
* chambermaid, (whoſe name was Beatrice) I 
« ſerved Conſtantia almoſt in the ſame manner: 
* one morning early I gave in my accounts very 
* coldly, which ſhe received without uttering 
a ſyllable, and ſo we parted very cavalierly.“ 

I am extremely glad, ſaid I, that we now meet 
in a more honourable houſe : Donna Euphraſia 
« ſeems to be a ſort of a woman of faſhion, and I 
believe her character is very good.” Lou are 
not in the leaſt miſtaken, {aid the old waiting- 
** woman, , ſhe is of a very good family; and as 
for her temper, I can aſſure you there never was 
* one more uniform and mild. She is none of 

Vor. I. Uu thoſe 
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« thoſe paſſionate and difficult miſtreſſes, who com- 
« plain of every thing, ſcold inceſſantly, torment 
« their domeſtics, and, in one word, make a kind 
& of hell of their ſervice. I have never once heard 
her grumble; but when J happen to do any 
« thing contrary to her inclination, ' ſhe reproves 
„ me without anger, and never ſuffers one of 
* thoſe epithets to eſcape her, of which your vio- 
&« Jent dames are fo very liberal.“ „My maſter, 
e rejumed IJ, is allo very ſweet tempered : he's the 
e beft natured mortal alive; and therefore, you 
« and I are much happier then we were in the fer. 
vice of comedians. - © A thouſand times more 
« happy! replied Beatrice, inſtead of leading a 
«© hte of noiſe and tumult, I now hve, as it were, 
«© in a quiet retreat. No man ever enters theſe 
<<© eloors, but Signior Don Gonzales. I ſhall ſee no 
« body but you in my ſolitude, which affords me 
4 no ſmall ſatisfaction ; for I have had an affec- 
« tion for you a long time, and, more than once, 
have envied the happineſs of Laura, in having 
« you for a gallant. But, in the end, | hope to be 
« as happy as ſhe was; tor though I have neither 
© her youth nor her beauty, yet by way of amends, 
I deteft coquetry, and am as faithful as a turtle.” 

As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe perſons 
who are obliged to make a tender of their favours, 
becaule no body will aſk them, I was under no 
temptation to profit by her advances :- I was not 
willing, however, that ſhe ſhould perceive my 
contempt, and was even polite enough to exprels 
myſelf in ſuch a manner, that ſhe did not lote all 
hopes of engaging my affection. I imagined then, 

that | had made a conqueſt of an old chamber- 
maid, but happened on this occaſion, to be deceir- 
cd: ſhe did not behave in this manner to me, metc- 
ly on my account ; her deſign was to inſpire me 

wich love, that ſhe might bring me over to 5 

| intere 
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Intereſt of her miſtreſs, for whom ſhe was ſo zealous, 
that ſhe did not regard what it coſt her, in pro- 
moting her advantage. I found my error the next 
morning, when I carried a billet-doux from my 
maſter to Euphraſia. That lady gave me a moſt 
gracious reception, and ſaid a thouſand obliging 
things, in which ſhe was. ſeconded by her maid : 
one admiring my phyſiognomy, while the other ob- 
ſerved in me an air of prudence and ſagacity. Ac- 
cording to them, Signior Don Gonzales poſſeſſed 
an immenſe treaſure, in having ſuch a valet. In 
a word, they were ſo laviſh of their praiſe, that I 
ſuſpected their applauſe, and even diſcerned the 
motives of it; but I received it, in appearance, 
with all the ſimplicity of a fool, and by this coun- 
terplot effectually deceived the ſharpers, who, at 
length, pulled off the maſk, 

« Hark'ye, Gil Blas, ſaid Euphraſia to me, it 
« depends only upon thyſelf to make thy fortune. 
« Let us act in concert my friend. Don Gonzales 
« jg old, and his conſtitution fo impaired, that the 
i leaſt touch of a fever, aſſiſted by an able phy- 
& ſician will carry him off. Let us make the moſt 
« of the little time he has left, and exert ourſelves in 
* ſuch a manner, that he may leave the principal 
“part of his eſtate to me. Thou ſhalt have a hand- 
e ſome ſhare of the booty, and thou may'ſt rely 
upon my promiſe, as much as if I had made it 
« before all the notaries of Madrid.“ Madam, 
.* anſwered I, you may command your humble 
* ſervant. You have nothing to do, but to pre- 
* ſcribe my conduct, and you ſhall be ſatisfied.” 
Very well, replied ſhe, thou muſt obſerve thy 
* maſter, and give me an account of all his pro- 
* ceedings : when you talk to him in private, fail 
not to turn the converſation upon women, and 
* from thence artfully take occaſion to ſpeak com- 
** mendably of me. Ply him with Euphraſia as 
| * much 
Uu 2 
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much as poſſible; and I again earneſtly recom- 
„ mend it to you, to be very attentive to what 
« paſſes in the family of the Pachecos : if you 
„ perceive that any relation of Don Gonzales is 
& extremely officious about him, and aims at the 
e ſucceſſion of his eſtate, acquaint me with it im- 
«© mediately ; I aſk no more, and I warrant I ſhall 
“ ſend him a- drift in a very little time; for I know 
ce the different characters of his relations, and the 
« ridiculous lights in which they may be repre- 
« ſented to him; having already prejudiced him 
* pretty ſucceſsfully, againſt all his nephews and 
<«. couſins.” 

Hy theſe inſtructions, and others which Euphra- 
ſia added, I concluded, that ſhe was one of thoſe 
ladies who attached themſelves to generous old men. 
She had lately prevailed upon Don Gonzales to ſell 
an eſtate, the price of which ſhe had converted to 
her own uſe; he coaxed him out of ſome valuable 
moveables every day, and beſides, had reaſon to 
expect that ſhe ſhould not be forgotten in his will. 
I pretended to engage willingly, to do every thing 
ſhe deſired; and, diſſimulation apart; doubted with- 
in myſelf, on my return home, whether I ſhould 
contribute to impoſe upon my maſter, or undertake 
to detach him from his miſtreſs. The laſt of theſe 
reſolutions ſeemed more honourable than the other, 
and I felt myſelf more inclined to fulfil than betray 
my duty: beſides, Euphraſia had made me no po- 
ſitive promiſe, and that, perhaps, was the reaſon 
why my fidelity remained uncorrupted. I reſolved, 
therefore, zealouſly to ſerve Don Gonzales, per- 
ſuading myſelf, that if I ſhould be lucky enough 
to divert his affection from his idol, I ſhould be 

better rewarded for this good action, than for all 
the bad ones I could commit. | 
That I might the more eaſily accompliſh my 
deſign, I ſhewed myſelf entirely devoted M the 
| ervice 
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frvice of Donna Euphraſia ; 1 made her bdlieve, 
that I ſpoke of her inceſſantly to my maſter; and 
accordingly invented ſtories, which paſſed upon her 
for ſterling truth. I inlinuated myſelf ſo much 
into her good graces, that ſhe thought me entirely 
attached to her intereſt ; and, ſtill the better to im- 

ſe upon her, I pretended to appear in love with 
— who, raviſhed to ſce, at her time of life, 
a young lover at her beck, did not much regard 
being deceived, provided ſhe was deceived agree- 
ably. When my maſter and I were each with his 
own lady, we compoſed two very different pictures 
in the ſame taſte. Don Gonzales, pale and wither- 
ed as I have repreſented him, when he attempted 
to ogle, appeared like a wretch in his laſt agonies 3 
and my infanta, in proportion to the ſecming in- 
creaſe of my paſſion, aſſumed the more childiſh 
airs, and practiſed all the artitice of an old coquet, 
which ſhe had been learning at leaſt forty years; 
having been refined in the ſervice of ſome cf thoſe 
heroines of gallantry, who know how to pleaſe even 
in their old age, and die loaded with the ſpoils of 
two or three generations, 

I was not contented with following my maſter 
every evening, to the houſe of Euphraſia, I fome- 
times went thither alone, in the day time; but at 
what hour ſoever I viſited, I never met with any 
man, or woman either, of a ſuſpicious appearance; 
nor could I diſcover the leaſt trace of infidelity, a 
eircumſtance that ſurprized me not a little; for L 
could not imagine that ſo beautiful a lady could be 
entirely faithful to Don Gonzales. And in this 

particular, my judgment was not too precipitate ; 
tor the fair "rm (as you will pretently fee} 
mn order that ſhe might wait with the more patience 
far my maſter's eſtare, was provided with a lover 
more agreeable to a woman of her age. | 

One morning, when | carried, as uſual, a letter 

| 19 
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to this lady, I perceived, while I was in her cham 
ber, the feet of a man concealed behind the tapeſtry, 
I went away, without ſeeming to obſerve them; 
but though I ought not to be ſurprized at this object, 
which was no bulineſs of mine, I did not fail to 
reſent ic, ** h, perfidious wretch ! {aid I to myſelf 
in a paſſion) © ah, wicked Euphraſia ! thou art not 
<« ſatisfied with impoſing upon a worthy old gentle. 
* man, by perſuading him that he is beloved, but 
* thou mult alſo crown thy perhdy, by ſurrender. 
e ing thy charms to another!“ What a fool was 
I, now I reflect on it, to moralize in this manner! 
I ought rather to have laughed at the adventure, 
and looked upon it as a compenſation for the tire- 
ſome languid moments ſhe underwent, in her com- 
merce with my maſter : I ſhould, at leaſt, have done 
better in remaining ſilent, than in ſeizing this oc- 
caſion of acting the conſcientious valet; but inſtead 
of moderating my zeal, I entered warmly into the 
intereſt of Don Gonzales, to whom I made a taith- 
ful report of what I had ſeen ; I even added, that 
Euphraſia wanted to ſeduce me; I concealed no- 
thing of what ſhe had ſaid to me on that occalion, 
and it was his own fault if he was not perfectly ac- 
quainted with the character of his miſtreſs. He 
was confounded at the information, and a ſmall 
emotion of anger that appeared on his countenance, 
ſeemed to preſage that the lady ſhould not be un. 
faithful to him with impunity.. “ Enough, Gil 
« Blas, ſaid he, I am extremely ſenſible of thy 
% attachment, and pleaſed with thy fidelity, and 
* thy attachment to my ſervice z I will go inſtant- 
« ly to Euphraſia, load her with reproaches, and 
& abandon the ungrateful wretch for ever.” He 
went out accordingly, and diſpenſed with my at- 
tendance, that he might ſpare me the diſagrecable 


part I had to play during their eclairciſſement. 
I waited 


3 


f waited for my maſter's return with the greateſt 
impatience, not doubting, that as he had ſo much 
cauſe to complain of his fair nymph, he would 
come back entirely detached from her allurements, 
On this ſuppoſition, 1 applauded myſelf for what I 
kad done; | repreſented to mylelt the ſatisfaction 
which the natural heirs of Don Gonzales would 
have, when they were informed that their kinſ- 
man was no longer the {port of a paſſion ſo con- 
trary to their intereſts : I flatrered myſelf, that they 
would conſider me for it, and, in ſhort, that I had 
diſtinguiſhed myſelf from other valets, who are 
uſually more apt to encourage their maſters in de- 
bauchery than to reclaim them. I grew in love 
with honour, and feflected with pleaſure, that I 
ſhould paſs for the Corypheus of all domeſtics, 
But this idea, agreeable as it was, vaniſhed in a 
very few hours; when my patron arriving, ſaid, 
„% Friend, I have had a very ſharp converſation 
« with Euphraſia, who declares that thou haſt ſcan- 
* dalouſly miſrepreſented her, and art, if ſhe is to 
* be believed, no other than an impoitor, alto- 
„ pether devoted to my nephews, out of regard to 
whom, thou endeavoureſt to make me quarrel 
% with her. I beheld real tears trickle from her 
« eyes, and ſhe ſwore by every thing that was 
*. ſacred, that ſhe never made any propoſal to thee, 
* nor ever ſees a man; Beatrice, who appears to 
be an honeſt girl, proteſted the ſame thing, in 


„ ſuch a manner, that my anger was appealed in 


6 ſpite of my teeth.” 

* How, ir, ſaid I, (interrupting him, in a ſor- 
** rowful tone) do you doubt my ſincerity ? do you 
* diſtruſt No child, ſaid he, (interrupting me 
* 1n his turn) I will do thee all manner of juſtice : 
I do not believe thee in a confederacy with my 
* nephews. I am. perſuaded that thou art con- 
* cerned for my intereſt only, and I am obliged to 


* thee. : 
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* thee : but appearances are deceitful, Perhaps 
* what thou ſaweſt, exiſted only in thy own imagj. 
nation; and in that caſe thou mayeſt guels how 
* dilagreeable thy accuſation muſt be to Euphra. 
* fla. Belt as it may, ſhe is a perſon whom [ 
cannot avoid loving. I muſt even make the 
* facrifice to her which the demands, and that ſa- 
* crifice is thy diſmiſſion. Indeed, Gil Blas, I am 
* tforry tor it, and I aſſure thee 1 conſented to it 
*-with regret; but I could not poſſibly do other- 
* wife. What ought to confole thee is, that I 
+ ſhall not ſend thee away unrewarded, and I in- 
tend moreover to ſettle thee with a lady, a friend 
*% of mine, where thou wilt live very agreeably.“ 
I was very much mortified to ſee my zeal thus 
turned againit myſelf : I curſed Euphraſia, and de- 
lored the weakneſs of Don Gonzales, who ſuffered 
Kiraſcif to be thus led by the noſe. The good old 
man being very ſenſible, that in turning me away, 
merely to oblige his miſtreſs, he did not behave in 
the molt civil manner, made amends for his 
compliance, and gilded the pill I was to ſwallow, 
with a preſent of fifty ducats. The next day, car- 
rying me to the marchioneſs of Chaves, he aſſured 
her in my hearing, that I was a young wan, poſſeſ- 
kd of many good qualities; that he had a regard tor 
me, but family reatons not permitting him to keep 
me in his ſervice, he begged ſhe would admit me 
into her fannly. She received me that inſtant into 
the number of her domeſtics ; ſo that 1 found 
myſelf ſuddenly tranſlated into à new place. 
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HAP. VII. 


The charafter of the marchioneſs of Chaves, and theſe wha 
uſually vilited her, 


HE marchioneſs of Chaves was a widow of 
five and thirty, handſome, tall, and genteel, 
who enjoyed an annual income of ten thouſand 
ducats, without the incumbrance of children, I 
never beheld a woman of more gravity, or one who 
ſpoke leſs : but this did not hinder her from being 
looked upon as the moſt witty lady in Madrid, 
The great concourle of people of quality, and men 
of letters, who daily frequented her hovle, contribu- 
ted, perhaps, more than any thing ſhe ſaid, to give 
her this reputation. But this I will not undertake 
to decide: let it ſuffice to ſay, that her name im- 

rted the .idea of a ſuperior genius, and that her 
— was called by way of excellence, the court ot 
eriticiſm. 

There was indeed ſome performance or other read 
here every day, ſometimes new plays, and ſometimes 
other pieces of poetry; but nothing except ſerious 
ſubjects were deemed worthy of attention, humour- 
ous pieces being deſpiſed; the beſt comedy, 
or the moſt ingenious and witty romance, was reck- 
. oned @ feeble production, that deſerved no com- 
mendation; but the leaſt ſerious performance, ſuch 
as an ode, eclogue, or ſonnet, paſſed tor the great- 
elt effort of human underſtanding. It however 
frequently happened that the public did not confirm 
the ſentence of the court; on the contrary, was 
lometimes ſo unmannerly as to hiſs thoſe pieces 
Which had been there highly applauded. 

1 was chamberlain in this houſe ; that is, my 
office conſiſted in getting every thing ready in the 
ppartment of my lady, for the reception of compa- 
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ny, and to ſet the chairs for the men, and tho 
cuſhions for the women, after which I ſtationed my. 
ſelf at the chamber door, to announce“ and intro: 
duce the. perſons who arrived. When I was em- 
ployed in this office for the firſt time, the po- 
vernor of the pages, who, by accident, was then in 
the antichamber with me, deſcribed them all very 
— as they came in. His name was Andrew 
olina, naturally dry and ſatirical, with a tolera- 
ble ſhare of underſtanding. A biſhop being the 
firſt who preſented himſelf, I announced him, and 
when he was entered, the governor obſerved, “ That 
" 22 is a man of a very pleaſant character. 
« Having a little credit at court. he endeavours to 
„ make every one believe he has a great deal, 
« and offers his intereſt to all the world, without 
„ ſerving any body. One day, meeting at court 
« witha gentleman who ſaluted him, he ſtopt, loaded 
him with civilities, and ſqueezing his hand, ſaid, 
am wholly devoted to your ſervice; pray, Sir, 
“ put me to the proof: I ſhall never die ſatisfied til. 
„ have an opportunity of obliging you.” The 
gentleman having gratefully thanked him, they 
parted, and the prelate faid to one of his followers, 
* | think I know that man; 1 have a confuſed 
idea of having ſeen him ſomewhere,” 
Immediately after the biſhop, the ſon of a gran- 
dee appeared; and when 1 had introduced him 
into my lady's chamber, That nobleman.” ſaid 
Molina, „ 1s another original. You muſt know 
that he goes frequently to a houſe in order to 
« treat of {ome important affair, with the gentle- 
% man who lives in it, and comes away without. 


Ihe announcer is a domeſtic who flands in the hall on vi- 
fiting days, and pronounces aloud the names of the company as 
they come in, Ut is from the Latin word arzunclare, 
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ti remembering to ſpeak a ſyllable about the mat- 
© ter. But,” added the governor, ſceing two la- 
dies advance, there comes Donna Angela de Pen- 
© nafiel, and Donna Margarita de Montalvan, 
© two ladies between whom there is not the 
& leaſt reſemblance: Donna Margarita who piques 
« herſelf on being a philoſopher, will undertake 
the moſt profound doctors of Salamanca in a 
e diſpute, without ſuffering heir arguments to get 
te the better of her argumentation. As for Donna 
Angela. ſhe does not affect the virtuoſi, though 
e her underſtanding is perfectly well cultivated : 
„ her converſation is ſenſible, her ſentiments refi- 
ned. and her expreſſion delicate, noble, and natu- 
&« ral,” „ This laſt,” ſaid 1, “is an amiable cha- 
o racter, but the other, in my opinion, is inconſiſt- 
« ent with the fair ſex,” Not very conſiſtent,“ 
replied he with a ſneer, “ and even a great many 
& men are rendered ridiculous by ſuch a diſpoſitt- 
* on. Madam the marchioneſs, our lady,“ con- 
tinued he, is alſo a little tainted with philoſophy. 
* What wrangling will there be here to-day |! 
Heaven forbid that religion ſhould be concerned 
« in the diſpute.” 

While he was thus ſpeaking, we perceived a mea- 
pre man come in with an air of reſerve, and grim 
countenance. My governor did not ſpare him} 
This,“ ſaid he, © is-one of your ſerious wits, who 
* wiſh to paſs for great geniuſes, by the favour of 
« a few ſentences learned from Seneca, and who 
* are calily detected to be fools, if you, examine 
them a little cloſely,” The next that came in was 
a genteel cavalier, with a Grecian mien, that is, a 
very lelt-ſuficient appearance: when I aſked who he 
was, Molina anſwered, ++ He is a dramatic poet, who 
* has compoſed in his time, an hundred thouſand 
* verſes, which never brought him in a groat : but 
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in recompence for that, he has procured a cen. 
* ſ{iderable ſettlement by ſix lines of profe.” | 
I was going to inform myſelf of the nature of 
a fortune ſo caſily obtained, when | heard a great 
noiſe on the ſtair-caſe. By Jove! cried the 
_ *© governor, there comes the licentiate Campana- 
* r10, who gives notice of his approach, before he 
« appears, and beginning to talk at the ſtreet 
door, continues without intermiſſion *till he goes 
« away.” Indeed the whole houſe rang with the 
voice of the thundering licentiate, who, at length, 
entered the antichamber with a batchelor of his 
acquaintance, and did not ceaſe ſpeaking all the time 
his viſit laſted, ** Sigmior Campanario,” ſaid I to 
Molina, appears to be a great genius.” * Yes, 
« replied my governor, he has ſome bright ſallies, 
„ quaint expreſſions, and a good deal of humour: 
% but aver and above his being an unconſcionable 
% talker, he does not fail to — repetitions; and, 
« not to over- rate his talents, I believe the agree- 
te able and comic air with which he ſeaſons every 
& thing he ſays, conſtitutes his principal merit: 
« for the greateſt part of his ſtrokes would do no 
great honour to a collection of witticiſms.“ 
Variety of other people cane in, of whom Moli- 
na drew very humorous pictures, among which he 
did not forget that of the marchioneſs. *] aſſure 
« you, faid he, our patroneſs is a lady of a very 
« even temper, in ſpite of all her philoſophy. She 
eis not in the leaſt difficult to pleaſe, and one un- 
« dergors very few caprices in her ſervice. She is 
« one of the moſt realonable women of quality! 
« know, and is even without paſtion ; ſhe has as 
« little taſte for gallantry as tor play, and delights 
ein converſation only; in ſhort, there are very few 
« ladies who would not think her way of life in- 
« ſupportably tireſome.“ The governor, by this 
eulogium, prepoſſeſſed me in tavour of my miſtrels 
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nevertheleſs, ſome days after, I could not help ſuf 
ecting that ſhe was not ſo great an enemy to 
— and I will inform you on what foundation 
my ſuſpicions were tounded, 

One morning, while ſhe was at her toilet, a little 
man preſented himſelf to me, about forty years of 
age, of a diſagreeable figure, more dirty than the 
author Pedro de Moya, and very much hump back- 
ed into the bargain, When he informed me that 
he wanted to ſpeak with the marchioneſs, J aſked 
him, from whom? To which he anſwered, with a 
haughty air, + From myſelf ; tell her, I am the 
« g&ntleman of whom ſhe ſpoke yeſterday, to Don- 
„% na Anna de Velatco.” I introduced him into 
my lady's apartment, and ſignified his arrival; up- 
on which, ſhe immediately exclaimed in a tranſport 
of joy; „ Shew the gentleman in.” She not only 
gave him a favourable reception, but likewiſe or- 
dered all her women out of the room; ſo that little 
hunch back, more happy than an honeſter man, 
remained - alone with her; while the chambermaidy 
and l made ourſelves merry with this fine tete 2 
tete that laſted almoſt an hour; after which, m 
patroneſs diſmiſſed Mr. crook- back, loaded wit 
civilities, that ſhewed how well ſhe was ſatisfied 
with his converſation, which, in effect, captivated 
her ſo much, that ſhe ſaid to me one evening, in 
private, Gil Blas, when the man with the hump 
„returns, bring him into my apartment as ſecrerly 
« as poſſible.“ 1 obeyed, and when the little man 
returned the next morning, conducted him by a 

rivate ſtair caſe, to my lady's chamber. T per- 
— the ſame office molt devoutly, two or three 
times, without ſuſpecting that there could be any 
gallantry in the caſe. But the malignity which is {9 
natural to mankind, ſoon inipired me with ſtrange 
ideas, and I concluded that the inclination of the 
marchioneſs was either very whimſical, or chat the 
hunch-back acted the purt of a go-betwecn. 
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Prepoſſeſſed with this opinion, I often ſaid to my. 
ſelf, If my lady is in love with a handſome man, 
* upon my honour I forgive her; but if the is 
«© captivated by this baboon, truly | cannot excuſe 
the depravity of her taſte,” How much was [ 
miitaken in my patroneſs | the little hunch-back 
dabbled in magic, and as his ſkill had been extolled 
to the marchioneſs, who willingly liſtened to the 
delutions of ſuch impoſtors, ſhe honoured hin) 
with theſe private converſations, in which he ſhewe( 
her tricks in a glaſs, taught her to turn the ſieve, 
and tor a valuable conſideration, revealed all the 
myiteries of the cabala, Or rather to ſpeak pro- 
perly, he was a ſharper who ſubſiſted at the expence 
of credulous in wi 57 and was laid to have ſcveral 
women of quality under contribution. 


CHAP. IX. 


The incident which occaſions Gil Blas to quit the marchiont/) dt 
Chawes ; and what became of him afterward. 


HAD lived ſix months with the marchioneſs de 
Chaves, and, I confeſs, was ſatisfied with my 
ondition; but the deſtiny 1 had to fulfil would not 
permit me to continue longer in that lady's houtc, 
nor even in Madrid: I will therefore relate the ad- 
venture which obliged me to remove from both. 
Among my lady's maids, there was one named 
Portia, who, beſides ber youth and beauty, poſlcl- 
fed ſuch an amiable character, that I attached my- 
{cif to her, without knowing that I mutt diſpute her 
heart with a rival. The marchioneſs's ſecretary, who 
was a proud man, and very much addicted to jea- 
louſy, being captivated with my princels, no ſooner 
perceived my paſſion, than (without endeayouring 
to find out my reception with Portia) he refolved to 


fight me in ſingle combat, for which purpoſe he 
appointed 
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:ppointed me to meet him one morning, in a pri- 
vatc place. As he was a little man, whoſe head 
ſcarce reached my ſhoulders, and ſcemed at the 
ſame time very feeble, I did not think him a very 
dangerous rival, but repaired with great confidence 
to the place appointed, in hopes ot gaining an ealy 
victory, and making a merit of it with Portia; 
but the event did not anſwer my expectation. The 
little ſecretary, who had bren two or three years at 
the fencing- ſchool, diſarmed me like an infant, and 
holding the point of his ſword to my throat, © Pre- 
« pare, ſaid he, for the mortal blow, or give me 
« thy word of honour, that thou wilt this day quit 
the ſervice of the marchioneſs de Chaves, and 
never more think of Portia.” I made him that 
promiſe, and kept it without difficulty; being 
aſhamed to appear before the reſt of the ſervants, 
after my defeat, eſpecially before the fair Helen who 
had been the caulc of our duel. My ſole intention 
in returning to the houſe, was to carry off my goods 
and money, which having done, 1 ſer out the fame 
day for Loledo, my purſe being pretty well furniſh- 
ed, and my back loaded with a bundle compoſed of 
my whole wearing apparel: for though I had not 
engaged to quit Madrid, I was determined to leave 
it, at leaſt for ſome years; and formed the reſolution 
of making the tour of Spain, and of halting at every 
town. The money which I have, ſaid | to my- 
« ſelf; will carry me a great way, as I do 
e not intend to be extravagant and when it is ex- 
„% hauſted, I will betake myſelt again to ſervice. 
* A young man of my accompliſhments will find 
places in abundance, whenever he chooſes to go 
in queſt of them.“ 

I was particularly deſirous to ſee Toledo, at 
which city I arrived at the end of three days, and 
fuk. up my lodging in a good inn, where | paſſed 
tor a gentleman of conſequence, by the favour of 

| my 
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my intriguing dreſs, which I did not fail to put on, 
and by the foppiſh airs which I affected. It was 
in my own option to eſtabliſh a correſpondence with 
fame handſome women who lived in the neighbour. 


hood; but finding it was neceſſary ro ſpend a great 


deal of money upon them, I bridled my deſires; and 
feeling {till a ſtrong inclination for travelling, after 


having ſeen every thing that was curious in Toledo, 


Lett it one morning by break of day, and took the 
road to Cuenca, with an intention to go to Arragon. 
On the ſecond day of my journey, I itopt at an inn 
upon the road, and juſt as I fat down to refreſh my- 
ſelf, a company ct ſoldiers belonging to the holy bro- 
therhood came in, and calling for wine, began to 
drink. While they were over their bottle, J heard 
them deſcribe a young man whom they had orders 
to apprehend. The gentleman, ſail one of them, 


is not above twenty years of age, has long black 


hair, a gentcel ſhape, an aquiline noſe, and he 
« is mounted on a bay horſe.” 

I liſtened, without ſeeming to give attention to 
what they ſaid, and indeed | did not concern my- 


ſelf much about the matter. Leaving them in the 


inn, I poceeded on my journey, and had not walk- 
ed a quarter of league, when I met a young gentle- 
man of a good appearance, mounted on a cheſnut- 
coloured horſe. * Faith, ſaid I to myſelf, this 
is the man whom the ſoldiers are in purſuit 
« off: he has long black hair, and an aquiling 
* noſe. I muſt do him a good office. Sir, ſaid I 
* to him, give me leave to afk, whether or not you 
have ſome affair of honour upon your hands?“ 
The young gentleman, without making any reply, 
looked 1 at me, and ſeemed aſtoniſhed at 
my queſtion, Upon which, I aſſured him, that it 


was not out of curioſity that I had addrefled him 
in this manner; and he was very well convinced of 
it, when! related to him what J had overheard at 
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the inn. Gencrous ſtranger, ſaid he, I will not 
„ deny that I have reaſon to believe myſelf che 
* perſon whom thoſe ſoldiers are in purſuit of; 
& and therefore wjll take another road in order t6 
„avoid them.” © It is my opinion, replied l, 
„that we ſhould immediately feek ſome place 
„ where you may be ſecure, and where we may be 
* ſheltered from the ſtorm which I ſee brewing in 
„the air, and which will preſently burſt,” At 
that inſtant we diſcovered and repaired to a tiifted 
alley of trees, that conducted us to the foot of a 
mountain, where we found an hermitage. 
It was a large deep grotto that time had ſcooped 
in the rock, to which the art of man had added a 
kind of front, compcſed of pebbles and ſhell-work, 
and quite covered with turt : the adjacent held was 
ſtrewed with a thouſand ſorts of flowers which per- 
fumed the air, and, near the grotto, we perceived a 
little opening in the rock, from whence iſſued, with 
an agreeable noiſe, a ſpring ot water that meandered 
along a meadow. At the entrance ot this ſolitaty 
habitatiM, appeared a holy hermit flooping under 
the weight of age, ſupporting himſelf with a itafF 
in one hand, and holding in the other a roſary of 
large beads, compoſed of at leaſt twenty courles, 
His head was buried in a brown woollen cap with 
long ears, and his beard, more white than ſnow, 
deſcended to his middle. When we approached 
bim, “ Father, ſaid I, be ſo obliging as to tavour us 
* with ſhelter from the impending ſtorm,” „ En- 
«-ter, my children, xeplied the anchorite, (after 
aving attentively oMrved me) * this hermitage 
is at your ſervice; and you may continue here 
« as long as you pleaſe. As for your horſe, (added 
* he, pointing to the forepart of his habitation) he 
* will be very well accommodated in that place.” 
The gentleman who accompanicd me, diſpoſcd of 
Vol. I. *T'Y . his 
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his beaſt accordingly, and then we followed the 
old man into the grotto, 

As ſoon as we had entered, a heavy ſhower fell, 
mingled with flaſhes of lightning and dreadful 
claps of thunder. The hermit tell on his knces be- 
fore an image of St Pacomo *, which was faſtened 
to the wall, and we followed his example. In the 
mean time the thunder cealed, and we got up ; bur 
as the rain continued and the day was pretty far 
ſpent, * My children,” ſaid the old man, “ 
« would not adviſe you to proceed on your jour- 
„ ney in ſuch weather, unleſs you have tome very 
urgent buſineſs.” The young man and I replied, 
that we had none that hindered us from halting; 
and that if we were not afraid of incommoding him, 
we would beg permiſſion to pals the night in his 
hermitage. “ You will not incommode me in the 
« leaſt,” replied the hermit, “ but you will have 
« reaſon to complain of your accommodation, for 
you mult lie hard, and I. have nothing to offer you 
“ but anchorite fare.“ 

So ſaying, the holy man ſeated us at s ſmall ta- 
ble, and preſenting us with a few onions, a cruſt 
of bread, and a pitcher of water, My ſons,” ſaid 
he, „you behold my uſual repaſt z but to-day | 
„will commit an exceſs to expreſs my regard for 
« you,” He then produced a ſmall piece of 
cheeſe, with two handfuls of filberds, and ſpread 
them upon the table. The young man, who had 
no great appetite, did not do much honour to the 
; fealt; upon which, the hermit obſerved to him, 


* St, Pacomo was an ZXgyptinh, and lived in the fourth cen- 
tury, he founded ſeveral monaſteries, 8 of fifteen hun- 
dred monks each : his faith is {41d to have been ſo effeCtual, 
that he walked among ſerpents without danger; and when he 


had occaſion to croſs the Nile, was conveyed over on the back 
of a crocodile. 
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« T perceive that you are accuſtomed to better 
« entertainments than mine, or rather, that ſenſu- 
e ality has corrupted your natural taſte, I have 
« been in the world, as you are now : the moſt 
« delicate viands, the moſt exquiſite ragouts, were 
« not too exquiſite for my palate : but ſince I have 
« lived in ſolitude, I have retrieved the former pu- 
« rity of my taſte, and now can reliſh only roots, 
« milk, fruits; in a word, that which compoſed 
« the nouriſhment of our firſt parents.“ 

While he ſpoke in this manner, the young man 
ſunk into a profound reverie, which the hermit 
perceiving, ** My ſon, ſaid he, you have an op- 
« preſſion on your ſpirits; may I not know the 
« cauſe ? unboſom yourſelf to me. It is not curi- 
« olity, but charity that occaſtons this requeſt, I 
« ain of age to give advice; and perhaps your 
« ſituation requires it,” * Yes, father, replied the 
« cavalier, with a ſigh, I have indeed occaſion for 
« advice, and I will follow yours, ſince you are fo 
* generous as to offer it. I believe, I run no riſk 
n diſgovering myſelf to ſuch a man as you are.“ 
„Na, my ſon, replied the ſenior, you have nothing 
eto fear on that account, and may ſafely truſt me 
« with any ſecret.” In this confidence, the cava- 
lier expreſſed himſelf in the following terms. 


r 
The Hiſtory of Don Alphonſo and the fair Seraphina, 


| WILL conceal ttathing from you, father, nor 
1 from the other gentleman who is preſent ; for, 
after the generoſity he has ſhewn, it would be cri- 
minal to diſtruſt him. Hearken, therefore, to my 
misfortunes. I was born in Madrid, and will ac- 
quaint you with my origin An officer of the 
WY  £ « German 
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German guards, called the Baron de Steinbach, 
returning home one evening, perceived a bundle of 
white linen at the foot of the ſtair- caſe. He took it 
up and carried it to his Iady's apartment, where he 
found it to be a new-born infant wrapped in very 
tiandiome {waddling-cloaths ; with a billet import- 
ing that it belonged to perſons of quality who would 
one day make themſelves known; and that it had 
been baptized by the name of Alphonſo. I am 
that unhappy infant, and this is all that I can relate 
of my birth and parentage : ſacr.ficed to honour or 
infidelity, 1 know not whether, my mother expoſed 
me, in order to conceal a diſhonourable flame, or 
ſeduced by a pcrjured lover, found herſelf under 
the cruel neceſſity of diſowning me. | 
Be that as it will, the Baron and the lady were 
touched with my ſituation ; and having no children 
of their own, determined to educate me under the 
name of Don Alphonſo. As I advanced in years, 
their attachment to me increaſed : my obliging and 
reſpectful behaviour attracted their careſſes every 
moment: in a word, I had the good fortune to 
make myſelf beloved; they provided me all forts 
of maſters ; my education became their only ſtudy ; 
and, tar from expecting impatiently, that my pa- 
rents would dilcover themſelves, they ſeemed, on 
the contraty, to wiſh that my birth would ever 
remain a ſecret. As ſoon as the Baron ſaw me able 
to carry arins, he entered me in the ſervice, procu- 
red for me an enſign's commiſſion, ordered my ſmall 
equipage to be got ready; and, to animate me the 
more to ſeck occaſions of acquiring glory, he repre- 
ſented to me, that the career of honour, was open 
to every body; and that in war J might obtain a 
name the more glorious, as I ſhonld owe it to my- 
ſelf alone. At the ſame time, b revealed the ſecret 
of my birth, which he had hitherto, concealed from 
my knowledge. As I paſſed for his ton in „ 
| . : 1 15 : 5 and 


GIL BLA'S. 349 
and really believed myſelf to be fo, I own this 
piece of information gave me great uneaſineſs : I 
could not then, nor cannot now, think of it with- 
bout ſhame ; for the more my ſentiments ſeemed t 
argue me of a noble origin, the greater my confu- 
ſion was to ſee myſelf abandoned by thoſe who 

ave me being, 
I went to ſerve in the Low-Countries ; but the 

ace being ſoon after concluded, and Spain rid of 
ber enemies, though not of thoſe who envied her 
proſperity, I returned to Madrid, where I received 
treſh marks of tenderneſs, from the Baron and his 
lady. About two months after my return, a little 
page one morning came into my room, and pre- 
{ſented a billet, conceived pretty nearly in theſe 
words ; “ I am neither ugly nor ill ſhaped; and 
+ yet you ſee me frequently at the window, with- 
out paying homage with your eyes. This be- 
e haviouris not ſuitable to your gallant appearance; 
* and piques. me ſo much, that I with I could 
« inſpire you with love, to be revenged on your 
« indifference.” | | 

Having read this billet, I did not doubt that it 
came from a widow named Leonora, who lived 
oppoſite to our houſe, and had the „ of 
being very coquettiſn. I interrogated the page, 
who at firſt was on the reſerve, but in conſideration 
of a ducat which I ſlipt into his hand, he ſatisfied 
my curioſity; and even undertook to carry an an- 
{wer, by which 1 acquainted his miſtreſs, that I 
acknowledged my error, and was already ſenſible 
of her being more than halt revenged, 
I was not at all inſenſible of this kind of con- 
queſt z I kept at home all that day, and took great 
care to be continually at the window, that I might 
obſerve the Lady, who did not forget to ſhew her- 
ſelf at her's. 1 own I made love to her in dumb 
ſhew, ſhe anſwered my ſignals, and the next morn- 


ms 
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ing let me know by her page, that if I would be 
in the ſtreet, betwixt eleven and twelve at night, I 
might converſe with her at a parlour window. 
Though I did not find myſelf vety 'much in love 
with ſuch a forward widow, I did not fail to re- 
turn a very paſſionate anſwer, and to wait for the 
appointed hour with as much impatience as if I had 
been violently ſmitten. In the evening, I went out 
to walk in the Prado till the time of aſſignation; and 
no ſooner arrived, than a man mounted on a very 
Hine horſe, alighted near me, and accoſting me hat- 
uly, ſaid.“ Are not you the fon of Baron Stcin- 
* bach ?? When I replied in the affirmative, 
„Lou are the perſon, ſaid he, who intends to 
© converſe wich Leonora at her parlour window. 
„Her page has ſhewn me her letters and your 
« anſwers, and I have followed you this evening, 
* from your own houfe hither, to inform you 
that you have a rival whofe pride is greatly mor- 
«+ titied in being obliged to diſpute a heart with 
* ſuch a one as you. I believe it is not neceſſary 
« that I ſhould ſay more; we are now in a pri- 
vate place. Let us draw this inſtant, unleſs to 
« avoid the chaſtiſement I prepare for you, you 
vill promiſe to break off all correſpondence with 
Leonora. You mult either ſacrifice to me the 
& hopes you have conceived, or forfeit your life 
« 1mmediately.” * You ought then, ſaid I, to 
have requelted, and nor demanded that ſacrifice ; 
* 1 might, perhaps, have granted it to your intreaty, 
but ] refuſe it to your menaces “L? 
„Well,“ replied he, (after having tied his horſe 
to a tree) draw then: it does not become a per- 
c ſon of my quality to ſtoop ſo low as to intreat a 
man of your ſtation : there are few people of my 
rank, in the ſame ſituation, who would not have 
6 revenged themſelves in a. leſs honourable way.“ 
J was ſhocked with the laſt words, and ſeeing his 
$7 | | iword 
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{word already unſheathed, drew mine alſo : we at- 
tacked each other with ſuch fury, that the combat 
did not laſt long: whether he was too precipitate, x 
I had more ſkill, I know not, but I gave him a 
mortal thruſt, upon which I ſaw him ſtagger and 
fall. Whereupon, regarding only my own ſafety, 
mounted his horſe, and took the rqad to Tole- 
do. I durlt not return to the baron's houle, being 
well affured that my adventure would very much 
afflict him, and when I conſidered the danger 1 
was in, I thought I could not be too expeditious in 
departing from Madrid. | 

In the midſt of the moſt melancholy reflections. 
] rode the remaining part of the night, and all the 
morning; but towards noon; I was obliged to halt 
in order to give my horſe ſome repole, and avoid 
the heat of the day which grew inſupportable. 1 
tarried therefore in a village till ſun- ſet, after which 
I proceeded on my journey, reſolving to make but 
one ſtage to Toledo. I had got two leagues beyond 
Illeſcas, when, about midnight, I was ſurpriſed in 
the middle of a ficld, with juſt ſuch another ſtorm 
as fell to-day ; upon which 1 drew near the wall of 
a garden, which I perceived at the diſtance of a few 
paces, and not finding a more convenient ſhelter, 
ſtood with my horſe as cloſe as poſſible to the door 
of a ſummer-houle, ſituated at the end of the wall, 
over which there was a balcony. As I leaned 
againſt the door I perceived it open, which I at- 
tributed to the negligence of ſervants ; and alight- 
ing, leſs out of curioſity than for the ſake of finding 
better ſhelter from the rain, which incommoded me 
while I remained under the balcony, I entered the 
promed floor of the ſummer-houſe, leading my 

orſe by the bridle. 

I amuſed myſelf during the tempeſt, in obſerving 
the place, and though 1 could diſtinguiſh nothing 
but by the lightning that flaſhed around, it was * 

1 "2" 
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ly to perceive that the houſe could not belong to an 
inſignificant owner. I till expected that the rain 
would ceaſe, intending to proceed on my journey ; 
but a great light, which I obſerved at a diſtance; 
made me alter my refolution. Leaving my horſe 
in the ſummer-houſe, the door of which I had ta- 
ken care to ſecure, I advanced - towards the 
light, perſuaded that there was ſtill ſomebody in the 
houſe not yet gone to bed, and determined to beg a 
odging for that night. Having croſſed ſeveral 
walks, I arrived at a ſaloon, the door of which ! 
found alſo open; I entered it, and when I had ob- 
ſerved all the magnificence of the place, by the light 
of a fine cryſtal branch, I no longer doubted, that 
I was in the houſe of Tome nobleman. The pave- 
ment was of marble, the walls very handſome, and 
. curiouſly gilt, the cornices of admirable workman- 
ſhip; and the cieling painted by the moſt ſkiltul 
maſters : but what particularly excited my notice 
was an infinite number of buſts of Spaniſh heroes, 
ſupported on pedeſtals of jaſper, all round the ſa- 
loon. I had leiſure enough to remark all theſe 
things, for though I liſtened attentively ſrom time 
to time, I neither heard the leaſt noiſe, nor ſaw 4 
living creature appear. | 

| There being on. one fide of the ſaloon a door un- 
bolted, I halt opened it, and perceived a range of 
rooms, the laſt of which only was lighted. — 
What ſhall I do?” ſaid I to myſelf, © ſhall I re- 
* turn, or boldly penetrate to that room?“ ] con- 
cluded, however that tlie moſt judicious ſtep would 
be to return as I came. But I could not reſiſt my 
curioſity, or rather the influence of my ſtars, that 
dragged me along: I advanced from one room to 
another, till I arrived at that in which was the light, 
that is, a taper burning on a marble table; in a 
filver candleſtick gilt. I at firſt oblerved very gay 
ſummer furniture, bur in a little time, caſting my 
eyes 
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eyes upon a bed, the curtains of which were half 
drawn on account of the heat, I ſaw an object that 
attracted my whole attention. It was a young lady, 
who, notw / ithſtanding the noiſe of the 8 lay 
in a profound ſleep. I approached her gently, and 
by the light of the taper, diſcovered a complexion 
and features that quite aſtoniſhed me. My heart 
took the alarm np. fight ! I felt my ſoul ſmitten 
and tranſported z but whateveremotions agitated my 
breaſt, the opinion which I had of her high rank, 

hindered me — entertaining the leaſt raſh thought, 
and reſpe& ſurmounted inclination, 

While I glutted myſelf with the pleaſure of 
contemplating her beauty, ſhe awoke ; and you 
may gueſs what was her ſurprize when ſhe beheld a 
man, who was a ftranger, in. her bedchamber at 
midnight. She trembled when ſhe perceived me, 
and ſhrieked aloud ; while I endeavoured to re- 
move her fear, by kneeling before her, and ſaying, 
Madam, be not afraid: I come not hither to do 
you the leaſt injury.” I was going on, but her con- 
ſternation was ſuch that ſhe did not attend to me. 
She called her woman ſeveral times, but nobody 
anſwering, ſhe put on a thin night-gown which lay 
at the bed's feet, got up haſtily, and went into the 
rooms, that I had. croſſed, ſtill calling her maids 
and a younger ſiſter who lived under her care. I 
expected to lee all her ſervants appear, and had reaſon 
to apprehend that 1 ſhould meet with very diſagrea- 
ble treatment, without being permitted to ſay any 
thing in my defence; but luckily for me, ſhe called 
to no purpoſe; no body came but an old domeſtic, 
who could not have given her much aſſiſtance, had 


* 


ſhe had any thing to fear. Nevertheleſs growi 
more reſolute by his prelence, ſhe demanded with 
an haughty air, who I was, and how and for what 
reaſon I had the temerity to enter her houſe. I then 
began to juſtify myſelf, and had no ſooner ac- 

Vor. I. Z 2 quainted 
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quainted her that 1 perceived the door of the ſum- 
mer- houſe open, than ſhe exclaimed, © Juſt heaven 
what do I pteſage !” (* 46 5 | 

So ſaying, ſhe ſeized the light, and ſearching all 
the rooms one after another, could find neither her 
maids nor her ſitter, but even obſerved that they 
had carried'off all their baggage. Her ſuſpicions 
appearing now but too plain, ſhe returned to me, 
and ſaid, with great emotion, Perfidious wretch ! 
« add not diſſimulation to treachery. It was not 
chance that brought thee here. Thou art one of 
c the followers of Don Fernando de Leyva, and 
ce an aſſociate in his crime: but think not thou 
e ſhalt eſcape, I have ſtill people enough to ſecure 
de thee,” © Madam,” anſwered I, © do not num- 
© ber me with your enemies, I know not any ſuch 
«* perſon as Don Fernando de Leyva, and am even 
ignorant of your name and quality. I am an 
ec unfortunate man, whom an affair of honour hath 
<« obliged to leave Madrid; and I ſwear by every 
< thing that is moſt ſacred, I would not have en- 
<« tered your houſe, had it not been for the ſtorm 
te that ſurprized me] Judge therefore more favour- 
« ably of me, and inſtead of believing me an ac- 
cc complice in the outrage you have ſuffered, think 
© me rather diſpoſed to revenge it.” Theſe laſt 
words, and the tone with which I accompanied 
them, appeaſed the lady, who ſeemed: to conſider 
me no longer as her enemy ; but if hey indignation 
vaniſhed it was only to make room for her grief. 
She wept bitterly ; I was affected by her tears, and 
no leſs afflicted than ſhe, though I was ignorant of 
the cauſe of her ſorrow. I not only wept with her, 
but impatient to revenge her wrongs, was ſeized 
with a tranſport of fury. Madam,” ſaid I, 
© what injury have you received? Speak, I will 
join your reſentment. Shall | purſue Don Fer- 
* nando, and pierce him to the heart? N _ on 

. 253 | 5 thoſe 
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& thoſe whom you would have me ſacrifice. Com- 
« mand my ſervice. Whatever dangers, whatever 
© misfortunes may be attached to your revenge, 
« that ſtranger, whom you thought a confederate 
„with your enemies, will, for your ſake, expoſe 
« himſelf to them all.” | 
This tranſport ſurprized the lady, and ſtopt the 
torrent of her tears: Ah, Sir!” ſaid ſhe, © par- 
don my ſuſpicion, on account of the cruel ſitua- 
tion in which you behold me. Theſe generous 
« ſentiments have undeceived Seraphina, and even 
'< freed me from the ſhame of ſeeing a ſtranger wit- 
e neſs to the affront offered to my family. Les, 
« generous ſtranger! I acknowledge my error, 
te and am far from rejecting your aſſiſtance; but I 
* aſk not the death of Don Fernando.”—<* Well, 
'* madam,” replied I, what ſervices ſhall I per- 
form?“ © Sir,” replied Seraphina, the cauſe 
of my complaint is this: Don Fernando de Ley- 
eva is in love with my ſiſter Julia, whom he ſaw 
* by accident at Toledo, Were we uſually reſide, 
« ---Three months ago he aſked her in marriage of 
the count de Polan, my father, who refuſed his 
„ conſent, on account of an old enmity ſub- 
e fiſting between our families. My ſiſter, not yet 
„ fifteen years of age, has doubtleſs been weak 
enough to follow the advice of my women, 
* whom I ſuppoſe Don Fernando has bribed to his 
« intereſt ; and he, informed of our being by our- 
« ſelves in this country-houſe, has taken this op- 
<« portunity of carrying her off. I therefore with 
* to know what retreat he has choſen for her, that 
* my father and brother, who have been at Ma- 
<* drid theſe two months, may take their meaſures 
« accordingly. For heaven's fake !“ added ſhe, 
take the trouble of traverſing the neighbourhood 
<* of Toledo, and of making a ſtrict enquiry about 
43 «the 
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the raviſher : my family will be infinitely indebi- 
* ed to you for the favour.” , 

The lady did not imagine, that the employment 
which ſhe preſcribed for me, but ill agreed with 
the circumſtances of a+ man who could not get out 
of Caſtile too expeditiouſly. But how was it poſſi- 
ble for her to make this reflection, which did not at 
that time occur to me ? Charmed with the happi- 
neſs of finding myſelf neceffary to the moſt amia- 
ble perſon in the world, I accepted the commiſſion 
witha tranſportof joy, and promiſed to acquitmyielf 
with equal diligence and zeal. In effect I did not 
wait for the morning in order to go and accompliſh 
my promiſe ; but quitted Seraphina immediately, 
conjuring her to pardon me for the terror I had oc- 
caſioned, and affuring her that ſhe ſhould have in- 
telligence'of me in a very ſhort time. I went out as 
T had come in: but ſo much engroſſed by the lady, 
that it was not difficult for me to perceive I was al- 
ready captivated by her beauty: I was the more 
confirmed in this, by the eagerneſs I felt in ſerving 
her, and the amorous chimeras which my imagina- 
tion produced. I fancied that Scraphina, though 
overwhelmed with ſorrow, had obſerved my grow- 
ing paſſion, and beheld it perhaps with ſome de- 
gree of pleaſure : I even imagined, that if I could 
bring her any intelligence of her fiſter, and the at- 
fair ſhould turn out agreeable to her wiſh, the whole 
would redound greatly tb my honour.” 

Don Alphonſo interrupting the thread of his ſto- 
ry in this place ſaid to the old hermit, © I beg par- 
* don, father, if, too full of my paſſion, I enlarge 
« upon circumſtances, which may, perhaps, be te- 
&« djous to you.” © No, my fon,” rephed the an- 
chorite, © they are far from being tedious : I am 
« even pleaſed to know how far you are {mitten by 
this young lady, that I may regulate my advice 
ce accordingly.” | 
My 
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My imagination, warmed with theſe flattering 

« jdeas,” reſumed the young man, .I ſearched two 
days for Julia's raviſher : but it was to no pur- 
« poſe, for all my enquiries were ineffectual : Icould 
not diſcover the leaſt traces of him. Greatly morti- 
« fied at having reaped no fruit from my reſearches, 
returned to Seraphina, whom I expected to find 
e jn the utmoſt anxiety : but ſhe was much more 
« tranquil than I imagined, and informed me that 
ce ſhe had been more fortunate than I; that ſhe 
% knew what was become of her ſiſter, having re- 
« ceived a letter from Don Fernando himſelf, im- 
< porting, that being privately married to Julia, 
he had placed her in a convent at Toledo.“ «I 
“have ſent his letter to my father,” added Seraphi- 
na; * | hope the affair will terminate in an amica- 
e ble manner, and that a folemn marriage will in a 
* ſhort time extinguiſh-the hatred which has ſo long 
divided our fanulies.” 

After the lady had made me acquainted with her 
ſiſter's fate, ſhe made an apology for the trouble ſhe 
had given me, and the danger to which ſhe might 
haveimprudently expoſed me, by engaging me topur- 
ſue araviſher, without conſidering that | had told her 
I was obliged to fly, on account of an affair of ho- 
nour :—ſhe therefore excuſed herſelf in the moſt 
obliging terms, and as I required reſt, conducted 
me into the ſaloon, where we both fat down together. 
She had on a looſe gown of white taffety with 
black ſtripes, and a ſmall hat of the ſame ſtuff, 
with a black plume of feathers, which made me 
imagine ſhe was a widow ; though ſhe appeared fo 
young that I was at a loſs what to think of her con- 
dition. 

If I longed for an explanation on this head, ſhe 
was equally delirous of knowing who I was; and 
.accordingly requeſted that 1 would tell her my 

6 | name, 
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name, not doubting (as ſhe ſaid} that by my noble 
air, and ſtill more by the generous pity that made 
me enter ſo warmly into her intereſts, I belonged to 
ſome conſiderable family. The queſtion embarraſ- 
ſed me not a little; I bluſhed, was confounded, and 
confeſs, that being leſs aſhamed to lye, than to re- 
late the truth, I anſwered I was the ſon of the baron 
de Steinbach, an officer of the German guards, 
„Tell me likewiſe,” replied the lady; „for what 
<« reaſon you quitted Madrid ? I offer you, unaſked, 
ce all the intereſt of my father, as well as that of 
my brother Don Gaſpard ; that is the leaſt mark 
* of gratitude I can ſhew to a gentleman, who neg- 
c jected the preſervation of his own life to ſerve me.” 
J made no difficulty of acquainting her with all the 
circumſtances of my duel; upon which ſhe blamed 
the gentleman whom I had lain, and promiſed to 
engage her whole family in my favour. 

Having ſatisfied her curioſity, I begged her to 
gratify mine, and aſked whether her faith was free 
or plighted. Three years ago,” replied ſhe, -< my 
« father obliged me to marry Don Diego de Lara, 
* and IJ have been fifteen months a widow.”--- 
« Madam,” faid I. what misfortune has depriv- 
« ed you of your huſband ſo ſoon ?” «I will tell 
« you, Sir,” reſumed the lady, * in return for the 
« confidence that you have repoſed in me.” 

Don Diego de Lara was a very genteel cava- 
ie lier, who entertained the moſt violent paſſion for 
„ me, and, in order to pleaſe me, continually put 
« in practice all that the moſt tender and paſſion- 
0“ nate lover could invent, to make himſelf agree- 
« able to the object of his flame; but though he 
<« pofleſied a thouſand excellent qualities, he could 
never touch my heart. Love is not always the 
« effect of aſſiduities and diſtinguiſhed merit.---- 
Alas! added ſhe, an utter 4 often enchants 


« us at firſt ſight, Well, I confeſs, it was not in 
my 


cc 
t 
40 


cc 
cc 
66 
þ 
4 


« 
40 
cc 
i 

cc 


40 
cc 
40 


cc 
4 
cc 
5 


GIL BLAS. 359 


my power to love him; more confounded than 
charmed with the tokens of his tenderneſs, to 
which I was obliged to make returns without 
inclination ; tho” I, in ſecret, taxed myſelf with 
ingratitude. I likewiſe found my own ſituation 
very unhappy. Unluckily for him, as well as 
me, his delicacy was ſtill greater than his love, 
He diſcovered in my actions and converſation, 
the moſt ſecret emotions of my breaſt, and pene- 
trated to the very bottom of my ſoul. He com- 
plained - inceſſantly of my indifference, and 
deemed himſelf the more unhappy in being 
unable to pleaſe me, becauſe he knew there was 
no rival in his way: for I was ſcarce ſixteen 
years old, and, before he offered me his hind, he 
had gained over all my women, who aſſured him 
that no man had then attracted my regard. 
Yes, Seraphina, he would often ſay, I with you 
had been prepoſſeſſed in favour of another, and 
that alone were the cauſe of your indifference to 
me; my aſſiduities and your own virtue would 
triumph over that prejudice ; but I deſpair of 
making a conqueſt of your heart, ſince it remains 
untouched by all the affection I have ſhewn.“ 
Weary with hearing him repeat the ſame tale, I 
told him, that, inſtead of troubling his repoſe 
and mine by too much delicacy, he would do 
well to leave his grievances to time. And really 


one of my age was not capable of reliſhing tne 


refinements of ſuch a delicate paſſion : Don Die- 
go therefore ought to have taken my advice. 
but ſeeing a whole year elapſed, without being 


« farther advanced than the firſt day, he loſt his pa- 


tience, or rather his reaſon; and pretending to 
have an affair of conſequence at court, departed 
to ſerve as a volunteer in the Low Countries; 
where he ſoon found in battle, that which he 
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« went in purſuit of: I mean the end of his bor. 
ments, and of his life.” 

After the lady had favoured me with this relation, 
the ſingular character of her huſband became the 
ſubje& of our diſcourſe; in which we were inter- 
rupted by the arrival of a courier, who delivered to 
Seraphina a letter from the Count de Polan.----She 
aſked my permiſſion to read it, and 1 obſerved, that 
while ſhe peruſed it, ſne lifted up her eyes to heaven, 
heaved a profound ſigh, and her face was inſtantly 
covered with tears. . could not behold her grief 
with tranquility : I was greatly diſturbed; and, as 
if I had preſaged the cruel ſtroke I was: to ſuffer 
felt myſelt chilled with horror. “ Madam, faid I; 
(with a faultring voice) „may J preſume to aſk, 
„ what are the fatal contents of that letter?“ 
There, Sir, replied Seraphina, (in a melancholy 
tone, giving me the paper) “ read yourſelf what my 
« father has written. Alas! you are but too much 


4 concerned.“ 
I was confounded at her words, and trembling 


while I took the letter, read as follows, by 


OUR brother Don Gaſpard fought yeſter- 
day in the Prado*, where he received a 
mortal wound, of which he died this day : hav- 
ning declared in his laſt moments, that the cavalier 
who killed him is the ſon of Baron de Steinbach, 
an officer in the German guards,---- What adds 
« to the misfortune is, that the murderer has 
« eſcaped by flight: but whereſoever he conceals 
« himſelf, ! ſhall ſpare no pains to diſcover him; 
« for which purpoſe I will write to ſome governors, 
« who will not fail to cauſe him to be apprehended, 


. prado, is the public walk at Madrid, as the park is at 
London. Prado ſigniſies a meadow. 1 
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n jf he paſſes thro the towns of their juriſdiction; 
« and by letters directed to other people, I will 
1 cauſe all the roads to be blocked up. By 
| The Count de Polan.“ 


You may eaſily conceive how all my faculties 
were diſordered by this billet. I remained for ſome 
moments without motion or power of ſpeech; and 
even inthe midſt of this depreſſion. perceiving what 
a fatal obſtruction the death of Don . Gaſpard 
would be to my love, was ſeized with the moſt 
violent deſpair! I threw myſelt at the feet of Sera- 
phina, and preſenting my naked ſword, + Madam, 
* ſaid I, ſpare the Count de Polan the trouble of 
« ſearching for a man, who might conceal himſelf 
from his reſentment. Revenge your brother, by 
* ſacrificing his murderer with your own hand.---- 
* Strike, Madam, and let the fword that deprived 
* him of life, become fatal to his unfortunate ad- 
“ yerlary.” Sir, replied Seraphina, (affected 
with my behaviour) © 1 love Don Galpard; and 
* though you killed him honourably, and he drew 
6 his runs upon himſelf, you may be aſſured 
V enter into the reſentment of my father. Yes, 
* Don Alphonſo, I declare myſelf your enemy, 
and will act againſt you every thing that the ties 
of blood and friendſhip can require: but I will 
** not take the advantage of your ill fortune, which 
4 has thrown you in my power.----The ſame ho- 
** nour that arms me againſt you, prevents my 
* taking a baſe revenge. The rights of hoſpitality 
* ought to be — and I will not repay the 
* ſervice you have rendered me, with the con- 
duct of an affaſlin.----Fly, then; elude, if you 
can, our purſuit and the rigour of the laws, and 
js preſerve your life from the danger that threat- 
ens it.“ 


Vol. I. 3A 4 How 


362 The ADVENTURES of 


How, Madam, replied I, when you have it in 
your power to revenge yourſelt, do you leave it 
* to the laws, which perhaps may baulk your re- 
« ſentment? Ah! rather pierce the heart of an 
* unfortunate wretch, who does not deſerve your 
© mercy! No, Madam, do, not honour me with 
& ſuch a noble and generous 8 
* know not who I am : though I paſs in Madrid 
© for the ſon of Baron de Steinbach. I am no other 
* than an unfortunate foundling. whom he has 
* brought up, out of mere compaſſion: I do not 
* even know the authors of my being.” No 
* matter, ſaid Seraphina, (interrupting me with 
precipitation, as if my laſt words had given her new 
torture} . were you the moſt abject of mankind, I 
«* will do what honour preſcribes,” “ Well, Ma- 
« dam, ſaid I, ſince the death of a brother cannot 
« provoke you to deprive me of being, I will in- 
«* cence you by a new crime; the audacity of which, 
I hope, you-will not excuſe,----F adore you----1 
* could not behold your charms without being 
« aſtoniſhed with them; and, in ſpite of the ob- 
« {curity of my condition, had entertained the hope 
of making you mine for ever. I was ſo much 
<« in love, or rather ſo exceedingly vain, as to flat- 
<« ter myſelf that. heaven (which perhaps favours 
« me by keeping my origin concealed) would 
* diſcloſe it to me one day, when I ſhould be able 
* to tell you my name without a bluſh.----After 
« this confeſſion, at which you have ſo much 
* reaſon to be offended, do you {till heſitate in 
<« puniſhing me?” ©. This raſh declaration, 
e replied the lady, would, doubtleſs, offend me at 
« another time, but I pardon it, in conſideration of 
your preſent agitation ; beſides, my own anxicty 
6 will not permit me to attend to ſuch converſa- 
« tion, Once more, Don Alphonſo, added ſhe, 
({hedding tears) © leave ghis place, fly from a houſe 
_ | | a 
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you have filled with ſorrow ; for every moment 
« you continue here, increaſes my affliction.” Ma- 
& dam, ſaid I, I will no longer reſiſt, I muſt baniſh 
4 myſelf from you; but think not that, ſtudious 
« of preſerving a life which 1s odious to you, I will 
& ſeek am aſylum where I can be ſecure.----No, no! 
« devote myſelf to your reſentment.—I will 

« to Toledo, wait with impatience for the fate 
you decree, and expoſing myſelf to your purſuit, 
& advance willingly towards the concluſion of my 
« misfortunes.” 

Atter theſe words I withdrew : my horſe was 
brought out. for me, and I repaired to Toledo * 
where I remained a whole week ; and really was at 
ſo little pains to conceal myſelf, that I know not 
how I eſcaped being taken; for I cannot believe 
that the Count de Polan, whoſe principal care was 
to ſhut up all the paſſages againſt me, would ima- 

ine that I could not paſs thro Toledo.----In ſhort, 
I eſterday left that city, where I ſeemed to be tired 
of liberty ; and without keeping any certain road, 
am come to this hermitage, like a man who has no- 
thing to fear,----You ſee, father, what engroſſes my 
_— and I crave the aſſiſtance of your ſage 
VICE, & 


® Toledo is ſituated on the Tagus ; it is the capital of New 
Caftile, the ſeat of an archbiſhop, who is primate of all Spain: 
it was formerly celebrated for a circus, capable of containing 
upwards of 150000 people. There is a great manufacture of 
ſilk and wollen ſtuffs in this city; in which too, are made the 
beſt ſword blades in the world; whence a ſword is to this day 
frequently called a Toledo, Wt 
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Who the old hermit was, and he Gil Blas diſcovers that be it 
among his cid ecquaintance. 


A Lphonſo having concluded the melancholy 
A narration of his misfortunes, the old hermit 
aid to him, Son, you have acted very impru- 
% dently in ſtaying ſo long at Toledo, I look 
„ upon all you have ' recounted, in a light very 
different from that in which you ſee it, and your 
$*. paſſion for Seraphina is, in my opinion, down- 
« right madacts, Believe me, you muſt forget that 
young lady, ſince ſhe cannot. poſſibly be yours, 
© Yicld, therefore, with a good grace, to the ob- 
ſtacles that ſeparate you from her, and ſubmit ta 
“your deſtiny, which, will probably be produc- 
© tive of many other adventures.----You will 
«*« doubtleſs find ſome other young lady, who will 
© make the fame impreſſion upon your heart, 
«© and whole brother you have not ſlain,” 
He was going to advance many other arguments 
in order to exhort Don Alphonſo to have patience, 
when we ſaw another hermit, loaded with a wallet 
well ſtuffed, enter the hermitage. He was come 
from the town of Cuenca, where he had made a 
very ſucceſsful gathering; he appeared younger 
than his companion, and wore a red buſhy beard, 
* Welcome, brother Antonio, ſaid the old Ancho- 
ite to him, what news do you bring from town?“ 
„ Bad enough, anſwered the red-haired brother, 
(putting a letter in his hand) “ that billet will in- 
* form you.” The ſenior, having opened and 
read it with proper attention, cried, . God be praiſ- 
, ed! ſince the plot is diſcovered, we muſt 
6 regulate our conduct accordingly. Let us change 
= | Sour 
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« our ſtile, added he, Signior Don Alphonſo, you 
« ſee a man expoſed, like yourſelf, to the caprice of 
« fortune. I am informed from Cuenca, a town 
« about a league from this, that ſomebody has done 
me an ill office with juſtice ; all the agents of 
8 which are to ſet out to-morrow for this hermitage, 
in order to ſecure my perſon; but they ſhall not 
& find the hare in the gin,----This is not the firſt 
tc time that l have been in ſuch dilemmas.----Thank 
« God, I have generally extricated myſelf in ano- 
« ther ſhape ; for notwithſtanding my appearance, 
* T am neither an old man nor a hermit.” 

So ſaying, he pulled off a long robe which he 
wore, and appeared in a doublet ot black ſerge with 
ſlaſhed ſleeves. Then he pulled off his cap, un- 
tied a ſtring that ſupported his falſe beard, and 
inſtantly aſſumed the figure of a man between twen- 
ty and thirty years of age, Brother Anthony, 
by his example, quitted his hermit's habit, ſlipt off 
his red beard in the ſame manner as his companion 
had done, and took out of an old worm- eaten cof- 
fer, a ſhabby ſhort caſſock, with which he cloathed 
himſelf. But gueſs at my ſurpriſe, when, in the 

on of che old Anchorite, I recollected Signior 

on Raphael; and in that of brother Anthony, 
my moſt dear and faithful valet, Ambroſe de La- 
mela !----Hey day! cried I, immediately, I find I 
* am among my acquaintance here,” True, 
6 Signior Gil Blas, faid Raphael, you have found 
de two of your friends when you leaſt expected it. 
* cotifels you have ſome reaſon to complain of 
us; but let us forget the paſt, and thank hea- 
* ven for our meeting again. Ambroſe and 1 
* make a tender of our ſervices; and I can aſſure 
you, they are not to be deſpiſed. You muſt 
© not claſs us among the worſt of mankind :: we 
neither aſſault nor aſſaſſinate : we ſeek only to 
* live at the expence of our neighbours ; and f 
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theft be a crime, neceſſity excuſes the injuſtice, 
4 Aſſociate with us, and lead a roving life, which 
js extremely agreeable, when conducted with pru- 
t dence; though I confeſs that with all our faga- 
& city, the chain of ſecond cauſes is ſomtimes ſuch, 
* that we meet with unlucky adventures! What 
t then we enjoy the good with the better relifh on 
« that account We are hardened againſt uncer- 
c tain weather, and accuſtomed to the viciſſitudes 
« of fortune.” | 

„ Signior Cavalier, (continued the falſe hermit, 
ſpeaking to Don Alphonſo) „we make the ſame 
* propoſal to you, which, conſidering your preſent 
4 ſituation, I think you ought not to reject; for, 
not to mention the affair that obliges you to con- 
* teal yourſelf, you are doubtleſs in want of mo- 
«© ney.” „ am indeed, replied Don Alphonſo, 
* and that I confeſs increaſes my chagrin.” — Well 
then, reſumed Raphael, do not depart from us: 
* you cannot do better than to join your fortune to 
„ ours: you ſhall want nothing; and we will elude 
all the purſuits of your enemies. We know 
„ almoſt every inch of Spain, having tra- 
« yelled over it; and are acquainted with the 
* woods, mountains, and every convenient aſylum 
«© againſt the brutality of juſtice.” Don Alponſo 
thanked them for their good intention, and being 
actually without money or reſource, reſolved to 
accompany them. I came to the ſame. determi- 
nation, becauſe ] would not leave the young gentle- 
man, for whom I felt a growing triendſhip. _ 
Having all agreed to go together, we began to 
deliberate whether we ſhould ſet out immediately, 
or, firſt-of all, attack a full bottle of excellent wine, 
which brother Anthony the day before, had brought 
from Cuenca: but Raphael, as a man of the greateſt 
experience among us, repreſented that our ſafety 
ought to be the firſt' confideration, He was of 
24083 2 GW | opinion, 
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opinion, therefore, that we ſhould travel all night; 
in order to arrive at a very thick wood between Vil. 
lardeſa and Almodabar, in which we ſhould halt; 
and, being perfectly ſecure, ſpend the day in taking 
our repoſe. This advice being approved, the pre- 
tended hermits made two bundles of their bagg 
and proviſions, and laid them in æquilibrio on Don 
Alphonſo's horſe. This was expeditiouſly performs 
ed; after which we quitted the hermitage, leav- 
ing as a ptey to juſtice, the two hermit-robes, with 
the white and red beards, two pallets, a table, a 
rotten cheſt, two old ſtraw-bottomed chairs, and 
the image of St. Pacomo. 5 

We marched all night, and began to feel our- 
ſelves very much fatigued, when, at day-break, we 

rceived the wood to which we directed our courſe, 

he ſight of a port gives new vigour to ſailors wea- 
ried with a long voyage!—We accordingly took 
courage, and at laſt arrived at the end of our journey 
before ſun-riſe. Penetrating into the thickeſt part 
of the wood, we ſtopt at a very agreeable {pot up- 
on a ſmall glade, ſurrounded with ſeveral tall oaks ; 
the branches of which meeting, formed an umbra- 
geous arch, impervious to the heat of the day. 
Here we unbridled the horſe to let him feed, after 
we had unloaded him, and fitting down together, 
took out of brother Anthony's wallet ſome large 
pieces of bread, with ſeveral ſlices of roaſt meat, and 
began to attack them as if for a wager. Never- 
thelels, in ſpite of our appetites, we frequently left 
off eating to embrace the bottle, which inceſſantly 
circulated, paſſing from the claſp of one. into the 
embraces of another. 

Towards the end of the repaſt, Don Raphael 
ſaid to Don Alphonſo, ** Sigmior Cavalier, after the 
„ confidence you have honoured me with, it is but 
« juſt. that 1 recount to you the hiſtory of my 
lite, withe the ſame ſincerity.” “It will afford me 

- | | great 
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great pleaſure,” replied the young man; © And 
* mein particular, cried 1, for I have an extreme 
* curioſity to hear your adventures, which are 
« doubtleſs worthy our attention.“ They cer- 
« tainly are, replied Raphael; and I intend here- 


after to commit them to writing. — That however 


ſhall be the amuſement of my old age; for I am 
< till young, and would chooſe to have the volume 
« enlarged: but at preſent we are fatigued. Let 
* us refreſh ourſelves with a few hours repoſe 
*© while we three enjoy our reſt, Ambroſe will 
„ watch againſt all ſurpriſe, and then ſleep in his 
t turn. Tho' | believe we are perfectly ſafe in 
„this retreat, it is always good to be upon our 
* guard.“ He then ſtretched himſelf upon the 
grails, Don Alphonſo did the ſame, I followed their 
example, and Lamela ſtood fentry. 

Don Alphonlo, inſtead of taking ſome repoſe, 
kept himſelf awake by ruminating upon his miſ- 
fortunes; and I could not cloſe an eye. As for 
Don Raphael, he preſently fell aſleep; but awaking 
an hour after, and ſeeing us diſpoſed to liſten, he 
ſaid to Lamela, Friend Ambrofe, thou may'ft 


* now take a comfortable nap. * No, no, replied 


* Lamela, I have no inclination to fleep ; and 


„ though I am well acquainted with all the cir-- 


* cumftances of your life, they are ſo inſtructive to 
people of our profeſſion, that I ſhall be happy 
n 


nn hearing them once more recounted.” 


Raphael immediately began the: hiſtory of his life | 


as follows. 
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„ 
The hiſtory of Don Raphael. | 
Am the ſon of an actreſs at Madrid, whoſe 
name was Lucinda, celebrated for her theatrical 
alents, and ſtill more for her gallantry. As to my 
father; I cannot, without preſumption, claim any 
one in ente I might indeed mention, what 
man of quality was in love with my mother when J 
came into the world; but that epocha would by 
no means de a convincing proof of his being the 
author of my being. A woman of my mother's 
profeſſion is ſo little to be confided in, that even 
While ſhe appears the moſt attached to one noble- 
man, ſhe generally ſubſtitutes in His place ſome other 
perſon for his money. | W 
There is a happineſs in being above ſcandal: 
Lucinda, inſtead of bringing me up in obſcurity at 
her houſe, took me by the hand without ceremony, 
and carried me to the theatre in a very honourable 
manner, without giving herſelf any trouble about 
the converſation that paſſed at her expence, or the 
malicious ſneers that the ſight of me never failed to 
excite, —In a word, I was her 2 and ſo ca- 
reſs'd by all the men that viſited her, that it appear- 
ed as if nature pleaded with them in my behalf. 
I was permitted to paſs the twelve firſt years of 
my life in all ſorts of frivolous amuſements: ſcarce 
Vol. I. 3 B Was 
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was I taught to read and write; and till leſs pains 
were taken to initiate me in the principles of my 
religion: I learned only to dance, ſing, and play 
upon the guitarre. Theſe were all my qualifi- 
cations when the marquis de Leganez wanted me 
as a companion to his only fon, who was about my 
age. Lucinda willingly complied with his requeſt, 
and it was then I began to think ſeriouſly. Young 
Leganez was not farther advanced than I: char 
little nobleman did not ſeem qualified by nature 
for the ſciences. He hardly knew a letter of his 
alphabet, though he had been fifteen months under 
the inſtruction of a preceptor. His other maſters 
ſucceeded no better: he exhauſted their-patience. 
They were not, indeed, permitted to uſe rigour; 
but expreſsly ordered to inſtruct without tormenting 
him ; and that order, joined to his natural dulneſs, 
rendered-all their leſſons of very little effect. 

But the preceptor contrived an excellent expedi- 
ent to intimidate the young nobleman, without diſ- 
l his father's orders. He reſolved to flog 
me, when his pupil deſerved puniſhment; and 
he did not fail to put his reſolution in practice. Not 
reliſhing this expedient, I ran away, and complain- 
ed to my mother of ſuch unjuſt behaviour: but, 
in ſpite of all her tenderneſs for me, ſhe had reſolu- 
tion enough to reſiſt my tears, and, conſidering it 
as a great advantage for her ſon. to live with the 
marquis de Leganez, ſent. me back immediately, 
I was now devoted to the preceptor, who, perceiv- 
ing that his contrivance had produced a good 
effect, {till continued to flog me inſtead of the 
young nobleman ; and in order to make the deeper 
impreſſion upon him, diſciplined me with very 
great ſeverity. I was certain every day to pay for 
young Leganez; and I may venture to affirm, 
that he did. not learn one letter of his N 
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which did not coft me an hundred laſhes. Judge 
therefore, what his rudiments ſtood me in. a 

The birch was not the only diſagreeable thing 
that I experienced in this houſe: -as every 
knew me, the meaneſt ſervant, even the ſcullions, re- 
proached me with my birth. This fo highly diſ- 

ſted me, that I ran away one day, after having 

und means to ſeize the preceptor's whole ſtock 
of ready money, which amounted to about an hun- 
dred and fifty ducats. Such was the revenge I took 
for the ſtripes he had ſo unjuſtly beſtowed upon me. 
I performed this ſlight of hand with admirable dex- 
terity, though it was my firſt attempt, and having 
had the addreſs to baffle the ſearch that was made 
for me for two days, left Madrid and repaired to 
Toledo, without being purſued. - 

I was then entering into my fifteenth year. 
What a happineſs it was to be independent at that 
age, and entirely maſter of my own actions! I ſoon 
contracted acquaintance with young people, who 
poliſhed me up, and aſſiſted me in ſpending my 
ducats; I affociated with knights of induſtry, who 
ſo ably cultivated my happy diſpoſition, that in a 
ſhort time, I became one of the moſt dexterous of 
the order. AS the end of five years, being ſeized 
with an inclination to travel, I quitted my confe- 
derates, and beginning my peregrinations by Eſtre- 
madura, travelled as far as Alcantara: but before 
J arrived at that place, finding an opportunity of 
exerting my talents, I did not let it eſcape. Bein 
a- foot, and loaded with a pretty heavy knapſack, 
frequently halted to repoſe myſelf under the trees, 
that offered me their ſhade, at « little diſtance from 
the highway. In one of theſe reſting- places, I found 
two genteel youths talking merrily on the graſs, 
while they enjoyed the coolneſs of the ſhade. I 
Rlpted them very courteouſly and entered in- 
| 3B2 | to 
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to converſation with them, at which they did nat 
ſeem diſpleaſed. The eldeſt was not more than 
fifteen, and they ſeemed both to be unacquainted 
with the world. © Signior cavalier,“ 1 id the 
youngeſt to me, © we are the ſons of two rich citi- 
< zens of Placentia, who longing extremely to ſee 
the kingdom of Portugal, in order to ſatisfy our 
« curioſity, have each taken an hundred piſtoles 
from our parents; and as we travel a- foot, we 
expect that ſum will carry us a _=_ way. What 
« is your opinion of the matter? If | had fo 
<« much,” replied I, . God knows where I ſhould 
go; I ſhould viſit the four corners of the world, 
« What the devil! two hundred piftoles | why it 
« is an immenſe ſum, and you can never ſee the 
« end of it. If it be agreeable to you, gentlemen,” 
« added I, I ſhall have the honour of accompa- 
e nying you as far as Almeria, where I am going 
< to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate of an uncle, who 
« has been ſettled in that city about twenty 
<« years.” | 
The young citizens aſſured me that my compa- 
ny would be very agreeable, to them: therefore, 
having reſted ourſelves a little, we ſet forwards, all 
together towards Alcantara, where: we arrived early 
in the evening, and went to lodge at a capital inn. 
We aſked for a room, and were ſhewn into one, 
where there was a preſs with a key in it. Having 
ordered ſupper, I propoſed to my comrades, that 
we ſhould go and ſee the town, while it was getting 
ready. They approved of the propoſal, we locked our 
knapſacks in the preſs, the key of which one of the 
citizens put in his pocket, and going out of the inn 
went to take a view of the churches. While we were in 
the cathedral, I pretended, all on a ſudden, to have 
an affair of conſequence in hand, and ſaid to my com- 
panions, Gentlemen, I have juſt recollected, that 
a perſon of Toledo deſired me to deliver a ſhort 
| meſ⸗ 
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& meſſage to a merchant reſiding near this church. 
« Pray wait for me here, and Il return in an in- 
& ſtant.” I left them immediately, ran to the inn, 
flew to the cheſt, forced the lock, and rummaging 
the knapſacks of my young cits, found their pit- 
toles. Poor fellows ! I did not leave them ſo much 
as a ſingle piſtole to pay for their night's lodging. 
J carried all off, quitted the town as faſt as poſſible, 
and took the road to Merida, without giving my- 
ſelf any farther concern about them. | | 
This adventure put me in a condition to travel 
agreeably : though I was young, I found myſelf 
capable of conducting myleif with prudence ; and 
I may venture to ſay that I was pretty knowing, 
conſidering my years. Having reſolved to purchaſe 
a mule, I put my relolution in practice at the next 
village. I, even converted my knapſack into a 
portmanteau, and began to aſſume a little more the 
man of conſequence. On the third day, I met a 
man ſinging yeſpers, as loud as he could roar, 
on the highway. Judging by his appearance, that 
was a chanter, I accoſted him thus, Signior 
* -batchelor, you ſing delightfully ; your heart goes 
« with your profeſſion, I ſee.” Sir, replied he, 
I am a chanter at your ſervice, and amuſe my- 
« {elf with clearing my pipes, as you perceive.” 
Thus we began our converſation, and I perceived 
that I had got in company with a meſt pleaſant and 
agreeable tellow, of about four or five and twenty. 
As he trayelled on foot, I made my mule walk 
ſlowly, in order to have the pleaſure of converſing 
with him; and among other things, the diſcourſe 
turned on Toledo. * I know that city perfectly 
well, ſaid the chanter, having lived a conſider- 
% able time in it, and I believe have ſome friends 
« there.” © In what part, reſumed I, did you 
& live at Toledo?” He replied, © In the new 
* ſtreet, I lived with Don Vincent de Buena 
+: * EE ad hes Garra, 


« Garra, Don Matthias de | Cordel, and two or 
«<< three more worthy gentlemen : we lodged, eat, 
and paſſed our time agreeably together.” - Theſe 
words ſurprized me; for, it is neceſſary to obſerve, 
that thoſe gentlemen, whoſe names he mentioned, 
were the very ſharpers with whom J had kept com- 
pany at Toledo. Signior chanter, cried I, thoſe 
< oeritleman, whom you have named, are of my 
% acquaintance, and I lived with them in the new 
« ſtreet.” < I underſtand you, replied he ſmiling, 
that is to ſay, you are entered into the company, 
« ſince J left it about three years ago.” „ have 
« quitted theſe gentlemen, ſaid I, becauſe I was 
40 ſeired with an inèlination to travel. I intend to 
make the tour of Spain, not doubting, but! 
«ſhall improve by experience.” * Certainly, re- 
« plied he, we muſt travel before we can have a 
4 fniſhed * x it ws for this reaſon that I 
% gquitted Toledo, where I lived very agreeably. I 
40 thakk heaven, added he, for having met, . | 
c leaſt expected it, a knight of my own order. 
% Let us travel together, attempt our neghbour's 
«' Hurſe, and embrace every occaſion that preſents 
«© itſelf, of exerting our ingenuity.” x | 
He made this propoſal ſo frankly, and with fo 

ood a grace, that I accepted it. He won my con- 
Elence immediately, in beſtowing his upon me, and 
we unboſomed ourſelves to each other, I related 
my hiſtory to him, and he made no myſtery of his 
adventures to me; letting me know, that he was 
juſt come from Portalegro, whence an unſucceſsful 
trick had obhged him to eſcape with precipitation, 
in the dreſs he now wore. After he had communica- 
ted to me his whole affairs, we reſolved to go to Me- 
rida together, in order to try our fortune, by ſtrik- 
ing ſome lucky ſtroke, if poſſible; and then 
immediately decamping, to remove elſwhere. From 
that moment, cur ſtock became common between 


4+ us; 
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us it muſt be confeſſed that Moralez, (ſo my com- 
panion was called) was not in a very brilliant ſitu- 
ation. His whole fortune coſiſted of five or ſix 
ducats, with ſome baggage that he carried in a 
wallet ; but if I was richer than him in ready caſh, 
he, on the other hand, was more conſummate than 
f, in the art of deceiving, mankind. We mounted. 
my mule by turns, and, in this manner, arrived at 
Merida. | 

We halted at an inn of the ſuburbs, where my 
comrade took out of his wallet a dreſs, in which he 
was no ſooner cloathed, than he went to take a turn 
through the town, reconnoitre the ground, and look. 
for an opportunity of doing buſineſs. We conſi- 
dered every object that preſented itſelf, with great 
attention, and, as Homer would have ſaid, reſem- 
bled two kites, that caſt their eyes abroad, to look 
for birds on which to prey. In ſhort, we waited, 
in hopes that chance would produce an occaſion, 
on which we might employ our induſtry, when we 
perceived 1n the ſtreet, an old grey-haired gentleman 
with a drawn ſword in his hand fighting againſt three 
men, who puſhed vigorouſly at him. I was ſhocked 
at the inequality of the combat, and, as I am na- 
turally a tilter, flew to the aſſiſtance of the old man: 
Moralez following my example, we attacked the 
gentleman's three enemies, and obliged them to ſeek 
their ſafety in flight. | 

The old gentleman was exceedingly thankful. 
* We are very glad, ſaid I to him, that we ar- 
* rived here to ſeaſonably, to give you aſſiſtance: 
but let us know, at leaſt, whom we have had the 
“ good fortune to ſerve ; and pray inform us, for 
what reaſon thoſe three men would have aſſaſſi- 
* nated you.” Gentlemen, replied he, I am 
** too much obliged, to refuſe the ſatisfaction you 
deſire. My name is Jerome de Moyadas, and I 
live on my fortune in this city: one of thoſe aſ- 
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« ſaſſins, from whom you have delivered me, made 
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love to my daughter, demanded her of me in 
marriage a few days ago; and as he could not 
obtain my conſent, attacked me ſword in hand, 
in order to be revenged.” And may one aſk, 
replied I, your reafon for refuſing your conſent 
to that gentleman ?” „] will tell you, ſaid he; 
I had a brother, a merchant in this city, whoſe 
name was Auguſtin.; two months ago he was at 
Calatrava, and lodged at the houfe of Juan Ve- 
lez de Menbrilla, his correſpondent, with whom he 
was fo intimate, that, in order to ſtrengthen their 


«friendſhip ſtill more, he promifed my only daugh- 


ter Florintina in marriage to his fon, not doubr- 
ing that he had intereſt enough with me to 
perform his promiſe. Accordingly, my brother, 
upon his return to Merida, no ſooner mentioned 
the affair, than I, out of reſpect to him, con- 
ſented to the marriage. He then ſent Florentina's 
—— to Calatrava; but alas! he had not the 
atisfaction of compleating the work, for he died 
three weeks ago; conjuring me, on his death- 
bed, to difpoſe of my daughter to none but his 
correſpondent's fon, This I faithfully promiſed, 
and on thiszaccount refuſed Florihtma to the 
gentleman who aſſaulted me, though he is a very 
advantageous match. My word has always 


been my bond, and I every moment expect the 


ſon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla, on whom I will 
beſtow my daughter in marriage, though I have 
never ſeen either him or his father. I beg par- 
don, continued he, for troubling you with this 
relation: but you yourſelf exacted it of me.” 


I hearkened to him with great attention, and re- 


ſolving upon a trick, that at that inſtant came into 


my head, affected great aſtoniſhment, lifted up my 


eyes to heaven, and turning towards the old man, 


faid, in a patheric tone, Ah, Signior Moyadas ! 
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&« 1s it poſſible, that on my firſt arrival at Merida, I 
« ſhould be ſo happy as to preſerve the life of my 
« father-in-law !” The old citizen was greatly 
ſurprized at theſe words, as well as Morelez, who 
ſhewed, by his countenance, what an arrant rogue 
he took me to be. What do I hear? (rephed 
the ſenior) + how ! are you the ſon of my brother's 
correſpondent ?” © Yes,Signior Jerome de Moyadas, 
(anſwered I, with an audacious countenance, while 
I threw my arms about his neck) ** I am that-hap- 
« py mortal for whom the adorable Florintina is 
« deſtined. But before I expreſs my joy in enter- 
« ing into your family, permit me to ſhed into 
« your boſom the tears which the remembrance 
of your brother Auguſtin renews ! I ſhould be 
©« the moſt ungrateful of mankind, were I not 
&« ſenſibly Ges 4 with the death of a perſon to 
* whom I owe all the happineſs of my life!“ So 
ſaying, I again embraced honeſt Jerome, and co- 
vered my eyes with my hand, pretending to wipe 
away my tears. Moralez, who, in a twinkling, 
perceived the advantage we might , reap from a 
contrivance of this kind, did not fail to ſecond the 
impoſture, and paſſing for my valet, even out-did 
me in the ſorrow I had manifeſted pr the death of 
Signior Auguſtin. * Signior Jerome, cried he, 
„ what a lols you have ſuſtained in your brother's 
ce death he was ſuch a worthy man ! the very 
„ phœnix of commerce, a diſintereſted merchant, a 
* merchant of integrity; there are few of his 
„ fellows to be met with.“ | 

We had to do with a ſimple and credulous being, 
who, fo far from ſuſpeQing the cheat, was himtelf 
an aſſiſtant in it. And why, ſaid he, did you not 
come immediately to my houſe ? you ſhould not 
have taken up your lodgings at an inn: conſider- 
ing the terms on, which we are, no ceremony 
e ought to have been obſerved.“ Sir, antwered 
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% Moralez, (taking upon him to ſpeak for me) my 
„% maſter is, I confeſs, a little ceremonious: not 
but that he is in ſome meaſure excuſable, in being 
unwilling to appear before you in his preſent ſi- 
tuation: for we have been robbed in our journey 
«* hither, and loſt all our baggage.” * The young 
% man, ſaid I, (mterrupting him) relates nothing 
© but the truth, Signior de Moyadas. This acci- 
« dent did not permit me to come immediately to 
s your houſe: I durſt not preſent myſelf in this 
« parb, before the eyes of a miſtreſs, who has not 
« yet beheld me; for which reaſon, I waited the 
© return of a valet, whom I have ſent to Cala- 
„% trava.” This accident, replied the old man, 
* ought not to have hindered you from making a 
„ home of my houſe, where I intend you ſhall im- 
„ mediately take up your lodging.” 

So ſaying, he conducted me home with him; and, 
by the way, we talked of the pretended robbery 
that I had ſuffered, when I aſſured him, that what 
gave me the greateſt concern, was my having loſt, 
with my baggage, the picture of Florintina. Where- 
upon the citizen obſerved, with a ſmile, that I 
might confole myſelf for that loſs, the more eaſily, 
as the original was much better than the copy. In 
effect, as ſoon as we arrived at his houſe, he called 
his daughter, who was not above ſixteen years of 
age, and might have been reckoned an accompliſhed 
young lady; Lou fee, ſaid he to me, the object 
* which my late brother promiſed to you.” © Ah, 
« Signior ! cried I, with a paſſionate air, you need 
& not inform me, that this is the amiable Florentt- 
* na! theſe charming features are already engraved 
on my memory, and {till more upon my heart. 
If the picture which I loſt, and which was only 
& a flight ſketch of ſuch perfection, could inflame 
« me with the moſt ardent paſſion, judge how 1 
*« muſt be tranſported at this moment!“ 5e 
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« flatter me too much, ſaid Florentina, for I am 
« not vain enough to imagine, that my qualifica- 
« tions juſtify ſuch language.” „Go on with your 
« compliments,” ſaid the father; at the ſame time 
leaving me alone with his daughter, and taking 
Moralez aſide, © Friend, ſaid he ro him, you have 
« Joſt all your baggage then, and doubtleſs your 
“ money alſo.” Les, Sir, anſwered my com- 
rade, a great number of banditti poured upon 
« us, near Caſti] Blazo, and left us nothing but 
the cloaths upon our backs: but we ſhall, in a 
very ſhort time, receive bills of exchange, which 
« will ſet all things to rights again.” 

„ But *till thoſe bills arrive, (replied the old 
man, taking a purſe out of his pocket) © here are 
&« an hundred piſtoles at your ſervice.” “O, Sir! 
„ ſaid Moralez, my maſter would not accept them 
* on any account. I find you do not yet know 
« him. He is indeed a man of great delicacy on 
&« theſe occaſions. He is none of thole faſhiona- 
ble youngſters, who wiſhes to receive money from 
„ every body. He does not love to be in debt, 
„ and would rather aſk alms than borrow a lingle 
* farthing.” “So much the better, replied the honeſt 
« citizen, I eſteem him the more on that account: 
6 hate to ſee young men contract debts : I par- 
&« don it indeed in people of quality; becaule it is 
a privilege they have long poſſefled. I will not, 
continued he, affront thy maſter, and ſince it will 
only give him uneaſineſs to offer him money, we 
e muſt ſay no more about it.” In ſaying tneſe 
words, he was going to put the purſe in his pocket 
again, but my companion held his hand, laying, 
Hold, Signior Moyadas, whatever averſion my 
% maſter has to borrowing, I do not delpair of 
e prevailing upon him to accept of your hundred 
« piſtoles. It is only from ſtrangers he is ſhy of 
* borrowing : he is not fo ceremonious with his 
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« own family: he can even demand of his father, 
e with a good grace, whatever money he has occa- 
« ſion for. The young gentleman, you perceive, 
« knows how to diſtinguiſh perſons, and he ought 
* to look upon you, Sir, as a ſecond father.” «3 
Moralez, by ſuch diſcourſe, ſecured the purſe of 
the old man, who reoined us; and finding his 
daughter and me engaged in mutual compliments, 
interrupted our converſation, by telling Florentina 
the obligation he lay under to me; and, on that 
ſcore, made me profeſſions which convinced me of 
his gratitude. I embraced ſuch a favourable diſ- 
poſition, and told the citizen, that the molt ſenſible 
mark of acknowledgement he could ſhew, would be 
to haſten my marriage with his' daughter. He 
yielded willingly to my impatience, aſſuring me, 
that in three days, at fartheſt, I ſhould be Florenti- 
na's huſband, and that inſtead of ſix thouſand du- 
cats, which he had promiſed for her dower, he 
would give me ten thouſand, to teſtify how deeply he 

was affected with the ſervice I had rendered him. 
Moralez and I, therefore, lived with the honeſt 
man Jerome de Moyadas; we were kindly treated, 
and in the agreeable expectation of ten thouſand 
ducats, with which we propoſed to make a ſudden 
decampment from Merida. Our joy, however, was 
checked by fear: we were apprehenſive, that in 
leis than three days, the real fon of Juon Velez de 
Menbrilla would arrive, and ruin our good fortune. 
This fear was by no means ill founded: for, the 
very next day, a kind of peaſant, loaded with a 
portmanteau, came to the houle of Florentina's fa- 
ther, when I was not at home, though my comrade 
was preſent.” „Sir, ſaid the peaſant, I belong to 
« a young gentleman in Calatrava, called Signior Pe- 
& dro de la Menbrilla, who is to be your ſon-in-law. 
& We are juſt arrived, and he will be here preſent- 
« ly. I came before to give you notice of his 
| 18 


“ approach. He had ſcarce ſpoke theſe words, 
when his maſter appeared: a circumſtance that 
greatly ſurpriſed the old man, and not a little dif. 
concerted Moralez. 

Pedro, who was a very genteel young fellow, 
addreſſed himſelf to Florentina's father: but the 
honeſt citizen did not give him time to finiſh his 
diſcourſe, and, turning to my companion, aſked the 
meaning of all this. Then Moralez, who was in- 
ferior to no man on earth in impudence, afſumed an 
air of aſſurance, and ſaid tothe old gentleman, “ Sir, 
« theje two men belong to the gang of thieves, who 
& robbed us on the highway: I recollect them 
« both extremely well, particularly him who has 
« the audacity to call himſelf the fon of Signior 
4 Tuan de Velez de la Menbrilla.” The old citizen 
believed Moralez, and perſuaded that the ſtrangers 
were impoſtors, ſaid to them, Gentlemen, you 
& are come too late: your ſcheme 1s prevented: 
“ Pedro de la Menbrilla has been in my houſe 
ever ſince yeſterday,” © Take care of what 
« you ſay. anſwered the young man of Calatra- 
va, you have certainly got an impoſtor in your 
« family; for you mult know, that | am the only 
„“ ſon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla.” „I know 
« to the contrary, replied the old man, and am 
not ignorant of your profeſſion : do you not 
recollect this young man, and remember his 
* maſter, whom you robbed ? * If I was not in 
« in your houſe, ſaid Pedro, I would puniſh the 
« 1nſolence of that villain, who has the preſumption 
* to call me a robber. Let him thank your pre- 
« ſence, that reſtrains my indignation. Sir, added 
ehe, you are impoſed upon. I am the perſon to 

whom your brother Auguſtin promiſed his niece. 
If you deſire it, I can produce all the letters 
which he. wrote to my father on the ſubject of 
the marriage. Will you not believe it, * I 
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ſhew you the picture of Florentina, which he ſent 
to me ſome time before his death ?” 

« No, ſaid the old citizen, neither the picture 
nor the letters will convince me: I know in what 
manner they fell into your hands, and I adviſe 
* you, as a friend, to be gone from Merida as ſoon 
as you can.” * This is too much, {cried the 
young gentleman in his turn) © I will not ſuffer 
my name to be ftolen with impunity, nor my- 
« ſelt to be treated like an highwayman. I know 
* ſome people in this city, whom I will find, and 
return to confound the impoſtor that has preju- 
« diced you againſt me.” So ſaying, he retired 
with his valet. and Moralez continued maſter of the 
field : nay, this adventure made Jerome de Moya- 
das reſolve to have the marriage celebrated that 
very day, and inſtantly went out to give the neceſ- 
fary orders for the occaſion. | 

Though my comrade was very well pleaſed to 
| fee Florentina's father in a diſpoſition ſo favourable 
for us, he was far from being perfectly at eaſe; 
fearing the conſequence of the meaſures which he 
concluded Pedro would immediately take, he wait- 
ed for me with impatience, to communicate what 
had happened. Finding him at my return, in a 

rofound reverie. What is the matter, friend? 
« ſaid I, thou ſeemeſt full of meditation.“ If I 
« am, replied he, it is not without reaſon,” and in- 
« formed me of the whole affair; adding. Thou 
« ſeeſt what cauſe I have to muſe. It is thy raſh- 
« neſs that has thrown us into this dilemma. It was 
« a ſhining enterpriſe, I confeſs, and would have 
« crowned thee with glory, had it ſucceeded : but, 
« jn all appearance, it will have a bad concluſion, 
« and it is my advice, in order to prevent expla- 
« nations, that we immediately. betake ourſelves to 
to our heels, with the feather which we have 
« plucked from the honeſt man's wing,” 


GI PO (98 ' 383 
& Mr. Moralez,” replied I, “ you yield to diffi- 
e culties, I find, very ſoon; and reflect no great 
« honour on Don Matthias de Cordel, and the other 
« cavaliers, with whom you lived at Toledo: one 
« who has ſerved his apprenticeſhip under ſuch 
« eminent maſters, ought not to be eaſily alarmed. 
« Asfor me, who mean to walk in the ſteps of theſe 
« heroes, and prove mylelf a worthy pupil, I will 
« bear up againſt the obſtacle that terrifies you. 
« and make my utmoſt effort to ſurmount it,” If 
« you accompliſh that,” replied my companion, 
« will prefer you to the greateſt men in Plu- 
& tarch,” | 
Juſt as Moralez had done ſpeaking, Jerome de 
Moyadas coming in, ſaid to me, You ſhall be 
my ſon-in-law this very evening: your ſervant, I 
e ſuppoſe, has informed you of what happened. 
« What think you of the effrontery of the rogue, 
* who would have made me believe that he was the 
«* ſon of my brother's correſpondent ?” * Signior,” 
anſwered I, in a melancholy tone, and with the 
molt ingenuous air I could affect, * find I am not 
“qualified to carry on a deceit. I muſt fincerely 
« acknowledge to you that I am not the fon of 
Juan Velez de Menbrilla.” * What do I hear!” 
cried the old man, interrupting me with equal pre- 


cipitation and ſurprize, how ! you are not the 


* perſon to whom my brother”---< Pray, Sir,“ ſaid 
I, interrupting him in my turn, “ be ſo obliging as to 
hear me to the end. I have loved your daughter 
<« theſe eight days, during which my paſſion has de- 
« tained me at Merida; and yeſterday, after having 
come to your aſſiſtance, I was about todemand her 
ein marriage, when you ſtopped my mouth by giving 
** meto underſtand that ſhe was deſtined for another. 
“ You told me, that your brother, in his laſt mo- 
* ments, conjured you to beſtow her upon Pedro 
de la Menbrillaz that you promiſed to 9 
b 4e W1t 
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« with his requeſt, and, in ſhort, that your word 
« was always your bond. This information, 
xc] confeſs, overwhelmed me, and my love, 
reduced to deſpair, inſpired me with the ſtra- 
e tagem I have put in practice. I muſt tell 
« you, however, -that I ſecretly upbraided myſelf 
<« with the trick | had put upon you; but I flatter- 
« ed myſelf that you would forgive me, when J 
„ ſhould have dilcovered it, and convinced you, 
* that I am an Italian prince, who travel incogni- 
* to; and that my father is ſovereign of certain 
« yallies ſituated between the Swiſs, the Milaneſe, 
* and Savoy. I imagined that you would be agree- 
„ ably ſurprized, when I ſhould have revealed my 
“birth; and I felt all the pleaſure of a delicate and 
* enamoured huſband, in the hope of declaring it 
* to Florentina, after our marriage. Heaven,” 
added I, altering my tone, ** would not indulge 
* me with ſo much happineſs: Pedro de la Men- 
e brilla appears, and I mult reſtore hin his name, 
* how much foever. the reſtitution will coſt me. 
Lou are engaged, by your promile, to chooſe him 
« for. a fon in-law; and it is your duty to pre- 
fer him to me, without regard to my rank, or 
compaſſion for the wretched ſituation to which 
you are gong to reduce me. I will not pretend 
c to repreſent, that your brother was only the un- 
c cle of your daughter, and that you being her fa- 
« ther, it is more juſt to acquit yourſelf of the ob- 
e ligation you owe me, than to make it a point of 
&« honour to perform a promiſe which is but ſlightly 
binding.“ AM ; 
« Yes, certainly it is ſo !” cried Jerome de Moy- 
adas ; © therefore I do not intend to heſitate be- 
« tween you and Don Pedro de Menbrilla. It my 
e brother Auguſtin was ſtil} alive, he would not 
'« cenſure me for giving the preference to a man 
* who preſerved my lite, and who is, moreover, a 
| prince, 
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a prince, who does not diſdain to aſk my alliance. 
« I ſhould be an enemy to my own happineſs, and 
« entirely deprived of my underſtanding, if I did not 
« give you my daughter, and even urge the ſpeedy 
celebration of the marriage.” Hut, Signior, “ 
replied I, do nothing impetuouſly, conſult your 
_ « intereſt only, and, notwit 3 the nobility of 
*® my blood“ - Sure you jeſt !” replied he, 
« ought I to heſitate one moment? No, my prince, 
« moſt earneſtly intreat you to honour the happy 
« Florentina with your hand, this very evening.“ 
« Well,” faid I, „I conſent; carry the news to 
« her yourſelf, and inform her of her glorious for- 
tune.“ 

While the honeſt citizen flew eagerly to acquaint 
his daughter, that ſhe had made the conqueſt of a 
prince, Moralez, who had heard the whole con- 
verſation, threw himſelf on his knees before me, 
ſaying, ** Monſignior the Italian prince, fon of a 
te ſovereign of the vallies ſituated between the Swiſs, 
„ Milaneſe, and Savoy, give me leave to embrace 
your highneſ's feet, and teſtify the exceſſive joy 
feel. Upon the faith of a knave, I look upon 
you as aprodigy ! I thought myſelf the firſt man 
in the univerſe, but really I ſtrike to you, though 
« you have had leſs experience than I, Well,” faid - 
I, you are no longer uneaſy, I hope.” Ol not 
« in the leaſt,” anſwered he, I am no longer 
«* afraid of Signior Pedro; let him come again as 
&« ſoon as he pleaſcs.“ Moralez and I being now 
firm in the ſtirrups, began to regulate the courſe 
we ſhould take with the dowry, on which we fo 
much depended, that we could not have thought 
ourſelves more ſecure of it, had it been already in 
our pockets. We were not, however, in the actual 
poſſeſſion of it, and the cataſtrophe of the adventure 
did not anſwer our expectation. 
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In a ſhort time, the young man of Calatraya 
returned, accompanied by two citizens and an 
alguazil, as formidable, on account of his whiſkers 
and ſwarthy complexion, as of his employment. 
Florentina's father being preſent, © Signior de 
„ Moyadas,” ſaid Pedro to him, I have brought 
c hither three creditable people, who know me, and 
ho can inform you who I am.” *© Yes, cer- 
s tainly,” cried the Alguazil, I can tell, and [ 
« certify to all whom it may concern, that I know 
* you. Your name is Pedro, and you are the onl 
c fon of Juan Velez de la Menbrilla : whoever a 
« ſerts the contrary is an impoſtor.” * I believe 
„you, Mr. Alguazil,” ſaid honeſt Jerome de Moy- 
adas, your evidence is ſatisfactory to me, as well 
as that of the reſpectable merchants who accom- 
« pany you. I am fully convinced that the young 
* cavalier, who conducted you hither, is the only 
<« ſon of my brother's eee but what of 
that? I am no longer diſpoſed to beſtow my 
daughter on him.” 7 
That indeed is another affair,” ſaid the algua- 
zil, I came hither only to aſſure you, that I know 
« this young gentleman. You are maſter of your 
child, and nobody has a right to compel you 
“to part with her againit your inclination.” © Nor 
c do I intend,” ſaid Pedro, to offer violence to 
&« the inclination of Signior de Moyadas; but he 
« will give me leave to aſk why he has changed his 
«« ſentiments, or if he has any cauſe to complain of 
e my conduct. Let me be aſſured, at leaſt, that I 
have not loſt the pleaſing hope of being his ſon- 
« in-law by my own miſbehaviour.“ “I have no 
* reaſon to complain of you,” replied the old gen- 
tleman, and will even confeſs that it is with te- 
« pret I ſee myſelf under a neceſſity of fortciting 
my word, for which I conjure you to forgive me/ 
I am perſuaded that you are too generous to tue 


6& 1+ 
75 


GIL BLAS. 387 


& it amiſs, that I prefer to you a rival, who has 
es ſaved my life. Here he is,” continued he, ſhewing 
me to the company, * this is the gentleman who 
« reſcued me from the moſt imminent danger; and 
« that my excuſe may have ſtill greater force, I 
„ muſt inform you he is an Italian prince,” 

At theſe laſt words, Pedro became mute and 
confounded ; the two merchants ſtared with the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment ; but the alguazil, accuſtomed 
to look upon the worſt ſide of every thing, ſuſpected 
this wonderful adventure to be a trick, that might 
turn out to his advantage ; he eyed me very atten- 
- tively, and his good intention being bafſled by my 
features, which were utterly unknown to him, he 
examined my comrade with the ſame attention, 
Unluckily for my highneſs, he recollected Mora- 
lez, and remembering to have ſeen him in the priſon 
of Ciudad Real, Ah ha! cried he, here is one of 
* our cuſtomers ; I remember this gentleman, who, 
* aſſure you, is one of the moſt ingenious ſharp- 
* ers within the kingdoms and principalities of 
« Spain,” *©* Softly, Mr. Alguazil, ſaid Jerome 
« de Moyadas, the youth whom you paint ſo diſ- 
* advantageouſly, is the domeſtic of a prince.“ 
1 = well, replied the alguazil, I know enough 
« to form my reſolution accordingly, and 1 judge 
* of the maſter by the man. I believe both theſe 
e gallants are impoſtors, who have agreed to im- 
«poſe upon you. I know how to act in ſuch caſes 
and to let you ſee that theſe gentry are adventu- 
* rers, I will convey them inſtantly to goal. I in- 
* tend to introduce them to a private converſation 
4 with Monſieur the Corregidor; after which, they 
* will feel that whipping is not yet out of faſhion.” 
* Hold there, maſter officer, replied the old man, 
let us not puſh matters fo far: people of your 
<< profeſſion are not afraid of giving uneaſineſs to 
* a worthy man, May not this valet be a rogue, 
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„and his maſter a man of honour ! Is it a new 
&« thing to ſee ſharpers in the ſervice of princes ?” 
% You joke about your princes, ſaid the alguazil, 
&* this youth is a knight of the poſt, you may be 
«& aſſured, and I arreſt him and his comrade in the 
„ king's name. I have twenty ſoldiers at the door, 
* who ſhall drag them to priſon, if they refuſe to 
go voluntarily, Come my prince, (addreſſing 
himſelf to me) “ let us march.” 

I was thunderſtruck at theſe words, as well as 
Moralez, and our chagrin rendered us ſuſpected to 
Jerome de Moyadas ; or rather convinced him, that 
we actually had a deſign to defraud him. On this 
occaſion, however, he behaved like a gallant man; 
ſaying to the alguazil, © Maſter officer, perhaps 
* your ſuſpicions are falſe, and perhaps they are 
% but teo true, In either calc, let us * no far- 
« ther into the affair: let thele two young cava- 
« liers go wherever they pleaſe, and I beg you 
« will not oppoſe their retreat: it is a favour I re- 
« que in order to acquit myſelf of the obligation 
„ owe to them.“ Were I ſtrictly to perform 
* my duty, replied the alguazil, I ſhould impriſon 
* theſe gentlemen, without having any regard to 
«your intreaty ; but, for your iſe, I will relax 
* a little, provided they immediately quit the 
4 town: for if I meet them to-morrow, by heaven! 
« they ſhall ſee what will become of them.“ 

When we underſtood that we were free, we recol- 
lected ourſelves a little, endeavoured to talk boldly, 
and affirm, that we were. perſons of honour ; but 
the alguazil with a fierce look immediately impoſed 
ſilence ; and I know ndt how theſe people have an 
aſcendant over us. We were obliged, therefore, to 
abandon Florentina and her portion to Pedro de 1a 
Menbrilla, who, doubtleſs, became the ſon-in-law 
l de Moyadas, and retire with all ſpeed, 
taking the road to Truxillo, with the conſolation ot 
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having, at leaſt, got an hundred piſtoles by the ad- 
venture. About an hour before night, paſſing by a 
little village, with a reſolution of going — 
we ſhould halt, we perceiyed an inn of a pretty de- 
cent appearance for that place, and the landlord 
with his wife fitting on the ſteps at the door. The 
huſband, a tall, meagre, old fellow, thrummed up- 
on a wretched guitarre, for the diverſion of his wife, 
who ſeemed to hearken to his mulic with pleaſure. 
« Gentlemen,” cried the landlard, when he ſaw 
we did not ſtop, ** I adviſe you to halt here: you 
will not find a village within three weary leagues 
« of this; and even there, I aſſure you, you will 
© not be ſo well accommodated as here: rely upon 
my word, and walk into my houſe, where I will 
entertain you - handſomely, at a realonable rate.“ 
We ſuffered ourſelves to be perluaded, and ap- 
proaching the man and his wife, bid them 
evening; and having ſcated ourſelves by them, we 
all began to talk of indifferent 4 _ The land- 
lord ſaid he was an officer. of the holy brotherhood, 
and his wife was a fat merry dame, who ſeemed to 
know very well how to diſpoſe of her commodi- 

ties. | 
Our converſation was interrupted by the arrival 
of twelve or fifteen cavaliers, ſome on mules, and 
ſome on horle-back, followed by thirty baggage 
moyls loaded with bales. Ah! what a number 
of princes !” cried the landlord, at the fight of ſo 
many people, where ſhall I find lodging for them 
Gall?“ In a moment the village was crouded with 
men and beaſts. There was luckily, near the inn, 
a large barn, in which the moyls and the baggage 
were diſpoſed: the mules and horſes belonging to 
the cavaliers were put in other places; and as for 
the men, they did not concern. themſelves ſo much 
about finding beds, as in beſpeaking a good ſupper. 
The landlord, his wife, and a young maid-ſervant 
| | * belong» 
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belonging to the houſe, were not idle; chey ſNaugh. 
tered all the poultry in their yard, which, joined to 
fome ragouts made of rabbits and cats, and a large 
diſh of ſoup, compoſed of cauliflowers and mutton, 
furniſhed entertainment enough for the whole com- 

pany. | 1 

Moralez and I looked at the cavaliers, who from 
time to time eyed us alſo. At laſt we entered into 
converſation with them, and told them, that if it was 
able we would ſup in company. They aſſur- 
us that we could not do them a greater pleaſure: 
we therefore fat down altogether at table. There 
was one among them who ſeemed to be the chief, 
and for whom the reſt, though otherwiſe very fami- 
liar, did not fail to ſhow ſome deference : indeed 
fie kept the upper end, talked in an elevated tone of 
voice, and even contradicted, ſometimes, in a cava- 
lier manner, the ſentiments of the reſt, who, farfrom 
replying in the ſame manner, ſeemed to reſpect his 
opinions. The converſation accidentally falling on 
Andaluſia, and Moralez taking it in his head to 
praiſe Seville, this man ſaid to him, © Signior ca- 
« yalier, you are making the elogium of the city 
« where | firſt drew breath, or, at leaft I was born 
te in its neighbourhood, ſince the town of Mayre- 
% na was the place of my nativity.” © | can ſay 
* the ſame thing,” anſwered my companion; © I 
« was likewiſe born at Mayrena, and I mult cer. 
« tainty know your relations: pray, whoſe ſon are 
«you ?” „ am,” replied the cavalier, * the fon 
« of an honeſt notary, called Martin. Moralez.” 
« By my faith!“ cried my comrade, with emotion, 
. the adventure is extremely ſingular : you are then 
* my eldeſt brother. Manuel Moralez,” * The 
« very ſame,” ſaid the other, * and you are, I ſup- 
*- poſe, my younger brother, Lewis, whom 1 left 
in the cradle, when I quitted my father's houſe?“ 
That is indeed my name, replied my comrade z 
| upon 
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upon which they both roſe, and embraced each 
other with great affection. Then Signior Manud 
ſaid to the company, Gentlemen, this event is al- 
« together marvellous | I have, by accident, met 
« and diſcovered a brother, whom I have not ſeen 
« for more than twenty years : allow me to preſent 
« him to the company.” All the cavaliers, who 
kept themſelves ſtanding, out of complaiſance, ſalu- 
ted the young Moralez, and loaded him with ca- 
reſſes. Afterwards we fat down again at table, 
where we continued all night, without going to 
bed; the two brothers ſitting by each other, and con- 
verſing by themſelves, about their family, while. 
the other gueſts drank and enjoyed themſelves. 

Lewis, after a long converſation with Manuel.“ 
taking me aſide, ſaid, All theſe cavaliers are do- 
6 * Ha of the count de Montanos, whom the 
king has lately appointed viceroy of Majorca. They 
are conducting their maſter's equipage to Alicant, 
s where they are to embark. My brother, who is 
« become ſteward to that nobleman, has propoſed 
* to carry me along with him; and, on account of 
« the reluctance I expreſſed in leaving you, aſſured 
eme that if you would accompany us, he would 
« procure for you a gentee] employment. _ 
« dear friend,” added he, I adviſe thee not to deſ- 
* pile the offer: let us go together to the iſland 
« of Majorca; if we find it agreeable, we will ſtay 
there, and if we ſhall be diſpleaſed with our ſitua- 
« tion, we may return to Spain.“ 

I readily embraced the propoſal ; young Mora- 
lez and I joined the count's officers, and ſet out 
with them from the inn, before ſun-riſing. Hav- 
ing, by long ſtages arrived at the city of Alicant, 1 
bought a guitarre, and cauſed a handſome ſuit of 
cloaths to be made for me, before our embarka- 
tion: thinking of nothing but the iſland of Major- 
ca, and Lewis Moralez was in the ſame TT 
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We ſeemed to have totally renounced ſh rping, 
To tell you the truth, we intended to paſs for per- 
ſons of honour, among the cavaliers in whoſe com. 
pany we were; and that kept a check upon bur gu. 
niuſes, At laſt we went merrily on board, fAatrer- 
ing ourſelves with the hopes of bei at Majorca in 
a very ſhort time: but ſcarce had we cleared the 
gulph of Alicant, when a terrible tempeſt aroſe. 1 
might in this place of my relation take an opportu- 
nity to make a fine deſcription of the ſtorm, to 
paint the air all on fire, to make the thunder roar, 
the winds whiſtle, the mountain billows roll, &. 
but all theſe flowers of rhetoric apart, I aſſure you 
the hurricane was violent, and obliged us to bear 
away for the point of the iſland of Cabrera, a deſert 
iſland in which there is a little fort which was at 
that time garriſoned by an officer and five or (ix 
ſoldiers, who gave us a very hoſpitable recep- 
tion, | 

Being obliged to ſtay there ſeveral days, in order 
to repair our fails and tackle, we invented different 
kinds of amuſements to paſs the time agree- 
ably. Each followed his own inclinations ; ſome 
played at Primero, others fought different diverſi- 
ons, and I went to walk through the iſland, accom- 
panied by thoſe who were fond of walking. We 
ſkipt from rock to rock; for the ground was very 
uneven, full of ſtones, and very deficient of fertile 
ſoil. One day, while we remarked theſe parchec 
and withered places, and admired the caprice of na- 
ture, that ſhews herſelf fruitful or barren as the 
pleaſes, our noſes were ſuddenly invaded with a 
moſt agreeable ſmell, We immediately turned 
to the eaſtward, from whence that odour came, 
and perceived with aſtoniſhment, among the rocks, 
a large, round, green ſpor, ſurrounded with honey - 
ſuckles, even more beautiful and fragrant than 


thoſe which grow in Andaluſia, We approached 
4 with 
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with leaſure thoſe delightful ſhrubs, which perfu- 
med the air all round. and perceived that they border- 
ed upon the entry of a very deep cavern, which being 
large and light, we deſcended to the bottom of it, 
urning by ſteps of ſtone, the ends of which were 
adorned with flowers, the whole forming a natural 
winding ſtair-caſe. When we had got down, we be- 
held ſeveral little rills of water, which derived their 
ſources from drops that inceſſantly diſtilled from 
the rocks within, creeping along ſand that was 
ellower than gold, and loſing themſelves in the 
earth. The water ſeemed ſo pure, that we were 
tempted to drink, and found it fo freſh, that we 
reſolved to return the next day to the ſame place, 
with ſome bottles of wine, perſuaded that we ſhould 
empty them with great pleaſure, 
| We quitted this agreeable place with regret, and 
when we returned to the fort, we did not fail to 
boaſt of our diſcovery ; but the commandant cau- 
tioned us, as a friend, againſt returning to the ca- 
vern, with which we were to much delighted. I 
aſked him; for what reaſon and whether there was any 
thing to fear: Yes, doubtleſs,” replied he; “ the 
« corſairs of Algiers and Tripoli ſometimes land 
be on this iſland to water at that ſpring, and one day 
*« {urprized two ſoldiers of my garriſon, whom they 
% made ſlaves.” It was in vain tor the officer to tell 
us this with a very ſerious countenance : he could 
hot perſuade us; for we ſuppoſed him in jeſt; and 
the next day I returned to the cavern with three 
more of my companions, without providing our- 
ſelves with fire-arms, to ſhew that we apprehended 
ho danger. Young Moralez would not be of the 
party, chooſing rather to ſtay with his brother, and 
play in the tort, 
aving deſcended to the bottom of the cave, as 
we had done the preceding day, we cooled ſome 
bottles of wine, that we had brought along with us, 
Yor, I. 3 E in 
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in the r1vulets ; and while we enjoyed ourſelves in 
drinking them, playing on the guitarre, and con- 
verſing pleaſantly together, we law leveral men ap- 
pear at the mouth of the cavern above, with large 
whiſkers, turbans, and Turkiſh habits. We ima- 
gined that it was a part of the count's domeſtics, 
with the commandant of the fort, who had thus dil. 
guiled themſelves in order to trighten us; and, pre. 
poſſeſſed with this opinion, began to laugh, permit- 
ting no I-(s than ten of them toſcome down, without 
thinking of defending ourlelves. We were, how- 
ever, ſoon undeceived, and convinced that it was a 
corſair, who came with his people to carry us off; 
— Surrender, you dogs,” cried he, in the Caſti 
lian tongue, or you ſhall be all put to the ſword,” 
At the ſame time his tollowers prelented their cara- 
bines to us, and we ſhould have experienced a fine 
diſcharge, had we made the leaſt: reliftance, — We 
preferred ſlavery to death, and gave our ſwords to 
the pirate, who ordered us to be loaded with chains, 
and conducted to his veſſel, which was not far off: 
then ſetting fail, he ſteered with a fair wind towards 
Algiers. 

Thus were we puniſhcd for neglecting the cau- 
tion of the officer of the garriſon. The firſt ching 
that the corſair did was to ritle us of all our money. 
— What an excellent windfall for him! "The two 
hundred piſtoles taken from the young citizens of 
Placentia, the hundred which Moralez had received 
from Jerome de Moyadas, and which unluckily 1 
had about me, were all {wept away without mercy. 
My companions had allo their purſes well furniſhed. 
In ſhort, it was an excellent prize. The pirate was 
reſoiced at his good fortune; and the raſcal, not 
fatished with our plunder, infulted us with his rail- 
lery, which we did not teel halt ſo much as the ne- 
cellity that compelled us to endure it.---Atter a 
thouſand ſatirical jokes, he ordered the bottles ot 
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wine which we had cooled at the fountain, and 
which his people had taken care to ſeize, to be 
brought to him, and began to empty them with his 
crew, drinking to our health by way of deri- 
ſion. 

During this conjuncture, the countenances of my 
comrades expreſſed the uncaſineſs they felt; and 
their ſlavery mortified them the more, becauſe they 
had formed the moſt delightful idea of their voyage 
to the iſland of Majorca, where they had expected 
to lead a moſt delicious life.---As for me, I had for- 
titude enough to project a plan for myſelf; and 
leſs afraid than my fellows, entered into converſa- 
tion with the rallier, and even returned his jokes 
with a good grace. Plealed with my behaviour, 
© Young man,” ſaid he, “ I like thy diſpoſition ; 
« for really, inſtead. of ſighing and groaning, it 
is better to arm ourſclyes with patience, and fail 
« with the ſtream.---Play to us a ſmall air,” added 
he, (obſerving that J had a guitarre) “ let us fee 
how thou canſt perform.” I obeyed him as ſoon 
as he had ordered my arms to be unchained, and 
began to thrum upon my guitarre in ſuch a manner 
as acquired his applauſc. had, indeed, learned un- 
der the beſt maſterin Madrid, and played on that in- 
ſtrument tolexably well. I ſang likewiſe, and my 
voice gave no leſs ſatisfaction.—- All the Turks in 
the veſſel expreſſed the pleaſure they enjoyed in 
hearing me, by geſtures of admiration: a circum- 
ſtance from which | concluded, that their taſte for 
muſic was not extremely delicate. The pirate 
whiſpered to me that I ſhould not be a wretched 
ſlave; and that a perſon of my talents might de- 
pend upon an employment that would make my 
captivity very fupportable. 

felt ſome ſatisfaction at theſe words: but flat- 
tering as they were, I had great uncaſineſs on the 
core of this occupation, with the promile of which 
7 3 E 2 the 
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the corſair regaled me. When we arrived at the 
port of Algiers *, we ſaw a great number of peo- 
le aſſembled to receive us, who, as ſoon as we were 
anded, ſhouted with joy; beſides, the air reſounded 
with the confuſed noiſe of trumpets. Moreſco flutes, 
and other inſtruments uſed in that country, which 
formed a ſymphony more noiſy than apreeable. 
The cauſe of theſe rejoicings was a falſe report 
which had ſpread through the city, importing that 
the renegado Mehemet (this was our pirate's name) 
had periſhed in attacking a large Genoeſe veſſel: 
ſo that all his friends, informed of his return, were 
eager to tellify their jop. | | 
We had no ſooner arrived on ſhore, than I and my 
companions were conducted to the palace of Dey 
Solyman, where a Chriſtian ſecretary,'examining us 
ſeparately, aſked our names, ages, country, religi- 
on, and qualifications. Then Mehemet, ſhewing 
me to the Dey, extolled my voice, and aſſured him, 
that I played a ing Fr the guitarre. This was 

ſufficient to determine Solyman to chuſe me for his 
own ſervice : accordingly l was detained in his ſe- 
raglio, while the other captives were led into a pub- 
lic place, and fold according to cuſtom. What Me- 
hemet had. foretold to me in the veſſel, came to pals. 
My condition was extremely happy; far from 
being abandoned to jailers, or employed in labori- 
ous work, I was, by order of Solyman, diſpoſed of 
in a particular place, with five or ſix ſlaves of qua- 
lity, who expected every moment to be redeemed, 
and whoſe taſks were far from being diſagreeable. 
My buſineſs was ta water the orange-trees and flow- 
ers in the garden, and I could not have been favour- 
ed with a more agreeable occupation. 2 


* Algiers is & City on the coaſt of Barbary, inhabited by 
the Moors, who are at perpetual war with the Spaniards, and 
under the protection of the Turk, SOAPS Fond 2 
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Solyman was a man about forty years of age, 


well made, 7 and, for a Turk, very gallant, 
His greateſt favourite was a Cachemirian “ wo- 
man, who, by her underſtanding and beauty, had 
acquired an abſolute dominion over him. Ile lov- 
ed her even to adoration, and entertained her every 
day with ſome kind of diverſion; ſometimes with a 
concert of vocal and inſtrumental muſick, and 
ſometimes with a comedy in the Turkiſh manner 
that is to ſay, a dramatick poem, in which modeſty 
and decorum were as Jittle regarded as the rules 
of Ariſtotle. The favourite, whoſe name was Far- 
rukhnaz, was paſſionately fond of theſe diverſions, 
and even made her women ſometimes repreſent 
Arabian pieces before the Dey; wherein ſhe herſelf 
played a part, and charmed all the ſpectators by 
the grace and vivacity of her action. Being one 
day, among the muſicians, at a repreſentation of 
this kind, Solyman ordered me to play upon the 
guitarre, and ſing alone between the acts. I had 
the happineſs to pleaſe, was very much, applauded, 
and the favourite ſeemed to look upon me with a 
favourable eye. 

The very next day, while I was watering the 
orange- trees in the garden, an eunuch paſſing by 
me, without ſtopping or ſpeaking a word, dropt a 
billet at my feet: F took it up in a confulion 
made up of fear and pleature,—I lay down u 
on the ground, that I might not be ſeen trom t 
windows of the ſeraglio; and concealing myſelf 
behind the boxes in which the orange-trees were 
planted,” opened the letter, in which I found a dia- 
mond of conſiderable value, and theſe words in 


good Caſtilian J 


* Cachemire, is a country under the dominion of the Great 
Mogul, called the Indian Paradiſe ; remarkable ſor the beauty 


* 


dad wit of its women. 


« Young 
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« V7 OUNG Chriſtian, thank heaven for thy cap. 
6 tivity, —Love and fortune will render thee 
% happy: love, if thou art ſenſible to the charms 
« of a beautiful woman; and fortune, if thou halt 
courage to deſpiſe the greateſt dangers.” 


J did not entertain a moment's doubt that the 
letter came from the favourite Sultana : the ſtile 
and diamond perſuaded me, that ſhe muſt have 
been the author, Not being naturally very timo- 
rous, the yanity of being in the good graces of a 
Grand Signior's miſtreſs, together with the hope 
of getting from her four times as much money as 
would be neceſſary for my ranſom, made me 
form the deſign of atchieving that adventure, what- 
ever dangers might- attend it. I, continued my 
work, muſing upon the means of entering the 
apartment of Farruklnaz, or rather expecting that 
ſhe would pave the way; for I concluded that 
ſhe would not ſtop there, but at leaſt be 
at more than halt the trouble, I was not 
miſtaken : the ſame cunuch that paſſed me be- 
fore, repaſſed an hour after, and faid, “ Chriſti- 
an, haſt thou conſidered ;z and wilt thou have the 
% courage to follow me?“ -I anſwered, “ Yes.” 
He replied, © Very well: may heaven preſerve thee, 
« — Thou ſhalt ſee me again to-morrow morning.“ 
So ſaying, he retired. —The next day he appeared 
accordingly, about eight o'clock in the morning, 
and beckoned me to lum. I obeyed the ſignal, and 
he conducted me into a hall, where there was a 
large piece of linen, which he and another eunuch 
had brought thither, and which they were to carry 
to the Sultana, for the decoration of an Arabian 
piece, that ſhe was preparing for the entertainment 

of the Dey. 
The two eunuchs, having ſpread out the cloth, 
laid me within it, and, at tlic = of my being 
lut- 
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ſuffocated, rolled it up again with me in the mid- 
dle: then, each taking one end of «it, carried me 
thus, anqueſtioned, into the bed- chamber of the 
fair Cachemirian, who had nobody with her but an 
old ſlave, devoted to her pleaſure. When the two 
eunuchs unrolled the cloth, Farrukhnaz, at the light 
of me, broke torth into tranſports of joy, that well 
diſplayed the genius of women in that country, — 
Bold as I naturally was, I could not ſee myſelf 
thus ſuddenly tranſported into the ſecret apartment 
of the women, without being ſeized with tear. The 
lady eaſily perceived it, and in order to diſſipate my 
apprehenſion, © Young man, ſaid ſhe, fear nothing: 
« Solyman is gone to his country houſe, where he 
« will remain all day; ſo that we may freely con- 
e verſe together.“ 

Encouraged by theſe words, I aſſumed a look 
that redoubled the favourite's joy. © I am pleaſed 
« with your perſon, ſaid the, and intend to ſoften 
the rigour of your ſlavery : I believe you worthy 
e of the ſentiments I have conceived for you; for 
though in the habit of a ſlave, you have a noble 
and gallant air, that ſhews you are not one of the 
„ vulgar, Speak freely, and inform me who you are. 
I am ſenſible that captives of a noble birth diſguiſe 
their rank, that they may be redeemed at an caſier 
i rate; but you have no occaſion to behave in that 
“ manner with me: I ſhould even be offended at 
« ſuch a precaution, ſince I promiſe to ſet you at 
liberty. Be ingenuous therefore, and confeſs 
* that you are a young man of a good family,” 
* Indeed, madam, rephed 1, it would be ingrati- 
« tude in me to repay your generoſity with diſſi- 
mulation ; and fince you abſolutely charge me 
to reveal my quality, you mult be fatisfied, 
I am the ſon of a grandee of _ [ 
ſpoke the truth: at leaſt the Sultana believed it; 
and, pleaſed that ſhe had thrown her cyes 2 4 
gentle- 
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gentleman of importance, aſſured me that it ſhould 
not be her fault, if we did not often ſee each other 
in private, We had a pretty long converſation, 
and | never ſaw a more engaging woman: ſhe un- 
derſtood ſeveral languages, eſpecially the Caſtilian, 
which ſhe ſpoke pretty fluently. When ſhe judged 
it time for us to ſeparate, I went, by her order, into 
an ozier baſket, covered with a flowered ilk, the 
work of her own hand. The two ſlaves, who 
brought me in, were then called, and carried me out 
as a preſent from the tavourite to the Dey : a thing 
ſacred from all the men who are intruſted with the 
ee | 

Farrukhnaz and I found other means of ſeeing 
each other; and that amiable captive inſpired me 
with almoſt as much love for her, as ſhe had tor 
me. Our intelligence remained ſecret about two 
months; though it is very difficult in a ſeraglio, to 
Eonceal the myſteries of love ſo long from the Ar- 
gus's that watch it. An unlucky accident diſcon- 
certed our ſmall affairs, and my fortune was 
intirely changed. One day, when I had been in- 
troduced to the Sultana in the body of an artificial 
dragon, that had been made for a ſhow, and was 
converſing with her, Solyman, who,' I ſuppoſed, 
was buſy in the country, interrupted us, and entered 
fo haſtily into the apartment of his favourite, that 
the old ſlave had hardly time to advertiſe us of his 
arrival; conſequently, I had no leifure to conceal 
my ſelf, and therefore was the firſt object that pre- 
ſented itſelf to the view of the Dey. 

He ſeemed aſtoniſhed to behold me; and his eyes 
kindled with fury. I looked upon myſelf as one 
that was approaching to his laſt moment, and 
already imagined myſelf under the torture. As 
for Farrukhnaz, I perceived that the indeed was ter- 
ried ; bur, inſtead of confeſſing her crime and 
aſking pardon, ſhe ſaid to Solyman, ** Signior, 

4 & bctore 


© hefore you pronounce my ſentence, deign to 
* hearken to my defence: appearances, doubtleſs, 
* condemn me, and I ſeem to have committed a 
« piece of treaſon worthy of the moſt horrible chaſ- 
« tilement, I have brought this young captive 
* hither, and, in order to introduce him into my 
& apartment, have employed the fame artifice which 
& ] would have done, if I had entertained a vio- 
“ lent paſſion for him. Nevertheleſs, I call our 
© holy prophet to witneſs, that notwithſtanding 
this conduct, T am not unfaithful, intended 
4 to converſe with this chriſtian itave, in order to 
« detach him from his fect, and engage him to 
„follow that of the belicvers. I have found in 
« him ſuch a reſiſtance as I expected; but, however, 
* I have conquered his prejudice, and he has pro- 
« miſed to embrace Mahometanilm.” 

I own, I ought to have contradicted the favou- 
rite, without any regard to the dangerous ſituation 
in which I was : but being in the utmoſt dejection 
of ſpirit, affected with the danger in which 1 ſaw a 
woman whom I eſteemed, and trembling tor myſelf, 
I remained ſpeechleſs and confuſed : 1 could not 
utter a ſingle word, and the Dey, perſuaded by my 
ſilence that his miſtreſs had advanced nothing but 
the truth, was appeaſcd. Madam, ſaid he, 1 am 
é willing to beheve that you have not injured me, 
and that a deſire of doing a thing agreeable to 
de the prophet, has engaged you to hazard ſuch a 
delicate action. I torgive your imprudence, 
* therefore, on condition that this captive takes 
the turban immediately.” He ſent inſtantly tor 
a Marabou,* I was cloathed in a Turkiſh habit, and 
did all that was required, without having power to 
reſiſt. Or rather, 1 knew not what | did, my ſen- 


* Marabous are Mahometan prieſts, 
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ies were ſo much diſordered. How many chriſ- 
tians are there, who would have been as baſe as I 
was. on a ſimilar occaſion | 

After the ceremony, 1 quitted the ſeraglio, under 
the name of Sidy Hali, to exerciſe a ſmall employ- 
ment beſtowed upon me by Solyman. I never ſaw 
the Sultana again; but one of her eunuchs coming 
to me one day, brought from her a preſent of jewels 
worth two thouſand ſultanins of gold, with a 
billet, in which the lady aſſured me that ſhe would 
never forget my generous complaiſance, in ſuffering 
myſelf to be made a Mahometan in order to pre- 
ſerve her life. And beſides the preſents I received 
from Farrukhnaz, I obtained through her intereſt, 
an employment more conſiderable than the firſt, 
and in leſs than ſeven years became one of the richeſt 
renegadoes in the city of Algiers. 

You may ſuppoſe, that if I aſſiſted at the pray- 
ers which 1 muſſulmen put up in their moſques, 
and fulfilled the other duties of their religion, it was 
purely out of grimace. I preſerved a determin- 
ed reſolution to re- enter into the boſom of the 
church; and for that purpoſe, to withdraw one 
day into Spain or Italy, with the riches which | 
ſhould amaſs. In the mean time I lived very agree- 
ably in a noble houſe, had ſuperb gardens, 
a great number of ſlaves, and very handſome wo- 
men in my ſeraglio. Though the uſe of wine is 
forbid in that country to Mahometans, very few af 

them have any averſion to drinking it in private. 
For my own part, I drank it without ceremony, as 
almoſt all renegadoes do. I remember I had two 
companions with whom I often committed a de- 
bauch, and paſſed the night. One was a Jew, 
the other an Arabian, and both, as I imagined, ho- 
neſt fellows : fo. that l lived with them in the great - 
eſt familiarity. One evening, I invited them to 
ſupper, and a dog, of which I was — 
. : p "S. fon on 
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ford, having died that day, we bathed his body, 
and buried it with all the ceremony that is obſerv- 
ed at the funerals of the Mahometans. In fo doing, 
we had no intention to ridicule the muſſulman 
religion; but only to amuſe ourſelves, and grati- 

a fooliſh whim that ſeized us in the middle of 
- debauch, to render the laſt duties to my 
This action however almoſt effected my ruin. 
The next day, a man came to my houſe, and ſaid, 
& Signior Sidy Hali, I am come hither on an im- 
* portant affair. The Cady “ deſires to ſpeak with 
& you take the trouble if you pleaſe, to go imme 
« diately to his houſe : an Arabian merchant, who 
« {upped with you laſt night, has informed him of 
&« a certain impiety committed by you, with regard 
eto a dog which you buried: I therefore ſummon 
&« you to appear this day before that magiſtrate, 
„ otherwiſe I give you notice that you will be pro- 
« ceeded againſt as a criminal.” So ſaying, he 
went away, leaving me thunder-ſtruck with this 
citation. The Arabian had no reaſon to complain 
of me, and I could not comprehend the traitor's 
reaſon for playing me this trick. Nevertheleſs, the 
buſineſs was not to be neglected. I knew the Cady 
was a man ſevere in appearance, but not at all ſcru- 
pulous at bottom: ſo 1 put two hundred ſultanins 
of gold in my purſe, and repaired to his houſe. He 
carried me into his cloſet, and ſaid, with a ſtern 
countenance. * You are an impious, ſacrilegious, 
&* and abominable man: you have interred a dog 
4% like a muſſulman : what horrid profanation ! Is 
* it thus then you regard our moſt ſacred ceremo- 
* nies ? and did you become a Mahometan, only to 
* make a jeſt of our religion ?? „Mr. Cady,” re- 
plied I, © the Arabian who has made ſuch a ma- 


The civil magiſtrate in every town in Turkey. 
.\gF 2 licious 


| number, and the reſt were expoſed to ſale: I arri- 


408 The ADVENTURES of 


* licious report of me, that deceitful friend, is ar: 
* accomplice of my crime, if it be a crime to grant 
the honours of burial to a faithful domeſtic---an 
animal that poſſeſſed a thouſand good | 
* He loved people of merit and diſtinction lo much; 
* thateven in his laſt moments, as a teſtimony of 
« his friendſhip, he has left them his whole fortune 
&« by a will, of which I am the ſole executor, He 
e bequeaths twenty crowns to one, thirty to ano- 
„ther, and, Sir, he has not forgot you, (added I, 
* taking out my purſe) here are two hundred ſulta- 
* nins of gold, which he has bequeathed you.“ 
The Cady loſing his gravity at this diſcourſe, could 
not help laughing, and as we were alone, took the 


| purſe without any ceremony, ſaying, while he diſ- 


miſſed me, © Go, Sigmor Sidi Hali, you have done 
well, to inter with funeral pomp and honour, a 
* dog who had ſo much conſideration for perſons 
* of merit.“ . | 

Thus I extricated myſelf out of this affair, which, 
if it did not make me wiſer, rendered me at leaſt 


more circumſpect for the future. I no longer drank 


with the Arabian, nor even with the Jew; but 
choſe for a companion at my cups, a young gentle- 
man of Leghorn called Azarini, who was my own 
ſlave. I was not like the reſt of the renegadoes, 
who are more cruel to Chriſtian ſlaves than the 
Turks themſelves ; all my captives waited very pa- 


tiently for their redemption ; and I treated them 


with ſo much humanity, that they ſometimes 
told me, they were more afraid of changing their 
maſter than deſirous of liberty, whatever charms it 
may have for people in a ſtate of bondage. 

The dey's veſſels one day returned with conſider- 
able prizes, bringing in upwards of an hundred 


flaves of both ſexes, whom they had taken on the 


coaſts of Spain. Solyman kept but a very ſmall. 
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ved in the market-place, and bought a Spaniſh girł 
about tenor twelve years old, who wept bitterly and 
ſeemed in deſpair. I was ſurprized to ſee one of 
her age ſo ſenſible of her misfortunes ; and intreated 
her, in Caſtilian, to moderate her affliction, aſſuring, 
her that ſhe had fallen into the hands of a maſter 
who did not want humanity, though he wore a tur- 
ban. The young creature, whoſe mind was ſtill 
engroſſed by her ſorrow, did not attend to what I 
- faid : ſhe could only fob, lament her fate, and from 
time to time, cry with a piteous accent, O m 
e mother! why are we ſeparated ? ] ſhould have 
e patience were we together.” In pronouncing theſe 
words ſhe turned her eyes towards a woman be- 
tween forty and fifty years of age, who ſtood a few 
paces from her, and with a downcaſt look, waited 
in ſullen ſilence, till ſomebody ſhould purchaſe her- 
I aſked the young girl, if the perſon the looked at 
was her mother. © Yes, alas! Signior,” replied 
ſhe, © for heaven's ſake do not part us.” * Well, 
my child,” ſaid I, © if it is neceſſary for your 
e conſolation, that you ſhould be together, you 
c thall preſently be ſatisfied.” At the ſame time, E 
approached the mother in order to bid for her; but 
I no ſooner beheld her face, than I recollected with 
all the emotion you can imagine, the features, 
the individual countenance ot Lucinda! Juſt 
heaven!“ ſaid I to myſelf. © *tis my own mother! 
« *tis doubtleſs ſhe herſelf!” As for her, whether 
the deep affliction occaſioned by her misfortunes, 
made all the objects that ſurrounded her, appear to 
her as enemies; or that my dreſs diſguiſed me; or 
rather that I was much altered in the ſpace of twelve 
years, during which ſhe had not ſeen me, I know 
not, but ſhe did not at all remember me. 

Having purchaſed. her alſo I carried them both to 
my houſe, where, intending to give them the plea- 
ſure of knowing who I was, Madam,” ſaid I to 

Lu- 
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Lucinda, © is it poſſible that my features do not 
* ſtrike you? Have my whiſkers and turban fo 
much diſguiſed me, that you do not know your 
« {on Raphael ' My mother, ſtarting at theſe 
words, confidered my countenance, recollected 


me, and we embraced each other with great tender- 


neſs; I then embraced her daughter, who was, per- 
haps as ignorant of having a brother, as I of having 
a lter. % Acknowledge,” ſaid I to my mother, 
ic that in all your theatrical pieces, you have not a 
<« recognition ſo original as this!“ My fon,” an- 
ſwered ſhe, fighing, © I was at firſt rejoiced to ſee 
« you again, but now my joy is converted into 
& grief! Alas, in what a ſituation do I find you!“ 
“ My flavery gives me a thouſand times leſs con- 
4 cern, than that odious dreſs.” „In good faith! 
% madam,” faid I, (interrupting her with a laugh) 
« ] admire your delicacy, which to be ſure is very 
« commendable in an actreſs : on my life! mother, 
« you mult be extremely altered, if my metamor- 
&« phoſis fo much offends; inſtead of finding fault 
« with my turban, conſider me rather as an actor 
„ who plays the part of a Turk upon the ſtage : 
« though I am a renegado, I am no more a muſſul- 
„ man now, than when, I was in Spain; and at 
« the bottom, 1 feel myſelt til] attached to my re- 
4e ligion: when you are made acquainted with the 
ce adventures that have happened to me in this 
© country, you will excuſe my conduct. Love was 


% my crime; and I ſacrifice to that deity : I am 


« ſomewhatof your diſpoſition, I aſſure you. There is 
« ſtill another reaſon,” added I, © which ought to 
moderate your diſpleaſure in ſeeing me thus ſitua- 
„ ted. You expected to ſuffer in Algiers a ri- 


gorous captivity; and you find in your maſter 


« a fon, who is tender, reſpectful and rich enough 
* to maintain you here in abundance, till we can 
* lay hold of an occaſion of returning certainly into 
Lo * Spain, 
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Spain. So that you muſt allow that proverb ta 
ebe true, which ſays, It is an ill wind that 
* blows nobody good.“ A 

Son,“ replied Lucinda, “ ſince you intend to 
ce return one day into your own country, and there 
6e abjure the religion of Mahomet, I am comforted. 
« Thank heaven,” continued ſhe, that I ſhall be 
e able to carry back your ſiſter Beatrice, ſafe and 
« ſound, into Caſtile.” ** Yes, madam,” ſaid I, 
« you ſhall have it in your power : we will all 
e three go together as ſoon as poſſible, and rejoin 
« the reſt of our family; for I ſuppoſe you have 
« more marks of your fruitfulneſs in Spain.“ 
$ No, ſaid my mother, I have no other children than 
e you two, and give me leave to inform you that 
A — is the fruit of lawful wedlock. . — Why,“ 
reſumed I, * did you give my little ſiſter that ad- 
vantage over me? How could you reſolve ta 
« marry? I have heard you ſay an hundred times, 
« during my childhood, that you could not forgive 
an handſome woman for Ane an huſband. 
« Every ſeaſon has it reaſon, my ſon,“ replied ſhe, 
emen of the firmeſt reſolution are apt to change; and 
*« would you expect a woman to be more con- 
te ſtant ! I will,“ added ſhe, © recount my hiſtory 
« after you left Madrid.” She then made the fol- 
lowing narration, which I ſhall never forget, and 
as it is curious I will favour you with it. 

*+ You may remember,” ſaid my mother, © that 
you quitted young Leganez about thirty years 
ago: at that time the duke of Medina Celi told 
me that he would come and ſup with me in pri- 
vate one evening : he appointed the day, when 
I waited for that nobleman, who came accord- 
ingly, and I had the good fortune to pleaſe him, 
He demanded the ſacrifice of all the rivals he 
might have: I granted his requeſt, in hopes of 
peing well paid for my condeſcenſion: and my 
| 1 hopes 


40$ The ADVENTURES of | 
Hopes were not diſappointed : for, the very next 
day, I received from him ſome confiderabl- 
2 which were followed by many more, 
during the courſe of our correſpondence. I. was 
afraid thatTfhould not be able to detain, a man of 
fuch high ratik long in my fetters, and this I dread- 
eck the more; becauſe 1 knew he had eſcaped from 
celebrated beauties, whoſe chains he had broke 
almoſt as ſoon as he had bore them. Yet, far from 
being every day leſs and lefs pleaſed. with my fa- 
yours, his raptures ſeemed rather to increale : in 
mort, I had the art to amuſe him, and to pre- 
vent his heart, naturally inconſtant, from giving 
way to its uſual levity.” bb 

* "He had been attached to me already three 
months, and I had reaſon to flaiter myſelf, that 
his paſſion would be of long duration; when ] 
accompanied one of my ſhe ſriends to an aſſem- 
bly, where he happened to be with His dutcheſs, 
in order to hear a concert of vocal and inſtru- 
mental muſic. We happened to place ourſelves 
pretty near the dutcheſs, who choſe to take it 
-amiſs, that I ſhould preſume to appear in a place 
Where ſhe was, and ſent a meſſage to me, by one of 
her women, defiring that I would, immediately 
withdraw. I returned an infolent anſwer, which ſo 
greatly incenſed the dutcheſs, that ſhe complained 
of it to her huſband, who came to me in perſon and 
ſaid, © Retire, Lucinda; though noblemen of my 
'* rank attach themſelves to ſuch inſignificant crea- 
'** tures as you, they muſt not forget themſelves al- 
together; if we love you more than our wives, 
* we honour our wives more than you; and as of- 
** ten as you have the inſolence to put yourſelves in 
competition with them, you will always have 
the mortification to be treated with indig- 
6* nity.” | 
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Luckily for me, the duke ſpoke this in a tons 
of voice ſo low, that he could not be ovetheard by 
the people around us. I withdtew, covered with 
ſhame, and wept with vexation, for-the affront I had 
received. To crown my confuſion, the actors and 
actreſſes got intelligence of the adventure that very 
evening: one would imagine theſe people enter- 
tain a demon, who delights in reporting to one 
whatever happens to another. If an actor, for ex- 
ample, is guilty of ſome extravagant action in a 
debauch, or an actreſs enters into articles with a 
rich gallant, the whole company is immediately in- 
formed of the circumſtance. All my aſſociates, 
therefore, knew what happened at the-concert, and 
heaven knows how they rejoiced at my expence. A 
ſpirit of charity, which reigns among them, uſual. 
ly manifeſts itſelf on theſe occaſions. I put myſelf, 
however, above their calumny, and conſoled my- 
ſelf for the loſs of the duke de Medina Celi; fr 
he viſited me no more, and I was informed a few 
days after, that a Carthuſian nun, had made a cons 
queſt of him. | 
When a lady belonging to the theatre has the 
good fortune to be in vogue, ſhe never wants lovers; 
and the paſſion of a grandee, though it does not 
laſt above three days, greatly enhances her price, 
T found myſelf beſieged with adorers, as ſoon as it 
was generally known in Madrid that the duke had 
forſyken me. Thoſe rivals whom I had ſacrificed 
to him, more captivated by my charms than ever, 
returned in-crowds, as candidates for my favour; 
F received homage from a thouſand other hearts, 
and was never ſo much in faſhion before. Among 
all thoſe who courted my graces, a fat German, gen- 
tleman to the duke d' Oſſuna, ſeemed the molt preſ- 
fing. He had not a very amiabl- perſon, but he 
attracted my attention by a thouſand piſtoles, which 
he had amaſſed in the ſervice of his maſter, and 
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which he ſquandered away, in order to be deemed 
worthy of being in the liſt of my happy gallants. 
As long as this worthy adnurer, ——5 name was 
Brutandorf, had plenty of money to ſpend, I gave 
him a favourable reception; but when he was; 
ruined, he found my doors always ſhut againſt him. 
This proceeding of mine diſpleaſed him, and he 
came to ſearch for me at the theatre, during the 
performance of the play. He found me behind 
the ſcenes, and began to reproach. me for my in- 
gratitude ; I laughed in his face, at which he was 
greatly enraged, and gave me a box an the ear, like 
a blunt German as he was: I ſhrieked aloud, inter- 
rupted the repreſentation, appeared 2 the ; 
and addreſſing myſelf to the duke d'Ofſuna, who 
was preſent with the dutcheſs his lady, demanded 
juſtice for the Germanic behaviour of his gentle- 
man. The duke ordered us to proceed with the 
lay, and ſaid he would hear the parties when we 
had finiſhed the piece. As ſoon as it was over, I 
preſented myſelf in great emotion, before the 
duke, and ſignified my grievance in a pathetic man- 
ner: as for the German, he employed but few 
words in his defence; he ſaid, that far from re» 
«« penting of what he had done, he would do it 
&« again. on the ſame provocation.” Both parties 
being heard, the duke of Oſſuna ſaid to my adver- 
ſary, © Brutandorf, I diſmiſs 2 my ſervice; 
« Jet me never behold your face again: not that I 
<« regard your having ſtruck an actreſs, but I am 
<« offended at your want of reſpect to your maſter 
« and miſtreſs, by preſuming to diſturb the enter- 
ce tainment in their preſence.” 
This determination I could not eaſily digeſt : 
I was extremely mortified, becauſe the German had 
not been turned away on account of his inſolence 
to me: I imagined that ſuch an affront put upon 
an actreſs, ought to have been as ſeverely puniſhed 
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as petty treaſon, and I fully expected to have 
ſeen the gentleman undergo ſome terrible infliction, 
This diſagreeable event undeceived me, and con- 
vinced me, that the world always makes a diſtinc- 
tion between the players and the characters they 
repreſent. | I was therefore diſguſted with the ſtage, 
which I reſolved to -abandon, and retire to ſome ' 
diſtance from Madrid. I accordingly made choice 
of the city of Valencia for the place of my retreat, 
and thither I repaired incognito, with the value of 
twenty thouſand ducats, in caſh and jewels ; a for- 
tune, as I thought, ſufficient to maintain me during 
the remainder of my days; fince I deſigned to live 
a very retired life. I took a ſmall houſe at Valen- 
cia, and had no other domeſtics than a maid-ſervant 
and a page, to whom [I was as little known as to 
the whole city. I pretended to be the widow of an 
officer of the king's houſhold ; and ſaid, I came to 
ſettle at Valencia, becauſe it had the reputation of 
being one of the moſt agreeable places in Spain. I 
ſaw but very little company, and obſerved ſuch a a 
regular conduct, that I was never ſuſpected of hav- 
ing been an actreſs. In ſpite of my care, however, 
to keep myſelf concealed, I attracted the notice of 
a gentleman who had a country-houſe near Paterna. 
He was a very genteel cavalier, between thirty-five 
and forty years of age, but withal a nobleman con- 
ſiderably in debt; which is no uncommon thing in 
the kingdom of Valencia, any more than in other 
This fgnior Hidalgo *, find agree- 
This ſignior Hi , finding my perſon 
able to — wanted To know if i a his 
ſe in other reſpects: for this end, he un- 
coupled his ſpies to make diſcoveries, and had 
the pleaſure to learn from their report, that, ex- 


„ Hidal „(in Spaniſh) fignifies a gentleman, who is ſome- 
bady's 1 coarradidiagion to thoſe who are the ſons of 
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cluſive of ſome ſhare of beauty, I was a widow of 
good fortune. He looked upon me as a ſuitable 
match, and in a ſhort time an honeſt old gentlewo- 
man came to my houſe, and told me, from him, 
that being equally charmed with my beauty and 
virtue, he made a tender of his heart, and was rea- 
dy to conduct me to the altar, if I would favour 
him with my hand. I aſked three days to deliberate 
upon his propoſal, and inform myſelf of his cha- 
racter ; which was ſo engaging, that, though I was 
not ignorant of his ſituation, I readily determined 
to marry him in a ſhort time after. 
Don Manuel de Xercia (ſo was my huſband cal- 
led) carried me immediately to his caſtle, that had 
a very antique air, of which he was not a little vain. 
He pretended that one of his anceſtors had cauſed 
it to be built; and from thence concluded, that 
there was not a more antient houſe in Spain than 
that of Xercia. But this title of nobility, fair as it 
was, had like to have been deſtroyed by time; for 
the caſtle, Which they were obliged to prop up in 
ſeveral parts, threatened immediate ruin. How 
happy, therefore, was Don Manuel in marrying 
me |. more than half my money was immediately 
employed in reparations; and the reſt ſerved to 
put us ing a condition of making a figure in the 
country. Behold me then (to uſe the expreſſion) 
in a new world, changed into the nymph of a caſtle, 
and lady of a pariſh Mhat ametamorphoſis l and 
J was too good an ackfeſs, not to ſupport, with dig - 
nity, the ſplendor with WHieh I was inveſted by 
my rank. I aſſumed lofty theatrical airs, which 
made the village conceive an bigh idea of my 
birth. How would they have laughed at my ex- 
pence, had they known the real trutk of the mat - 
ter! the nobility in the neighbourhood would have 
beſtowed upon me a thouſand taunts, and the 555 
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I had lived happily almoſt fix years with Don 
Mandel, when he departed this life, leaving my af. 
fairs in great perplexity, with your fifter Beatrice, 
then entering her fifth year. The caſtle which was 
all' the eſtate we had, was unluckily mortgaged to 
| ſeveral- creditors, the chief of whom was one Ber- 
nard Aſtuto *,- whote name ſeemed well adapted to 
his character; he practiſed at Valencia the buſineſs 
of an attorney, which he exerciſed with conſummate 
ſkill; having ſtudicd the law in order to qualify 
himſelf for cheating with the greater dexterity. 
What & terrible creditor he was A caſtle in the 
claws of ſuch an attorney, is like a pigeon in the ta- 
lens of a kite. Accordingly, Signior Aſtuto, as 
ſoon as he had been informed ot the death of my 
huſband, did not fail to beſiege the caſtle, which 
he would certainly have blown up, by the mines 
that chicanery began to prepare, had not my good 
genius interpoſed. and ſo ordered it, that my be- 


ſeger ſhould become my ſlave. 1 had the good 


fortune to captivate him, during an interview we 
had on the ſubject of the law - ſuit. I ſpared nothing, 
I. confeſs, to inſpire him with a paſſion for me: 
the deſire of ſaving my little eſtate made me prac- 
tiſe upon him all thoſe languiſhing airs which had 
often ſo well ſucceeded. Notwithſtanding all my 
art, I was afraid of being baffled by the attorney, 
who was ſo ingulphed in buſineſs, that he did not 
ſeem (ufeeptible-os an amorous impreſſion, Ne- 
vertheleſs, this ſullen, auk ward ſcrawler, took more 
aſute in looking at me, than I imagined, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, I am a ſtranger to making 
„ love: I have always applied ſo cloſely to my pro- 
te feſnon, as to neglect the methods and cuſtoms 
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« of try: but, however, I am not ignorant 
«© of the eſſential part; and, therefore, to come to 
the point,” I aflure you, that if you will give me 
4% your hand, we will cancel the whole proceedings 
« I will to bubble the other creditors who 
join in the ſuit againſt you: you ſhall enjoy the 
* annual rent, and your daughter ſhall inherit the 
property of the land.” My own intereſt, and 
that of Beatrice, did not permit me to heſitate : I 
accepted the propoſal, and the attorney performed 
his promiſe. He turned his weapons againſt the reſt 
of the creditors, and ſecured me in the poſſeſſion of 
my caſtle z and this, perhaps, was the firſt time of 
his baving - befriended the widow and the or- 
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pg became, therefore, an attorney's wife, without 
ceaſing to be lady of the pariſh. But this new mar- 
riage loſt me the eſteem of the gentry in Valencia. 
The women of faſhion looked upon me as one who 
had degenerated, and therefore would no longer vi- 
ſit me; ſo that I was obliged to confine myſelf to 
an acquaintance among citizens: a circumſtance that 
gave me fome uneaſineſs at firſt; having been for 
ſix years accuſtomed to correſpond with none but 
ladies of diſtinction: but I preſently conſoled my- 
ſelf, and became acquainted with the wives of a 
ſcrivener and two attornies, whoſe characters were 
diverting enough; there was ſomething ridiculous in 
their behaviour, that entertained me highly. Theſe 
ſmall gentry imagined themſelves ladies of ſome 
conſideration. © Alas !” ſaid I ſometimes to myſelf, 
(when I ſaw them forget themſelves) ** this is the 
<« way of the world: every ane thinks herſelf better 
than ber neighbour. 1 ſuppoſed that adreſſes | 
«« were. the only people who did not know them- 
« ſelves; but I find that citizens wives are equally ' 
< ridiculous. By way of puniſhment, I wiſh they 
« were obliged to keep in their hauſes the * 
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« of their grandfathers: on my life, they would 
not place them in the beſt apartment.” | 
After having been married four years, Signior 
Bernardo Aſtuto became ſick, and died without 
children; ſo that, with what he had ſettled upon 
me at our marriage, and the money I was left in 
ſſeſſion of, I found myſelf a rich widow, and 
d the reputation of being ſo. On this report, a 
Sicilian gentleman, named CBlifichini, reſolved to 
attach himſelf to me, in order to eſpouſe or ruin 
me, for he left me the choice. He had come from 
Palermo to ſee Spain, and after having ſatisfied his 
curioſity, waited, as he ſaid, at Valencia, for an 
opportunity of returning into Sicily, This gentle- 
man was not more than five and twenty years of age; 
of a genteel figure. though ſmall ; in ſhorty I liked 
his appearance. He found means to ſpeak with 
me in private, and I will ingenuouſly own, that I 
became fooliſhly fond of him, in our firſt inter- 
view. On the other hand, the little ſeemed 
quite captivated by my charms; and I believe 
(God forgive me) we ſhould have been married im+ 
mediately, had the attorney's death, which was (tilt 
recent, permitted me to contract a new engage- 
ment ſo. ſoon : but ever ſince I had fallen into the 
taſte of matrimony, | maintained the punctilios of 
decorum. | 
We agreed, therefore, to defer our marnage for 
ſome time on the ſcore of decency : in the mean 
time, Colifichini continued his addreſſes, and his 
a far from abating, ſeemed daily to increaſe. 
he poor fellow was not very well provided with 
caſh ; I perceived it, and he no longer wanted mo- 
ney.: for, beſides that I was almoſt double his age, 
I remembered that I had laid the men under con- 
tribution in my youth, and I looked upon what L 
now gave as a reſtitution, that acquitted my con - 
ſcience. We waited as * as we poſſibly. 
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could, for the expiration of the time preſcribed by 
cuſtom, for women to remain in a ſtate of widow- 
hood; and when that hour arrived we went to the 
altar, where we mutually bound ourſelyes in the 
indiſſoluble ties of wedlock : we afterwards retired 
to my caſtle, where I may ſay. we lived two years, 
not ſo much like huſband: and wife, as two aftec- 
tionate lovers. But, alas! we were not deſtined to 
be long happy in each other, a fatal pleuriiy rob. 
bed me of my deareſt Colifichini. 

Here I interrupted my mother, crying, Flow ! 
9 madam, your third huſband dead too ! you muſt 
* certainly: be a very dangerous woman.” What 
« could I do, my fon?” — Lucinda; was 

„ jt in my power to ng the days that heaven 
had numbered? 1 The I — loſt three huſbands, it 
«*.was not my fault. Two of them I regretted 
« ſincerely : he for whom I had the leaſt regard 
« was the attorney; as I married him out of inte- 
«.reft, Lealily conſoled myſelf for his loſs. But,“ 
added ſhe, to return to Colifichini, I muſt in- 
« form you that a few months after his deceaſe, 
< having an inclination to fee with my own e — 
4A country-houſe, near Palermo, which he 
« aſſigned to me as a jointure, in our contract of 
marriage, I embarked with my daughter for Si- 
4 cily; but we were taken in our paſſage, by the 
« veſſels of the Dey of Algiers, and conducted in- 
<« to this city. Happily for us you chanced to be 
<« on the ſpot, where we were expoſed to fale, 

« otherwiſe we might have fallen into the hands of 
« ſome ſevere maſter, who would have cruelly beat 
« us, and under whom we might have paſſed our 
« whole life in ſlavery, without your Knowing any 
thing of the matter. 

Such was my mother's narration; after which, 
gentlemen, 1 gave her the beſt apartment in my 
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ſhould think proper; a permiſſion which ſhe highly 
reliſhed. She had contracted ſuch a habit of be- 
ing in love, from the repeated attacks of that paſ- 
ſion, that ſhe could not be ſatisfied without having 
either a huſband or a gallant. © At firſt ſhe caſt her 
eyes on {ome of my {laves ; but Haly Pegelin, a 
Greek renegado, who came frequently to the houſe, 
preſently engroſſed her attention. She conceived a 
more violent paſſion for him, than ever ſhe felt for 
Colifichini, and ſhe was fo complete a miſtreſs of 
the art of pleaſing, that ſhe found the ſecret of 
charming him allo. I winked at their proceedings, 
and thought of nothing then but my return into 
Spain. The dey having already permitted me to 
fit out a veſſel to cruize and commit piracy, I was 
buſied in making preparations ; and eight days 
before they were finiſhed, 1 ſaid to Lucinda, . Ma- 
„dam, we ſhall ipeedily depart from Algiers, and 
« Joſe fight of that city which you ſo much de- 
« telt.” | | 
My mother grew pale at theſe words, and re- 
mained ſpeechleſs. At which being greatly ſurpri- 
zed ; „What do | fee, Madam! taid I, what is 
« the meaning of that conſternation in your looks? 
% You ſeem to be afflicted, rather than rejoiced at 
te this intelligence] I expected that I ſhould have 
& made you happy with the news of every thing's 
being ready for our departure. Have you then 
e no longer any defire of returning into Spain?“ 
None at all fon, anſwered my mother; I have 
&« had ſo much affliction in that kindom, that I re- 
& nounce it for ever.“ What do J hear, cried I, 
*in a tranſport of grief; ah ! ſay rather that love 
e detaches you from it. Heavens! what a change 
« jg here] when you arrived in this city, every 
e object that preſented itſelf was o lious to your 
eyes: but Haly Pegelin has altered your diſpo- 
* firion.” ] cannot deny it, replied Lucinda; I 
Yor. I. 3 H love 
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* T love that renegade, whom I intend for my 
* fourth huſband,” © What an abandoned pro- 
« ject! age. 94s | with horror; would you 
* marry a muſſulman? you forget that you are a 
„ chriſtian, or rather that you never was one but 
„ in name. Ah! mother, conſider what you are 
% about! you have reſolved upon your own per- 
„ dition, by voluntarily embracing that which 1 
« was compelled to by neceſſity.“ 

I employed many other arguments to diſſuade her 
from her deſign ; but I harangued to no purpoſe : 
ſhe had framed her reſolution ; and not contented 
with following her own abominable inclination, and 
quitting me to live with that renegade, ſhe wanted 
to carry Beatrice along with her alſo : but this I 
oppoſed. Ah, wretched Lucinda! ſaid l, if no- 
&* thing can reſtrain you, at leaſt abandon yourſelf 
* only, to the fury that poſſeſſes your imagination 
% do not drag a young innocent creature to the 
0 precipice from whence you are haſtening to throw 
« yourſelf.” Lucinda retired without making any 
reply, and I imagined that a remaining ray of rea- 
ſon enlightened her, ang hindered her from being 
obſtinate in demanding her daughter. But how 
little was I acquainted with my mother] two days 
after, one of my ſlaves ſaid to me, Signior, take 
* care of yourſelf; one of Pegelin's captives has 
« imparted a thing to me, of which you cannot 
* take the advantage too ſoon. * Your mother has 
* altered her religion, and, to puniſh you, for hav- 
ing refuſed to let her carry off Beatrice, is reſolv- 
« ed to inform the Dey of your intended flight” 
I did not doubt one moment, that Lucinda was ca- 
pable of doing what my ſlave had mentioned: I had 
opportunities of ſtudying the lady, and perceived, 
that, by the habit of acting ſanguinary parts in tra- 
gedies, ſhe was ſo familiarized to guilt, that ſhe 
could have cauſed me to be burat alive; and, I be- 
heve, would have been no more affected weh my 
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death, than with the cataſtrophe of a dramatic per- 
formance. 

I was therefore determined not to neglect the 
advice of my ſlave, and haſtened my ba na Bo 
I hired Turks, according to the cuſtom of the 
corſairs of Algiers, when they go on a cruize ; but 
I hired no more than were neceſſary to keep me unſuſ- 
2 and ſet ſail as ſoon as poſſible, with all my 

aves, and my ſiſter Beatrice. Lou may reaſonably 
imagine that I did not forget to carry off, at the 
ſame time, all my jewels and money, which amount- 
ed to about ſix thouſand ducats. When we got to 
ſea, we began by ſecuring the Turks, whom we 
eaſily chained, becauſe my ſlaves were more nu- 
' merous than they: and we had ſuch a favourable 
wind, that in a ſhort time we made the coaſt of Ita- 
ly, and arrived in the harbour of Leghorn ; where, 
I believe, the whole city crowded to ſee us come 
aſhore. The father of my flave Azarini being 
among the ſpectators, by accident or curioſity, fur- 
veyed all the captives with great attention, as they 
diſembarked; but though he ſought among them 
the features of his ſon, he little expected to ſee him 
again, When they recollected each other, what 
tranſports and embraces were the conſequence of 
their meeting | 

As ſoon as Azarini had acquainted his father who 
I was, and what brought me to Leghorn, the old 
man obliged me and Beatrice to lodge at his houſe, 
I ſhall pals over in filence the detail of a thouſand 
things that I was obliged to perform, in being re- 
admitted into the boſom of the church; and only 
obſerve, that I abjured Mahometiſm much more 
earneſtly than I had embraced it. After having 
entirely purged myſelf of the gall of Algiers, 1 
ſold my veſſel, and ſet all my ſlaves at liberty; as 
for the Turks, they were detained in priſon at Leg- 
horn, in order to be exchanged for Chriſtians, [ 
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received the moſt generous treatment from borh the 
Azarinis, the younger of whom married my ſiſter 
Beatrice, who was indeed no inconſiderable match 
for him, being a gentleman's daughter, and heireſs 
of the caſtle of Xercia, which my mother had ta- 
ken care to farm out to a rich peaſant of Paterna, 
when ſhe reſolved upon her paſſage into Sicily. 
After remaining ſome time at Leghorn, I ſet out 
for Florence, which I had an inclination to fee ; and 
whither I did not go without letters of recommen- 
dation. Azarini, the father, had friends at the court 


of the grand duke, to whom he introduced me as a 


Spantth gentleman to whom he was allied; | pre- 
fixed the Don to my name, imitating in that a grear 
many Spaniſh plebeians, who, when they are out of 
their own country, aſſume that title of honour with- 
out ceremony. I therefore boldly called myſelf 
Don Raphael ; and as I had brought from Algiers 
a ſufficiency to ſupport my dignity, appeared at 
court in a very ſplended manner. The gentleman 
to whom the elder Azarini had wrote in my favour, 
gave out that I was a perſon of quality, fo that his 
teſtimony, together with the airs I aſſumed, made 
me eaſily paſs for a man of importance. I ſoon got 
acquainted with noblemen of the -firſt rank, who 
preſented me to the grand duke, whom I had the 
good fortune to pleaſe : upon which, I bent my 
whole endeavour to make my court to that prince, 
and ſtudy his diſpoſition. I hſtened attentively to 
what the oldeſt courtiers ſaid to him; and by their 
diſcourſe diſcovered his inclinations. Among 
other things, I obſerved that he loved raillery, di- 
verting ſtories. and ſallies of wit. I modelled myſelf 
accordingly ; and every morning entered in my 
pocket-book the ſtories I intended for the day. I had 


treaſured ſuch a number of them in my memory, 


that my budget might be ſaid to have been full; 
yet notwithſtanding all my management, it was 
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emptied by degrees in ſuch a manner, that I ſhould 
either have been obliged to ule repetition, or ſhew 
that I was at the end of my apothegms; if my ge- 
nius, fruitful in fiction, had not abundently ſu 
en me. But I compoſed tales of gallantry and 
umour, that highly entertained the duke; and, 
as it often happens with profeſſed wits, in the morn- 
ing I ſtudied ſmart expreſſions, which I uttered as 
unpremeditated ſallies in the afternoon. 
even elevated myſelf to a poet, and conſecrated. 
my muſe to the praiſe of the prince. I freely con- 
feſs indeed, that my verſes were none of the beſt, 
therefore not much criticiſed : but had they been bet- 
ter, I queſtionif they would have been better received 
by the grand duke, who ſeemed very well ſatisfied. 
with my talents; the ſubject they were upon, per- 
haps, hindred him from finding fault. Be that as 
it will, the prince inſenſibly took ſuch a liking to 
me, as to give umbrage to the courtiers. - They 
endeavoured to diſcover who I was, but did not. 
ſucceed. - Getting intelligence, however, that I had 
been a renegade, they did not fail to inform the 
prince of it, in hopes of injuring. my character. But 
this they could not accompliſh ; on the contrary, 
the great duke one day, obliged me to give him a 
faithful narration of my voyage to Algiers ; I obey- 
ed, and my adventures, which I did not in the leaſt 
miſrepreſent, afforded him infinite pleaſure. 
„Pon Raphael, ſaid he, when I had finiſhed the 
&« recital, I have a regard for you, and will give you 
« a mark of it, which will not ſuffer you to doubt 
« of my friendſhip. I will make you the depoſi- 
&« tory of my ſecrets ; and, to begin with an inſtance 
of my confidence, I muſt acquaint you that I am 
& jn love with the wife of one of my miniſters. She 
« js the moſt amiable lady of my court, but, at 
« the ſame time, the moſt virtuous: ſhut up 
* amidſt her family, and ſolely attached to a huſ- 
| 2 1 band 
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* band whom ſhe adores, ſhe appears ignorant of 
* the noiſe her beauty makes in Florence. Judge 
* you it this muſt not be a difficult conqueſt. Ne- 
« vyertheleſs, this charming woman, inacceſſible as 
4 ſhe is to lovers, has deigned, ſometimes, to hear 
* my ſighs : I have found means to ſpeak to her, 
„ without witnefles, and acquaint her with the ſen- 
* timents of my heart; but I do not flatter myſelf 
* with the hope of having inſpired her with mutu- 
al love: ſhe has never given me cauſe to enter- 
* tain ſuch an agreeable idea: I do not however, 
« defpair of olefin her by my aſſiduity, and the 
*' myſterious conduct I ſhall be careful to obſerve, 
& My paſſion for that lady, added he, is known 
only to herſelf : for, inſtead of conſulting my 
«* inclination without conftraint, and acting the ſo- 
„ yereign, I conceal from the whole world the 
% knowledge of my flame. A piece of delicacy 
„ which I think I owe to her huſband Maſcarin : 
«his zeal, attachment, ſervices, and probity, oblige 
me to conduct myſelf with great Fey and 
circumſpection. I would not plunge a dagger 
« into his boſom, by declaring myſelf the lover of 
„ his wife; but wiſh that he may always remain 
«ignorant, if poſſible, of the flame that conſumes 
e me; for I am perſuaded that he would die of 
grief, if he knew the confidence I now repoſe in 
« you. I conceal my advances therefore, and am 
e reſolved to make uſe of you, in expreſſing to 
Lucretia all the pangs I caffer, by the conſtraint 
* which ſhe impoſes upon me: you ſhall de the 
&© 1nterpreter of my ſentiments, and Iam,convinced 
«you will acquit yourſelf of the commiſſion to a 
miracle. Contract an acquaintance with Maſca- 
& rini, endeavour to gain his friendſhip, inſinuate 
* yourſelf into his houſe, and procure the liberty 
% of converſing with his wife. This is what I ex» 
« pe& of you, arid what I aſſure myſelf you will 
on NE ng | | perform, 


GIL BLAS. 423 


* perform, with all the diſcretion and addreſs that 
i jodelicate an employment requires.” 

I promiled the grand duke to do every thing in 
my power, to juſtify the confidence he honoured 
me with, and contribute to the ſucceſs of his paſ- 
ſion : and I proceeded to the performance of my 
promile ; I ſpared nothing to pleate Maſcarini, and 
ealily accompliſhed my purpoſe. Delighted to 
find his friendſhip courted by a man who was be- 
loved of his prince, he met my advances half way : 
his houſe was open to me: I had free acceſs to his 
lady, and, I dare venture to fay, | behaved myſelf 
ſo well, that he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
negotiation entruſted to my care. Conſiderin 
indeed, that he was an Itahan, he was not muc 
addicted to jealouſy; he depended upon the virtue 
of Lucretia, and ſhutting himſelf up in his cloſer, 
left me frequently alone with her. I went boldly 
to work the firſt opportunity ; and entertained the 
lady with the paſſion of the grand duke, and told 
her, that the ſole reaſon of my coming to her houle, 
was to talk to her of that prince. She did not ſeem 
captivated by him; and yet, I perceived that her 
vanity hindred her from rejecting his addreſſes: the 
took pleaſure in hearing the relation of his flame, 
without feeling any inclination to anſwer his de- 
fires. dhe did not want underſtanding : but ſhe 
was a woman; and I obſerved that her virtue 
yielded inſenſibly to the ſuperb idea of a ſovereign 
in her chains. In ſhort, the prince had reaſon to 
flatter himſelf, that without employing the violence 
of a Tarquin, he would ſee Lucretia ſubjected to 
his love, An accident, however, which he little 
expected, deſtroyed all his hopes, as you ſhall pre- 
ſently be informed. 

I am naturally impudent among women, hav- 
ing acquired that qualification whether it be good or 
bad) among the Turks: Lucretia was hamtlaln; 

an 
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and I, forgetting that I was only to act the part 
of an ambaſſador, talked to her on my own ſcore, 
offering my ſervices with all the gallantry I was 
maſter of. Inſtead of being ſhocked at my au- 
dacity, and replying in a rage, ſhe ſaid with a 
ſmile; ** You mult acknowledge, Don Raphael, 
«that the grand duke has made choice of a very 
faithful and zealous miniſter, who ſerves him wit 
<« an integrity that cannot be ſufficiently extolled.” 
t Madam, faid I, with the fame air, let us not ex- 
«amine things ſcrupulouſly ; but lay aſide thoſe 
c reflections, which I am ſenſible are not at all fa- 
« vourable to me. I abandon myſelf to my paſſion ; 
„ but after all, I do not believe myſelf the firſt 
« confident of a prince, who has betrayed his maſ- 
< ter in affairs off gallantry ; for the great have of- 
ten dangerous rivals in their meſſengers of pla- 
« fure.” That may be true, replied Lucretia, 
« but, for my part, I am ſo high-ſpirited, that 
« nobody under the degree of a prince, ſhall ever 
& make an impreſſion upon my heart. Conduct 
« yourſelf accordingly, added ſhe, (growing ſerious) 
<« and let us change the converſation. I am willing 
t to forget what you have ſaid, on condition that 
« you ſhall never ſpeak to me again in the fame 
4 manner; otherwiſe you may perhaps repent it.“ 
Though this was a preface to the reader, of 
which I ought to have taken the advantage, I did 
not ceaſe to entertain the wife of Maſcarini with my 
paſſion: I even preſſed her with redoubled ardour, 
to make ſuitable returns to my tenderneſs, and was 
raſh enough to attempt liberties. Upon which the 
lady, being affronted at my diſcourſe, and my 
*Furkiſh behaviour, checked me abruptly and 
threatened to make the grand duke acquaint- 
ed with my infolence, aſſuring me, that ſhe 
would defire him to punith me, as I delerv- 


ed. I was mortifed at theſe inenaces ; my 
love 
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Jove immediately changed to hatred; and I determin- 
ed to be revenged upon Lucretia, for her contempt. 
J went in queſt of her huſband, whom, after he had 
ſworn that he would not expoſe me, I informed of 
the correſpondence between his wife and the prince, 
not forgetting to paint her very amorous, to render 
the ſcene more inrereſting, The miniſter, to pre- 
vent all accidents, confined his ſpouſe, without any 
other form of proceſs, in a ſecret aparment, where 
ſhe was guarded by people on whom he could re- 
ly. While ſhe was thus ſurrounded by ſpies, who 
hindered her from informing the grand duke of her 
ſituation, I acquainted that prince, with a melan- 
choly air, that he muſt think no more of Lucretia; 
that Maſcarini had, doubtleſs, diſcovered the whole 
affair, ſince he had taken it into his head to watch 
his wife; that I could not imagine what had alarm- 
ed his ſuſpicion of me, for I thought I had always 
behaved with great addreſs ; that the lady had, per- 
haps, confeſſed the whole to her huſband, in con- 
cert with whom, ſhe had permitted herſelf to be 
locked up. in order to avoid thoſe importunities 
which alarmed her virtue. He appeared great! 
afflicted at my report; I was touched with 3 
and more than once repented of what ] had done; 
but it was too late: beſides, I confeſs that I felt a 
kind of malicious joy, when I repreſented to myſelf 
the condition to which I had reduced the proud 
woman, who had diſdained my paſſion. | 
I enjoyed, with impunity, the pleaſure of re- 
venge, which is fo fweer to all the world, and par- 
ticularly to Spaniards, when the grand duke, being 
one day in company with me, and five or iix of his 
courtiers, ſaid, In what manner do you think a 
« man ought to be puniſhed who has dared to abuſe 
&« the confidence of his prince, and attempted to 
« deprive him of his miſtrels ?” He deſerves, ſaid 
4 one, to be tied to the tails of four horſes, and 
. ol. I. 3 1 | * torn 
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© torn to pieces,” Another was of opinion, that 
he ſhould be caned to death. The leaſt cruel of 
thoſe Italians, and he whoſe ſentence was moſt fa- 
vourable to the delinquent, ſaid, That he would 
* be ſatisfied with cauſing hun to be thrown from 
* the top of a high tower.“ And what is the 
opinion of Don Raphacl, reſumed the grand duke, 
« I am; perſuaded that the Spaniards are not leſs 
«* ſevere than the Italians in ſuch conjunctures.“ 
I caſily comprehended, as you may imagine, 
that Maſcarini had not kept his oath; or that his 
wife had found means to apprize the prince of what 
had paſſed between her — me; and my confuſion 
lainly appeared on my countenance. Neverthe- 
eſs, diſconcerted as I was, I anſwered the grand 
duke with a reſolute tone, < Sir, the Spaniards are 
* more generous; they would pardon. the confident, 
on ſuch an occaſion, and, by their generoſity, 
-* raiſe in his ſoul an eternal regret for having be- 
«* trayed them.“ Well, ſaid the prince, I find 
* myſelf capable of ſuch generoſity... I pardon. the 
* traitor : becauſe, I have only myſelf to 3 
« for having beſtowed my confidence on a, man 
. « whom I did not know,” and whom I had reaſon 
« to diſtruſt, after what I had heard of his charac- 
« ter. Don Raphael, added he, this is the manner 
&* in which J. will avenge myſelf : quit my domini- 
* ons immediately, and let me never ſee your 
« face again,“ I inſtantly withdrew, not ſo much 
afflicted at my, dilgrace, as rejoiced at coming off ſo 
calily ; and the very next day, embarked in a veſſel 
that | ſailed from Leghorn, on its return to Bar- 
eee, not bow e fn] „N | ＋ 
I interrupted Don Raphael in this part of his hiſ- 
tory, by ſa) ing. For a man of underſtanding, 
* methinks you commuted a great blunder in neg- 
* Jecting to leave Florence, immediately after the 
« diſcc very you made to Maſcarini, of the prince's 


GTE LAY \ 47 
« paſſion for Lucretia; you might have imagined 
« that the grand duke would preſently come the 
« knowledge of your infidelity,” 1 grant it re- 
« plied the fon of Lucinda, and, notwithſt ending 
ce the aſſurance which the miniſter gave me of not 
« expoſing me to the reſentment of the prince, I in- 
e tended to have diſappeared in a very ſhort 
time.“ 

I arrived at Barcelona, continued he, with the 
remainder of the wealth J had brought from Al- 
giers, the principal part of which I had diſſipated 
at Florence, in the character of the Spaniſh gentle- 
man. I did not remain long in Catalonia; for, 
having a ſtrong inclination to re. viſit Madrid, the 
charming place of my nativity, I ſatisfied, as ſoon 
as poſſible, the deſire that impelled me. When I 
arrived in that city, I took furniſhed lodgings, by 
accident, where a lady lived, whoſe name was Ca 
milla, and. who, though beyond her minority, was 
a' very engaging creature. I take Signior Gil Blas 
to witneſs, who ſaw her much about that time, at 
Valladolid. She had more underſtanding than beau- 
Ph and never had a ſhe-adventurer better talents 

or decoying dupes : but ſhe was none of thoſe co- 
quets, who lay up the acknowledgments of their 
gallants: when ſhe had pillaged a man of buſineſs, 
the ſhared his ſpoils with the firſt ſharper ſhe found 
to her liking. 

We loved one another at firſt ſight ; and the con- 
formity of our manners united us ſo cloſely, that we 
ſoon had every thing in common. Our fortunes 
indeed were not very conſiderable, and therefore we 
exhauſted them in a very ſhort time. Unfortunate- 
ly neither of us ted any thing but our pleaſure, 
or made the leaſt uſe of the talents we had, to hve 
at our neighbour's expence. But miſery, at laſt, 
awakened our geniuſes, which pleaſure had made 
torpid. ,* My dear Raphael, ſaid Camilla, let us 

412 3 diver- 
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diverſify the ſcene, my friend, and renounce a fide- 
< lity that ruins us both: you may captivate a rich 
« widow, and I may charm ſome man of quality: 
c for if we continue faithful to each other, here 
« will be two fortunes loſt,” „Fair Camilla, re- 
& plied I, you have anticipated me; I intended to 
« make the fame propoſal to you, I aſſent to your 
<« propoſal, my princeſs: yes, for the better ſupport 
« of our mutual flame, let us attempt advantageous 
« conqueſts :, the infidelities we ſhall commit, will 
e become triumphs in the end.” 

This convention being made, we immediately 
took the field, and made conſiderable motions at 
firſt, without being able to encounter what we 
fought : Camilla could light only upon beaus; that 
is to ſay, gallants who had not a penny in their 
* . pockets: and I could meet with only ſuch women, 
as loved better to levy contributions than to pay 
them. As our endeavours were uſeleſs in love, we 
had recourſe to ſtratagems, and performed ſo many, 
that our fame reached the ears of the corregidor; 
and that infernal judge ordered one of his alguazils. 
to apprehend us; but this officer, being as good na- 
tured as the other. was cruel, gave us time to quit 
Madrid. in conſideration of a ſmall ſum which we 
beſtowed upon him. We took the road to Valla- 
dalid, and fixed our refidence in that city, having 
hired a houſe, in which 1 lived with Camilla, who 
aſſed for my ſiſter, to avoid ſcandal. At firſt we 
keve our induſtry under the rein, and began to ſtudy 

the ground, before we attempted any enterprize. 
One day, a man accoſting me in the ſtreet, ſalut- 
ed me very civilly, ſaying, Signior Don Raphael, 
« do you know me?” I anſwered No.“ 179% 
which he reſumed, * But I perfectly recollect you: 
UI haye ſeen you at the court of Tuſcany, where | 
then belonged to the grand duke's guards. I 
, *© quitted the ſervice of that prince ſome months 
| « ago, 


| 


* apo, and am come to Spain with an Italian of 
« oreat fineſſe : we have been three weeks at Valla- 
« dolid, and lodge with a Caſtilian and Galician, 
« who are doubtleſs two young fellows of honour. 
« We live together by the work of our hands; we 
«-paſs our time agreeably, and amuſe ourſelves like 
4 princes: if you will join us, you ſhall be agree- 
« ably received by my confederates; for you always 
appeared to me to be a gallant man, of a diſpoſi- 
“ tion not addicted to ſcruples, and a profeſſed 
« brother of our order.” 

The rogue's frankneſs excited mine. Since 
« you addreſs me with fo little reſerve, ſaid I, it is 
but reaſonable that I ſhould explain myſelt in the 
& ſame manner to you. Indeed I am not a novice 
« in your profeſſion; and if my modeſty would 
permit me to recount my exploits, you would ſee 
t that you have not Judged too advantageouſly 
« of my talents ; but I will forbear to launch out 
«in my own commendation, and content myſelf 
« with aſſuring you, while I accept the place in 
your company which is offered, that I will neg- 
t le&t nothing to approve myſelf worthy of your 
&* choice.” As ſoon as I ſignified to this ambi- 
dexter, my conſent to augment the number of his 
comrades, he conducted me to the place where they 
were, and introduced me to their acquaintance. 
Here I beheld, for the firſt time, the illuſtrious Am- 
broſe de Lamela. Thoſe gentlemen examined me 
reſpecting my {kill in the myſtery of appropriating 
to myſelt, with addreſs, the effects of another. They 
requeſted to know if I underſtood the principles of 
their art; but I ſhewed them a number of ſtrata- 
gems which they were unacquainted with, and 
which acquired the admiration of my ability. They 
were ſtill more aſtoniſhed, when, deſpiſing the dex- 


terity of my hand, as a thing too common, I aſ- 

fured them that J excelled in tricks, which * 
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the aſſiſtance of genius. To convince them of this, 
recounted the adventure of Jerome de Moyadas ; 
and upon the {imple natration of that affair, they 
thought me ſuch a ſuperior genius, that | was elect- 
ed their chief by unanimous -conſent., I ſoon juſ- 
tified their choice, by an infinite variety of knaviſn 
deſiꝑns, which we put in practice, and of which I 
was as it were the informing ſoul. When we re 
quired an actreſs to carry on our projects, we made 
uſe of Camilla, who performed all her parts to ad- 
miration. N 

About that time our brother Ambroſe was tempt- 
ed to reviſit his native country, and ſet out for Ga- 
licia, aſſuring us that we might depend upon his 
return. He purſued his inclination, and on his 
way back again, going to Burgos, with an inten- 
tion of ſtriking ſome ſtroke, an inn-keeper of his 
acquaintance introduced him to. the ſervice of Sig- 
nior Gil Blas, of Santillane, with whoſe affairs he 
did not fail to make him acquainted. Signior Gil 
Blas, (added he, addreſſing himſelf to me) you 
know how we rid you of your portmanteau, in our 
furniſhed ledgings ar Valladolid; and you doubt- 
lefs TS Ambroſe of being the chief inſtru- 
ment of that theft. And your opinion was well 
foundeF: for at your arrival, he came and laid 
your tuation before us, and we, the gentlemen un- 
dertakers, regulated ourſelves accordingly. But 
you art ignorant of the conſequences of that adven- 
ture, which I will, therefore, communicate to you. 
Ambroſe and J carried off your portmanteau, and, 
mounting your mules, took the road to Madrid, with- 
out incumbering ourſelves with Camilla, or the reſt 
of our comrades, who, perhaps, were as much ſur- 
prized as you at our non appearance the next day. 

On the ſecond day, we altered our * and in- 
ſtead of going to Madrid, which I had not quitted' 
without ſufficient reaſons, we paſſed by Zeberos, 


and 
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and continued our route as far as Toledo. In this 
city our firſt buſineſs was to dreſs ourſelves - like 
entlemen ; then giving ourſelves out for two bro- 
= of Gallicia, who travelled out of curiofity, we 
ſoon became acquainted with perſons of reputation. 
Having been ſo much accuſtomed to act the man of 
quality, I was calily miſtaken for ſuch, and 'peq- 
ple being uſually dazzled by expence, we impoſed 
upon every body by the gallant entertainments we 
an to give to the ladies. Among the women 
whom I viſited, there was one who had obtained a 
place in my affections: found her fairer than Ca- 
milla, and conſiderably younger: I was deſirous of 
knowing who ſhe was, and was informed that her 
name was Vialante, and that her huſband was a 
gentleman, WIe, already ſated with her charms, 
purſued thoſe of a courtezan whom he loved. This 
piece of information was ſufficient to determine 
me to eſtabliſh Violante the ſovereign lady of my 
affections. | ;» 
It was not long before ſhe perceived her con- 
queſt: I began. to follow her every where, and 
commit a thouſand impertinencies, to perſuade her 
that I wanted nothing more than to conſole her for 
the infidelity of her huſband. . The fair one made 
her reflections on the matter, which were ſuch, that 
at length I had the pleafure of knowing that my 
intentions were approved. I received, from her a 
billet, in anſwer to ſeveral which I had ſent to her, 
by one of thoſe old matrons who are ſo ſervice- 
able in Spain and Italy. The lady informed me, 
that her huſband ſupped every evening with his 
Inuſtrels, and did not return home before it was 
very late. That very night I went under the win- 
dows of Violante, and entered into a moſt tender 
conyerlation. with her: after which we agreed, at 
parting, to enjoy the lame opportunity every night, 
it the ſame hour, without prejudice to the o — 
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acts of gallantry which we ſhould be permitted to 
exerciſe in the day. 5 | 
| Hitherto Don Balthazar, the hufband of Vio- 
lante, came off very cheaply ; but I choſe to love 
properly, and repaired one evening under the lady's 
windows, with a deſign to acquaint her, that I 
could live no longer, it I did not enjoy a tete a tete 
with her, in a place more ſuitable to the exceſs of 
my paſſion: an indulgence which I had not then 
been able to obtain. But juſt as J arrived at the 
place, I ſaw a man come into the ſtreet, who ſeem- 
ed to obſerve me: in ſhort it was the huſband, who 
had returned from the courtezan earlier than ufual, 
and who perceiving a cavalier near his houſe, inſtead 
of going in, walked to and from the ſtreet. I 
remained for ſome time uggetermined how I ſhould 
proceed, but at laſt, reſo Ving to accoſt Don Bal- 
thazar, whom I did not know, and of whom I was 
alſo utterly unknown. Signior cavalier, ſaid J, 
pray leave the ſtreet free to me for one night: 1 
<< wilt do as much to oblige you another time.” 
Signior, replied he, I was going to make the ſame 
* requeſt to you: I am in love with a girl, whom 
her brother carefully watches, and who lives not 
* above twenty paces from hence; ſo that I wiſh * 
„ there was nobody in the ſtreet.” There is 
* one way, replied I, of ſatisfying us both, with- 
«' out incommoding either: for, added I, (ſhewing 
him his own houſe) the lady whom I attend, 
« lodges there; and let us affiſt each other, if 
« either of us ſhould be attacked.“ With all 
my heart, replied he, I will go to my rendezvous, 
„and we will back one another if there ſhould be 
„ occaſion.” So ſaying, he parted from me; but 
it was in order to obſerve me the better, and this 
the darkneſs of the night permitted him to do with 
rene s 
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As for me, I approached in ſecurity, the balcony 
of Violante, who preſently appeared, and we began 
to converſe together. I did not fail to urge n 
princeſs to . a private interview in em 


particular place. She refifted my importunities a 
little, to enhance the value of the favour which 1 
en ; then. droppi a letter which ſhe took 
t of ber pocket ou wilt find in this billet, 
fai the, the promiſe of what you ſo carneſtly 
« defire.” She after wards withdrew, becauſe the 
hour approached at which her huſband uſually re- 
turned, upon which I ſecured the biller, and ad- 
vanced to the place where Don Balthazar ſaid he 
had got an aſſignation; but he having been very 
well convinced? of what 1 wanted with his wife, 
came to me, ſaying, © Well, Signior cavalier, are 
you contented with your good fortune?“ 4 1 
* haye reaſon to be ſo, replicd I: and pray how habe 
you ſucceeded ? has love favoured your addreſ- 
„ ſeg 3 * Alas no! ſaid he, the curſed brother 
4 of the beauty whom I adore, is returned from 
* country houſe, where we "imagined he would 
*« have ſtayed till tomorrow; and this misfortune 
has derpived me of the pleafure with which I 
« flattered myſelt.”  _ e ar Yb 
Don Balthazar and I made mutual proteſtations 
of friendſhip ; and to make the union ſtill ſtronger, 
made an appointment to meet the next day, in the 
great ſquare, After we parted, the cavalier went 
gnome, but did not mention a word of what had 
© happened to Violante. The next day he repgired 
to the great ſquare, where I arriving immediately 
after him, we ſaluted cach other with demonſtra- 
ions of friendſhip, as perfidious on one fide, as 
' fincere on the other. Don Balthazar then made 
me the confident of a feigned intrigue with he 
lady whom he had mentioned the preceding night; 
recounting a long {tory that he had invented, in 
Ne. I. 3 K order 
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rder to engage me, in my turn, to acquaint him 
10 what manner I had become K ha with 
Violante. I fell at once into the ſnare, and con- 
feſſed the whole with the utmoſt frankneſs: I even 
produced the letter which I had received from her, 


and read the contents in theſe words: | 
« O-morrow I ſhall be with Donna Inez: 
* you know where ſhe lives: it is in the 


* houſe of that faithful friend, that J propoſe to 
v give you a private inverview; for I can no long- 
ser refuſe that favour which I think you de- 
4 ſerve." | | 


* This, ſaid Don Balthazar, is a billet which 

.« promiſes you the accompliſhment of your wiſhe- 
.«< es, I congratulate you beforehand, on the happi- 
.** neſs which attends you.” He could not avoid 
deing a little diſconcerted while he uttered theſe 
words; but he eafly concealed his uneaſineſs and 
confuſion from me. I was ſo much engroſſed by 
my expectations, that I never thought of obſerving 
my confident, who was obliged, however, to leave 
me, that I might not at laſt perceive his agitation. 
He ran to apprize his brother-in-law of this adven- 
ture: but I am ignorant of what paſſed between 
them: all that I know of the matter, is, that Don 
- Balthazar came and knocked at the door while I 
was with Violante at the houſe of Donna Inez: and 
as ſoon as we diſcovered who it was, I eſcaped at a 
back door before he came in. As ſoon as I was 
gone, the ladies, whom the unexpected arrival of 
the huſband had diſconcerted, recollected themſelves, 
and received him with ſuch effronterie, that he ſuſ- 
pected I was either concealed, or had made my 
. eſcape. I will not tell what he ſaid to Donna Inez 
and his wife, becauſe it never came ta my know- 


2 
ledge 7 * 


ln the mean time, without ſuſpecting that I was 
Don Balthazar's dupe, 1 went away, curſing him, 
and returned to the great ſquare, where I had ap- 
e, to meet Lamela. But] did not find him; 


had little affairs of his own to manage; and the 


was more fortunate than I, While I waited 
for him, I ſaw my perfidious confident arrive, who 
came up to me with an air of gaiety, and ſmiling, 
aſked news of my interview with my nymph at 
the houſe of Donna Inez. © I know not, ſaid I, 
« what dzmon, jealous of my pleaſures, delights 
in thwarting them: but while I was alone with 
* my lady, preſſing her to make me happy, her 
« huſband (the devil confound him !) came and 
„ knocked at the door: fo that being obliged to 
get off as faſt as I could, I retired by a back- 
% door, beſtowing a thouſand curſes upon the 
« troubleſome cuckold who diſconcerted all my 
* meaſures.” I am extremely ſorry for it, ſaid 
Don Balthazar,” (who felt a ſecret joy in ſeein 
my vexation) * what an impertinent huſband mu 
he be! I adviſe you to give him no quarter.” 
« O!] as for that, replied I, I will follow your ad- 
« vice: and I can aſſure you that his honour ſhall 
make its exit this night: his wife, when I left 
her, bad me not be diſcouraged at ſuch trifles : 
* but be ſure to come under her window earlier 
„than uſual, for ſhe was determined to admit me 
« into her houſe: and deſired me at all events, 
4 to come attended with two or three friends, for 
« fear of ſurpriſe.” What a prudent lady] ſaid 
« he; I will, if you pleaſe, accompany you thi- 
« ther.” Ah, my dear friend! cried I, in a 
« tranſport of joy,” (while I threw my arms round 
his neck) I am infinitely obliged to you.” © I 
« will do more, reſumed he, I am acquainted with 
« a young fellow who is another Cæiar; he ſhall 
115 | 3 K 2 be 
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<- be of the Ys, and you may boldly canbide i in 
« ſuch an eſcorte. 

I knew not what acknowledgmears to make. to 
this. new frend, ſo much was 1 delighted with his 
zcal. In ſhort, | accepted the ſuccour which he 
offered, and, appointing to meet in the twilight 
under Violante's balcony, we parted for that time. 
He went to his brother-in-law, who was the Cæſar 
m queſtion; and I took a turn till the evening, 
with Lamela, who, though he was ſurpriſed at the 
ardour with which Don Balthazar eſpouſed my in- 
tereſt, diſtruſted him no more than I: we fell rea- 
dily into the ſnare, which, I own, was unpardonable 
— of our experience. When | thought it 
was time to preſent myſelf before Violante's wins 
dow, Ambroſe and I appeared upon the ſpot, 
armed with good rapiers; where we found the 
lady's huſband, with another perſon waiting for us, 
wichout flinching. Don Balthazar accoſting me, 
and ſhewing his brother- in- aw, ſaid, << Signior, 
« this is the cavalicr whoſe bravery I ſo much ex- 
** rolled, Make your way into your miſtreſſes's 
* houſe; and let no anxiety hinder. you from en- 
joying the moſt perfect felicſty. C 

After ſome mutual compliments I knocked at 
Violante's door, which jbeing'opened by a kind of 
duenna, I entered, and without taking notice of 
what paſſed behind me, advanced into a hall where 
ſpe was. While I ſaluted the lady, the two traitors, 


' who had followed me into the houſe, and ſhut the 


door ſo haſtily after them, that Ambroſe was left 
in the ſtreet, diſcovered themicives. You. may ea- 
ſily: imagine that we then proceeded to blows, 
Both of them attacked me at once; but I found 
them buſineſs enough, and employed them in ſuch 
a manner, that they perhaps — they had not 
thoſe a PINE! tor their revenge. * 


the huſpand through the body, and his brother-in- 
law ſeeing. him out of the queſtion, got to the door, 
which-the duenna and Violante had opened to make 
their eſcape, while we were engaged. I purſued 
him into the ſtreet, where 1 rejoined Lamela, who 
not being able to extract a ſingle word from the 
women in their flight, knew not exactly what. to- 
think of the noiſe he had heard. We returned to 
the tavern where we lodged, ſecured our moſt va- 
luable effects, and, mounting our mules, rode out of 
the city, without waiting for day- light. 

Knowing this affair might be attended with bad 
conlequences, and that a ſearch would be made at 
Toledo, which we were in the right to anticipatey | 
we went to bed at Villarubia, at an inn, where, ſome 
time after, a merchant of Toledo arrived, in his way 
to Segorba. As we ſupped in his company, he re- 
lated the tragical adventure of Violante's huſband, 
and was ſo far from ſuſpecting us to be concerned, 
that we boldly aſked of him all manner of queſtions 
about the affair. Gentlemen, ſaid he, juſt as - 
eſot out this morning, 1 heard of the | melancholy 
accident. Search was made every where for Vio- 
* lante, and I was told that the corregidor, who is 
related to Don Balthazar, has reſolved to ſpare no- 
* thing in diſcoyering the murderers: this 1s the 
whole that I know of the matter.” 

Though I was not much alarmed at the. ſearch 
of the corregidor, I reſolved to quit New Caſtile 
immediately: conſidering that when Violante 
ſhould be found, ſhe would contets all, and on her 
deſcription of my perſon to the judge, people would 
be ſent in purſuit of me. For this reaſon the very 
next day we cautiouſly avoided the highway. La- 
mela, being luckily acquainted with three-fourths 
of Spain, and particularly with the bye-ways, 
through which we. could ſecurely repair into Arra- 
gon, Inſtead of going ſtrait to Cuenca, we Kept 


among 
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among the mountains adjacent to that city; and, 
through paths that were not unknown to my guide, 
arrived at a grotto which greatly reſembled a her- 
mitage; and indeed it was the ſame to which you 
came laſt night, for an aſylum. 
While I was conſidering the country around, 
which preſented to my view a moſt delightful rural 
proſpect ? my companion ſaid to me, © I paſſed 
« by this place, ſix years ago, at which time that 
« grotto ſerved as a retreat to an old hermit, who 
« gave me a very charitable reception; entertain- 
ing me with a ſhare of his proviſions, | remem- 
ber that he was a very holy man, and harangued 
« me with a diſcourſe that had almoſt detached me 
from the world: perhaps he is {till alive: I will 
go thither and ſee.” So ſaying, the curious Am- 
broſe alighted from his mule, and entered the her- 
mitage, where, having remained ſome minutes, 
he returned calling to me, Come hither, Don 
* Raphael come Baker, and behold a very affect- 


« ing ſcene.” 


I alighted immediately, and tying our mules to 
a tree, followed Lamela into the grotto, where 1 
perceived an old anchorite, pale and dying, ſtretch- 
ed at his full length upon a truckle- bed. A white 
buſh beard covered his whole breaſt ; and in his 
hands, claſped together, appeared a large twiſted 
roſary. At the noiſe we made in approaching him, 
he opened his eyes, which Death had already began 
tocloſe, and after having. obſerved us for a mo- 
ment, ſaid, * Whoever you are, my brethren, pro- 
fit by the ſpectacle that now preſents itſelf to 
your eyes, I have lived forty years in the world, 
6 agg ſixty in this ſolitude, Ah ! how long at 
his moment, appears the time which I have be- 
« ſtowed on my pleaſures: and on the contrary, 
* how ſhorc does that appear which I have conſe- 

* crated to penitence and devotion. Alas! I am 
« afraid 
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« afraid that the auſterities of brother John, have 
&* not ſufficiently expiated the ſins of the licentiate 
« Don ou de Solis,” | 
He had no ſooner uttered theſe words than he 
expired, leaving us greatly affected with his death, 
Such objects as theſe always make ſome impreſſion, 
even on the greateſt libertines. But we did not 
retain it long: we ſoon forgot what he had ſaid to 
us, and began to take an inventory of every thing 
in the hermitage: an employment not very la- 
borious ; all his furniture, conſiſting in what you 
may have obſerved in the grotto, Brother John was 
not only ill provided with furniture, but alſo kept 
a ve indifferent larder : for all the proviſion we 
found was a few filberts, and ſome crufts of barley- 
bread, ſo very hard as to be, in all appearance, proof 
againſt the gums of the holy man. | ſay his gums; 
becauſe we obſerved that he had loſt all his 
teeth. All that this ſolitary habiration contained, 
and all that we beheld, made us regard the good 
anchorite as a perfect ſaint. We were ſhocked, in- 
deed, at one thing : we opened a paper folded in 
the form of a letter, which he had laid upon the ta- 
'ble, and in which he requeſted, that the perſon who 
ſhould read it, would carry his roſary and ſandals 
to the bithop of Cuenca, We did not know with 
what intention this new father of the deſart could 
deſire to make ſuch a preſent to his biſnop. This 
ſeemed an outrage againſt humility, and the beha- 
viour of a man who wanted to ſet up for canoniza- 
tion. And perhaps, there was nothing in it but pure 
ſimplicity : for 1 do not pretend to decide the 
matter. | e 
While we converted together on this ſubject, a 
pleaſant thought came into Lamela's head. Let 
us, ſaid he, continue in this hermitage, and diſ- 
s oviſe ourſelves like anchorites, having firſt bu- 
« ried brother John, You ſhall paſs for him, and 


*h 
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« T, under the name of brother Antony, will go g 
« begging in the neighbouring towns and villages, 
« Beſides our being | ſecure from the enquiries of 
« the corregidor, for I do not ſuppoſe he will think 
of ſearching tor us here, I have ſome good ac- 
« quaintance at Cuenca, which we may cultivate.” 
I *approved of this extravagant propoſal, not fo 
much for the reaſons which Anibroſe advanced, as 
out of pure whim, or a deſire of acting a part in a 
play. About thirty or forty paces from the grotto, 
we dug à grave, in which we modeſtly interred the 
old anchorite, atter having - ſtripped him. of his 
eloaths; that is, a ſimple, robe tid about his d- 
dle with a leather girdle: we likewiſe cut off his 
beard, to make a falſe one for me; and, in ſhort, 
after having performed his funeral, we took pol- 
ſeſſion of the herinitage. 
Me fared very poorly the firſt day, being obliged 
to live on the proviſions of the defunct; but, the 
next morning, before day, Lamela ſet out in order 
to ſell the two mules at Toralva, and returned in 
the evenin loaded with victuals, and other things 
which he had purchaſed, He brought every thing 
that was neceſſary for our transformation; he made 
for himſelf a ruſſet gown, and a little red beard of 
horſe-hair, which he fixed fo artfully to his ears, 
that any one would have ſworn it was the natural 
produce of his chin. There is not a more dexter- 
ous young fellow in the univerſe than he; he allo 
weaved the beard of brother John, which he appli- 
ed to my face, and my browa woollen cap ſerved 
to cover the artiflce; ſo that there was nothing 
wanting to complete our diſguiſe. We were ſo 
leafantly equipped, that we could not, without 
eating behokl ourſelves in theſe habits, which 
certainly were not very ſuitable to our real charag- 


ters. Together with brother John's robe, I 1 * 
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his roſary and ſandals, of which I made no ſcruple 
to deprive the biſhop of Cuenca, 

We had been three days in the hermitage with- 
out ſeeing a ſingle perſon; but on the fourth two pea- 
ſants entered the grotto, bringing bread, cheeſe, and 
onions to the defunct, whom they till ſuppoſed 
alive. As ſoon as I perceived them, I threw my- 
ſelf on my bed, and it was no difficult matter to de- 
ceive them; for there was not light enough to ena- 
ble them to diſtinguiſh my features, and I imitated 
as well as I could the voice of brother John, whoſe 
laſt words I had heard; they had, therefore, no ſuſ- 
picion of the cheat; they ſeemed only ſurpriſed to 
meet another hermit there: which when Lamela 
perceived he ſaid, with an hypocritical air, © Be 
not ſurprized, my brethren, to ſee me in this ſoli- 
* tude; 1 have quitted an hermitage I poſſeſſed 
* in Arragon, to come hither and attend the venera- 
ble and diſcreet brother John, who in his extreme 
old age has occaſion for a comrade who can pro- 
9 vide for his neceſſities.” The peaſants highly com- 
mended the charity of Ambroſe, and expreſſed great 
ſatisfaction in being able to boaſt of having two 
holy perſonages in their country. 

Lamela with a large havre ſack, which he had 
not forgot to purchaſe, went, for the firſt time, to beg 
in the city of Cuenca, which is but a ſmall league 
from the hermitage. With a devout appearance, 
which he had received from nature, and the artof ma- 
king the proper advantage of it, which he poſſeſſed 
in a ſupreme degree, he did not fail to extort alis 
from charitable people, with whoſe liberalities he 
filled his havreſack. Mr. Ambroſe, ſaid I, at 
* his return, I congratulate you upon your happy 
te talent of melting the ſouls of chriſtians. Fgad ! 
gone would imagine you had been a begging bro- 
ether among the capuchins.” * I have done ſome- 
thing, replied he, beſides filling my havrelack : 
. 3 L you 
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« you muſt know that I haye diſcovered a certain 
e nymph called Barba, whom I formerly loved, 
« and whom J have found ſtrangely altered: ſhe, 
like us, has turned devotee, and lives with two 
& or three liſters of the ſame claſs, who edify the 
&« world in public, and in private lead: ſcandalous 
« lives. As ſhe did not know me at firſt, © How 
* madam Barba, ſaid I, is it poſſible that you do 
& not recollect one of your old friends, your ad- 
« mirer Ambroſe ?”. By my faith! Signior de 
L amela, cried ſhe, I ſhould never have expected 
« to ſee you again, in the habit you wear! By what 
& adventure are you become an hermit 1 
« cannot inform you at preſent, replied I, the de- 
& tail is ſomewhat long; but I will return to- mor- 
* row to gratify your curioſity, and bring along 
* with me my companion, brother John!“ Bro- 
& ther John ! ſaid ſhe, what the good anchorite who 
4e lives in the hermitage near this city? Sure you 
« are in jeſt, they ſay he is upwards of an hun- 
« dred years old.” It is true, ſaid I, that he was 
« once of that age ; but he has grown a great deal 
&« younger within theſe few days; and is at preſent 
& no IS than I am.” * Well, let him come 
along We replied Barba, I perceive there 
« 1s ſome myltery in the affair.“ a 

The next day, as ſoon as it was dark, we did 
not fail to go to the houſe of thoſe bigots, who had 
prepared a lumptuous entertainment for our re- 
ception. We immediately took off our beards and 
hermits drels, and, without ceremony, informed 
them who we were. For fear of being indebted to 
us for our frankneſs, they, on their part, ſhewed 
what falſe devotees are capable of, when they ba- 
niſh grimaee. We ſpent almoſt all the night at 
table, and did het eure to our grotto till the dawn. 
We returned thither again in a very ſhort time; or 
rather did the ſame thing almoſt every day, ea 
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the ſpace of three months; during which time we 
ſpent two-thirds of our money with theſe princeſſes: 
but one being ſuſpicious of our characters, diſcovered 
the whole, and has informed juſtice againſt us 
which this day intended to viſit the hermitage, and 
ſecure our perſons. Ambroſe while he was yeſter- 
day begging at Cuenca, met one of our filters, who 
gave him a note, faying, © one of my friends wrote 
« this letter to me, which I was going to conve 
* to you by an expreſs : ſhew it to brother John, 
* we take your meaſures accordingly.“ It was this 
billet, gentlemen, which Lamela delivered to me in 
your preſence, and which has occaſioned us to quit 
ſo ſuddenly our ſolitary habitation. 


1 


The council which Don Raphael held with lis anditort, and the 
adventure which happened to them when they intended to quit 
the avo0d, 11 


| I thought a little tedious, Don Alphonto was 


Dr: Raphael having ended his narration, which 


ſo polite as to ſay, it had diverted him exceedingly, 
Then Signior Ambroſe began to ſpeak, and ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to his fellow-adventurer, „Don 
2 Raphael, ſaid he, conſider that the ſun is ſet; I 
think it will be proper, to deliberate upon what 
er we are to do. © A very juſt remark, replied his 
«comrade, we muſt determine upon the place to 
e which we are to go to next. © It. is my opinion, 
« reſumed Lamela, that we ſhould ſet forward im- 
* mediately to reach Requena _ to-night and to- 
* morrow enter the en lan of Valencia, where 
* we will give the rein to our induſty, and, I fore- 
„ ſee, we ſhall perform ſome ſuccelsful ſtrokes.” 
His confederate, who, on that ſubject, believed his 


31 2 pre- 
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reſage infallible, aſſented to his opinion: as for 

on Alphonſo and myſelt, ſubmitting ourlelves to 
the condutt of theſe two honeſt people, we waited 
in ſilence the reſult of the conference. 

It being, therefore, determined that we ſhould 
take the road to Requena, we began to prepare 
ourſelves for the journey ; we made another meal 
like that in the morning ; and loading the horſe with 
the bottle, and the remains of our proviſions, the 
approach of night afforded us that darknets which 
we required for our ſecurity in travelling, and we 

uſhed forward to get out of the wood; we had nor, 
CG proceeded above an hundred yards, when 
we diſcovered among the trees a light that made us 
uneaſy. © What is the meaning of that, ſaid Don 
© Raphael? the ferrets of juſtice having purſued us 
« from Cuenca, have, perhaps been informed that 
& we are in this foreſt, and are come hither to 
„ ſearch,” I am of a different opinion, ſaid Am- 
4e broſe, theſe are rather travellers, who being ſur- 
&« prized by the night, have come into this foreſt to 
% wait for day. But, added he, I may be miſta- 
« ken. I will go and reconnoitre while you conti- 
* nue here, and I will return in a moment.” At 
theſe words he advanced towards the light, which 
was not far off, and approached ir foltly. Puſhing 
gently by the leaves and boughs that were in his 
way, and peeping with all the attention, which the 
nature of the buſineſs ſeemed to require, he ſaw on 
the graſs, round a lighted candle that ſtuck in a 
lump of clay, four men fitting, who had juſt dit. 

atched a pie, and empried a pretty large leathern 
ttle, which they embraced in their turns. He 
alſo perceived a few paces from them, a lady and 
gentleman Ned to trees; and a little farther, a chaiſe, 
with two mules richly capariſoned. He concluded 
at once, that the men were robbers; and their con- 
verſation which he overheard, aſſured him that he 
3 was 
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was not miſtaken in his conjecture. The four ban- 
ditti expreſſed an equal delire of poſſeſſing the lady 
who had fallen into their hands, and talked of caſting 
lots for her. Lamela having fully informed him- 
ſelf of the matter, rejoined us, and mad a faithful 
report of what he had heard and ſeen. 

Gentlemen, faid Don Alphonſo, that lady 
& and cavalier whom the robbers have bound to 
e trees, are perhaps perſons of the firſt quality: 
and ſhall we permit them to fall victims to the 
* barbarity and brutality of thieves ? Take my ad- 
vice, let us attack theſe banditti and deſtroy 
. * them.” © With all my heart, replied Don Ra- 
“ phacl, I am equally ready to do a good action or 
„% bad one.” Ambroſe on his part, ſignified his 
willingneſs to lend a hand to fo laudable an enter- 
prize, for which, ſaid he, I foreſce we ſhall be am- 
ply recompenſed. | dare affifm, that on this occa- 
. ion, I was not at all afraid of the danger; and 
that no knight - errant ever ſhewec more reaclinels to 
ſuccour damſels in diſtreſs. But not to conceal the 
truth, the danger was not great : for Lamela hav- 
ing reported, that the arms of the robbers were all 
in a heap at the diſtance of ten or twelve paces from 
them, it was no difficult matter for us to execute 
our deſign, We tied our horſc to a tree, and ap- 
proached as gently as poſſible, the place where the 
robbers were ; they were at that time talking with 
great warmth ; and making a noiſe that helped us 
to ſurpriſe them: we made ourſelves maſters of 
their arms, before we were diſcovered :; then, firing 
a volley upon them, ſtretched them all breathleſs 
on the ſpot. 

During this expedition the light going gut we re- 
mained in darkneſs; but we did not off that occa- 
ſion delay to untie the man and woman, who were 
ſo much engroſſed by their fear, that they had not 


power to thank us for our ſervices. They knew 
not 
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not indecd whether to look upon us as their deli- 
verers, or as a new troop of banditti, who had not 
reſcued them from the others with any intention to 
uſe them better, But we encouraged them, by 

roteſting that we would conduct them ſafely to an 
inn, which Ambroſe affirmed was not more than 
half a league from thence ; and that they might 
there take” all neceſſary prec autions for their ſecu- 
rity, in going whither their affairs required. After 
this alfürance, with which they ſeemed perfe&ly 
fatisfied, we re-placed them in their chaiſe, and 
brought them out of the wood, leading the mules 
by the bridle. Our anghorites ifterw; ards exantin- 
ed the pockets of the vanqunſhed, took care of 
Don Alphonſo's horle, ſecured thoſe that belonged 
to the bers: which we found tied to trees near 
the field of battle; and carrying them all off, fol- 
lowed brother Anthony, who mounted one of the 
mules, in order to guide the chile to the inn; at 
which, however, we did not arrive in leſs time than 
two hours, thoug h he had aſſured us that it was 
not far from the wood. 

Every one in the houſe being a- bed, we knocked 
loudly at the door; upon which the landlord anch 
his wife got up in a hvrry, and were not forty to 
ſee their reſt interruptec by the arrival of an equi- 
page, which they thoupht would have fpent more 
money than it did. The whole inn was lighted in 
a moment; Don Alphonſo and the illuſtrious fon 
of Lucinda: offered their hands to help the cava- 
lier and the lady out of the chaiſe, and even ſerved 
them as uſhers to the chamber whither the landlord 
conducted them. A great many compliments paſſed 
between 1; and we were not a little aſtontſhed 
. when we underſtood that it was the Count de Polan 
himſelf, and his daughter Seraphina, whom we had 
delivered. It is impoſlible to deſcribe the ſurprize 


ot that lady as well as of Don Alphonſo, when they 
recol- 
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recollcted each other. The Count did not obſerve 
it, fo much was he engrolſed, in recounting to us in 
what manner the robbers had atracked him; and 
how they had ſeized his daughter and him, atter 
having killed his poſtilion, page, and valet de 
chambre : he ended with telling us, that he had a 
deep ſenſe of the obligation he lay under to us: 
and it we would but vilit him at Toledo, where he 
ſhould be in a month, we ſhould fee whether hs 
was ungrateful or not. 

The daughter of this nobleman did not forget 
to thank us for her happy deliverance : and as Ra- 
phael and 1 imagined we ſhould pleaſe Don A] phon- 
ſo, by giving him an oportunity of converling a 
moment in private with that young widow, we 

ratihed his deſire, by amuſing the Count de Polan. 
Fair Seraphina, ſaid Don Alphonlo to the lady,“ 
(in a low voice) © I will no longer complain of the 
fate that compels me to live like a man baniſhed 
* from civil ſociety, ſince I have been ſo happy as 
« tg contribute to the important ſervice you have 
« received.“ „How! aniwered ſhe ſighing, is it 
« you who have preſerved my lite and honour ? 
« js it to you that my father and I are to much 
« indebted? Ah! Don Alphonſo ! why did you 
« kill my brother?“ She ſaid no more; but he 
ealily perceived by theſe words, and the tone of 
voice which accompanicd them, that if he was vio- 
lently in love with Scraphina, the was ao leis 
enamoured with him. 
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BOOK VI. 


CA F. „ 


The adventures of Gil Blas and his companions, after having 
quitted the Count ds Polan, The important freject which Am- 
broſe formed, and in what manner it was executed, 


HE Count de Polan having paſſed half the 

6 night in thanking and aſſuring us that we 
might depend upon his gratitude, called the land- 
lord, in order to conſult him on the means of get- 
ting in ſafety to Turis, whither he intended to go. 
We left that nobleman to take his meaſures accord- 
ingly ; and, departing from the inn, followed the 
road that Lamela was pleaſed to chooſe. | 
After having travelled two hours, day ſurpriſed. 
us near Campelio; we therefore immediately be- 
took ourſelves to the mountains, which are between 
that village and Requena : we there paſſed the day 
in repoſing ourſelves, and counting our finances, 
which were conliderably increaſed by the money of 
the robbers ; for above three hundred piſtoles were 
found in their pockets. As ſoon as it grew dark, 
we ſet forward again, and the next morning entered 
the kingdom of Valencia. We retired to the firſt 
wood that preſented itſelf to our view, and advan- 
cing a conſiderable way into it, arrived at a place 
through which a clear rivuler gently glided, in its 
way to jd the ſtreams of the Ouadalaviarꝰ. The 


* Guadalaviar, a large River of Spain, riſing near the ſource 
of the Tagus, oa the confines of Artagon and New Caſtile, 
* and 
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ſhade projected by the trees, and the graſs which the 
place plentifully afforded to our — 5 would have 
determined us to halt here, even if we had not de- 
termined upon it before. 

We alighted; and prepared to paſs the day very 
8 but, when we went to breakfaſt, we found 
very little proviſion left. We began to be in want 
of bread, and our bottle was become a body with. 
out a ſoul. Gentlemen, ſaid Ambroſe, the moſt 
charming retreats afford but little pleaſure, with- 
out Bacchus and Ceres: our proviſion muſt be 
rene wed; I will therefore go to Xelva, a hand- 
* ſome town not above two leagues from hence; 
„ it is but a ſhort journey.“ So ſaying, he fixed 
the bottle and havreſack on one of the — and 
mounting upon them, went out of the wood with a 
diſpatch that promiſed a ſpeedy return. 

He did not however return, ſo ſoon as we ex- 
pected ; more than half the day elapſed, and night 
was ready to cover the trees with her ſooty wings, 
when we beheld our purveyor, at whoſe ſtay we be- 
gan to be a little uneaſy. He exceeded our expec- 
ration by the quantity of things with which he 
returned loaded ; he not only brought the leathern 
bottle filled with excellent wine, and the knapſack 
crammed with bread and a large quantity of roaſted 
veniſon, but alſo a great bundle of cloath, which 
we obſerved with great ſatisfaction. He perceived 
our joy, and ſaid with a ſmile,“ I defy Lon Ra- 
„ phael, and all the world together, to gueſs why 
4 have purchaſed thele things.” He then opened 
the bundle, to ſhew the particulars of what he had 
obſerved in the grols. He diſplayed a cloak, 
and a very long black robe; two doyblets with 
their hoſe ; one of thoſe inkhorns which are com- 


and traverſing the firſt of theſe kingdcmgs, enters Valencia, 
waters the capital, and diſcharges itſeif into the gulph of chat 
name. 
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ſed of two pieces tied together by a ſtring, the 
— of which is ſeparated from the pen caſe ; a 
quire of fine writing-paper, and a padlock with a 
large ſea] and green wax; and when he had exibit- 
ed his whole purchaſe, Don Raphael ſaid to him 
in a jocularway, “By Jove Mr. Ambroſe, it mult 
be conteſted that you have made an excellent bar- 
gain. Prithee, what uſe do you intend to make 
*of it?” „ An admirable one, replied Lamela ; 
all theſe things havr coſt me only ten doubloons; 
* and, I am perſuaded that they will bring us in 
© upwards of five hundred: you may depend upon 
it, for I am none of thoſe who incumber them- 
« ſelves with uſcleſs effects; and to convince you 
that I have not made a fooliſh purchaſe, I will 
communicate the project I have formed, 

Having furnifhed myſelf with bread, continu- 
ed he, I went into a cook's ſhop, where I ordered 
« {ix partridges, and an equal number of pullets 
* and young rabits, to be put to the fire; — while 
they were preparing, a man came into the ſhop 
in a rage, and loudly complaining of the behavi- 
« our of a merchant” in town, ſaid to the cook, 
„By St. Jago! Samuel Simon is the moſt ri 
ce (iculous merchant in Silva; he has affronted me 
<« 1n the open ſhop ; the covetous fellow: would not 
« even give me credit for fix ells of cloth, though 
* he knows very well that I am a reputable tradet- 
* man, and that he cannot poſſibly loſe any thing 
« by me. Is not he an unaccountable animal ? 
He readily gives credit to people of quality, and 
& had rather riſk his commodities with them, than 
«+ oblige an honeſt citizen without any riſk. Was 
there eyer ſuch ridiculous folly : a Jewith raſcal! 
& Would he were taken in! My wiſhes will be one 
„% day accompliſhed. There are ſeveral merchants 
« of my opinion.“ 0 

Hearing the tradetman expreſs himſelf in this. 
manner, and utter many other things of the ſame 

eli nature, 
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nature, I had a certain fore warning that I ſhould 
cheat this Samuel Simon. “ Friend, ſaid I to the 
« perſon who complained, what is the character of 
this perſon whom you have juſt mentioned?” An 
e infamous one, anſwered he haſtily; I aſſure you he 
is a rank uſurer, though he affects the manners of a 
„ benevolent man. He was a Jew, and turned Ca- 
% tholic ; but at the bottom ot his heart, he is ſtill 
as much a Jew as ever Pilate was: for they ſay 
&« he abjured his religion on the ſcore of intereſt” 

{ lent an attentive ear to what the tradeſman ad- 
vanced, and did not fail when I came out of the 
cook's ſhop, to enquire for Samuel Simon's houſe. 
A perſon directed me to it: I ſurveyed his ſhop, 
examined every thing; and my imagination, always 
ready. ſketched out a ſtratagem which I digeſted, 
and which appeared worthy of the valet of Signior 
Gil Blas. I went to a broker's, where i bought 
theſe cloaths; one ſuit for acting an inquiſitor, ano- 
ther to repreſent a ſerivener, and the third for 
playing the part of an alguaz1l, | 

„Ah, my dear Ambrole | interrupted Don Ra- 
% phael, ina tranſport of joy, what a wonderful 
idea, what a glorious plan! [ envy you the in- 
« vention, and would willingly give up the greateſt 
« ſtrokes of my life to be thought che author of ſuch 
%a happy ſcheme! Yes, Lamela, added he, I lee 
« all the richneſs of thy delign, the execution of 
4 which ought to give thee no uncaſinets. I hou halt 
© occalion for two good actors to ſecond thee, 
and they are already at hand. Thou who haſt 
the air of a devoter, wilt act the inquiſitor 
very well; I will repreſent the ſecretary; and 
* ſignior Gil Blas, if he pleaſes, ſhall perform the 

« part of an alguazil; thus, continued he, 
are the cues diſtributed: tomorrow the piece 
«4 ſhall be acted, and I will be anſwerable tor its 
44 ſucceſs, unleſs ſome of thoſe unlucky accidents 
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* happen, which confound the beſt - concerted 


* plans.” | 

i had then but a very confuſed conception of the 
project which Don Raphael ſo much approved]; but 
the whole was explained to me at ſupper, and the 
contrivance ſeemed ingenious. After having diſ- 
patched part of our veniſon, and cauſed our leathern 
bottles to undergo a very copious evacuation, we 
ſtretched ourſelves upon thegraſs, and were aſleep in 
a very ſhort time. Ariſe, ariſe, cried Signior Am- 
e broſe at day. break, people who have great en- 
e terprizes to perform, ought not to be indolent.” 
% Plague take you, Mr. Inquiſitor, ſaid Don Ra. 
„ phael, waking ; how vigilant you are | that prog- 
* noſticates no good to Mr. Simon.” *I grant it, 
e replied Lamela, and will moreover inform you, 
* I dreamed this night, that I plucked the hairs 
„from his beard : is not that a villainous dream 
for him, Mr. Secretary,?” Theſe jokes were tuc- 
ceeded by a thouſand others, which put us all in 
excellent humour: we breakfaſted chearfully, and 
then prepared for acting our ſeveral parts. Am- 
broſe put on the long gown and cloak, which gave 
him all the air of a commiſſary of the holy office: 
Don Raphael and ] dreſſed ourſelves in ſuch a man- 
ner, that we might eaſily paſs for a ſecretary and 
alguazil. We employed a conſiderable time in 
diſguiſing ourielves: and it was after two o'clock 
in the afternoon, when we quitted the wood, and 
ſet out for Xelva. It is true, indeed, we were in no 
hurry, as our comedy would not begin before the 
duſk of the evening: we, therefore, advanced at a 
very ſlow pace, and ſtopping at the city- gate, wait- 
ed there till it was a proper time to perform our 
comedy. | | | 
When that time arrived we left our horſes in 
this place to the care of Don Alphonſo, who was 
very glad that he had no other character to * 

Fare on 
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Don Raphael, Ambroſe, and I, went immeciate- 


ly into a grooms in the neighbourhood ; and 
It 


Mr. Inquiſitor going foremoſt ſaid to the landlord 
with great gravity, ** Maſter, I want to ſpeak with 
% you in private.” The landlord conducted us in- 
to a parlour, where Lamela, finding him alone with 
us, ſaid, * I am a commiſſary of the holy office; 
e come hither upon a very important affair.” At 
theſe words the publican grew pale, and replied 
with a faultering voice, that he hoped he had given 
no cauſe of complaint to the holy inquiſition: 
For that reaſon, replied Ambroſe, it has no in- 
« tention {to give you any trouble: God forbid, 
* that, by being too prompt to puniſh, it ſhould 
e contound innocence with guilt; it is ſevere, but 
te always juſt: in a word, its chaſtiſements are ne- 
« yer felt till they are deſerved. It was not you 
* who brought me to NXelva, but a certain 
© merchant called Samuel Simon, of whom we have 
6 received a very evil report; it is ſaid that he is 
$« ſtill a Jew, and embraced Chriſtianity from mere 
„% worldly motives. I order you therefore in the 
name of the holy office, to tell me what you 
« know of that man. Beware of excuſing him, on 
e account of his being your neighbour, and perhaps 
« your friend; for I aſſure you if I perceive in 
* your evidence the leaſt equivocation, you yout- 
« ſelf are an undone man. Come, Secretary, added 
„he, (turning to Kaphael) do your duty.” 

Mr. Secretary, who had his paper and inkhorn 
in his hand, ſat down at a table, and prepared, with 
the utmoſt gravity, to write the depoſicion of the 
$ landlord, who, on his part, proteſted that he would 
t not diſguiſe the truth. Well then, ſaid the 
* commiſſary inquiſitor, let us proceed: anſwer 
* only to my queſtions; I aſk no more.” Do 
you ſee Samuel Simon frequent the church?“ 
6 1 is what 1 have not obſerved, {aid the pens 

| « I de 
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] do not remember to have ſeen him at church.“ 
Good, cried the inquiſitor : write, that he is ne- 
« yer ſeen at church.” © I did not ſay fo, Mr. 
„ Commiſiary, replied the landlord ; I only ſaid, 
&« that I never ſaw him there: he may be in the 
„ ſame church with me, and I may not perceive 
„ him.” „Friend, ſaid Lamela, you forget that 
« you muſt not, in your examination, excule Sa- 
„ muel Simon: I have informed you of the conſe- 
« quences of it. You muſt mention only thoſe 
* Shes which are againſt him, and nor a ſyllable 
« in his favour.” If that be the cafe, Signior 
« Licentiate, reſumed the landlord, you cannot ga- 
« ther much information from my depoſition ; l 
am not acquainted with the merchant in quel- 
„ tion; therefore have it not in my power to ſay 
* either good or ill of him: but if you are deſirous 
„ to know how he lives in his own family, I will 
go and call Gaſpard his apprentice, whom you 
« may interrogate : the youth comes here ſome- 
« times, to make merry with his triends ; and he 
« has ſuch a tongue! he will diſcover the whole 
« life and converſation of his maſter, and I warrant 
it, find ſufficient employment for your ſecretary.” 
*« 1 approve of your frankneſs, ſaid Ambroſe, 
„ and you diſplay your zeal for the holy office, by 
„ informing me of a man acquainted with the 
* morals of Simon. I will report you to the in- 
*© quiſition, Be expeditious then, continued he, 
and bring hither that ſame Gaſpard, you have 
mentioned. But do things diſcreetly, that his 
„ maſter may have no ſuſpicion of what paſſes.“ 
The publican acquitted himſelf of his commiſtion 
with great ſecrecy,an@ diligence, and brought with 
him the merchangapprentice, who was juſt ſuch 
a talkative young ſow as we wanted. Young 
' © gentleman, ſaid Lamela to him, you ſee in me 
+ an inquyſitor, nominated by the holy office » 
- 4. | 4 ta 
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take informations againſt Samuel Simon, who is 
accuſed of Judaiſm. You live with him, and 
conſequently are no ſtranger to the greateſt part 
of his behaviour. I believe it is unneceſſary to 
inform you of the indeſpenſible obligation you 
are under to declare all that you know of him, 
when I command you in the name of the holy 
inquiſition.” “ Signior Licentiate, replied the 
youth, I am very ready to ſatisfy you on that 
head, without being commanded in the name 
of the holy office. If my maſter was to take 
me for his text, I am perſuaded that he would 
not ſpare me ; I will therefore deal as plainly with 
him, and tell you in the firſt place, that he is a 
cloſe ſly fellow, whoſe real ſentiments it is impo- 
ſible to diſcover ; he affects all the exteriors of 
a holy man, but has not a ſingle grain of virtue 
at the bottom. He goes every evening to the 
houſe of a little Abigail.” „ am glad to hear 
that, replied Ambroſe, and I perceive, by what 
you ſay, that he is a man of corrupt morals : - 
but, anſwer preciſely to the queſtions Tam going 

to aſk, I am particularly enjoined to know 
what are his ſentiments with reſpect to religion. 
Teil me, do you eat pork in your houſe ?? „ 1 
do not believe, replied Gaſpard, that we have 
eat of it twice, during the whole year that I have 
lived with him.” „ Very well, reſumed maſter 
inquiſitor: write, ſecretary, that pork is never 
caten in the houſe of Samuel Simon. But, to 
make amends for that, continued he, you doubt- 
leſs, eat lamb ſometimes.” * Yes, ſometimes, 
replied the apprentice; we had ſome for example, 
lait Eaſter.” * A lucky epocha! cried the 
commillary : write, ſecretary, that Simon keeps 


+ the paſſover. This goes on excellently well, and, 


| think, we have received ſatisfactory intel- 
ligence. 
« You 
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. * You muſt alſo tell me, friend, added Lamela, 
&« if you have never ſeen your maſter careſs little 
„ children.” A thouſand times, replied Galpard : 
&< when he obſerves little boys ay by his ſhop, if 
« they are tolerably handſome, he ſtops and fondles 
% them.“ Write, maſter ſecretary, ſaid the in- 
« quiſitor, that Samuel Simon 1s violently ſuſpected 
« of decoying Chriſtian children into his houſe, in 
order to cut their throats, A fine proſelyte 
% indeed ! Oh, ho! Mr. Simon, you ſhall have 
<« ſome buſineſs to tranſact with the holy office, take 
« my word for it: you mult not imagine that you 
« will be permitted to make your barbarous ſa- 
« crifices with impunity. Courage ! zealous Gaſ- 
e pard, ſaid he to the apprentice, declare all that 
te you know of the matter; and give us to under- 
« ſtand, that this falſe catholic is more than ever 
« attached to the Jewiſh cuſtoms and ceremonies. 
«« Does not he paſs one day of the week in total 
« inactivity ?? „No, anſwered Gaſpard, I have 
« never obſerved that: I have obſerved, how- 
« ever, that on ſome days he ſhuts himſelf 
« up in his cloſet, where he remains a con- 
« ſjderable time.” © Ah! ha! cried the commiſ- 
« ſary, he keeps the ſabbath, as ſure as [| am an 
« inquiſitor. Write, ſecretary, write, that he re- 
e ligiouſly obſerves the faſt ot the ſabbath. Ah! 
« the: abominable wretch ! I have only one queſ- 
« tion more to aſk. Does he not ſpeak alto of 
« Jeruſalem ?” Very often, replied the youth; 
« he relates to us the hiſtory of the Jews; and in 
« what manner the * of Jeruſalem? was de- 
40 ſtroyed.“ 3 Right! ſaid Ambroſe; maſter 
& ſecretary, let not this piece ef intelligence eſcape 
« you: write, in large characters, that Samuel di- 
« mon breathes nothing but the reſtoration of the 
« temple; and that he meditates night and day 
« the re-eſtabliſhment of his nation. I do not 


« wiſh to know any more; theretore, it would be 
6% un- 
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* unneceſſary to aſk any more queſtions : what the 
« truſty. Gaſpard has depoſed, is enough to bring 
« a whole ſynagogue to the ſtake.” 

After the commiſſary of the holy office had thus 
interrogated the apprentice, he told him he might 
retire ; but ordered him, in the name of the holy 
inquiſition, to conceal from his miſter, every tittle 
of what had paſſed. Gaſpard promiſed to obey, 
and took his leave; and we did not tarry long af- 
ter he went out, but leaving the inn, with as much 
gravity as we had entered, we went and knocked at 
the door of Samuel Simon, who opened it himſelf; 
and if he was aſtoniſhed to behold three ſuch figures 
as we were, he was infinitely more ſo, when La- 
mela, being ſpokeſmen, ſaid to him, with an impe- 
rious tone, Mr. Samuel, I command you, in the 
* name of the holy inquiſition, of which I have the 
* honour to be commiſſary, inſtantly to deliver 
& into my hand, the key of your cabinet: I want 
« to ſee if I cannot diſcover ſomething to juſtify 
< the informations which have been prelented to 
« us: againſt you.“ 

The merchant, confounded at the theſe words, 
reeled two ſteps backward, as if he had received a 
blow on the ſtomach. Far from ſuſpecting us of 
any ſtratagem, he believed implicitly, that ſome 
ſecret enemy wanted to ſubject him to the ſuſpicion 
of the holy office; perhaps too, knowing himſelf to 
be no very good catholic, he had reaſon to be afraid 
of an information. Be that as it will, I never jaw 
a man more diſconcerted : he obeyed without re- 
ſiſtance, and opened his cabinet, with all the reſpect 
that a man could ſhew, who is in terror of the in- 
quiſition. At leaft,” ſaid Ambroſe, (while he 
went in) © at leaſt you receive the orders of the holy 
s office without contumacy. But, added he, re- 
tire into another room, and leave me at liberty to 
" groom my function.“ Samtel was as obedient 
Vor. I. 8 N co 
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to this order as to the firſt: he remained in his ſhop, 
while we three entered his cloſet, and began to 
ſearch for his caſn, which we eaſily found; for it was 
in an open coffer, and in much greater quantity than 
we were able to carry off, conſiſting of a great 
number of bags heaped upon each other; but the 
whole in ſilver. We ſhould have been better 
pleaſed if it had beeng gold; but things being as they 
were, we were obliged to accommodate ourſelves 
to neceſſity, and cram our pockets with ducats. We 
ſtuffed our breeches with them, and crammed them 
into every other part which we Judged proper to 
conceal them. In ſhort, we were heavy laden, 
though our cargo did not appear; and this was 
owing to the addreſs of Ambrole and Don Raphael, 
who, by their behaviour on this occaſion, convinced 
me, that a great deal depends upon a man's being 
maſter of his buſineſs. 

After having managed ſo ſucceſsfully, we came 
out of the cabinet, and tor a reaſon. that the reader 
will eaſily guels, maſter Inquiſitor took out his 
padlock, and fixed it to the door with his own hand; 
then applying the ſeal, he faid to Simon, ** Maſter 
« Samuel, 1 forbid you, in the name of the holy 
** inquilſition, to touch this padlock, or the ſeal, the 
latter of which you are bound to reſpect, ſince it 
&« js the true ſeal of the holy office. I will return 
* at the ſame hour to-morrow, in order to take it 
off, and bring you further orders.” He then 
made him open the ſtreet- door, through which we 
joyfully paſſed, following each other. When we 
had proceeded about fifty yards, we began to walk 
with ſuch ſpeed and agility, that we ſcarce touched 
the ground, notwithſtanding the. heavy burdens 
which we carried. We preſently got out of town, 
and remounting our horſes, puſhed towards, Segor- 
ba, rendering thanks to the god Mercury for ſs 
fortunate an event, 0 
_ CHAP. 
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HAF. It. 
The reſolution which was formed by Don Alphonſo and Gil Blas 
after this adventure, 

W E travelled all night, according to our 

laudable cuſtom, and found ourſelvs, as 
ſoon as it was day light, near a little village, two 
leagues from Segorba. As we were all fatigued, we 
willingly quitted the highway, to get among ſome 
willows, which we perceived at the bottom of a 
little hill ten or twelve hundred paces from the 
village, in which we did not think proper to ſtop, 
The willows afforded an agreeable ſhade, being 
watered by a ſmall rivulet ; and the place ſuiting 
our taſte, we reſolved to paſs the day init. Alight- 
ing, therefore, we unbridled our horſes to let them 
feed, and repoſed ourſelves upon the graſs. We 
then emptied our knapſack and leathern bottle, and 
having made a plentiful breakfaſt, counted the 
money which we had taken from Samuel Simon, 
which amounted to three thouſand ducats ; ſo that, 
with this ſum, and what we poſſeſſed before, we 
thought ourſelves in very flouriſhing circum- 
ſtances. 

As it was neceſſary for ſome of us to go and 
buy proviſion, Ambroſe and Don Raphael, having 
qd their dreſs of op * and ſecretary, ſaid 
they would undertake that buſineſs themſelves; 
that the adventure at Xelva had only whetted their 
appetite ; that they longed to beat Segorba, to lee it 
ſome opportunity would not preſent itſelt, of ſtrik- 
ing a new ſtroke. ** You have nothing to do, 
e added the ſon of Lucinda, but wait for us under 


e theſe: willows ; we will not tarry, but rejoin you 


« in a very ſhort time.” © Signior Don Raphael, 
8 3 N 2 cried 
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* cried I, laughing, bid us rather wait for you till 
% doomſday; if you leave us now, I believe we 
* need not expect you ſooner.” © We are offended | 
* by your ſuſpicion, replied Signior Ambroſe, but 
« we deſerve it at your hand: your diſtruſt is ex- 
te cuſable, after our behaviour at. Valladolid; and 
s we cannot blame you for ſuppoſing that we will 
* make no more ſcruple of forſaking you, than of 
„ abandoning our comrades in that city: but, 
* however, you are miſtaken ; the confederates, 
c from hab company we withdrew, were perſons 
of infamous characters, and their ſociety began to 
grow inſupportable. We muſt do juſtice to peo- 
« ple of our profeſſion, by affirming that there are 
& no aſſociates in civil li leſs divided by intereſt 
* than they are: but when there is not a confor- 
mity of inclinations among them, their good un- 
« derſtanding may be broke, as well as that of the 
« reft of mankind. Therefore, Signior Gil Blas, 
added Lamela, we requeſt that you and Don 
% Alphonſo will have a little more confidence in 
* us; and let not our inclination to go to Segorba, 
„give you the leaſt uneaſineſs.“ 
Ic is an eaſy matter, ſaid the ſon of Lucinda, 
« to rid them of every kind of uneaſineſs: let them 
* remain maſters of the caſh, and then they will 
4% have, in their own hands, ſufficient fecurity for 
* our return. You ſee, Signior Gil Blas, added 
« he, that we come to the point at once. You ſhall 
« have pledges in your hands, and you may be 
« aſſured that Ambroſe and I ſhall depart without 
the leaſt apprehenſion of your giving us the lip. 
After ſo diſtinguiſhing a mark of our fidelity, 
will you not truſt entirely to our promife ?” 
* Yes, gentlemen, ſaid I, and you are at liberty to 
% do juſt as you pleaſe,” They departed imme- 
diately with the leathern bottle and knapſac k, leav- 
ing me under the willows with Don Alphonſo, who 


3 ſaid 
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ſaid to me after their departure, Signior Gil Blas, 
I muſt diſcloſe my ſentiments to you. I upbraid 
« myſelf with having had the complaiſance to pro- 
« ceed ſo far with theſe two ſharpers: you cannot 
a 41 hew often I have repented it. L aſt night, 
4 while I took care of the horſes, I entertained a 
& thouſand mortifying reflections: I conſidered, 
* that it ill became a young fellow poſſeſſed of 
„ principles of honour, to live with ſuch wicked 
„ wretches as Don Raphael and Lamela ; that if, 
“ unluckily, it ſhould happen at any time, a ſcheme 
* ſhould mifcarry, by which we ſhall fall into the 
“hands of juſtice, I ſhall be ſhamefully puniſhed 
« with them as a thief, and undergo the moſt in- 
“famous chaſtiſement. I heſe images inceſſantly 
* occur to my fancy; and J confeſs to you, that I 
have reſolved to ſeparate from them for ever, 
that I may no longer be an accomplice of their 
 * miſdemeanors. I don't believe, continued he, 
* that you will diſapprove of my reſolution.“ No, 
« indeed, anſwered I; though you have ſeen me 
act the part of an alguazil, in the comedy of Sa- 
* muel Simon, do not imagine that theſe kinds of 
“ performances are agreeable to my taſte. I take 
„ heaven to witneſs, that while 1 played ſuch a 
< capital part, I ſaid within myſelf, By heaven! Mr. 
„Gil Blas, if juſtice ſhould now come and ſeize you 
by the collar, you would richly deſerve the ſalary 
e which ſhe would beſtow, I feel myſelf therefore, 
«* as little diſpoſed as you are, Signior Don Al- 
« phonſo, to continue longer in ſuch excellent 
* company: and, by your permiſſion, I will ac- 
* company you. When the gentlemen return, we 
*« will demand our ſhare of the finances, and to- 
„ morrow morning, or this very night, bid them 
e eternally adieu.“ | 
Seraphina's handſome lover approved of my pro- 
fal : „Loet us, ſaid he, get into Valencia, and 
Poi: 8 
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« embark for Italy, where we may engage in the 
« Venetian ſervice. Is it not better to carry arms 
t than lead this baſe and infamous life? we ſhall 
«* eyen be in a condition to make a pretty hand- 
t ſome figure with the money which we are poſſeſſed 
« of: not that I can enjoy ſuch ill-gotten wealth 
<« without remorſe ; but, beſides that I am compel- 
« led by neceſſity, if ever I make the leaſt fortune 
« in war, I ſwear that I will indemnify Samuel 
Simon.“ I aſſured Don Alphonſo, that I enter- 
tained the ſame ſentiments, and, in ſhort, we re- 
ſolved to leave our comrades, the next morning be- 
fore day light. We had not the leaſt temptation to 
take py a, opt of their abſence, and to decamp im- 
mediately with the caſh : the confidence they had 
ſhewn 1n leaving us maſters of the money, did not 
permit us to harbour ſuch a thought. | 
Ambroſe and Don Raphael returned from Segor- 
ba in the evening; and the firſt thing they ſaid to 
us was that their journey had been proſperous ; that 
they had laid the foundation of a ſtratagem, which, 
in all probability, would be more advantageous than 
the laſt. Accordingly, the ſon of Lucinda was go- 
ing to inform us of the particulars, when Don Al- 
honſo declared his reſolution to leave them; and 
ihformed them that T had the ſame intention. They 
uſed their beſt endeavours to engage us to accom» 
pany them in their expeditions, but in vain; for 
we took leave of them the next day, after having 
made an equal diviſion of the money, and proceed- 
ed on our way to Valencia. 
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CHAP. III. 


After what diſagreeable incident Don Alphonſo found his wiſhes 
accompliſhed; and by what adventure Gil Blas ſuddeuly be- 
came in a happy ſituation. | - 


E you forward chearfully, as far as Bu- 
nol, where unfortunately being obliged to 
halt, Don Alphonſo was attacked with a violent 
fever, ent; with ſevere paroxyſms, which made 
me afraid of his life. Luckily there was no phy- 
fician in the place, which in ſome meaſure diflipa- 
ted my fear : he was out of danger at the end of 
three days, and my endeavours aſſiſted to re- eſtab- 
liſh his health. He ſhewed himſelf very ſenſible of 
what I had done for him; and as we felt a recipro- 
cal kindneſs for each other, we ſwore an eternal 
friendſhip. 

We betook ourſelves again to the road, ſtill de- 
termined, when we ſhould arrive at Valencia, to 
take the firſt opportunity of a paſlage into Italy. 
But heaven otherwiſe diſpoſed of us. Seeing a number 
of peaſants, of both ſexes, dancing in a circle and 
making merry, before the gate of a ſuperb caſtle, we 
approached to behold their diverſions; and Don 
Alphonſo expected nothing leſs than the ſurprize 
with which he was ſuddenly ſeized. He perceived 
the Baron de Steinbach, who no ſooner knew him, 
again, than he ran to him with open arms, fay! 
in a tranſport of joy, Ah, Don Alphonſo ! is it 
* you ! what a happy meeting! while enquiry is 
made after you, all over the kingdom, chance pre- 
* ſents you to my view.” 

y companion alighting immediately, ran and. 
embraced the baron, whole joy ſeemed immoderate. 
„Come, my ſon, ſaid the good old gentleman to 
„ him, you will now know who you are, and 

** enjoy 


464 The ADVENTURES of 


enjoy the moſt perfect ens. He then con- 
ducted him into the caſtle, which I likewiſe entered 
along with them ; for while they embraced each 
other, I had alighted and faſtened our horſes to a 
tree. The maſter of the caſtle was the firſt perſon 
we met. He was a man of about fifty years of 
age, and a very engaging aſpect : ** Signior, ſaid 
e the baron de Steinbach, (preſenting Don Alphon- 
& fo to him) behold your ſon.” At theſe words, 
Don Cæſar de Leyva, (fo was the maſter of the 
caſtle called) threw his arms about Don Alphonſo's 
neck, and weeping with joy, My dear ſon, ſaid 
ehe, you behold in me the author of your being: 
« jf J have ſuffered you ſo long to remain ignorant 
« of your birth, believe me, I committed a cruel 
« violence on myſelf : I have a thouſand times ſigh- 
<« ed with concern; but I could not do otherwiſe. 
J married your mother through inclination; 
e though ſhe was of a birth inferior to mine; and 
lived under the authority of a ſevere father, who 
& reduced me to the neceſſity of concealing a mar- 
ce riage contracted without his conſent. The baron 
« de Steinbach alone was in my confidence, and it 
% was in concert with me that he brought you up. 
In ſhort my father is now no more, and I am at 
full liberty to declare you my ſole heir. This is 
not all, continued he, you ſhall be married to a 
« young lady, whoſe family is not unequal to 
„mine. Signior, cried Don Alphonſo, inter- 

« rupting him, do not make me pay too dear for 
the happineſs which you beſtow. Cannot I know 
4 that I have the honour of being your ſon, with- 
„out learning, at the ſame time, that you in- 
d tend to make me unhappy? Ah, Sir! be not 
& more cruel than your father, who, though he did 
ce not approve of your paſſion, was not ſo ſevere as 
to oblige you to marry.” . Son, replied Don 
« Cxfar, I do not mean to tyrannize over your at- 
"DES th 04 | fections; 
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4 fections: but be ſo obliging as to ſee the lady 
«whom I have propoſed : that is all I exact of your 
* obedience. Though ſhe is an engaging creature, 
* and a very advantageous match for you, I pro- 
* miſe not to conſtrain you to marry her. She is 
now in the caſtle ; follow me, and you will ac- 
knowledge that there never was a more amiable, 
© object.” He then conducted Don Alphonſo 
znto an apartment, whither I attended them with 
the baron de Steinbach. 

There was the count de Polan, with his two 
daughters, Seraphina and Julia, and Don Ferdi- 
nand de Leyva, his ſon-in-law, who was nephew 
to Don Celar : there were other ladies and gentle- 
men preſent alſo. Don Ferdinand, as already ob- 
ſerved, had carried off Julia; and it was on ac- 
count of the marriage of theſe two lovers, that the 
peaſants of the neighbourhood were aſſembled to 
make merry. As ſoon as Don Alphonſo appeared, 
and his father had preſented him to the company, 
the count de Polan roſe from his feat, and running 
to embrace him, ſaid, + Welcome my deliverer | 
« Don Alphonſo, added he. oblerve the power that 
e virtue has on generous minds: if you killed my 
<« ſon, you have alſo preſerved my life. I ſacrifice 
my reſentment to you, and give you that Sera- 
e phina, whoſe honour you have preſerved. Thus I 
„ acquit myſelf of n- obligation.” The fon of 
Don Czſar did not fail to teſtify to the count de Po- 
lan, how much he was affected with his generoſity; 
and I know not whether he experienced more joy in 
diſcovering his birth, than in learning that he was 
to be the huſband of Seraphina. In effect, that 
marriage was celebrated in a few days after, to the 
infinite ſatisfaction of the parties concerned. 

As I was one of the deliverers of the count de 
Polan, that nobleman, who knew me again, aſſured 
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me that he would take upon himſelf the taſk of 
making my fortune; but I thanked him for his 
generolity, and would not leave Don Alphonſo, 
who appointed me ſteward of 'his houſe, and ho- 
noured me with his confidence. As foon as he was 
married, finding the ſtratagem, which had been play- 
ed upon Samuel Simon, a burthen on his conſct- 
ence, he ſent me to him, with all the money which 
had been ſtolen from him. I went accordingly to 
make reſtitution, and began the buſineſs of a 
ſteward, in a manner that it uſually is ended. 


b | End of the FIRST VoLums. 


